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BEA International Data

International Transactions Accounts
Exports and imports of goods and services
Income receipts and payments
Unilateral transfers
Capital and financial Account

International Investment Position of 
the United States
Operations of multinational companies
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BEA International Data, Continued

International services—detailed annual data
Direct investment—detailed annual balance 
of payments data

U.S. direct investment abroad
Foreign direct investment in the United States

Operations of multinational companies
U.S. MNCs (U.S. parents and foreign affiliates)
U.S. operations of foreign MNCs
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BEA Innovation-Related Data: Overview

International services exports and imports
Royalties and license fees
Research, development, and testing services

Sales of services through affiliates
Scientific research and development services

MNC R&D activity
R&D spending; R&D employment

Other
R&D link project
R&D satellite account
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Royalties and License Fees

Transactions between U.S. and foreign 
residents involving intangible assets 
and property rights

Techniques, processes, and formulas used 
in production
Trademarks, copyrights, broadcast rights
Rights to distribute and use general-use 
computer software
Other intangibles
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Chart 1 U.S. Receipts and Payments of
Royalties and License Fees,1992-2005
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Chart 2 Royalty and License Fee Receipts
1992-2005
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Chart 3 Royalty and License Fee Payments
1992-2005
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Royalties and License Fees

Where to Find the Data
Quarterly and annual aggregate data

International Transactions Accounts

Annual data by detailed country and by type of 
intellectual property

Annual Survey of Current Business article on 
international services

BEA Web site—international pages
“Balance of payments” –International Transactions 
Account tables, including interactive tables
“Trade in Goods and Services”—detailed annual 
historical data
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Exports and Imports of Research, 
Development, and Testing Services

Included in the “Business, professional, 
and technical services” category in BEA 
tables
Annual series

Unaffiliated data start in 1986 
Affiliated data start in 2001
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Chart 4 Research, Development, and
Testing Services, 2001-2004
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Exports and Imports of Research, 
Development, and Testing Services

Where to find the data
Annual Survey of Current Business article 
on international services

Includes data by country

BEA Web site—International
“Trade in goods and services”
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Sales Through Affiliates:
Scientific Research and Development Services

Focus is on transactions excluded from U.S. 
international transactions accounts
Source: Data on the operations of MNCs

U.S. MNCs—U.S parent companies and their 
foreign affiliates
U.S. affiliates of foreign MNCs

Sales data are part of larger data sets on the 
financing and operations of MNCs

Assets, value added, employment, trade, capital 
expenditures
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Sales Through Affiliates:
Scientific Research and Development Services

Sales to foreign residents by foreign 
affiliates of U.S. MNCs

Foreign-to-foreign transaction

Sales to U.S. residents by U.S. affiliates of 
foreign MNCs

U.S.-to-U.S. transaction

Data classified based on industry of affiliate 
(NAICS 5417) 
Most recent data – 2003
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Sales Through Affiliates:
Scientific Research and Development Services

Statistics: Sales to foreign customers by 
foreign affiliates 

Affiliate sales were $2.2 billion in 2003
Much smaller than exports of R&D services which 
were $8.8 billion in 2003
Data available by area and major country

Europe--$1.8 billion in 2003 

Sales down slightly from $2.4 billion in 2000
But healthy growth of foreign affiliate R&D spending 
(more later)
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Sales Through Affiliates:
Scientific Research and Development Services

Statistics: Sales to U.S. customers by 
U.S. affiliates 

Sales by affiliates were $0.6 billion in 
2003

Much smaller than R&D imports which were 
$4.4 billion in 2003

Data by area and country of owner
Europe $0.2 billion in 2003

Sales down from $0.7 billion in 2000
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Sales Through Affiliates:
Scientific Research and Development Services

Where to find the data
Annual Survey of Current Business article on international 
services
BEA Web site—International

“Trade in goods and services”

Data available only for recent years
Sales by foreign affiliates—1999 forward
Sales by U.S. affiliates—1997 forward

Data do not cover sales of R&D services by affiliates 
classified in other industries
Other innovation-related industries

Computer systems design and related services?
Others?
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MNC R&D Data

R&D expenditures
For most recent years data are on a performance 
basis (definition consistent with NSF)

Funded data collected in benchmark surveys
Data for earlier years on a funded basis

R&D employment
Number of full-time and part-time employees at 
yearend
NSF—Number of full-time equivalent employees
Difference not significant (more later)
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Chart 5          R&D Spending by U.S. MNCs
1997-2003
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U.S.-MNC R&D EMPLOYMENT

Collected in benchmark survey years--1977, 
1982, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004 

2004 data will be released later in 2006

Parent R&D employment 
1999—647 thousand (84% of MNC total)

Majority-owned affiliate R&D employment
1999—124 thousand (16% of MNC total)

Data available by industry and, for foreign 
affiliates, by country
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Chart 6 R&D Spending by U.S. Affiliates of
Foreign Companies, 1997-2003
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R&D Employment of U.S. Affiliates

Annual data
Detail available: industry by major country 
(UBO)
2003 employment of majority-owned 
affiliates = 123 thousand 
11% of R&D employment of U.S. businesses
Affiliate employment highly concentrated by 
industry

One-half in drugs, computers and electronic 
products, and transportation equipment mfg.
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Chart 7                         U.S Affiliate R&D
Employment, 2003
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MNC R&D Data

Where to find the data
Annual articles in Survey of Current Business on 
MNC operations

R&D expenditures by industry and by country

BEA Web site—International (new interactive 
tables)

Additional detail for R&D expenditures 
R&D employment

Break in series—limited data available for 
majority-owned U.S. affiliates for years prior 
to 2002
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R&D Link Project

Linked BEA MNC R&D data with NSF/Census 
Bureau R&D data for all U.S. businesses
Feasibility study
Goals

Create an integrated data set covering domestic 
and international dimensions of R&D
Obtain additional information on R&D activities 
of MNCs
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R&D Link Project

Findings 
Feasible to link the data

Linked U.S. parent data for 1999 and U.S. affiliate data for 
1997 to all U.S. business data from the RD1

Obtained new data for MNCs (e.g., separate data on basic 
research, applied research, and development)
Could produce data on MNC R&D by state
Improved sample frames and data quality
Effect of definitional differences minor (R&D employment)

Report available on NSF, Census, and BEA Web sites
Future: Link data for more recent years
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