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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LOW-INCOME POPULATION: 1971

(Advance data from March 1972 Current Population Survey)

About 25.6 million persons were below the low-
income level in 1971, according to the results of
the Current Population Survey conducted in March
1972 by the Bureau of the Census. This figure is
not significantly different from the 1970 figure of
25.4 million due to sampling variability. There
was also no statistically significant change in the
number of white and Negro low-income persons.

In 1971, the low-income or povertythreshold--
the income level which separates “poor” from
“nonpoor”--was $4,137 for a nonfarm family of
four; it was $3,968 in 1970, and $2,973 in 1959, 1
These thresholds are updated every year to
reflect the changes in the Consumer Price Index
(CPI). The CPI increased by about 4.3 percent
between 1970 and 1971, but incomes rose suf-
ficiently so that the number of persons inthe low-
income category remained unchanged.

Since 1959, the first year for whichdata on the
low-income population are available, there has
been a sizeable reduction in the number and per-
cent of persons below the low-income level--from
22 percent of the population in 1959 to about 12

!Families and unrelated individuals are classi-
fied as being above or below the low-income level,
using the poverty index adopted by a Federal Inter-
agency Committee in 1969. This index centers around
the Department of Agriculture's Economy Food Plan
and reflects the different consumption requirements'
of families based on their size and composition,
sex and age of the family head, and farm-nonfarm
residence. For more detailed definitions of the
terms and concepts used in this report, see Current
Population Reports, Series-P-ZB, No. 28 and Series
P-60, No. 81.

percent in 1971. In 1971, one-tenth of all white
persons were in the low-income category as
compared to about one-third for Negroes.

The sex of the family head continues to be an
important factor in the poverty statusof families.
Families with a” female head in 1971 accounted
for only 12 percent of all families, but 40 percent
of the low-income families, White families headed
by a female accounted for about one-third of all
white families in the low-income category; the
corresponding figure for Negroes was about three-
fifths, Although the total number of low-income
families did not change over the past year, the
proportion headed by a woman increased from 37
percent in 1970 to 40 percent in 1971 with a ¢or-
responding decrease inthe percentof low-income
families which were headed by a man. In 1959,
families with a female head accounted for only
about 23 percent of all low-income families. Since
1959, the number of low-income families with a
female head has increased by one tenth, whereas
families headed by a male decreased by one half,

There are significant differences in the age
composition of the white and Negro low-income
groups. Inl1971, childrenunder 18 years accounted
for about 36 percent of all white persons below the
low-income level as compared to 52 percent of
all low-income Negroes. In contrast,agedfamily
heads (65 years and over) and aged unrelated
individuals comprised about 17 percent of all
low-income whites, but only about 7 percent of the
low-income Negroes,

Although about 68 percent of the Nation’s
families lived inthe metropolitan areasin1971, 56
percent of the low-income families lived in these
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areas. About 50 percent of low-income white
families living in metropolitanareas were central
city residents as compared to 80 percent.of
low-income Negro families.

The median income deficit for low-income
families was about $1,100 in 1971. For white
‘families, the deficit was about $1,050as compared
to $1,250 for Negro families, a somewhat smaller
difference than in the preceding year. The dif-
ference in the median deficit between white and
Negro families is accounted for in part by the
smaller average size of white families below the
low-income level--3.6 persons for whites and 4.4
for Negroes.

On the average, 1971 incomes of low-income
families headed by men were closer to being
raised above the poverty line than those of families
headed by women. About 29 percent of the low-
income families headed by a man had incomes
within $500 of moving out of the low-income
category as compared to only about 18 percent
for those families headed by a woman.

This report excludes inmates of institutions
" and unrelated individuals under 14 years. It
“includes only those members of the Armed Forces
living off postor with their families onpost. More
detailed data on the low-income population will
appear in a report in this series to be issued
later this year.

