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On behalf ofthe f d l y  farmand ranchmetnben of thc Texas Fanms Union, I amwriting inresponse 
to thcproposed r u l e d &  regardingthe definitionand labeling of U.S. cattleand becfproducts. 

TexasFarmersUnion strongly ~pportstheFood Safety Inspeetion Scrvioe’s current defmitiin for 
voluntary hbeli ofcattle and beef products as“born, reisd,slaughteredand pr0ccs.d inthe United 
States.” All other dehitooswould &ked eo- and damage the integrity of theU.S. beef 
industry. 

Forexample,we oppose thtpetition submitted in September 2000, that would a k w  impoaadbeef 
productst0 be fed mthc U.S. for 100 days,processed m the United Statesandtceeivcda country of 
origin label, “Beef:Made theU.S.A.” 

U.S. producers sped significant time, money. resourcesand energy producingtopquality livestock. 
cat& mnd aef  products that were bono aad pattiallyraiad in aaotherM ) u t l y  should not be labeled 
under the same cntegory 85 thoseborn, raised,slaughtered and processed undcr America’s uaparalkled 
standards. 

Om:nataOabas an internationalreputation for andproducing high quality beef,LabcJing caabe 
a valusbk markdinp tool tohelp pwnoteU.S. products and todbwproducers to better compete m the 
marketplace.As a nmtter ofchoice, many txmumas may wish to pwchasemeat fiom enimatS barnand 
raised inIkunitedstates. 

While tkclothswe wear amitkcarswe drive h?ar a fotmtry-of-origin labet, the foods we &miow 
h i k s  donot. corrnuwSdeserve theright to know thc oern of them food. This is why Texas 
FarmersUnion strongly supports a msndatory labeling programwith a uniform definition for domsts 
betfesbobom,raised, stsugbdered and proamed iatbe united states. 

It is owhope that FSIS will implementmeaninsful labdii  regulations for canlcand beefproducts 
Thaalr you for yourcwsideration 

Smerely, 

Wes Sims 
PrrSident 
Texas Farmers Union 
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