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MANDATORY NEED

INCOME (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1940

WHAT IT MEANS FOR EVERYONE

Federal Uses (also see the selected statutory uses on the next page):
# Provides a vital measure of general economic circumstances
# Used to determine poverty status
# Used to assess the need for various types of assistance
# Included in Federal allocation formulas for nearly all governmental areas

Community Impact:
# Guides funding for social services distributed to local agencies
# Identifies local areas eligible for grants to run job training and other employment programs
# Used to allocate funds to areas requiring housing assistance and home energy aid
# Used to distribute funds to improve the education of economically disadvantaged children

WHY WE ASK IT THIS WAY

In household surveys, respondents tend to underreport income.  Asking the list of specific sources of
income helps respondents remember all income amounts that have been received, and asking total income
increases the overall response rate and thus, the accuracy of the answers to the income questions.  The
eight specific sources of income also provide needed detail about items such as earnings, retirement
income, and public assistance.  Answers to the income questions are used to derive poverty status.



19

MANDATORY NEED

INCOME (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1940

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

#  EPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . National Environmental Policy Act-- P [42 U.S.C. 4332(B)],
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act--P [42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.]

#  EDUCATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Title I Funds--P,
State Literacy Initiatives--R [42 U.S.C. 11421],

Vocational and Applied Technology Education Act--R [20 U.S.C. 2421],
Educational Consolidation and Improvement Act /

Compensatory Education for the Disadvantaged Program--M

[20 U.S.C. 2711(c)(2)(A)-(C)]

#  ENERGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Energy Policy Act of 1992--P [42 U.S.C. 7135(j)-(l)],
Federal Energy Administration Act of 1974--P

[15 U.S.C. 764(a) & (b), 772(b), & 790a(a)]

#  FEDERAL RESERVE . . . . . . . . Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975--R [12 U.S.C. 2809(a)],
 Community Reinvestment Act of 1977--R [12 U.S.C. 2901]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--R [42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Community Services Block Grant Act--R  [42 U.S.C. 9902(2), Section 673(2),

9903 & 9910a, Sections 674 & 681A],
 Head Start Act--R [42 U.S.C. 9835, Section 640(a)(3)(B)(ii)],
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)--R

[42 U.S.C. 8622, 8623, & 8629],
Child Welfare Services Program--P [42 U.S.C. 621(a) & (b)],

Public Health Service Act--P [42 U.S.C. 254b(b)(3)(A) & (B), 254e(b) & (d), & 254f-1]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tax Reform Act--M [26 U.S.C. 1392(a)(4) & 1393(a)(9)],
Enterprise Zone Development--M [42 U.S.C. 11501(c)(3)(D)],

Public Housing/Section 8 Certificate and Housing Voucher Allocation Programs--R

[42 U.S.C. 1437],
Mortgage Revenue Bonds Program--M [26 U.S.C. 143(j) & (k)],

Low-Income Housing Tax Credits--P [26 U.S.C. 42(d)(5)(C)]

#  USDA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Business and Industry Guaranteed Loan Program--M [7 C.F.R. 1980-E],
Water and Waste Disposal Grant Program--M [7 C.F.R. 1942-H],

Emergency Community Water Assistance Grant Program--M

[7 U.S.C. 1926a(e)(1) & 1926b(e), 7 C.F.R. 1942-K],
Single-Family Rural Housing--M [42 U.S.C. 1471, 1472,1474, & 1479],

Multifamily Rural Housing--M [7 U.S.C. 1989, 42 U.S.C. 1480, & 5 U.S.C. 301] 
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REQUIRED NEED

LABOR FORCE STATUS (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1930

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

#  COMMERCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Statistical Information for the Transaction of Public Business--P

[15 U.S.C. 1516],
Revised Standards for Defining Metropolitan Areas--P

[55 Federal Register 12154]

#  EPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Regulatory Review--P [Executive Order 12866, Oct. 1, 1993];
Environmental Justice--P [Executive Order 12898, Feb. 11, 1994];

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.];
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Refugee Education Assistance Act--R

[8 U.S.C. 1523],
Community Services Block Grant Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 9910a]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Evaluation /
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategies (CHAS)--P

[42 U.S.C. 12701]

#  JUSTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Civil Rights Act--R [42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.],
Americans with Disabilities Act--P [42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.]

#  LABOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Job Training Partnership Act--R

[29 U.S.C. 1501 et seq., Sections 1511, 1518, 1532,
1551, 1602, 1603, 1661, 1707, & 1736],

Labor Surplus Areas Program--P

[Executive Orders 10582 & 12073],
Immigration Act of 1990--P

[8 U.S.C. 1182 note & 1182(a)(5)(A)],
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986--P

[8 U.S.C.1364]

#  NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION . . . . . . . . . National Science Foundation Act of 1950--P

[42 U.S.C. 1862],
National Science Foundation Biennial Report--P

[42 U.S.C. 1885d]
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REQUIRED NEED

INDUSTRY, OCCUPATION, AND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . industry asked 1820, 1840, 1910-1990

 CLASS OF WORKER (continued) occupation asked since 1850
class of worker asked since 1910

WHAT IT MEANS FOR EVERYONE

Federal Uses (also see the selected statutory uses on the opposite page):
# Used to formulate policy and programs for employment, career development, and training
# Needed to measure compliance with anti-discrimination policies
# Used in analysis for mandated Congressional reports on the labor force
# Used by the National Center for Health Statistics to compute vital statistics
# Required by the Bureau of Economic Analysis to develop its state per capita income estimates

which are used in the allocation formulas or eligibility criteria of more than 20 Federal programs
such as Medicaid

