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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

On thevbasis of preliminary figures, motor-vehicle travel on main and
local roads for the country as a whole was higher during January.1950 than in
any previous January.
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) Vehicle-miles Percentage change from—
(millions) | oy 1943 | 1949
Main rural roads....... | 10,619 | +u42.4 | +135.4 | +11.2
Local rural roads...... 3,774 +29.1 | ¥103.0 +7.5
A1l rural roads........ 14,393 | +38.6 § +125.9 +10.2
“’w'" ‘ .
Traffic on rural roads in the geographic regions and changes from previ-
ous years were as follows:
Vehicle-miles | Percentage change from—
(mitlions) | 1o41 | 1943 | 1949
Eastern regionS.ceesceee 4,818-f . +35.8 | +150.3 +10.0
Central regionS.ccacess 7,392, t42.4 ) +117.0| +12.6
Nestern regions....eaes 2,183 +33.0 ] +109.9° + 3.6
Travel on city streets was élso heavier than in any previous January.
Comparisons with January of previous years for city streets, rural roads, and
all roads and streets are as follows: :
‘ Percentaﬁe change frome
| 19%1 I3 1949
cit’ streets..'..'..‘.'."Ill.'l.l‘l.lll i +q'5-' +‘20-5 +6I5
ﬂ Rural -rOﬂds---:----a-.o-n;.-.-nunnnaulo ‘ +38.6] +125.9 +10.2
A1) roads and ‘tr“t‘--an-n-llnnanulot ’ +42.0] +123.0 +8.2
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Table I.—PRELIMINARY SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR JANUARY 1950 INCLUDING
700 STATIONS IN 45 STATES

Type of highway
and State

-Number
of -
stations

Traffic volume
percentage
change from

January 1949 ||

Type of highway
and State

Number
of
stations

Traffic volume
percentage

- change from

January 1949

STATE HIGHWAYS

Alabama. cvevevesscencns
Arizona..vevesennsesves:
Arkansas.cesescsosaseas
Californiasessesasaesae

colorado-...-nu--...- :

Connecticut.svvesrenass
Delaware.seessscsnscacs
Floridacsscesscsessnces
Georgiacesserssecennevs
1dahOcecsscsncesasaansn
111in0iSisecacesennnnss
indianascssccssssvavnas
fOWadsesssusnesansnnnes
KansasSe ssessensvnansans
Kentuckyssesnouanonnnas
Louisianassescanasucuss
Main€isesavessrssansnans

‘Marylandeeesacssnnsanes

Massachusetts.ccaeacsss
Michigan.ecesessiesnnes
Minnesota.sserececensan
MissisSipPiserassnanens
MiSSOUrisesasnsnansnnas
Montana. ecesensnensrnss
NEbraska.seseseensonses
Nevadaseesessnsasesnsns
New Hampshire.eeonauvses
New Jerseyeserssssasnns
New MeXiCOuuaeassnssnns
New Yorkeceesesnasonses
North Carolinac.seeuses
North Dakota..ssosssses
OhiOieaenssscannsnansens
Okl1ahomassessoserracaas
OregoN.csscecssssssanss
Pennsylvania.ceesenaacs
Rhode island..eecoennse

South Carolina.esecesss

swth Dakotalll.l'.t.‘t
Tennesseeecececisscesss

i3

22
17

19

21

EEERREN]

iy
13
34
12

17

26
24
10
25
12
1
16
13

15

20
b

10 .

20

30

21
156

+  +16.8

+3.2
- +9.2
+6.8
T4y 6
+15.2
+i4.0
+10.7
+4.2
+5.8
+28.9
+11.6

+29.5
+17.7

+17.3
+3.6
+18.4
+9.1
+5.8
+0.4
+2.2
+22.2
+4.5
+64.7
+18.8
+8.1

+10.6 -

+29.0
+18.4
+28.3

+6.4
+33.8
-26.0
+10.4
+21.8

+4.0
+29.0
+10.1

STATE HIGHWAYS—Con.

TeXaStevrescsscnansnenes
Utahiieevassecassnasnnss
Vermont.e.eeseosssrsoone
Virginiaiescaseoesaseess
Washingtonceseennossnnas
West Virginiacessesoaces
Wisconsiluuesesnuncasnes
Wyomingeseaenssnnnasases

TOTAL-~45 STATES:vesse
LOCAL HIGHWAYS

Alabama. ceeenvvnnscacasns
Connecticutiserencenrnns
Delawar@. s ssacsvavesenn
Be0rgiadueeerssarinsnnnes
Indiana. ceesssacnannonns
|OWAsavenansasssenaansaa
Marylandesseonscogsnenss
Michigan.ssesesseacsnnsns

MiSSOUFiseausessncanonas

Montanascesssnsssesnesss
Nebraska.veesonssasesace
North Dakotacssesencssas
OhiOsesssasreencnnnnnnsns
Oregon.veessnsssenssanas
Rhode Istandiseesesvanss
South Dakota ..cuseeeas

WisconsiNiseeoasosannaes |

TUTAL-—15 STATES- terue

ALL HIGHWAYS—
45 S?‘Am'l‘llll'llQ‘QI

3 EASTERN REGIONS....

4 CENTRAL REGIONS.«.s

2 WESTERN REGIONS.....

92
12

10
1

!

