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Open-File Reports are used for the dissemination of information that must be released immediately to fill
a public need or for information that is not sufficiently refined to warrant formal publication. As such,
Open-File Reports should not be viewed as final reports of major scientific investigations. Because of
their preliminary nature and possibility of being superseded, Open-File Reports do not introduce new or
revised geologic, stratigraphic, hydrologic, or taxonomic nomenclature. In particular, Article 4(a) of the
North American Stratigraphic Code excludes open-file releases for the naming or revising of formal
geologic units.
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