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Estimated Vehicle- Miles of Travel by Region - November 1996 - (in Billions) 

x 
West North Central South Gulf Northeast South Atlantic 
41 .I 47.6 37.7 31.3 39.0 

Change in Traffic as compared to the same month last year. 
+0.7% +Om?% + I  -3% +I -9% +2.2% 

Note: All data for this month are preliminary. Revised values for the previous month are shown in Tables 1 and 2. 

r All vehicle- miles of travel computed with 1995 Table VM-2 as a base 

Compiled with data on hand as of January 22, 1997. 
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Traffic Volume Trends - November 1 996 
f l  
$ 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during November 1996 
on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 1.3 percent as compared to November 1995 
resulting in estimated travel for the month at 196.7 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
75.0 billion vehicle - miles on rural roads and 1 21.8 billion vehicle - miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year November Year to Date 
I 

1 970 89,684 1,030,417 
1 971 95,555 I ,090,100 
1 972 1 00,791 1 , I  67,324 
1 973 1 04,381 1,209,431 
I 974 1 05,079 1 ,I 84,562 
1 975 1 06,990 1,222,129 
1976 112,996 1,296,132 
1977 118,486 1,347,151 
1978 123,690 1,423,616 
1 979 1 23,381 1,405,906 
1 980 1 23,420 1,396,059 
1 981 1 24,804 1,425,848 
1982 127,061 1,465,342 
1 983 1 33,700 1,519,332 
1 984 I 37,272 1,580,675 

P 
1 985 1 40,872 1 ,633,179 
1986 147,813 1,688,612 
1 987 1 55,676 1,768,748 
1 988 1 62,957 1,860,788 
1 989 1 69,735 1 ,939,510 
1 990 1 71,565 1,978,880 
1 991 1 69,693 1,999,432 
1 992 1 77,380 2,066,153 
1993 1 82,322 2,109,876 
1994 190,074 2,164,501 , 
1 995 1 94,131 2,229,434 
1 996 1 96,664 2,269,341 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 

* change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 

For additional information, for extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, write: 
Kenneth H. Weity 
Federal Highway Administration 
Off ice of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street, S. W., Room 3300, HPM-30 Phone (202) 366-5055 
Washington, DC 20590 FAX (202) 366-7742 

Change of address information should also be sent to the above address. Send the back cover 
(including your old address) of the most recent issue you have received with the new information clearly 

r printed or typed. 
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Table 1 - Estimated Individual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
Month 

System JAN 1 FEB / MAR I APRIL I MAY / JUNE / JULY 1 AUG I SEP 1 OCT / NOV 1 DEC 

1995 tndividual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 
Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 

System 

15.3 

29.2 

25.5 

27.4 

69.1 

- 27.3 

193.8 

1996 Individual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

Month 

JAN 1 FEB 1 MAR I APRIL / MAY / JUNE 1 JULY 1 AUG / SEP 1 OCT NOV 1 OEC 

18.0 

29.6 

27.8 

29.1 

68.7 

- 
201.2 

14.7 

25.0 

23.3 

24.6 

59.3 

24.1 
171.1 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

18.4 

29.8 

27.9 

27.9 

66.9 

, 198.2 

15.4 

29.5 

25.6 

27.9 

69.9 

196.0 

I 

I 

I 

1995 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles ot Travel In Billions * 

