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DISCLAIMER

The July 27, 1990 Regulations, "Aliens and Nationality: Asylum and Withholding of Deportation
Procedures," mandated the creation of a new corps of Asylum Officers to provide an initial, nonadversarial
adjudication of asylum claims. Asylum Officers use asylum law, interviews with asylum applicants, and
relevant information on country conditions to determine the merits of individual claims for asylum.

The Resource Information Center was created to assist Asylum Officers domestically, and Immigration
Officers determining refugee status overseas, by collecting and disseminating credible and objective
information on human rights conditions. As specified in the Regulations (8 CFR 208.12), as amended, such
information may be obtained from the Department of State, the Office of International Affairs, other
Service offices, or other credible sources, such as international organizations, private voluntary agencies,
news organizations, or academic institutions."

Master Exhibits are one means by which credible information on a given group or groups deemed "at risk"
is presented to Asylum and Immigration Officers. Master Exhibits are submitted by private voluntary
organizations, law firms, or other groups, which are credited on the title page of the Exhibit. The contents
of each Master Exhibit distributed by the Resource Information Center, taken as a whole, meet certain basic
standards on credibility, relevance and format, and can provide Asylum Officers with valuable background
material for evaluating country conditions.

This Master Exhibit provides publicly available information, analyses, or comment. All sources are cited.
Updates to this Master Exhibit may be made from time to time. This Master Exhibit, however, cannot be,
and does not purport to be, either exhaustive with regard to the country surveyed, or conclusive as to the
merits of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. It is for the Asylum Officer adjudicating a



particular case to determine what evidentiary weight to give to the information in this Master Exhibit.

The inclusion of this Master Exhibit in the collection of Master Exhibits compiled by the Service does not
constitute an endorsement of the information in this Master Exhibit. The views expressed in this Master
Exhibit, therefore, do not necessarily represent statements of policy of the United States Government, nor
does this Master Exhibit reflect foreign policy concerns of the United States Government.

EL SALVADOR - 3. Persecution of Members of Popular Movements

B. Unionists - Persecution of governmental and nongovernmental unions and trade federations, including
agricultural and peasant organizations (UTC/FECCAS, FENASTRAS, SETA, etc.); some overlap possible
with co-operatives

E1 Salvador -Persecution of Unions

"Workers Demand Release of Labor Leader," E1 Salvador On Line, 24/31 December 1990

"El Salvador Labor Report," Federation of Independent Associations & Unions of E1 Salvador,
November/December 1990

"State Workers Strike Despite Threats," E1 Salvador On Line, 29 October 1990

"Labor Unions, Military Tensions Said to Increase," FBIS, 17 October 1990

"Salvador's Human Rights Woes," San Francisco Chronicle, 23 May 1990

"Peasants Captured Before May Day March", E1 Salvador on Line, 7 May 1990

"El Salvador Labor Report," Federation of Independent Associations & Unions of El Salvador March 1990

"A Year of Reckoning: E1 Salvador a Decade After the Assassination of Archbishop Romero," Americas
Watch Report, March 1990, (pp.54-57,122-127, and 168-170)

"Orit Claims Unionists Repressed in E1 Salvador," Excelsior, 19 February 1990 (Central America News
Pak # 106)

"Trade Unionists Targeted by Police," E1 Salvador on Line, 19 February 1990

"Fear of 'Disappearance'," Amnesty International Urgent Action UA 56/90, 9 February 1990

"Labor Movement Under Attack," Central America Report, 2 February 1990

"Amnesty International Report 1990," (covers 1989) E 1 Salvador

"The Carnage in E1 Salvador," IUF News Bulletin, #11-12 1989, (CAM)

"Salvadorans Persecuted in Guatemala," Excelsior, 6 December 1989 (Central America NewsPak #100)

"Union Hall Explosion in San Salvador Kills 10," San Francisco Chronicle, 1 November 1989

"Operation to Prevent Violence," FBIS, 1 May 1989

"Specter of Terror in E1 Salvador- Political Violence Rises, Mainly Against Less Prominent Unionists,"
Christian Science Monitor, 21 April 1989 (ISLA 1967)

"Armed Forces Raid Labor Unions, Other Groups," and "UNTS Condemns Raids," FBIS, 21 April 1989



"Death Squad Reportedly Threatens Labor Leader," FBIS, 2 March 1989

"El Salvador: 'Death Squads' - A Government Strategy," Amnesty International AMR 29/21/88, October
1988 (pp.26-29)

"Labor Rights in E1 Salvador," Americas Watch, March 1988 (pp. 1 - 17 & glossary of worker assoc.)

"El Salvador: 'Disappearance' of Jose Alfonso Lopez Ramirez," Amnesty International AMR 29/34/87, 22
July 1987

"El Salvador: 'Disappearance' of Three Trade Union Members Following May-Day Demonstrations,"
Amnesty International AMR/24/29/87, 10 July 1987

"Medical Concern," Amnesty International AMR 29/41/86, 3 July 1986

"Human Rights Violations Directed Against Trade Unionists in E1 Salvador," Amnesty International AMR
29/06/86, January 1986 (includes glossary of trade union acronyms)

"El Salvador Update: Labor Under Seige: A Report on the Salvadoran Trade Union Movement," E1
Rescate, October 1985 (p. 1-17)

"Witness to Political Violence in E1 Salvador: Testimonies of Salvadoran Refugees in the United States,"
Central American Refugee Center (CARECEN), June 1984 (pp.20-23)

"The STECEL II: Trade Unionists Imprisoned in E1 Salvador," National Center for Immigrants' Rights,
Inc., March 1984 (pp.2-7)

"El Salvador: Labor, Terror, and Peace," National Labor Committee in Support of Democracy and Human
Rights in E1 Salvador, 20 July 1983 (pp.7-11)

"Salvadoran Villagers Abandon Town to Cast Their Lot With Guerrillas," Washington Post, 14 July 1981
(ISLA-107)

"Repression of Trade Unionists in El Salvador," Amnesty International AMR 29/13/78, September 1978


