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DISCLAIMER

The July 27, 1990 Regulations, "Aliens and Nationality: Asylum and Withholding of Deportation
Procedures," mandated the creation of a new corps of Asylum Officers to provide an initial, nonadversarial
adjudication of asylum claims. Asylum Officers use asylum law, interviews with asylum applicants, and
relevant information on country conditions to determine the merits of individual claims for asylum.

The Resource Information Center was created to assist Asylum Officers domestically, and Immigration
Officers determining refugee status overseas, by collecting and disseminating credible and objective
information on human rights conditions. As specified in the Regulations (8 CFR 208.12), as amended, such
information may be obtained from the Department of State, the Office of International Affairs, other
Service offices, or other credible sources, such as international organizations, private voluntary agencies,
news organizations, or academic institutions."

Master Exhibits are one means by which credible information on a given group or groups deemed "at risk"
is presented to Asylum and Immigration Officers. Master Exhibits are submitted by private voluntary
organizations, law firms, or other groups, which are credited on the title page of the Exhibit. The contents
of each Master Exhibit distributed by the Resource Information Center, taken as a whole, meet certain basic
standards on credibility, relevance and format, and can provide Asylum Officers with valuable background
material for evaluating country conditions.

This Master Exhibit provides publicly available information, analyses, or comment. All sources are cited.
Updates to this Master Exhibit may be made from time to time. This Master Exhibit, however, cannot be,
and does not purport to be, either exhaustive with regard to the country surveyed, or conclusive as to the
merits of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. It is for the Asylum Officer adjudicating a
particular case to determine what evidentiary weight to give to the information in this Master Exhibit.

The inclusion of this Master Exhibit in the collection of Master Exhibits compiled by the Service does not
constitute an endorsement of the information in this Master Exhibit. The views expressed in this Master



Exhibit, therefore, do not necessarily represent statements of policy of the United States Government, nor
does this Master Exhibit reflect foreign policy concerns of the United States Government.

EL SALVADOR - 10.  Guerilla Violence

Materials focus on guerilla repression against family of military, government representatives, and
government supporters and suspected informers ("orejas"); includes repression against mayors and other
government functionaries, lists kept by the guerillas, and specific guerilla threats.

El Salvador - Guerrilla Violence
(includes persecution of family of military, mayors, orejas, threats, lists, etc.)
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"Salvador Abuses Seen on Two Sides," New York Times, 25 November 1989 (ISLA 2068)
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"Guerrillas in Salvador Step Up Pre-Election Terrorism," New York Times, 20 March 1988 (ISLA 1391)
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"The Civilian Toll 1986-1987," Americas Watch, 30 August 1987 (pp. 120-154)
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"Draining the Sea ," Americas Watch, March 1985 (pp.54-58)
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