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NUMBER OF ANGLERS FALLS SLIGHTLY TN 1996; HUNTER NUMBERS STABLE

The number of anglers who bought fishing licenses fell by just
over 1 percent in 1996 while the number of hunters who purchased
licenses remained constant, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
announced today.

There were 29.9 million paid fishing licenses holders in 1996
compared with 30.3 million in 1995. These anglers paid

$447 million for their licenses compared with $448.6 million in
1995. Meanwhile, 15.2 million hunters bought licenses in 1996,
the same as the year before. They spent $542.8 million on the
licenses, $10.2 million more than in 1995.

Revenues raised through license sales support state wildlife
agencies, their conservation projects, and their hunting and
fishing safety and education programs.

"Through license sales alone, hunters and anglers contribute
nearly $1 billion a year to wildlife conservation," said Service
Director Jamie Rappaport Clark. "That is money that doesn’t come
from general tax revenue, yet it benefits every American by
promoting both a healthy environment and healthy wildlife.

"This money doesn’t even count the hundreds of millions of
dollars sportsmen and -women contribute through excise taxes on
hunting and fishing equipment and through membership in and
donations to non-profit conservation organizations."

License sales figures are compiled annually by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service from information submitted by state fish and
wildlife agencies. The figures are part of a formula to
determine the amount of funding each state receives through the
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration and the Federal Aid in Sport
Fish Restoration programs, both administered by the Service.

Under these programs, hunters and anglers pay an excise tax on
hunting and fishing equipment such as firearms, ammunition, and
tackle. The money is, in turn, distributed to the states in the
form of grants to conserve wildlife; teach hunter safety; and
provide fishing, hunting, and boating opportunities.

The number of hunting license holders has declined from a record
high of 16.7 million in 1982. Meanwhile, the number of fishing
license holders has been about the same during that time.
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal
agency responsible for conserving, protecting, and enhancing fish
and wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the
American people. The Service manages 511 national wildlife
refuges encompassing 92 million acres, as well as 68 national
fish hatcheries.

The agency also enforces Federal wildlife laws, manages migratory
bird populations, stocks recreational fisheries, conserves and
restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, administers the
Endangered Species Act, and helps foreign governments with their
conservation efforts.

A state-by-state breakdown of 1996 hunting and fishing license
sales figures is attached.
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. NUMBER QF PAID HUNTING LICENSE HOLDESS, LICENSE SALES, AND COST TQ HUNTERS
FISCAL YEAR 1856

