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Travel on all roads and streets is 
up by 1 .O percent for September 1997 
as compared to September 1996. 



Traffic Volume Trends - September 1997 

Based on preliminary reports from the State Highway Agencies, travel during September 1997 
on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 1.0 percent as compared to September 1996 
resulting in estimated travel for the month at 209.7 billion vehicle-miles. This total includes 
82.7 billion vehicle-miles on rural roads and 127.0 billion vehicle-miles on urban roads 
and streets. 

Travel for the current month as well the cumulative yearly total on all roads and streets is shown 
below. Similar totals for each year since 1970 are also included. 

Travel in Millions 
All Roads and Streets 

Year September Year to Date 
1970 95,254 844,416 
1971 101,290 892,021 
1972 108,072 957,692 
1973 110,332 991,961 
1974 109,125 966,911 
1975 1 1 1,399 999,889 
1 976 1 19,431 1,061,926 
1977 124,203 1,101,277 
1978 131,385 1,166,996 
1979 127,576 1 ,150,907 
1980 127,482 1,140,023 
1981 131,185 1,167,829 
1982 136,311 1 ,I 99,501 
1983 139,938 1,241,588 
1 984 146,074 1,295,792 
1 985 150,424 1,337,720 
1986 155,462 1,381,366 
1 987 1 64,184 1,446,236 
1988 171,072 1,522,352 
1989 177,326 1,587,193 
1990 178,415 1,624,682 
1991 183,594 1,641,294 
1992 190,908 1,693,936 
1993 193,765 1,729,762 
1 994 200,151 1 1,771,563 
1995 203,866 1,828,558 
1 996 205,516 1,857,613 
1997 209,679 1,902,423 

Traffic Volume Trends is a monthly report based on hourly traffic count data. These data, collected at 
approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, are used to determine the percent 
change in traffic for the current month compared to the same month in the previous year. This percent 
change is applied to the travel for the same month of the previous year to obtain an estimate of travel for 
the current month. 

For additional information, for extra copies, or to be put on the monthly mailing list, write: 
Kenneth H. Welty 
Federal Highway Administration 
Off ice of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street, S.W ., Room 3300, HPM-30 Phone (202) 366-5055 
Washington, DC 20590 FAX (202) 366-7742 

Change of address information should also be sent to the above address. Send the back cover 
(including your old address) of the most recent issue you have received with the new information clearly 
printed or typed. 



Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Highway Information Management 
400 7th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Table 2 - Estimated Cumulative Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 
Month 

System JAN FEB MAR APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

1996 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

Rural Interstate 16.1 '31.7 50.5 69.3 89.6 110.5 133.0 156.0 175.4 195.3 213.8 232.4 

Rural Other Arterial 26.0 51.6 81.8 112.6 146.4 180.4 216.7 253.5 286.0 319.3 349.2 378.8 

Other Rural 25.1 48.9 77.1 105.8 137.1 168.3 200.8 233.6 263.2 293.9 321.4 348.8 

Urban Interstate 26.5 52.2 82.0 111.1 141.7 171.7 202.8 234.8 263.9 294.3 322.6 351.9 

Urban Other Arterial 64.0 125.3 194.6 264.3 337.3 408.0 481.0 555.4 624.7 697.2 764.7 833.6 

Other Urban 106.4 136.0 164.8 194.5 W 252.2 281.2 309.0 

All Systems 183.5 360.0 564.2 769.5 988.1 1203.7 1428.8 1657.8 1865.4 2081 .I 2280.7 2482.2 

1997 Cumulative Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

Rural Interstate 16.7 33.2 52.8 71.6 92.4 113.6 136.8 160.3 179.9 

Rural Other Arterial 26.9 53.6 85.1 116.3 150.9 185.6 223.2 260.9 294.2 

Other Rural 25.7 50.3 79.7 108.9 140.7 172.5 205.6 238.7 268.6 

Urban Interstate 27.3 53.7 84.2 113.8 144.9 175.6 207.6 239.7 269.4 

Urban Other Arterial 65.7 128.7 199.8 270.71 344.2 416.4 490.4 564.3 633.4 

Other Urban 262 51.4 BQ2 108.6 138.5 198.1 228.7 256.9 

AH Systems 188.5 370.9 581.7 789.9 101 1.6 1231.3 1461.6 1692.7 1902.4 

Percent Change In Cumulative Monthly Travel 1997 vs. 1996 
Rural Interstate 3.7 4.6 4.6 3.3 3.1 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.6 
Rural Other Arterial 3.3 3.9 4.0 3.3 3.1 2 -9 3.0 2.9 2.9 
Other Rural 2.5 3.0 3.3 2.9 2.6 2.5 2.4 2.2 2.0 
Urban Interstate 2.9 2.9 2.7 2.5 2.3 2.3 2.4 2.1 2.1 
Urban Other Arterial 2.6 2.7 2.7 2.4 2.1 2.0 2.0 1.6 1.4 

Other Urban 2.0 2.2 2.5 a' I& U U 
All Systems 2.7 3.0 3.1 2.7 2.4 2.3 1 2.3 2.1 2.0 