The estimates for 1971 are based on data ob-
tained in the March 1972 Current Population
Survey (CPS)of the Bureauof the Census. Approx-
imately. 47,000 households were eligible for
interview. Of this number, 1,700 occupied units,
on the average, were visited, but interviews were
not obtained because the occupants were not found
at home after repeated calls or were unavailable
for some other reason, Since the estimates in this
report are based on a sample, they are subject to
sampling variability. Moreover, as in all field
surveys of income, the figures are subject to
errors of response and nonreporting. All state-
ments of comparison made in the text of this
report, however, are statistically significant,
This means that the chances are at least 19 in
20 that a difference identified inthe text indicates
a true difference in the population rather thanthe
chance variations arising from the use of samples.

Comparability of Estimates from the March 1972
CPS with Estimates for Previous Years

The data for 1971 collected in the March 1972
Current Population Survey (CPS) are, in some
instances, not entirely comparable to figures for
earlier years because of revisions in the Current
Population Survey. Starting inJanuary 1972, 1970
census-based population controls, metropolitan
residence definition, and other materials were
introduced into the sample and estimation pro-
cedures. The major item affectingcomparability
at the overall national level is the introduction of
population controls based -on the 1970 census.
Figures for previous years are tied in with 1960
census-based population controls, In anumberof
instances, data from the March 1971 CPS were
revised to take account of 1970 census-based
population controls, thus providing some measure
of the impact of the change (see tables 1 and 2).
Basically, these changes should have no sub-
stantial impact on summary measures, such as
medians and means, and on proportional meas-

_ures, such as percent distributions and low-

income or poverty rates., However, the changes
may have more impact on the population levels in
different subgroupings such as the total number
of persons or families either overall, within some
particular income interval, or below the low-
income level. ‘

The figures shown in this report for metro-
politan areas (SMSA’s) are based on the SMSA’s
as defined on the basis of the 1970 census; those
published in earlier years referred to SMSA’s as
defined on the basis of the 1960 census. There are
significant differences in the populationclassified
as metropolitan from each of these definitions.
For the 1970 definition of SMSA’s, see U.S.
Census of Population: 1970, Number of Inhab-
itants, PC(1)-Al, United States Summary.

Another change in the Current Population
Survey which affects occupational data only, is the
inclusion of a supplemental question, “What were
your most important activities or duties?,” which
provided additional information for classifying
persons by occupation. In general, the major
impact of this supplemental question was to
reclassify some persons from the “managers”
classification into other types of occupations
(primarily into the major occupation group of
“craftsmen”)

A detailed description of changes appears in the
Bureau of Labor Statistics report, “Employment
and Earnings,” Vol. 18, No. 8, February 1972,
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Table 2. Negro Persons Below the Low-Income Level by Family Status: 1967 to 1971

(Numbers_in thousands. Persons as of March of the following year)

Number below low-income level Percent below low-income level
Family status
19711 1970r 1970 1969 1968 1967 19711 1970r 1970 1969 1968 1967

TotAleeseeseoacnnsensseenese| 7,396 7,548 7,650 7,215 7,616 8,486 32.5 33.5 33.6 32.3 34.7 39.3
In families..... ieseaeeseess| 6,530 6,683 6,810 6,409 6,839 7,677 31.2 32.2 32.4 31.2 33.7 38.4
HEAd. s servnnreceososesanansenses| 1,484 1,481 1,445 1,326 1,366 1,555 28.8 29.5 29.3 27.8 29.4 33.9
Related children under 18 years.| 3,836 3,922 4,101 3,879 4,188 4,558 40.7 41.5 41.5 39.7 43.1 47 .4
Other family members............j 1,220 | 1,279 1,264 1,204 1,285 1,564 19.1 20.5 20.4 20.0 21.7 27.1
Unrelated individuals......coocens 866 865 840 806 777 809 46.0 48.3 48.1 46.0 46.3 49.3

TRevised using population controls based on the 1970 census. For a more detailed explanation, See text.
!The data for 1971 from the March 1972 Current Population Survey (CPS) are tied in with figures using 1970 census-based popula-
tion controls and sampling frame and are, therefore, not strictly comparable with data for earlier years. For a more detailed ex-

planation, see text.

