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What is the Conservation Information
System?

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Conservation Information System is a website
developed for NRCS leaders and managers at all levels.
Its purpose is to provide user-friendly, simple and easy
access to the agency’s accountability information. It is
designed to be a valuable management tool to leaders in
the conservation effort at all levels of the NRCS
organization. It is designed to be easy to user and
integrate all components of accountability, including
strategic and performance planning goals and
objectives, financial and time resources, budget planning
and allocations, and performance reporting into a single
site. It is designed, not to replace executive decision-
making, but to enhance it by providing key critical
information necessary to decision-making.

Why was it developed?

The CIS was developed and implemented as an access
into the Integrated Accountability System that will enable
the agency to meet each initiative within the President’s
Management Agenda. The Conservation Information
System was designed as a single-point into the
Integrated Accountability System (IAS), a system of data
collection tools, processes, and related applications that
provides information in a timely manner to support the
agency’s strategic and performance planning and
monitoring, budget formulation, business planning,
operations management, workforce planning, and
accountability activities.
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What are key questions integral to the
NRCS Accountability efforts?

Goals: What are NRCS’ national and state strategic
goals and annual targets to address these concerns?

Progress: What progress is being made towards our
strategic goals and performance targets?

Costs: How are NRCS staff spending their time and
how much does it cost, by program and activity?

Where can | get accountability information
from NRCS?

A large part of our accountability information,
particularly performance information, is available to
NRCS leadership, in the form of tabular reports and
maps. Reports can be displayed for the entire Nation or
by state.

Where does the NRCS’ Conservation
Information System get its data and
information?

The NRCS Conservation Information System brings

together information collected from the agency
accountability-related data collection systems:

Performance and Results Measurement System
(PRMS) - provides data on NRCS and partnership
accomplishments; updated daily.

Total Cost Accounting System(TCAS) - provides data
on how staff resources are being used; updated every
2 weeks.

Strategic & Performance Plans - provides performance
goals by state, region, and nationally; updated
annually.




CIS Report Overview by Section

Direct and Reimbursable Outlays by Program

These reports summarize direct and reimbursable

outlays for NRCS discretionary and mandatory
programs for National, State, County, office, and
congressional district.

Goals, Progress, and Performance

Information in these reports illustrate the daily
accomplishments of progress towards achieving
performance targets by NRCS and the
conservation partnership for National, State,
County, office, and congressional district.

Costs, Obligations, and Outlays (Tech. Asst. Only)

Information in these reports illustrate technical
assistance cost, obligation, and outlays by
organization level and function.

Staff Year Costs

These reports illustrate the estimated staff years
worked and support costs by organization level
and function.

Costs by Program

Information in these reports illustrate the
associated salaries/benefits (from ACRES) and
allocated support cost (from FFIS) by
conservation program.

Contributions to NRCS Programs

These reports outline those costs associated with
NRCS programs that the agency would have to
pay for if not provided by others, at the State,
County, office, and congressional district level.

Where to get more information about the
NRCS Conservation Information System?

For more information on the Conservation Information
System, the Integrated Accountability System or the use of
accountability in NRCS, call the NRCS Operations
Management and Oversight Division at (202) 720-8388.
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CIS Ad-hoc Report

USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and
marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA/NRCS is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Addresses and telephone numbers for NRCS' Civil Rights Staff are: NRCS Civil Rights Program Compliance Division, 5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Mail Stop 5471, Beltsville,
MD 20705-5471; phone: (301) 504-2287. NRCS Civil Rights Employment Division, 5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Mail Stop 5472, Beltsville, MD 20705-5472; phone: (301)

504-2181.



