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The Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) survey is a cooperative effort 
between the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and the State workforce agencies. 



For every occupation, the OES program has data 
on the total U.S. employment and the distribution 
of wages, including the mean wage and the 10th, 
25th, 50th (median), 75th, and 90th percentiles.  
Occupational data for geographic areas include 
employment and wages for each of the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.  Local area data for each occupation is 
available for 375 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs), 
34 metropolitan divisions within 11 of the largest MSAs, 
and 170 nonmetropolitan areas. National industry-
specific estimates are available by industry sector and 
for 290 detailed industries. 
The OES survey is a cooperative effort between  BLS 
and the State workforce agencies. Employment and 
wage data for more than 800 occupations were col-
lected from a sample of 1.2 million business establish-
ments, employing more than 80 million workers, in 6 
semiannual panels between November 2003 and May 
2006. Wage data for all establishments were updated 
to the May 2006 reference period, and employment 
data were updated to the average of the November 
2005 and the May 2006 reference periods. Information 
on OES sampling and estimation methodology is pro-
vided in the technical note that is included in appendix 
B and on the OES Web site, www.bls.gov/oes.  
The OES Web site www.bls.gov/oes includes elec-
tronic copies of all charts in this book, files with data for 
all occupations in all industries, and files for all States 
and metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas. Tables 
that were published in printed form in previous years 
are available in electronic form on the Web site cited 
at the end of this publication. These tables include 

national cross-industry employment and wage data for 
all occupations; the largest occupations in over 300 
industries; and profiles for all occupations.   
Material in this publication is in the public domain and, 
with appropriate citation, may be reproduced without 
permission. Questions about OES data can be directed 
to the information phone line at (202) 691-6569 or sent 
to OESInfo@bls.gov. 

Preface

This chart book, Occupational Employ-
ment and Wages, 2006, is a product 
of the Occupational Employment 
Statistics (OES) program of the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). The 
OES program produces employment 
and wage estimates for more than 800 
occupations by geographic area and 
industry.  
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The information provided in this chart book is possible 
due to the cooperation of more than a million business 
establishments that provide information on their 
workers to their State workforce agency and the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS).  
State workforce agencies within each State collect 
and verify almost all data provided. BLS selects the 
sample, produces the estimates, and provides techni-
cal procedures and financial support to the States. 
BLS also collects a small portion of the data from 
employers.
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Commissioner for Occupational Statistics and Employ-
ment Projections, and George D. Stamas, Chief, 
Division of Occupational Employment Statistics. 
Laurie Salmon, manager of Publications and 
Analysis in Occupational Employment 
Statistics, provided planning and day-to-day 
direction. Dina Itkin coordinated the produc-
tion of the chart book. The tables, charts, 
and maps were prepared by Benjamin 
Cover, Jeffrey Holt, Dina Itkin, John Jones, 
Rebecca Keller, Michael Soloy, Zachary 
Warren, and Audrey Watson. Cover 
art, typesetting, and layout were 
furnished by Keith Tapscott, and 
editorial services were provided 
by Monica Gabor of the Office of 
Publications and Special Studies, 
Division of Publishing, 
William Parks II, Chief. 

Acknowledgements

iv



Page Occupation Focus
2 Figure 1 Largest occupations in the United States, May 2006
4 Figure 2 Smallest occupations in the United States, May 2006
6 Figure 3 Largest occupations earning wages near the U.S. median, May 2006 
8 Figure 4 Wages for occupations with high fatality rates, May 2006

10 Figure 5 Occupations with different wage variation, May 2006
11 Figure 6 Occupations with a similar mean wage, but a different wage potential, May 2006

Occupations within Industries
14 Figure 7 Industries with the highest employment of environmental occupations and their annual wages, May 2006
16 Figure 8 Profile for registered nurses (RNs), May 2006
18 Figure 9 Career choices of drivers in the United States, May 2006

Industry Focus
22 Figure 10 Largest occupations in nonstore retailers and their mean wages, May 2006
23 Figure 11 Largest occupations in general merchandise stores and their mean wages, May 2006
24 Figure 12 Wages for selected occupational groups in the health care and social assistance and manufacturing sectors, May 2006
26 Figure 13 Employment changes in the oil and gas extraction industry, 2003-2006

State Focus
30 Figure 14 A look at Pennsylvania’s occupational workforce, in percent, May 2006
31 Figure 15 Selected occupations in Pennsylvania, May 2006 
32 Figure 16 Share of State employment in computer and mathematical occupations, May 2006
33 Figure 17 Annual mean wage for computer and mathematical occupations, by State, May 2006
34 Figure 18 States that employed the most and fewest selected service occupations per capita, May 2006
36 Figure 19 Wages and percent of employment by selected State and occupational group, May 2006

Area Focus
40 Figure 20 Share of employment of elementary school teachers in California, May 2006
41 Figure 21 Average mean wages for elementary school teachers in California, May 2006
42 Figure 22 Pecentage of employment of architecture and engineering occupations by area, May 2006
43 Figure 23 Employment of architecture and engineering occupations by area, May 2006
44 Figure 24 Metropolitan areas with the highest concentrations of fast food cooks and fitness trainers and aerobics instructors, May 2006
46 Figure 25 Metropolitan areas and divisions with the highest concentration of selected arts, entertainment, and sports occupations, May 2006
48 Figure 26 Occupational employment and wages in metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas in Texas, May 2006 
50 Figure 27 Occupations most likely found in nonmetropolitan areas, May 2006

Contents

O c c u p a t i o n a l  E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  W a g e s  2 0 0 6

v


	OES Chart book with bookmarks 1.pdf
	OES Chart book with bookmarks 2.pdf
	OES Chart book with bookmarks 3.pdf
	OES Chart book with bookmarks 4.pdf
	OES Chart book with bookmarks 5.pdf
	OES Chart book with bookmarks 6.pdf
	OES Chart book with bookmarks 7.pdf