Téble 3. Persons Below the Low-Income Level in 1971, by Family Status and Sex and Race of Head

(Numbers in thousands.

Persons as of March 1972}

All races White Negro
Below low-income Below low-income Below low-income
Family status level level level
Total Total Total ev
Number Percent Number Percent ’ Number Percent
ALL PERSONS
TOEAL . v v veeeeeoncenensenasansens | 204,554 25,559 12.5 179,398 17,780 9.9 22,784 7,396 32.5
In families.............. et 188,242 20,405 10.8 165,184 13,566 8.2 20,900 6,530 31.2
Head..:oevieivoronasnonsnsonnons 53,296 5,303 10.0 47,641 3,751 7.9 5,157 1,484 28.8
65 years and OVEr..ceoecssscns 7,478 1,062 14.2 6,794 . 842 12.4 632 211 33.4
Related children under 18 years. 68,474 10,344 15.1 58,119 6,341 10.9 9,414 3,836 40.7
Other family members.........cue 66,472 4,757 7.2 59,423 3,474 5.8 6,328 1,210 19.1
Unrelated individuals.... vasean 16,311 5,154 31.6 14,214 4,214 29.6 1,884 866 46.0
65 years and OVer.....ciccvasssvvncons 6,060 2,563 42.3 5,521 2,222 40.2 495 317 64.0
PERSONS IN FAMILIES WITH MALE HEAD
AND MALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
TOLAL . evevnevesanonnnnoesnnnsesss | 174,543 14,151 8.1 157,107 10,635 6.8 15,390 3,267 21.2
In familieS.eeeeerceessovaovoaseansassss | 168,090 12,608 7.5 151,682 9,468 6.2 14,502 2,943 20.3
Head..:voseseecanononosons EEEEE 47,105 3,203 6.8 43,152 2,560 5.9 3,516 605 17.2
65 years and OVEr...cecesecssossvonns 6,461 828 12.8 5,954 681 11.4 465 138 29.7
Related children under 18 years....... 59,347 5,494 9.3 52,624 3,889 7.4 5,915 1,507 25.5
Other family members...ceesecsccceccns 61,638 3,910 6.3 55,906 3,019 5.4 5,071 831 16.4
Unrelated individuals.......... Ceaene 6,453 1,543 23.9 5,425 1,167 21.5 888 324 36.5
65 years and OVEIr.....sosvevs 1,365 445 32.6 1,173 338 28.8 161 88 54.8
PERSONS IN FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEAD
AND FEMALE UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
TOtALl.vuieesoanvecsavansessescsssnns 30,011 11,409 38.0 22,291 7,145 32.1 7,394 4,129 55.8
In familieS.iieenvsocncssaccsvsencnsones 20,153 7,797 38.7 13,502 4,099 30.4 6,398 3,587 56.1
He@d.croevsssooeroncnsnosacecs . 6,191 2,100 33.9 4,489 1,191 26.5 1,642 879 53.5
65 years and OVer...ececnosvos .o 1,017 234 23.0 839 161 19.2 168 73 43.6
Related children under 18 years. 9,127 4,850 53.1 5,495 2,452 44.6 3,499 2,329 66.6
Other family members......eceees . 4,834 847 17.5 3,517 455 12.9 1,257 379 30.1
Unrelated individuals......ceoo0. . 9,858 3,611 36.6 8,789 3,047 34.7 997 542 54.4
65 years and OVer..cessssesssescanvsne 4,695 2,118 45.1 4,348 1,884 43.3 334 228 68.4




