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Key Events and Regulations 
Affecting Surface Water 

Treatment 

300 - 500 BC

Boiling of Water

300 - 500 BC 1855
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Dr. John 
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Proves 
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Dr. John 
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Chlorine 
Used as 
Primary 

Disinfectant 
New Jersey Public 

Health 
Service 

DWS

Revised 
Public 
Health 
Service 
Drinking 

Water 
Standards

1908 1914 1925,42,46

Public 
Health 
Service 
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Public 
Health 
Service 

DWS
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Public Health 
Service DWS 
Coliform and 

Turbidity

1914 1925,42,46 1962
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Public 
Health 
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EPA Created
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1972

Publication of “Industrial Pollution 
of the Lower Mississippi River in 
Louisiana” – First Report of THM’s
in Drinking Water

New Orleans Study

1974

“Consumer Reports” 3-Part 
Series; EDF Study; Dan Rather-

CBS Program

CBS: Dan Rather

1974 1974

Safe Drinking 
Water Act

“Consumer 
Reports” 3 -
Part Series; 
EDF Study; 
Dan Rather-

CBS Program
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1974 1976

National Interim 
Primary 

Drinking Water 
Regulations 
(NIPDWR)  
Coliform, 
Turbidity

Safe Drinking 
Water Act

1976 1979

TTHM RuleNational 
Interim Primary 
Drinking Water 

Regulations 
(NIPDWR)  
Coliform, 
Turbidity

1985

Giardia lamblia Outbreak 
Massachusetts (703 Illnesses)

Giardia
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1985 1986

Safe Drinking 
Water Act 

Amendments

Giardia lamblia
Outbreak 
Massachusetts 
(703 Illnesses)

1987

Cryptosporidium parvum Outbreak 
Georgia (13,000 Illnesses)

Cryptosporidium

1989

E. Coli 0157 Outbreak—Missouri 
(243 Illnesses and 4 Deaths)

E. Coli
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Cryptosporidium
Outbreak

E. Coli
O157 

Outbreak

Total 
Coliform

Rule (TCR)

1987 1989 1989

E. Coli O157 
Outbreak

Total 
Coliform

Rule (TCR)

Surface 
Water 

Treatment 
Rule 

(SWTR)

1989 1989 1989

1993

Cryptosporidium parvum Outbreak  
Wisconsin (400,000 Illnesses and 

50+ Deaths)

Cryptosporidium
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1993 1996

Safe Drinking 
Water Act 

Amendments

Cryptosporidium 
Outbreak 
Wisconsin 
(400,000 Illnesses 
and 50+ Deaths)

1996 1998

Interim 
Enhanced 

Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 

(IESWTR)

Safe Drinking 
Water Act 
Amendments

1998 1998

Stage 1 
Disinfectants 

and Disinfection 
Byproducts 

Rule 

(Stage 1 DBPR)

Interim 
Enhanced 

Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 

(IESWTR)



9

1998 2001

Filter Backwash 
Recycling Rule 

(FBRR)

Stage 1 
Disinfectants 

and Disinfection 
Byproducts 

Rule 
(Stage 1 DBPR)

Stage 1 DBPR

FBRR

Long Term 1 
Enhanced 

Surface Water 
Treatment 

Rule 
(LT1ESWTR)

1998 2001 2002

FBRR

LT1ESWTR

Proposed Stage 
2 Disinfectants 

and 
Disinfection 
Byproducts 

Rule 
(Stage 2 DBPR)

2001 2002 2003



10

2003 2003

Proposed Long 
Term 2 

Enhanced 
Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 
(LT2ESWTR)

Proposed Stage 
2 Disinfectants 
and Disinfection 

Byproducts 
Rule 

(Stage 2 DBPR)

??

Revised TCR 
and Distribution 

System Rule