* System entries may not add to give "All Systems" total due to rounding. 
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Table 1 - Estimated lndividual Monthly Motor Vehicle Travel In The United States 

System 

Month 

JAN 1 FEE / MAR / APRIL / MAY 1 JUNE I JULY / AUG I SEP 1 OCT / NOV 1 DEC 
1996 lndividual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

Rurat Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

16.1 

26.0 

15.6 

25.6 

Other Rural 1 25.1 

Urban Interstate 26.5 

UrbanOtherArteriall 64.0 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

18.7 

30.2 

23.8 28.2 

25.6 29.8 

183.5 

1997 lndividual Monthly Vehicle-Miles of Travel In Billions * 

61.3 

176.6 

Rural interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

18.9 

30.8 

28.8 31.3 

69.3 

204.2 

29.1 

69.7 

205.3 

16.7 

26.9 

25.7 

27.3 

65.7 

188.5 

30.6 

73.0 

218.7 

32.51 ,2, 29.61 30.7 

Percent Change In lndividual Monthly Travel 1997 vs. 1996 

20.3 

33.8 

27.4 

29.3 

67.5 68.9 

16.5 

26.8 

24.6 

26.4 

63.0 

182.4 

Rural Interstate 

Rural Other Arterial 

Other Rural 

Urban Interstate 

Urban Other Arterial 

Other Urban 

All Systems 

20.9) 22.5 

34.01 36.3 

22.9 

36.9 

70.8 

215.6 199.6 

72.9 

2 5 J 2 4 . 5 2 8 . 0 2 8 . 1 2 9 . 7 2 8 , 8 2 9 . 7 3 0 . 1 2 7 . J 2 9 0 2 7 . 8  
225.1 201.5 

29.2 30.3 

74.4 69.3 72.4 

19.6 

31.4 

29.3 

30.5 

71.1 

210.8 

3.7 

3.3 

2.5 

2.9 

2.6 

24 
2.7 

19.4 

32.5 

215.7 229.t 

18.8 

31.2 

29.2 

29.6 

71.0 

208.2 

5.5 

4.6 

3.4 

2.8 

2.7 

2.4 
3.3 

19.9 

33.3 

207.6 

20.8 

34.6 

31.8 

31.1 

73.5 

~ E L l 2 & @ 2 8 . 4 2 9 2 9 2 9 L 2 ~ 2 8 . 2  
221.6 

4.7 

4.1 

4.0 

2.4 

2.6 

23 
3.2 

18.5 

29.9 

18.7 

29.6 

21.2 

34.7 

31.7 

30.7 

72.2 

21 9.8 

-0.1 

1.4 

1.7 

1.8 

1.8 

U 
1.5 

23.2 

37.6 

33.1 

31.9 

74.0 

230.3 

2.1 

23.5 

37.7 

33.1 

32.2 

74.0 

231.1 

1.7 

19.6 

33.2 

29.9 

29.7 

69.1 

209.7 

2.9 

2.4 

1.8 

1.6 

0.6 

0.7 
1.4 

-- 

3.7 

1.8 

2.6 

I .5 

2 5  
2.3 

2.2 

1.7 

2.5 

2.0 

f,4 

2.0 

2.6 1.2 

2.2 

1 .O 

0.6 

-0.6 

I3 
0.9 

2.3 

1.1 

1.7 

-0.3 

I& 
1 .O 



Table 3 - Changes On Rural Arterial Roads By Region and State 
September 1 August 

Vehicle-Miles 1 

I 
I 
I Vehicle-Miles 

Number 

Stations 

42 

-1 
(Preliminar ) 

Percent 
Change 

3.5 
1 .o 
8.0 
3.9 
2.5 
0.7 
1.8 
2.9 
2.2 
2.3 . 

4.6 
0.0 
4.1 
2.6 
2.9 
2.3 
2.6 
1.9 
2.9 
2.8 

0.9 
1.4 
2.2 
2.5 
2.0 
1.5 
0.4 
4.8 

-2.4 
2.0 
0.2 
1.8 
1.6 

2.8 
3.7 
1.8 
3.7 
3.3 
3.3 
1 .o 
3.8 
3.0 

2.7 
-3.2 
-1.4 
1.6 
0.5 
2.7 

-1.4 
0.4 
2.5 
2.1 
1.3 
0.6 
0.4 
0.0 

1.9 

Number 
of 

Stations 

14 
34 
19 
57 
8 

41 

7 
32 

36 

177 
37 

24 

37 
44 

128 
24 

I 92 
1 56 
I 30 
4 

43 
51 

131 

I 
I 

57 
4 

I 
' 70 

I 6 
118 

I 
I 

48 

1;: 
22 

1 i 6  
42 

4-0 

~1 ;: 
44 

125 

7 

(Millions) Percent -1 Change 
(Revised) 

Region and State 

Northeast 
Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 

South Atlantic 
Delaware 
Dist Of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Maryland 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Virginia 
West Virginia 

North Central 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
South Dakota 
Wisconsin 

South Gulf 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
Texas 

West 
Alaska 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Montana 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
Oregon 
Utah 
Washington 
Wyoming 

TOTALS 

Note: Where Number of Stations are shown as dashes, the values 
derived from the estimated VMT based on data from surrounding 