Table 4. Selected Characteristics of Families Below the Low-Income Level in 1971 ‘
(Numbers in thousands. Families as of March 1972)
All races White Negro
Selected characteristics Below :ow-;ncome Belowlt::;}ncomc Below ﬁ;wlfncome
Total eve Total Total ve
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
All familieS..eicvieanennariorninnenas 53,296 5,303 10.0 47,641 3,751 7.9 5,157 1,484 28.8
AGE OF HEAD
Under 25 years....eveesenesonss .. 3,993 719 18.0 3,463 505 14.6 486 202 41.5
25 to 44 years.. cene .. 21,964 2,114 9.6 19,423 1,402 7.2 2,321 682 29.4"
45 to 64 years.. DRI . 19,861 1,408 7.1 17,962 1,001 |, 5.6 1,718 389 22.6
65 years and OVer...sveiseviarevsnsssnenns 7,478 1,062 14.2 6,794 842 12.4 632 211 33.4
SIZE OF FAMILY
2 PEerSONS..ecvesensanscanes 18,862 1,901 10.1 17,236 1,501 8.7 1,475 370 25.1
3 persons... 11,305 948 8.4 10,118 665 6.6 1,086 272 25.0
4 persons... 10,524 790 7.5 9,504 552 5.8 918 232 25.3
5 persons.......... Ceenen 6,362 564 8.9 5,729 381 6.7 575 178 ) 31.0
6 PersonsS.......... Ceeaen 3,325 403 12.1 2,831 259 9.1 448 137 30.6
7 or more persons.. frrsesssaneans 2,919 697 23.9 2,223 393 17.7 654 294 45.0
NUMBER OF RELATED CHILDREN
UNDER 18 YEARS
No children.....oeeeeverenerisniosnanenns 22,571 1,621 7.2 20,896 1,379 6.6 1,497 224 15.0
1 and 2 children... Chaen e 20,260 1,845 9.1 17,977 1,257 7.0 2,072 559 27.0
3 and 4 children... veas e 8,302 1,175 14.2 7,197 757 10.5 1,025 407 39.7
5 children Or MOre....v.veveeinvecenanns 2,163 663 30.7 1,571 358 22.8 563 295 52.4
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF HEAD!
Elementary school, total......ecvveeaens 12,372 2,293 18.5 10,417 1,609 15.4 1,853 660 35.6
Less than 8 years......cuoveevvnnnvanes 6,422 1,505 23.4 4,945 965 19.5 1,408 520 36.9
B YOS .ttt renria it erninesotnrennna 5,950 788 13.2 5,472 644 11.8 444 140 31.5
High school, total......cvveuiriivnnnnnns 24,271 1,880 7.7 21,789 1,288 5.9 2,286 569 24.9
1 to 3 years. Cessersertteatncees e 8,275 947 11.4 7,076 593 8.4 1,137 343 30.2
4 years....iceeaaninianan e 15,996 933 5.8 14,714 695 4.7 1,149 227 19.8
College, total.... ceean e 12,661 411 3.2 11,972 349 2.9 533 53 9.9
1.to 3 years........ . Ceerees 5,557 268 4.8 5,213 223 4.3 309 41 13.3
4 Yyears Or MOre€.....vvvneeseensensaess 7,104 143 2.0 6,759 126 1.9 224 12 5.4
NUMBER OF EARNERS
No earners. P I I I 5,100 1,907 37.4 4,337 1,347 31.1 742 543 73.2
1 earner... . tecereracvanane 20,104 2,212 11.0 18,138 1,619 - 8.9 1,773 556 31.3
2 earners......e.. cerassssstteaen 20,602 913 4.4 18,469 640 3.5 1,930 261 13.5
3 CATNErS OF MOre..u.veeeeeroennnnsrnnoes 7,490 272 3.6 6,697 145 2.2 712 124 17.4
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF HEAD
Employed. . ...ivieieiiinieannnnnrneenennans 40,776 2,247 5.5 36,953 1,631 4.4 3,429 578 16.8
Unemployed..o.veieeisneccesiosnasnnnanes 1,559 334 21.4 1,304 226 17.3 236 104 44.0
Not in 1abor force......ceveseeeesacnnns 9,941 2,650 26.7 8,435 1,829 21.7 1,429 795 55.6
In Armed FOTCeS..uiineeneennanesennanana 1,020 72 7.1 948 65 6.9 62 7 (B)
WORK EXPERIENCE OF HEAD
4 Worked in 1971.. ... iiiiiainnnnrennnenans 44,168 2,809 6.4 39,844 2,002 5.0 3,893 764 19.6
50 to 52 weeKS.veusvtvirannnnnanaan 34,493 1,309 3.8 31,487 855 3.0 2,688 337 12.5
Full time......c..iitiiinennennnas 33,187 1,084 3.3 30,370 803 2.6 2,512 265 10.5
1 to 49 weekS..v.ininieininnnnnsonnans 9,675 1,500 15.5 8,358 1,047 12.5 1,205 427 35.4
Main reason for working part year: .
Unemployed....ooueenrnnesorassnnns 4,295 574 13.4 3,747 409 10.9 500 153 30.6
Other... .o iiiiiiiiinnenreencanas 5,380 927 17.2 4,611 638 13.8 705 274 38.9
Did not work in 2971......000ueinennnnns 8,108 2,422 29.9 6,848 1,683 24.6 1,202 713 59.3
In Armed FOrcCeS....vuivvvnrrnsnnnnarnnns 1,020 72 7.1 948 65 6.9 62 7 (B)
OCCUPATION OF LONGEST JOB OF HEAD
Worked in 1971.......... 0040000 feeeeae. 44,168 2,809 6.4 39,844 2,002 5.0 3,893 764 19.6
Professional and managerial workers... 12,242 273 2.2 11,701 226 1.9 382 43 11.3
Clerical and sales workers........ . 6,367 294 4.6 5,841 244 4.2 470 42 8.9
‘ Craftsmen and kindred workers......... 9,364 373 4.0 8,814 313 3.5 490 58 11.7
| Operatives, including transport....... 8,009 497 6.2 6,960 338 4.9 1,005 151 15.0
Service wkrs., incl. private household 3,701 565 15.3 2,765 282 10.2 884 273 30.9
Laborers, except farm.........0v000v.uun. 2,351 273 11.6 1,810 174 9.6 500 97 19.3
Farmers and farm laborers............. 2,135 533 25.0 1,951 424 21.7 162 101 62.3

