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Figure 5-1. Highway Fuel Usage, 1970–2006

From 1970 to 2006, total highway fuel consumption increased from 
92 billion gallons to nearly 175 billion gallons. 

Data Source for Figures 5-1 and 5-2: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway 
Administration, Office of Highway Policy Information, Highway Statistics

The number of registered vehicles has increased each 
year of the last four decades, and the number of licensed 
drivers is also climbing. The result is more travel on the 
Nation’s highways—the number of vehicle miles traveled 
has been increasing. One key ingredient which made the 
VMT growth possible is fuel—gasoline, diesel, and other 
less common fuels.

Motor Fuel5
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Figure 5-2. Fuel Consumption by State, 2006

AL

AK

AZ

AR

CA

CO

CT

DC

DE

FL

GA

HI

ID

IL

IA

KS

KY

LA

ME

MD

MA

MI

MN

MS

MO

MT

NE

NV

NH

NJ

NM

NY

NC

ND

OH

OK

OR

PA

RI

SC

SD

TN

TX

UT

VT

VA

WA

WV

WI

WY

IN

St
at

e

Gallons (Millions)

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000 18,000 20,000