Percent Change In Individual Monthly Travel 1996 vs. 1995 

Rural lnterstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

19.3 

33.0 

30.4 

29.8 

70.8 

212.6 

15.1 

25.4 

23.8 

25.3 

60.2 

27.77.7- 
174.3 

I 
Rural Interstate 1 .I 

Rurai Other Arterial 1 0.9 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

18.6 

29.8 

27.8 

29.3 

68.5 

28.3 

202.3 

Other Rural 

Urban lnterstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Otherurban 

,AII systems 

15.3 

29.2 

25.5 

27.4 

69.1 

- 27.3 

193.8 

1996 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 

0.9 

0.2 

1.9 

1 .I 

- 1.2 

1 .I 

1.3 

1 .I 

2.3 

1.3 

- 1.6 

I .5 

20.2 

32.7 

30.4 

29.7 

69.6 

211.4 

2.4 3.7 2.1 

1 .S 1 0.8 1 2.3 

0.2 

1.9 

1 .I 

- 1.2 

1 .I 

30.0 

54.2 

48.9 

52.0 

128.5 

51.4 
364.9 

48.0 

83.7 

76.6 

81.1 

197.1 

79.6 
566.1 

21.9 

34.8 

31.5 

29.7 

70.1 

217.2 

21.6 

34.4 

31.5 

50.4 

72.0 

2 8 . 2 2 7 . 3 2 9 . 3 2 8 . 8 2 9 . 1 2 9 . 4 2 7 . 6 2 8 . 2 2 6 . 8 2 s  

219.2 

18.8 

30.5 

28.6 

28.8 

68.7 

28.2 
203.5 

2.0 

2.7 

1.4 

- 2.0 

1.9 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

1.2 

0.8 

1.7 

0.7 

- I .I 

1 .I 

3.1 

3.2 1.3 

4'6 

66.4 

113.5 

104.6 

108.9 

264.0 

106.9 

764.3 

15.4 

29.5 

25.6 

27.9 

69.9 

- 27.7 

196.0 

30.5 

54.9 

49.4 

53.2 

130.1 

52.2 
370.3 

19.0 

31.6 

29.2 

28.5 

67.9 

203.9 

2.6 

3.6 

2.0 

2.9 
2.8 

0.2 

0.7 

-0.2 

- 0.3 

0.5 

Percent Change In Cumulative Monthly Travel 1996 vs. 1995 

1.5 

1.2 

2.1 

1.2 

1.6 - 
1.5 

20.2 

34.1 

31.2 

30.9 

72.2 

30.1 
218.6 

-O-I 1 
0.7 

1.6 

2.7 

1.4 

- 1 .O 

1.3 

0.9 

0.7 

0.0 

- 0.6 

0.8 

2.3 

3.4 

2.6 

3.0 
2.6 

85.7 

146.6 

134.9 

138.7 

334.8 

136.2 

976.9 

49.2 

84.7 

77.2 

82.4 

198.6 

80.5 
572.6 

19.0 

31.5 

29.5 

29.2 

69.3 

206.7 

19.1 

31.4 

29.1 

28.8 

68.1 

27.4 
204.1 

6.2 

2.0 3'0 1 1.9 

r 
Rural Interstate 

1.9 

1.5 

2.4 

1.4 

1.9 - 
1.8 

1.8 

2.9 

3.7 

- 2.6 

2.8 

2.8 

' -0.4 0 . ~ 1  2.8 

105.8 

179.3 

165.3 

168,4 

404.5 

165.0 

1188.3 

67.9 

115.2 

105.8 

111.2 

267.3 

108.6 

776.1 

1.1 1.7 

18.2 

28.8 

27.3 

27.6 

65.4 

194.1 

22.9 

35.7 

32.3 

31.1 

73.4 

30.0 
225.4 

20.8 

33.1 

30.6 

29.9 

69.6 

- 29.0 

213.1 

19.5 

32.3 

30.3 

30.0 

71.2 

28.8 
212.1 

2.3 

2.5 

2 .O 

- 1.9 

2.8 

-0.4 

1 .I 

0.3 

-0.6 
0.1 

1.7 

1.4 

2.1 

1 .I 

1.7 - 
1.6 

17.9 

28.3 

26.8 

27.7 

66.0 

193.3 

22.5 

35.5 

32.1 

30.6 

72.7 

29.9 
223.4 

18.2 

' 29.0 

27.8 

28.4 

66.3 

27.1 
196.7 

2.7 

2.5 

2.7 

- 2.2 

2.6 

127.7 

214.1 

196.9 

198.1 

474.6 

9 

1405.5 

88.1 

149.3 

137.0 

142.1 

339.4 

138.8 
994.7 

2.5 

1.8 

1.5 

2.2 

1.5 

1.8 - 
1.8 

108.9 

182.4 

167.6 

172.0 

409.1 

167.7 

1207.8 

2.4 

149.3 

248.5 

228.4 

228.5 

546.5 

223.5 

1624.7 

2.1 

1.6 

2.3 

1.6 

1 .8 - 
2 .O 

187.3 

311.5 

287.2 

286.3 

683.8 

279.3 

2035.3 

168.3 

280.0 

257.7 

