Dear Federal Firearns Licensee:

W are pleased to provide you with this 2000 edition of
the Federal Firearns Regul ations Reference Guide. Wth
respect to firearns enforcenent, our mission is clear: to

reduce violent crinme and protect the public. Toward this
end, our focus is on denying crimnals access to firearns
and taking violent offenders off the streets. The efforts

made by licensees in maintaining good records of firearns
transactions and the cooperation shown in assisting us in
tracing crime guns has been inval uabl e.

Moreover, |icensees conplying with the interim Brady
| aw prevented the sale of approximtely 320,000 handguns
from March 1994 to Novenber 1998, thanks to the record
checks of handgun purchasers under that |aw. In nost cases,
t hose woul d-be handgun buyers who were disqualified from
recei ving and possessing firearns were individuals with
prior crimnal histories. Wile it is inpossible to know
precisely which future crimnal activities were deterred by
the disqualification of these individuals, | have no doubt
that conpliance with the |aw prevented countless crimes and,
i ndeed, saved nany |ives.

Ef fective on Novenber 30, 1998, the interim provisions
of the Brady |aw expired and were replaced by the pernanent
provi sions of the Brady |aw. Now the eligibility of
firearnms purchasers is determned at the tinme of sale by
guerying the National Instant Cimnal Background Check
System (N CS). You will find in this publication new ATF
and FBI regulations inplenenting the Brady law, as well as
guestions and answers that should help you to understand and
conply with its provisions.

This publication provides you with information designed
to help you conply with all of the |laws and regul ati ons
governing the manufacture, inportation and distribution of
firearns. The responsible and [awful distribution of
firearnms by licensees plays an inportant role in protecting
the Anerican public fromviolent firearns crine.

Si ncerely yours,

John W Magaw