+18.0
+22.3
+9.0
-20.8
+3.8
+13.6
+30.4

3

674

+11.2

- - W N

NN =N -

ERENENN N

_—N -

+12.1
+8.8
+0.5

S +11.9
+5.6
+8.6
- 6.6
- 3.8
+27.6
+27.%
+21.9
+7.4
-3.7

- +6.6
+562.2

26

+7.5

700

+10.2

190
394

116

+10.0
+12.6

+3.5
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Table 2. —REVISED SUMMARY OF AUTOMATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR DECEMBER 1949 INCLUDING -
754 STATIONS IN 47 STATES®

Traffic volume Traffic volume
) Number | e rcentage o Number percentage
Region and State of change from Region and State of change from
‘ stations | cember 1948 statims December |948
NEW ENGLAND: , . EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:
Connecticut.ceaccaas 20 +15.0]] Alabamlicecececnsans 8 +9.6
M3inC.eececssncasncs 12 +2.1 KentuCkyeeeooaeccoee 13 +13.1
MassachusettS..eeas. 9 +14.6 Mississippiceacasaas 10 | +8.3
New Hampshire€...eceae 15 +3.4|] = Tennesse@ueuceecavee 16" +23.1
Rhode {sland.cceaese 4 +5.0 Subtotal..eessnas 47 +13.4
Vermont..eeeccnccans 12 +3.7
Subtotal.eeesess 72 +10.5|| WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: :
ArkansasS..caesencnse 14 +11.3
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: v Louisianaiccecasesas 31 +17.2
MNew Jersey.cecaneass L +9.4 Oklahomaeccaacaccsns 20 +7.0
NEW YOrKeeseesanaous | anvvase [eansennsnnnin TeXaS.ueacccasisnses 91 +9.2
Pennsyivanideeececeass 30 +6.2 Subtotal..ceeseae 156 +10.4
Subtotalisessssee 34 +7.0 :
HOUNTAIN: _
SOUTH ATLANTIC: AriZond.eccescecscss 5} -1l.5
Delaware.ceessencsss 5 +23.1 Colorado.essscessacs 22 +22.4
Maryland.uccausncaes I8 +14.8|] IdahOeescnernnansens 8 +27.8
Virginide.eeeeseenss 3 $10.2|[  Montana.....ieenise. i +13.0
West Virginia.icoas 10 +6.7 Nevadaseececucosvaes 16° +8.2
Subtotal north ) New MeXiCOsaauncsaes 15 +1.5 =
POrtion.ceeeeans 36 +14.1 Utahesecesearoonans 12 +2.8
. e Wyomingeecuesesssenne 6 +13.4
Floridascessesncsenas 20 +11.56 Subtotal..eeensee 08 +10.0
Georgideacsanssncees 10 +2.7
North Carolina...... 20 +9.4 || PACIFIC:
South Carolina...... 8 -0.2 California.ceecos... 6 +0.1
Subtotal south Oregoncecscssccacsae 20 0.0
POrtioN.eeeesaas 58 +7.7 Washington.......... 10 +10.9
Subtotal Subtotal.ceanncas 36 +3.6
regioNieeaies 94 | +10.5
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: TOTAL ALL STATES,.... 754 +8.4
[11in0iScaaeanaasecs 5 +12.9
Indianacessessaccnes 22 +11.0 '
Michigan. ..ueeescsss 28 +1.9 STATE HIGHWAYS...euee 7?4 +8.6
OhiOceeasossancncsns 13 +3.2 :
HisconSiN.eeeesancae 9 +10.0 LOCAL HIGIWAYS..;..’.. 30 +7.7
Subtotal.eeeeanas 77 +5.7 ‘ .
WEST NORTH CENTRAL: . ‘ 3 EASTERN REGIONS.... 204 8.0
|OWBsacacaanscnanees 33 +12.2 ’
Kansas.eesssccaicans 14 | +2.6|{ : :
Minnesota.ueescecsss 24 +11.1 || 4 CENTRAL REGIONS.... 420 10.1
MisSOUrisecsasncones 27 | +8.3" ‘ :
Nebraska..eceecesses 12 +20.9° .
North Dakota........ NED, +11.6 || 2 WESTERN REGIONS.... 134 4.0
South Dakota..oeeees 171 +7.4 '
Subtotalieeeesess 140 | +10.1

1Combined State and

local highways.
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