# Used by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, under the Civil Rights and Equal Pay
Acts, in litigation where employment discrimination is alleged

# Helps the Environmental Protection Agency, under the Toxic Substances Control Act, to identify
occupations and industries that expose people to harmful chemicals and that adversely affect the
environment

Community Impact:
# Used to help create new jobs by providing companies with information about where to locate new

plants, stores, or offices
# Needed under the Older Americans Act to plan job training programs for seniors
# Used by the Health Professions Reporting System to assess the need for staff in health care

occupations

WHY WE ASK IT THIS WAY

These questions describe the work activity and occupational skills of the American labor force.  Industry
is the kind of business in which an individual works, while occupation is the kind of work that the
individual does.  Class of worker refers to the type of employment such as  private, government, self
employed or working as an unpaid family worker.  The various parts of this subject work together to
provide a consistent  approach to classifying individuals into specific industries and occupations based on
standard detailed classification systems.  The two major purposes for the year last worked question are
to reduce respondent burden and to identify the experienced civilian labor force.  This question screens
out people who do not need to answer questions on industry, occupation, and class of worker.  Only the
experienced civilian labor force (i.e., persons who have worked in the past five years) is asked to provide
information on their last job.
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REQUIRED NEED

INDUSTRY, OCCUPATION, AND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . industry asked 1820, 1840, 1910-1990

 CLASS OF WORKER (continued) occupation asked since 1850

class of worker asked since 1910

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

#  EEOC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Equal Pay Act--P [29 U.S.C. 206(d)],
Age Discrimination in Employment Act--P [29 U.S.C. 631],

Americans with Disabilities Act--P [42 U.S.C. 12101]

#  EPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Resource Conservation and Recovery Act--P [42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.];
 National Environmental Policy Act--P [42 U.S.C. 4331 et seq.];

Toxic Substances Control Act--R [15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.
(see 15 U.S.C. 2601(b)(1) & 15 U.S.C. 2602(6)(12))];

Regulatory Review--P [Executive Order 12866, Oct. 1, 1993];
Environmental Justice--P [Executive Order 12898, Feb. 11, 1994];

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.]

#  FEDERAL RESERVE . . . . . . . . . . . . Community Reinvestment Act of 1977--P [12 U.S.C.2901],
Bank Holding Company Act--P [12 U.S.C. 1841 et seq., 70 stat 133, P.L. 84-511]

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--P [42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Public Health Service Act--R [42 U.S.C. 254b(b)(3)(A) & (B), 254e(b) & (d), & 254f-1],

Health Professions Reporting System --P [42 U.S.C. 292h],
Health Insurance for the Aged Act--P [42 U.S.C. 1395w-4(e)(1)]

#  HUD . . . . . . . . . Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Evaluation--P [42 U.S.C. 12701]

#  JUSTICE . . . . . . . . Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964--R [42 U.S.C. 2000e-2 & 2000e-16],
Americans with Disabilities Act--P [42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.]

#  LABOR . . . . Job Training Partnership Act--P [29 U.S.C. 1501 et seq., Sections 1511, 1518, 1532,
1551, 1602, 1603, 1661, 1707, & 1736],

Labor Surplus Areas Program--P [Executive Orders 10582 & 12073],
 Immigration Act of 1990--P [8 U.S.C. 1182 note & 1182(a)(5)(A)],

Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986--P [8 U.S.C. 1364]

#  NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . National Endowment for the Arts
Reauthorization Legislation--R

[20 U.S.C., Chapter 26, Sub. I., Section 954(q)]

#  NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION . . . . . . . . . National Science Foundation Act of 1950--P

[42 U.S.C. 1862],
National Science Foundation Biennial Report--P

[42 U.S.C. 1885d]
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REQUIRED NEED

WORK STATUS LAST YEAR (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked since 1940

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)]

#  JUSTICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Civil Rights Act--R

[42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.],
 Americans with Disabilities Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.]

#  LABOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Immigration Act of 1990--P

[8 U.S.C. 1182 note & 1182(a)(5)(A)],
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986--P

[8 U.S.C. 1364]

#  NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION . . . . . . . . . National Science Foundation Act of 1950--P

[42 U.S.C. 1862],
National Science Foundation Biennial Report--P

[42 U.S.C. 1885d]
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MANDATORY NEED

 VETERAN STATUS (continued) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . asked 1840, 1890, 1910, 1930-1990

AGENCIES SELECTED STATUTORY USES

#  HHS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Older Americans Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 3002, 3026(a)(1), 3027(a)(8)],
Public Health Service Act--P

[42 U.S.C. 254b(b)(3)(A) & (B), 254e(b) & (d) & 254f-1]

#  LABOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Veterans Employment and Training Program--R

[38 U.S.C. 4103A(a)(1), 4103(c)(1)(A), (c)(2 & 3), (c)(6), (c)(8), & (c)(15)(B)],
Job Training Partnership Act--P

[29 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.]

#  VA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Projections of Veteran Population--M

[38 U.S.C. 8131(1)],
Disabled Veterans Outreach Program--R

[38 U.S.C. 4103A(a)(1) & (b)(2)],
Evaluation of Veterans Programs--P

[38 U.S.C. 527],
State Estimates of Nursing Home Care Needs for Veterans--R

[38 U.S.C. 8134(a)(1)],
Equal Employment Opportunity Data on Veterans--P

[38 U.S.C. 4212],
Veterans Benefits Program--R

[38 U.S.C. 317],
Reports to Congress on Veterans Needs--P

[38 U.S.C. 542, 4107(c)]


