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Gerald W. Gates is the Chief Privacy Officer at the U.S. Census Bureau. Absent a two-year stint with the U.S. Navy, he has worked for the Census Bureau since receiving a bachelor’s degree in business and statistics from the University of Colorado in 1970.   He managed various business and household surveys in the Business and Demographic Surveys Divisions before joining the Policy Office in 1985.  

From 1998 to 2005, he served as Chief of the Policy Office where he developed official Census Bureau policies with a focus on the statistical use of administrative data, access to and protection of statistical data, and privacy issues surrounding the collection and linkage of personal information.  In 2001, Mr. Gates helped establish the Census Bureau’s data stewardship program to ensure that executive decisions reflect a thoughtful analysis of both business objectives and legal/ethical obligations.  Under this framework, he chaired a standing Census Bureau committee promoting privacy policy and research.  

Mr. Gates is a member of the American Statistical Association (ASA), the Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM), and the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP).  He is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association (ASA) and a member of their Committee on Privacy and Confidentiality, which he chaired on two separate occasions from 1992-1994 and from 2000-2003.  He currently chairs the Social Statistics Section of the ASA.  During the Clinton Administration, Mr. Gates chaired the interagency Information Infrastructure Task Force’s Privacy Working Group that proposed a set of privacy principles and governmental strategies for protecting privacy for the National Information Infrastructure. He also served as the U.S. Representative to the Council of Europe Working Party that developed Recommendations on the Protection of Personal Data—Statistics.  

Mr. Gates is currently in the Department of Commerce SES Candidate Development Program.  He is the author of numerous papers on privacy research, perceptions of confidentiality, and alternatives for providing access to statistical data.  He has been recognized for his contributions to promoting privacy, including the Department of Commerce Bronze Medal for his leadership in the development of administrative records policy and of privacy protection of respondents. He is a past recipient of the Federal Computer Week  “Federal 100” awards, the annual list recognizing 100 key federal employees for outstanding work.  Mr. Gates can be contacted at:  Gerald.W.Gates@census.gov, 301-763-2515. 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS/RECOGNITIONS 


Member, American Statistical Association (ASA), 1986-present.

Member, Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology (FCSM), 1996-present.
Member, International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP), 2004-present.


Chair, American Statistical Association (ASA) Social Statistics Section, 2005.

Chair, ASA Committee on Privacy and Confidentiality, 1992-1994, 2001-2003.
Council of Sections Representative to the Board of Directors, ASA, 1999-2001.
Chair, ASA Section on Government Statistics, 1996.
Fellow, ASA, 1996.

U.S. Department of Commerce Bronze Medal, 1996.
 
Chair, Clinton Administration's Information Infrastructure Task Force Privacy Working Group, 1994-1996.


Federal 100 Award, Federal Computer Week Magazine, 1995.

U.S. Representative to Council of Europe, Project Group on Data Protection, Working Party 13 on Protection of Personal Data--Statistics, 1991-1994.


PROFESSIONAL PAPERS AND ARTICLES


Data Stewardship and Accountability at the U.S. Census Bureau, with Nancy Potok, Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology Working Paper #xx, Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology, Statistical Policy Office of the Office of Management and Budget, forthcoming.

Discussion of Statistical Data Stewardship in the 21st Century, 2002 Proceedings of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria VA, 2003, pp. 1136-1138.

A Holistic Approach to Confidentiality Assurance in Statistical Data, Statistical Journal of the United Nations, ECE 18 (2001), pp. 299-307.


Should We Continue to Release Public Use Microdata Files?  Reflections on a 1998 Panel Discussion, Of Significance...A Topical Journal of The Association of Public Data Users--Confidentiality, Volume 2, Number 1, Arlington VA, 2000, pp. 24-27.  

Of Significance...A Topical Journal of The Association of Public Data Users--Confidentiality, Doyle, Pat, Gates, Gerald, and Laura Zayatz, Guest Editors, Volume 2, Number 1, Arlington VA, 2000.


Confidentiality: keeping the promise. Encyclopedia of the U.S. Census, Margo Anderson, editor, Congressional Quarterly Press, Washington, DC, 2000, pp. 80-83.

Making Data More Accessible in a Climate where Perception Matters, Statistical Data Confidentiality, Statistical Office of the European Communities, 1999, pp. 47-55.

Privacy Research Involving Expanded Uses of Administrative Records, with Debbie Bolton, 1998 Proceedings of the Section on Government Statistics and the Social Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria VA, 1999, pp. 203-208.

Information Privacy: Redefining the Legal and Ethical Framework when the Physical Boundaries Disappear, 1997 Proceedings of the Section on Government Statistics and the Social Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria VA, 1998, pp. 65-74.

Technology, Privacy and Federal Statistics, 1995 Proceedings of the Government Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria VA, 1996, pp. 143-148.

Does the Federal Statistical System Need a Privacy/Data Protection Board?, with Virginia DeWolf, 1994 Proceedings of the Government Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria VA, 1995, pp. 115-120.

ARIS—An Administrative Records Information Resource for Statisticians, with Henry Palacios, 1994 Proceedings of the Government Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association; Alexandria VA, 1995, pp. 189-193.

Discussion—Computer Security, Journal of Official Statistics: Confidentiality and Data Access, Statistics Sweden, Volume 9, No. 2, 1993, pp. 503-506.

Data Protection: Do Respondents, Data Collectors and Users Agree on its Meaning? with Robert Groves, Proceedings of the International Seminar on Statistical Confidentiality; Dublin Ireland, 1992, pp. 49-59.

 Discussion on Paradigm Shifts Using Administrative Records, Statistical Policy Working Paper 20, Report on the Seminar on Quality of Federal Data Part 1-3, Federal Committee on Statistical Methodology, Statistical Policy Office of the Office of Management and Budget, March 1991, pp. 77-82.

 Discussion on Statistics and Database Spies, 1990 Proceedings of the Section on Statistical Computing of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria VA, 1991, pp. 23-25.


Census Bureau Microdata: Providing Useful Research Data While Protecting the Anonymity of Respondents, 1988 Proceedings of the Social Statistics Section of the American Statistical Association. Alexandria, VA, 1989, pp. 235-240.

 Evaluating the Effects of Tax Reform on Census Bureau Programs, Proceedings of an International Symposium on Statistical Uses of Administrative Data, J.W. Coombs and M.P. Singh editors, Statistics Canada, 1988, pp. 301-312.

Consent, Matching, and Release for Publicly Collected Data, with William Butz, 1986 Proceedings of the Section on Survey Research Methods of the American Statistical Association, Alexandria, VA 1987, pp. 16-18.