B Base less than 75,000,
1
Head 25 years old and over.




Table 5. Families and Unrelated Individuals Below the Low-Income Level in 1971, by Type
of Residence, Region, and Race of Head ‘

(Numbers in thousands.

Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1972)

All races White Negro
Residence Below ilow—lincome Below 1low-lincome Below low-income
Total eve Total eve Total tevel
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
FAMILIES
United States...iveovrrencassaenvnne 53,296 5,303 10.0 47,641 3,751 7.9 5,157 1,484 28.8

Nonfarm...voeveveeevovraneas crnes 50,703 4,851 9.6 45,213 3,382 7.5 5,012 1,403 28.0

Farm. ..o iirrnreessovssnesassseseencanns 2,593 452 17.4 2,428 369 15.2 146 81 55.4

Metropolitan areas®........vciueunanense 36,496 2,970 8.1 32,169 1,962 6.1 3,951 973 24.6
Inside central cities.iieevenvecannons 16,114 1,781 11.1 12,829 977 7.6 3,047 775 25.4
Outside central cities..... teereeannes 20,382 1,189 5.8 19,341 985 5.1 904 199 22.0

Nonmetropolitan areas!.....c.vcivinivnnen 16,800 2,333 13.9 15,472 1,789 11.6 1,208 510 42.3

NOPtheast.vseeeioesioscaorasasasosnonsst 12,575 916 7.3 11,447 680 5.9 1,068 233 21.8

North Central . 14,678 1,191 8.1 13,582 945 7.0 1,057 240 22.7

South........ . 16,755 2,356 14.1 14,097 1,419 10.1 2,576 913 35.5

West.. . . 9,288 840 9.0 8,515 706 8.3 456 98 21.5

UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
United StatesS..coivscrissssosssscanns 16,311 5,154 31.6 14,214 4,214 29.6 1,884 866 46.0

