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RE: FSIS Docket No. 00-026N Residue Policy 

The American Association of Meat Processors (AAMP) is an international trade 
association with members in the United States, Canada and several foreign countries. 
Our members are meat and poultry processors, slaughterers, wholesalers, retailers, 
caterers, home food service companies and supplierslsonsultants to the industry. Most 
of our members are very small, small and medium-sized businesses, many of them 
family-owned. 

AAMP's goal is to work cooperatively with both the Food Safety and Inspection Service 
and Congress to make sure that American consumers have the safest possible meat 
and poultry products. 

We appreciate that FSIS has asked for comments about this notice, because we have 
some major concerns about what the Agency is proposing. We do not see how this 
change in FSIS policy -- to harmonize its procedures with FDA in testing animal tissues 
for residues -- could improve the health of consumers of meat and poultry products. 

Instead, we believe that the implementation of this notice will put more burdens on 
meat and poultry slaughterers and processors, for no good reason. 

On Page 40965 of the August 6, 2001 Federal Register, in the notice, there is a 
statement at the beginning of the last paragraph in the first column as follows: "FSIS is 
aware that the change in its procedures announced in this notice will affect the 
industry." We believe that to be a great understatement. 

How Many Animals Will Be Thrown Away For No Reason? 

It is the responsibility of the rulemaking Agency to explain how this notice will affect the 
industry. It is our opinion that many more animals will be affected by this change in 
FSIS policy. In other words, many more animals will be thrown away for no reason. 
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