Differences in employment composition help

explain differences in State average wages.

Figure 19 Wages and percent of employment by selected State
and occupational group, May 2006

Occupational composition Occupational group

varies by State.

e Virginia had one of the highest
concentrations of business
and financial operations
occupations and one of the
S Alabama 1608 32 18 0.5 56 0.9 25 22 8.0 53 119 84
healthcare support occupa- Arkansas 1484 30 12 0.6 6.0 0.7 2.7 19 7.9 43 130 109
tions, and West Virginia had Colorado 1993 52 35 13 5.5 14 19 2.1 8.9 6.4 47 6.2
o T [ e Florida 1722 46 19 0.6 5.0 12 25 26 9.4 6.5 45 6.6
o o e e T T Hawail 1857 39 14 10 6.5 16 22 32 M9 51 3.0 7.0
operations occupations and daho 1673 33 17 16 5.6 12 27 18 8.1 6.6 6.5 75
one of the highest concentra- Indiana 1692 3.1 13 0.6 5.6 1.0 23 18 8.8 49 137 90
tions of health care support Kentucky 1610 29 13 0.6 6.0 0.9 2.7 2.0 8.7 48 118 89
occupations. Massachusetts 2276 53 36 15 6.7 15 3.0 2.2 8.2 37 56 5.2
Michigan 19.82 46 22 0.8 6.1 12 2.9 19 8.4 38 108 69
e California had one of Nebraska 1649 42 24 0.9 6.0 12 28 15 8.3 48 9.0 8.8
the highest employment Nevada 1731 3.1 1.1 0.6 3.8 13 15 2.9 12.8 9.7 3.6 8.0
concentrations of arts, design, New Hampshire 1887 44 26 0.7 73 0.9 24 17 8.4 4.1 7.9 5.7
entertainment, sports, and New Mexico 1634 3.0 15 12 6.9 1.0 26 28 9.6 7.9 43 5.8
media occupations, and one North Carolina ~ 17.08 35 2.1 1.0 6.4 0.9 3.2 2.1 8.4 49 105 79
of the lowest employment Oklahoma 1566 3.7 18 0.9 6.6 1.0 3.0 23 8.3 5.5 8.1 7.0
concentrations of installation, Pennsylvania 1807 45 20 1.0 6.1 11 3.1 2.0 8.2 4.2 8.3 78
maintenance, and repair South Dakota 1465 37 14 0.9 5.8 13 28 15 102 56 7.9 75
occupations. West Virginia and Utah 1700 42 27 12 5.7 14 22 17 73 74 8.0 6.9
Louisiana, on the other hand, Washington 2063 46 34 16 5.8 14 25 18 8.6 5.5 6.2 75
had the opposite distribution. Wisconsin 1766 4.2 18 0.9 5.6 12 2.9 18 8.6 42 126 82

See Web site for full table containing all States and occupations.



"'l**q

Occupational Employment and Wages 2006

Some of the highest-paying States (The District of
Columbia, Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut, and
Alaska) have high employment concentrations of com-
munity and social services; legal; education, training,

miprary; arts, design, entertainment, sports, and
a; and protective service occupations.

me of the lowest-paying States (Mississippi, South
kota, Montana, West Virginia, North Dakota, and
Louisiana) have relatively high employment concentra-
_tions of food preparation and serving; and installation,
maintenance, and repair occupations.
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