NOoNTaArmM. o cvveueirrovasacnnssrarsarannone 15,950 5,021 31.5 13,880 4,093 29.5 1,860 853 45.9

Farm......... [ I 362 133 36.9 334 120 36.0 25 13 (B)

Metropolitan areas'...... cerae 12,222 3,418 28.0 10,492 2,718 25.9 1,545 647 41.9
Inside central cities.. . . 7,523 2,218 29.5 6,074 1,647 27.1 1,309 540 41.3
Outside central cities. . . 4,700 1,199 25.5 4,418 1,071 24.2 236 107 45.1

Nonmetropolitan areas!......veerereninsn 4,089 1,737 42.5 3,722 1,496 40.2 339 219 64.7

NOrtheast..oeo oo ianrosertsesssrnsanones 4,034 1,125 27.9 3,556 948 26.6 437 167 38.3

North Central.......cccivvvecressnvnnonen 4,441 1,397 31.5 4,052 1,249 30.8 364 138 37.9

SOUth. . et nnracssiannsvenns . . 4,466 1,721 38.5 3,572 1,228 34.4 878 485 55.2

WESteeeeeueienooaooronasososaasnssoonens 3,371 911 27.0 3,035 789 26.0 205 76 36.8

B Base less than 75,000.
"Based on SMSA's as defined in the 1970 census.
Table 6. Weighted Average Thresholds at the Low-Income Level in 1971, by Size of Family and Sex
of Head, by Farm-Nonfarm Residence
Nonfarm Farm
Size of family Total Total Male Female Total Male Female
head?! head! head! head!

All unrclated individuals......oeovneen $2,033 42,040 $2,136 $1,978 $1,727 $1,783 $1,669
Under 65 years.. . e 2,093 2,098 2,181 2,017 1,805 1,853 1,715
65 years and over.... . 1,931 1,940 1,959 1,934 1,652 1,666 1,643

All families...ocvninuiecnianannes oo 3,700 3,724 3,764 3,428 3,235 3,242 3,079
2 PErSONS.c..ioreanns . . e 2,612 2,633 2,641 2,581 2,219 2,224 2,130

Head under 65 years.. 2,699 2,716 2,731 2,635 2,317 2,322 2,195

Head 65 years and OVEIrc.c.asseonoes 2,424 2,448 2,450 2,437 2,082 2,081 2,089
3 PErsonS.......... 3,207 3,229 3,246 3,127 2,745 2,749 2,627
4 PErsONS...ceonnean-. 4,113 4,137 4,139 4,116 3,527 3,528 3,513
5 POIrSONS..ecesteaoraranossrasonsssans 4,845 4,880 4,884 4,837 4,159 4,159 4,148
6 POrSONS. .. veesenrrosacasoarsensssas 5,441 5,489 5,492 5,460 4,688 4,689 4,656
7 OF MOTre PEeTrSONS...esueacssessesonsse 6,678 6,751 6,771 6,583 5,736 5,749 5,516

!For unrelated individuals, sex of the individual.



Table 7. Size of Income Detficit for Families and Unrelated Individuals Below the Low-Income Level ‘
in 1971, by Sex and Race of Head
(Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1972)
All races White Negro
Size of income deficit Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
head! head! head! head! head! head!
FAMILIES

Number......... sevesesssevesothousands.. 5,303 3,203 2,100 3,751 2,560 1,191 1,484 605 879

PErCENt. . vavnerervsennseecseensnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$1 £0 $249. .0ttt 12.0 14.1 8.9 12.9 14.3 9.8 9.9 13.6 7.5
$250 to $49¢ 12.6 14.6 9.6 13.5 15.5 . 9.2 10.8 11.6 10.4
$500 to $999......... 20.9 21.7 19.6 21.2 21.5 20.5 20.2 22.5 18.7
$1,000 to $1,499..... 15.9 15.5 16.6 15.8 15.4 16.7 16.1 15.7 16.4
$1,500 to $1,999..... 11.5 10.1 13.6 10.5 9.9 11.7 13.6 10.9 15.5
$2,000 to $2,999..... 15.8 13.6 19.2 15.5 13.8 19.2 16.6 12.6 19.2
$3,000 and over...... 11.3 10.3 12.6 10.7 9.7 12.9 12.7 13.2 12.4
Median income deficit... $1,122 $990 $1,337 $1,068 $970 $1,284 $1,241 $1,070 $1,395
Mean income deficit..... 1,446 1,339 1,609 1,407 1,321 1,593 1,540 1,407 1,631
Deficit per family member........o..oeee. 376 340 433 389 357 463 350 289 400

UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS

NUMDET . esevesessssssonnses.. thousands.. 5,154 1,543 3,611 4,214 1,167 3,047 866 324 542

Y 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$1 to $249. ittt . 18.6 14.5 20.3 19.7 15.1 21.5 13.5 13.0 13.4
$250 to $499. ..ttt 16.0 15.5 16.3 16.5 16.0 16.7 14.4 14.9 14.4
$500 to $749. . .eriiiiniiiiinnnn 17.5 15.7 18.2 17.6 15.5 18.4 16.3 14.2 17.7
$750 to $999......... . 13.5 13.0 13.7 12.9 12.0 13.2 16.4 16.4 16.4
$1,000 to $1,499..... N . 17.8 17.2 18.0 16.8 16.7 16.8 22.5 18.3 25.0
$1,500 and OVEeIr....ueierniversvarsnansns 16.7 24.1 13.5 16.5 24.7 13.3 17.0 23.2 13.1
Median income deficit.....cevvvunuvrsans $720 $834 $683 $696 $822 $660 4839 $874 817
Mean income deficit.. . cees 847 981 789 829 976 773 920 1,006 869

For unrelated individuals, sex of the individual. ‘

Table 8. Distribution of Families and Unrelated Individuals Below the Low-Income Level and Aggregate
Income Deficit: 1971, 1966, and 1959

(Families and unrelated individuals as of March of the following year. Deficit in 1971 dollars)

All races White .Negro and other races
Presence of related children
under 18 years and sex of head
1971 1966 1959 1971 1966 1959 1971 1966 1959
NUMBER BELOW LOW-INCOME LEVEL
(thousands)
TOotal.iiivaneeesosaennasnssnsnssnnns 10,457 10,485 13,248 7,965 7,966 10,226 2,493 2,519 3,022
All familieS....eeeiiennernrronconsnnnonns 5,303 5,784 8,320 3,751 4,106 6,185 1,552 1,678 2,135
Male head... e 3,203 4,063 | © 6,404 2,560 3,070 4,952 644 993 1,452
No related children under 18 years.... 1,351 1,739 2,486 1,170 1,473 2,088 181 266 398
With related children under 18 years.. 1,852 2,324 3,918 1,390 1,597 2,864 463 727 1,054
Female head...c.ieiiiesesenaccecasannnns 2,100 1,721 1,916 1,191 1,036 1,233 908 685 683
No related children under 18 years.... 270 311 391 209 233 285 | 61 78 106
With related children under 18 years.. 1,830 1,410 1,525 982 803 948 847 607 577
Unrelated individuals....vioovneeenscaens 5,154 4,701 4,928 4,214 3,860 4,041 941 841 887
Mal€oeavoaiinononns . 1,543 1,312 1,552 1,167 995 1,158 376 317 394
Female...oveornvuentennoneessnreosarnanss 3,611 3,389 3,376 3,047 2,865 2,883 565 524 493
AGGREGATE INCOME DEFICIT
(millions)