. Resident Hunting Noaresidant Hunting Totai Hunting
_ Paid Hunting Licenses, Tags, Licenses, Tags. Licenses, Tags, Gross
State Licanse Helders”  Permits & Stamas Permits & Slamos  Permits & Stamos™ T3 Huyr
ALAEAMA 288.097 254,883 38,720 501.788 $5.358,
ALASKA 95,25Q 133,471 20,408 223,380 3,122,
ARIZCNA 173,731 323.20¢ 25,328 323,470 3412,
ARKANSAZ 223.550 450.243 37325 533,070 10.331
CALIFCANIA 342,338 §C2.213 8.9 310,323 14,48
CCLCORADO 329,251 413.732 173,518 38738 42.331 3
CCNMEZTICUT $3.3¢8% 42,227 7.284 130,20 13142
CELAWARE EANCM 32068 2.282 18323 4943
FLCRICA. 183.3C8 323.733 208 332773 $.048.1,
GEIRGIA 338,418 337,308 33,325 585,032 11,433,¢¢
HAW A 16,334 1Q.247 122 10,663 115.04
IQAHQ 293.233 8Ge.723 71,708 874,429 18,811,232
ILIMQIS 323.273 121712 40.710 1,232,428 12,732.32
INQLANMA 297,330 738.183 83.7Q9 772372 932914
{CWA 2%5.353 889,311 104 182 7$3,733 72.385,7T
CAMSAS 172.387 137.327 34,350 172,287 7.5C6.35
KEMTUCKY . 291.,7¢§ 3¢z 45C 18584 §13.53+ 7.381,25¢
LOUISIANA 287,347 257350 6,497 287.347 £.373,142
MAINE 202235 178,338 37.335 214,433 7.483.435
MARYLAND 143,758 163,794 13,751 212,343 4,000,724
MASSACHUSETTS §1,883 245,353 1315 253,272 2,220,737
MICHIGAM §€4,£31 1.978.557 38141 2.015.728 25,796,400
MINNESOTA 372,385 844,331 15,733 860,234 18,225,338
MISSIS3IPRL 241,282 220,062 43,347 273.5C8 7,450,112
MISSSURI 4£8.122 1,047,473 3s.c86 1,082,533 11,8053.171
MCNTANA 290.77S 709,291 137,441 348,732 13,752,486
NEZRASKA 191.9C€ 347,358 §2.412 410,108 8.137.7%1
NEVADA : §3.332 83.805 8,287 83,182 2,852,083
NEM HAMPSHIRE 83.282 139.833 25,827 183,30« 2,313,387
NEV JERSEY 128.213 3Cs,32a 13.888 323224 §.501.591
NEW MEXICD 97 758 231,18 42,405 323.3¢7 3.852.7%%
NEW YORK . 724013 1,318,152 . 51,847 1.388.758 17.975.813
NOETH CARCLINA 387722 457 37T 18,335 477.313 7.978.860
NORTH DAKCTA 112,822 263,452 70414 438.3C5 2,723,281
oMo £38,323 1,1458.774 11,327 1,157,700 253.135.7%3
KAHOMA 272,561 277529 3282 226.083 5.291.548
CREGCN KARSAE 1,283,131 40,439 1,.303.520 15.685.983
SESMNSYLVAMIA £.112.584 2.286.732 121,033 2.407.723 25.096.477
RHQDE ISLAND N 12,082 23,747 1257 27,812 270.080
2GUTH CAROLINA 212,043 215392 £2.5:0 253.223 §.529.701
SCUTH 0AKOTA 217354 320.35¢ A3.334 436,743 8.723.337
TINMNES3EZ 335,3Cs arces 38,223 SC3.510 12.310.932
TEAAS 1.864Q.938 1,€45.38¢ 4T 208 1,483,572 19,481,153
UTAH - 212.329 Jer. 12,325 3g4.38C 3.448.414
YERMONT 96,318 143,568 22.77% 157,31 2,797,373
GIBGINIA 320,287 gR5.332 02 421 5C8.3C3 11.338.332
WASHIMGTON ,232.523 22. 527 7 285 542,915 12,397,853
MEST VIRGINLL 277673 224314 a3 382 27T ST 3,335.37°
SRS TOMSIN 213,111 1,584 580 39,130 2.083.3i¢ 3184326
Y CAMIMG 127.5C7 130,382 3057 220,338 12,123,538
TOTALS'™™ . i5.202.333 29.375.572 3045585 37 413.332 3542732199
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/é/ "4 7- X / OF PAID FISHING LICENSE HOLDERS, LICENSE SALES, AND COST TO ANGLERS
7 FISCAL YEAR 1996
Resident Fishing = Nonresident Fishing Total Fishing