257.0 

614.4 

251.1 
1828.6 

131.5 

217.9 

199.7 

202.6 

481.8 

197.6 

1431 .I 

2.9 

1.8 

1.3 

2.1 

1.4 

- 1.6 

1.7 

205.5 

340.3 

314.5 

313.9 

749.2 

306.1 

2229.4 

154.4 

253.7 

232.0 

233.7 

555.2 

227.6 

1656.5 

2.9 

223.4 

368.6 

341.3 

341.5 

815.2 

332.8 
2422.8 

1.9 

1.5 

2.2 

1.6 

1.6 - 
1.8 

173.5 

285.1 

261 .I 

262.5 

623.3 

255.0 

1860.6 

2.9 

1.5 

1.6 

1.8 

193.0 

317.4 

291.4 

292.5 

694.4 

283.8 

2072.7 

3.4 

211.2 

346.4 

319.2 

320.9 

760.8 

310.9 
2269.3 

3.1 3.1 
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1994 1995 1996 
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Traffic Volume Trends Rural* 

,P Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 
\ (Includes Preliminary Data for Novem ber 1 996) 

Year - 1995 

Rural Interstate Rural Other Arterial - % 

Jan " 29,230 21.8 

f ~ e b  14,749 5.3 [ Feb 24,960 4.8 / Feb 23,339 1.OlFeb 63,048 3.5 / ~ e b  171,052 2.7 

Other Rural - % 

Jan 25,525 8.9 

Total Rural % - 
Jan 70,026 13.9Jan 

Q1 47,972 

May 19,297 

All Systems - % 

193,837 14.4 

Q2 57,870 

1st Half 105,842 

21,877 

3.6 

2.8 Mar 27,770 

Q1 83,741 9 . 4  Q576,634 

291551 

.i 29,781 2.1 Apr 27,930 -0.0 

May 33,046 3.9 May 30,376 

1.7 Jun 30,379 

Q2 95,536 Q288,685 ::y 
32q70g 

1st Half 179,277 1stHaf 165,319 

34,840 1.0 Jul 31,544 

Aug 34,357 1.0 Aug 31,549 

Sep 31,556 0 8 Sep 29,250 1.6 

Q3 100,753 0.9 Q3 92,343 1.4 

3 Qs 280,030 3.9 3 Qs 257,662 1.7 

Oct 31,485 0.9 Oct 29,500 1 .8 

Nov 28,802 0.9 I Nov 27,339 2.4 

2nd Half 189,318 0.8 2nd Half 175,985 1.3 

Year 368,595 3.1 Year 341,304 1.6 

2.0 Jun 211,370 

Q2 242,09 1 .:: 1 Q2 622,168 

1; 83'265 

1 st Half 450,438 1stHalf 1,188,284 

88,261 1.2Jul 217,187 

Aug 87,457 2.0 Aug 219,217 

Mar 75,273" 2.1 

Q1 208,347 6.2 

Apr 76,107 1.9 

May 82,719 2.0 

1.5Sep 203,866 

Q3 255,573 79'855 1 Q3 640,270 

sep 

3 Qs 706,011 3.0 3 Qs 1,828,554 

Oct 79,970 1.7 Oct 206,746 1.8 

Nov 74,313 2.0Nov 194,132 

Mar 201,227 2.5 

Q i  566,116 6.3 

Apr 198,213 1.3 

May 212,585 2.7 

Dee 72,988 0 . 4 ' ~ e c  183,341 0.1 

Q4 227,27 1 I . s  O4 594,219 1.3 

2nd Half 482.844 1.5 2nd Half 1.234.489 1.4 

Year 933,282 2.6 / Year 2,422,773 2.7 

Rural Interstate - % Rural Other Arterial - % Other Rural - % Total Rural - % All Systems - % 

Jan 15,439 1.1 Jan 29,502 0.9 Jan 25,584 0.2 Jan 70,525 0.7 Jan 195,974 1.1 

Feb 15,tOO 2.4 Feb 25,413 1.8 Feb 23,811 2.0 Feb 64,314 2.0Feb 174,314 1.9 

Mar 18,624 3.7 Mar 29,801 0.8 Mar 27,820 0.2 Mar 76,245 1.3 Mar 202,321 0.5 

Q l  49,163 2.5 Q1 84,716 1.2 Q1 77,215 0.8 Q1 211,094 1.3 Q1 572,609 1.1 

Apr 18,786 2.1 Apr 30,471 2.3 Apr 28,580 2.3 Apr 77,837 2.3 Apr 203,466 2.7 

May 20,178 4.6May 34,098 3.2 May 31,159 2.6May 85,435 3.3 May '218,606 2.8 

Jun 20,812 3.1 Jun 33,126 1.3Jun 30,649 0.9 Jun 84,587 1.6 Jun 213,075 0.8 

Q2 59,776 3.3 Q2 97,695 2.3 Q290,388 1.9 Q2247,859 2.4 Q2 635,147 2.1 

1st Half 108,939 2.9 1stHalf 182,411 1.7 1st Half 167,603 1.4 1st Half 458,953 1.9 1st Half 1,207,756 1,6 