TOtAl.eeuunroronsnnonronnaonsnenasas | $12,033 | $12,632 | $18,991 $8,771 $8,789 | $13,628 | $3,259 | $3,838 $5,359
All families.. S 7,668 8,496 13,629 5,278 5,503 9,282 2,389 2,989 4,346
Male head.......ciiiineitiraceennnnnnans 4,289 5,582 9,939 3,382 3,916 7,011 910 1,668 2,923
No related children under 18 years.... 1,273 1,493 2,611 1,109 1,243 2,173 164 250 439
With related children under 18 years.. 3,016 4,089 7,328 2,273 2,673 4,838 746 1,418 2,484
Female head.....ocicovivenneneneoeseonnns 3,379 2,910 3,690 1,897 1,590 2,270 1,479 1,320 1,420
No related children under 18 years.... 250 282 422 189 213 304 (B) 69 (B)
With related children under 18 years.. 3,129 2,628 3,268 1,708 1,377 1,966 1,417 1,251 1,302
Unrelated individuals.....coiiennnnnenens 4,365 4,136 5,362 3,493 3,286 4,346 870 849 1,013
Male .. iio e eieenoerotoonnasnnesesosnanen 1,514 1,232 1,660 1,139 899 1,226 375 332 434
Female... eooieeronoresascsoencsanansnns 2,849 2,904 3,702 2,355 2,387 3,121 495 517 579

B 1971 base less than 75,000; 1959 base less than 200,000,




Table 9. Persons Below 125 Percent of the Low-Income Level in 1971, by Family Status

(Numbers in thousands.

and Sex and Race of Head

pPersons as of March 1972)

All races White Negro
Family status Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
head! head!® " head® head? ota head’ head!
All PErSONS.secsesreasrononverocrecs 36,501 22,133 14,368 26,217 17,010 9,207 9,739 4,746 4,993
In £amili@S..evesesosrecssonsesonnsossrons 29,949 20,188 9,761 20,791 15,510 5,281 8,696 4,362 4,334
HEad. s seecaresasasssssnsvossnrensrocces 7,761 5,099 2,662 5,692 4,121 1,571 1,972 914 1,058
65 years and OVET.....ceceeessveencces 1,716 1,382 334 1,393 1,153 240 315 221 94
Related children under 18 years......ce.. 14,736 8,848 5,888 9,566 6,522 3,044 4,926 2,179 2,747
Other family MemMDErS..ecasscevecrsocnrer 7,452 6,241 1,211 5,533 4,867 666 1,798 1,269 529
Unrelated individuals.. Cesereseann 6,552 1,945 4,607 5,426 1,500 3,926 1,043 384 659
65 years and OVer....cccececcnscsconescs 3,424 627 2,797 3,006 498 2,509 392 110 282
PERCENT BELOW 125 PERCENT
OF LOW- INCOME LEVEL
All pPEPSONS..sssssrsoscsvancs . 17.8 12.7 47.9 14.6 10.8 41.3 42.7 30.8 67.5
In families....oeovaveocvvancronnase . 15.9 12.0 48.4 12.6 10.2 39.1 41.6 30.1 67.7
Head..eoesooncnaonenves .o . 14.6 10.8 43.0 11.9 9.5 35.0 38.2 26.0 64.4
65 years and\over......cseses oo 22.9 21.4 32.8 20.5 19.4 28.6 49.8 47.5 56.0
Related children under 18 years. PRI 21.5 14.9 64.5 16.5 12.4 55.4 52.3 36.8 78.5
Other family members........cooec-s 1.2 10.1 25.1 9.3 8.7 18.9 28.4 25.0 42.1
Unrelated individualsS.....cceoneavraaoccens 40.2 30.1 46.7 38.2 27.6 44.7 55.4 43.2 66.1
65 years and OVEL......cooenveenrcomvecss 56.5 45.9 59.6 54.4 42.5 57.7 79.2 68.3 84.4
!'For unrelated individuals, sex of individual.
Note: The average threshold for a nonfarm family of four at 125 percent of the low-income level was $5,171 in 1971. Other

thresholds at 125 percent of the low~income level can be obtained directly by multiplying the low-

table 6 by 1.25.

income thresholds shown in



