


esticides are used to protect food from pests, such as

insects, rodents, weeds, mold, and bacteria. While

pesticides have important uses, studies show that some pes-

ticides cause health problems at certain levels of exposure.

To protect your health, the Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) sets standards on the amount of pesticides

that may remain on food, if pesticides are applied.

The Food Quality Protection Act, signed into law by

President Clinton in 1996, now sets a tougher standard for

pesticide use on food. EPA will consider the public's overall

exposure to pesticides (through food, water, and in home

environments) when making decisions to set standards for

pesticide use on food.

Infants and children may be more
vulnerable to pesticide exposure

Most importantly, each of these decisions must protect

infants and children, whose developing bodies may be espe-

cially vulnerable to pesticide exposure.

Ø Since their internal organs are still developing and

maturing, infants and children may be more vulnerable

to health risks posed by pesticides.

Ø In relation to their body weight, infants and children eat

and drink more than adults, which may increase their

exposure to pesticides in food and water.

Ø Certain behaviors--such as playing on floors or lawns or

putting objects in their mouths--increase a child's expo-

sure to pesticides used in homes and yards.

By 2006, EPA must review all old pesticides to make

sure that their use on food meets the new, tougher safety

standard. At the same time, the federal government is

encouraging the innovation of safer pesticides that are less

likely to cause health problems.

You and your family have a right to know under the law

that in certain cases, such as significant disruption of U.S.

food production, a pesticide not meeting the safety standard

may be authorized. If this happens, EPA will work with

grocery stores to inform you of such pesticides, foods that

might contain them, and equally nutritious alternatives.
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