- Jul 22,534 3.0 Juf 35,521 2.0Jul 32,127 1.8 Jul 90,182 2.2 Jul 223,352 2.8 

Q3 64,564 3.3 

3 Qs 173,503 3.1 

Oct 19,520 2.8 

NOV 18,160 -0.1 

Sep 31,442 -0.4 Sep 29,131 -0.4 Sep 79,723 -0.2Sep 204,060 0.1 

Q3 102,693 1.9 Q3 93,529 1.3 Q3 260,786 2.0 Q3 652,800 2.0 

3Qs 285,104 1.8 3Qs 261,132 1.3 3 Qs 719,739 1.9 3Qs 1,860,556 1.8 

Oct 32,313 2.6 Oct 30,300 2.7 Oct 82,133 2.7 Oct 212,125 2.6 

Nov 29,001 0.7 Nov 27,789 1.6 Nov 74,950 0.9 Nov 196,665 1.3 

Dec 0 - Dec Q - Dec 0 - Dec 0 - Dec 0 - 
Q4 37,680 1.4 Q4 61,314 1.7 Q4 58,089 2.2 Q4 157,083 1.8 Q4 408,790 2.0 

2nd Half 102,244 2.6 2nd Half 164,007 1.8 2nd Half 151,618 1.6 2nd Half 417,869 2.0 2nd Half 1,061,590 2.0 

Year 211,183 2.8 Year 346,418 1.8 Year 319,221 1.5 Year 876,822 1.9 Year 2,269,346 1.8 





Traffic Volume Trends Urban* 
Estimated Vehicle Miles (Millions) and Percent Change from Same Period Previous Year 

Urban Interstate - % Urban Other Arterial - % 

Jan 27,886 1.9Jan 69,908 1.1 

1 
(Includes Preliminary Data for November 1996) 