Paid Fishing Licenses, Tags, Licenses, Tags, Licenses, Tags, Gross Cos
wliie -.cense Holders*  Permits & Stamps Permits & Stamps  Permits & Stamps** To Angler:
ALABAMA 478,023 415,429 100,062 515,491 $6.348,31°
ALASKA 402,913 262,694 345,525 608,219 10,744,77;
ARIZONA 444,963 425,384 183,043 618,427 6,625,80¢
ARKANSAS 578,464 481,074 239,000 720,074 8,234,797
CALIFORNIA 2,320,695 2,972,218 49,362 3,021,580 45,101,908
COLORADO 760,614 513,508 437,932 951,440 11,893,625
CONNECTICUT 177,587 168,146 9,441 177,587 2,314,375
DELAWARE 27,834 29,840 5,204 35,044 282,143
FLORIDA, 1,013,960 1,029,255 451,517 1,480,772 19,821,119
GEQRGIA 667,999 755,227 786,265 831,492 6,823,505
HAWAII 6,396 6,297 260 6,557 20,977
IDAHO 508,937 388,825 217,585 606,410 7,159,158
ILLINOIS 788,880 814,553 583,250 867,803 9,749,621
INDIANA 604,399 614,595 748,251 1,362,846 6,455,133
IOWA 395,532 387,399 39,872 427,271 4,676,035
KANSAS 295,996 234,256 61,738 295,995 4,279,789
KENTUCKY 576,634 490,624 121,851 612,475 7,289,493
LOUISIANA 662,960 604,317 58,643 662,960 7,115,100
MAINE 256,684 179,473 89,481 268,954 7,085,908
MARYLAND 520,738 425,950 80,238 506,188 4,749,191
MASSACHUSETTS 193,299 349,948 © 18,524 368,472 4,865,026
MICHIGAN 1,348,107 1,580,770 129,437 1,710,207 17,855,100
MINNESOTA 1,635,122 1,261,438 273,684 1,835,122 19,196,571
MISSISSIPP! 401,918 373,338 79.938 453,276 4,705,093
MISSOURI 994,681 1,322,051 256,775 1,578,826 10,341,399
MONTANA ) 383,074 251,934 325,809 577,743 7,790,102
NEBRASKA 225,114 238,325 30,495 268,820 2,857,764
NEVADA 159,198 211,587 44,243 255,830 2,921,418
NEW HAMPSHIRE 156,985 113,340 55,794 169,134 3,518,340
NEW JERSEY 229,398 333,044 12,958 346,002 4,749,260
NEW MEXICO 265,470 231,215 93,092 324,307 3.819,309
NEW YORK 1,051,781 887,195 165,543 1,052,738 13,847,897
NGQRTH CARCLINA 558,048 593,768 48,321 642,089 10,866,395
NORTH DAKQOTA 126,204 128,083 16,395 144,478 1,062,729
OHIO 1,041,662 922,853 122,876 1,045,729 15,942,865
OKLAHOMA 620,585 454,104 97,021 551,125 7,251,341
OREGON 678,508 804,428 185,655 980,083 12,331,690
PENNSYLVANIA 1,183,432 1,800,604 143,418 1,944,022 17,384,435
RHODE ISLAND 34,774 47,974 4,730 52,704 422,020
SOUTH CAROLINA 502,309 507,926 80,189 588,115 5,381,307
SOUTH DAKOTA 212,132 244,956 68,646 313,602 2,624,485
TENNESSEE 908,807 945,213 186,981 1,132,194 10,850,870
TEXAS 1,699,199 2,266,067 108,936 2,375,003 26,420,733
UTAH 491,014 509,849 285,729 795,578 7,739,547
VERMONT 96,733 80,855 50,719 131,574 2,222,100
VIRGINIA 604,951 728,826 83512 812,338 8,007,367
WASHINGTON 793,598 900,561 58,808 960,368 14,549,673
WEST VIAGINIA 296,367 260,727 35,640 296,367 4,495,729
WISCONSIN 1,374,809 1,117,540 320,768 1,438,308 19,860,842
WYOMING 287,046 122,660 310,250 432,910 5,355,036
TOTALS*"" 29,935,533 30,790,243 7,074,407 37,864,650 $446.987,305

* A pald license holder is one individual regardless of the number of licenses purchased.
(Data certified by State Fish and Game Departments.)

** Period covered not identified to period covered by certification for all States.

***Pargons who fished in more than one State are counted in each State whera they fished.