Year - 1995 

a1 82,442 QI 198,590 

Apr 28,807 2.6 

Urban interstate - % 

Jan 27,358 12.0 

Feb 24,614 0.9 

Mar 29,089 3.8 

Q1 81,061 5.5 

Apr 27,853 2.0 

May 29,814 

Jun 29,671 3.4 

Q2 87,338 3.5 

1st Half 168,399 4.4 

Jul 29,728 1.3 

Aug 30,371 

Sep 28,515 2.4 

Q3 88,614 1.7 

3Qs 257,013 3.5 

act 29,248 3.1 

Wov 27,610 2.2 

Dec 27,655 0.9 

Q4 84,513 2.1 

2nd Half 173,127 1.9 

Year 341,526 3.1 

May 30,875 3.6 

Jun 29,870 0.7 

Q2 89,552 2.5 

Urban Other Arterial - % 

Jan 69,132 15.3Jan 

Feb 59,338 2.0 

Mar 68,653 1.5 

Q1 t97,123 6.1 

Apr 66,922 -0.0 

4.9May 70,792 1.9 

Jun 69,633 0.6 

Q2 207,347 0.8 

IstHalf 404,470 3.3 

Jul 70,110 0.3 

1.3Aug 71,961 1.8 

Sep 67,900 1.2 

Q3 209,97 1 1.t 

3 Qs 614,441 2.6 

Oct 69,323 1.3 

Nov 65,406 1 .8 

Eec S5,997 -0.8 

Q4 200,726 0.7 

2nd Half 410,697 0.9 

Year 815,167 2.1 

May 72,174 2.0 

Jun 69,638 0.0 

Q2 210,481 1.5 

1st Half 171,994 2.1 

Jul 30,586 2.9 

Nov 28,350 1.4 

- 
Q4 58,338 2.0 

Other Urban % 
27,321 16.0 

Feb 24,052 4.6 

Mar 28,212 4.5 

Qt 79,585 8.2 

Apr 27,331 2.3 

May 29,260 4.5 

Jun 28,801 3.1 

Q2 85,392 3.3 

IstHalf 164,977 5.6 

Jul 29,088 1.7 

Aug 29,428 2.0 

Sep 27,596 1.6 

Q3 86,112 1.8 

3Qs 251,089 4.3 

Oct 28,205 2.4 

Nov 26,803 

Dec 26,701 0.4 

Q4 81,709 1.9 

2nd Half 167,821 1.9 

Year 332,798 3.7 

Total Urban - % 

Jan 123,811 14.7Jan 

Feb 108,004 2.3 

Mar 125,954 2.7 

Q1 357,769 6.4 

Apr 122,106 

May 129,866 3.1 

Jun 128,105 1.8 

Q2 380,077 2.0 

1st Half 737,846 4.1 

Jul 128,926 0.9 

Aug 131,760 1.7 

Sep 124,011 1.6 

Q3 384,697 1.4 

3 Qs 1,122,543 3.1 

Oct 126,776 1.9 

2.9Nov 119,819 2.1 

Gec 120,353 -0.1 

Q4 366,948 1.3 

2nd Half 751,645 1.3 

Year 1,489,491 2.7 

1st Half 409,071 1.1 

Jul 72,729 3.7 

Aug 31,128 2.5 

Sep 28,817 1.1 

Q3 90,531 2.2 

All Systems - % 

193,837 14.4 

Feb 171,052 2.7 

Mar 201,227 2.5 

Q1 566,116 6.3 

0.9Apr 198,213 1.3 

May 212,585 2.7 

Jun 211,370 1.9 

Q2 622,168 2.0 

1st Half 1,188,284 4.0 

Jul 217,187 1 .O 

Aug 219,217 1.8 

Sep 203,866 1.5 

Q3 640,270 1.5 

3 Qs 1,828,554 3.1 

Oct 206,746 1.8 

Nov 194,132 2.1 

Dec 193,341 0.1 

Q4 594,219 1.3 

2nd Half 1,234,489 1.4 

Year 2,422,773 2.7 

Aug 73,383 2.0 

Sep 68,088 0.3 

Q3 214,200 2.0 

Other Urban - % Total Urban - % All Systems - % 

2nd Half 148,869 2.3 

Year 320,863 2.2 

Jan 27,655 ? . 2 / ~ a n  125,449 1 . 3 / ~ a n  195,974 1.1 

2nd Half 351,681 2.0 

Year 760,752 1.5 

Feb 24,525 2.0 Feb 109,990 1.8 Feb 174,314 1.9 

Mar 28,303 0.3 Mar 126,076 0.1 Mar 202,321 0.5 

Q1 80,483 1.1 Q1361,515 1.0 Q1 572,609 1.1 

Apr 28,153 3.0 Apr 125,629 2.9Apr 203,466 2.7 

May 30,122 2.91 ~a~ 133,171 2 . 5 / ~ a ~  218.606 2.8 

Jun 28,980 0.6 

Q2 87,255 2.2 

Aug 29,996 1 . 9 ~ ~ ~  134,507 2.1 A U ~  225,388 2.8 

1st Half 167,738 1.7 

Jul 29,855 2.6Jul 

Jun 128,488 0.3 

Q2 387,288 1.9 

Jun 213,075 0.8 

Q2 635,147 2.1 

1st Half 748,803 1.5 

133,170 3.3 

Sep 27,432 -0.6 

Q3 87,283 1.4 

Nov 27,064 1 . 0 l ~ o v  121.715 1 . 6 I ~ o v  196,665 1.3 

IstHalf 1,207,756 1.6 

Jul . 223,352 2.8 

3 Qs 255,021 1.6 

Oct 28,824 2.2 

Dec Q Q - 
- I Q 

- lDec Q4 55,888 1.6 Q4 251,707 2.1 Q4 408,790 2.0 

Sep 124,337 0.3 

Q3 392,014 1.9 

Sep 204,060 0.1 

Q3 652,800 2.0 

3Qs 1,140,817 1.6 

Oct 129,992 2.5 

P 
* formerly table 9B 

3Qs 1,860,556 1.8 

Oct 21 2,125 2.6 

2nd Half 143,171 1.5 

Year 310,909 1.6 

2nd Half 643,72 1 2.0 2nd Half 1,061,590 2.0 

Year 1,392,524 1.7 Year 2,269,346 1.8 




