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EL SALVADOR

Persecution of Members of Popular Movements

Material focuses on repression of popular movements in general as well as specific groups and organizations; six
movements are identified in separate sub-themes.

DISCLAIMER

The July 27, 1990 Regulations, "Aliens and Nationality: Asylum and Withholding of Deportation Procedures," mandated
the creation of a new corps of Asylum Officers to provide an initial, nonadversarial adjudication of asylum claims.
Asylum Officers use asylum law, interviews with asylum applicants, and relevant information on country conditions to
determine the merits of individual claims for asylum.

The Resource Information Center was created to assist Asylum Officers domestically, and Immigration Officers
determining refugee status overseas, by collecting and disseminating credible and objective information on human rights
conditions. As specified in the Regulations (8 CFR 208.12), as amended, such information may be obtained from the
Department of State, the Office of International Affairs, other Service offices, or other credible sources, such as
international organizations, private voluntary agencies, news organizations, or academic institutions."

Master Exhibits are one means by which credible information on a given group or groups deemed "at risk" is presented
to Asylum and Immigration Officers. Master Exhibits are submitted by private voluntary organizations, law firms, or
other groups, which are credited on the title page of the Exhibit. The contents of each Master Exhibit distributed by the
Resource Information Center, taken as a whole, meet certain basic standards on credibility, relevance and format, and
can provide Asylum Officers with valuable background material for evaluating country conditions.

This Master Exhibit provides publicly available information, analyses, or comment. All sources are cited. Updates to this
Master Exhibit may be made from time to time. This Master Exhibit, however, cannot be, and does not purport to be,
either exhaustive with regard to the country surveyed, or conclusive as to the merits of any particular claim to refugee
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status or asylum. It is for the Asylum Officer adjudicating a particular case to determine what evidentiary weight to give
to the information in this Master Exhibit.

The inclusion of this Master Exhibit in the collection of Master Exhibits compiled by the Service does not constitute an
endorsement of the information in this Master Exhibit. The views expressed in this Master Exhibit, therefore, do not
necessarily represent statements of policy of the United States Government, nor does this Master Exhibit reflect foreign
policy concerns of the United States Government.
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Article/Document Title Page

"A Decade of War: El Salvador Confronts the Future," January 1991 (pp.182-195; ch. 8 -
The Popular Movement)

1

"El Salvador: A Country Guide," by Tom Barry, 1990, (pp.89-95; ch. 4 - Society and the
Environment)

9

"Popular Groups Targeted by Repression," Central America Report, 7 December 1990 16

"Government Calls Groups Rebel Fronts," El Salvador On Line, 18 October 1990 18

"Jesuit Case Suspect Released on Bail," El Salvador On Line, 6 August 1990 20

"A Year of Reckoning: El Salvador a Decade After the Assassination of Archbishop
Romero," Americas Watch Report, March 1990, (pp. from ch. VI)

22

"Groups Demand Return of Equipment," E I Salvador on Line, 19 February 1990 32

"Final Report to the Commission on Human Rights on the Situation of Human Rights in El
Salvador United Nations Report, 31 January 1990 (pp.5-6 & Conclusion)

33

"The Killing of Maria Cristina Gomez," CUANES 1989 Annual Report 42

"Union Hall Explosion in San Salvador Kills 10," San Francisco Chronicle, I November
1989.

44

"Human Rights: 1989 Worse than 1988" and "Convulsions in the Popular Movement:
Success and Errors, " Letter to the Churches from El Salvador, 1-15 October 1989

46

"Salvadoran Troops Break into Headquarters of Four Groups," Excelsior, 21 April 1989
(Central America NewsPak #84)

50

"New Right-Wing Group Emerges in Wake of Bombing," FBIS, 17 April 1989 52

"Party Leader Comments on Arrest," FBIS, 10 March 1989 53

"ARDECommunique Against Leftist Groups," and "Leftists Zamora, Centeno React,"
FBIS, 28 December 1988

54

"Leftist Parties Form New Political Movement," FBIS, 20 June 1988 56

"What is the Future for the New Labor Energies?," Central America Report, 9 May 1986 59
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"Army Out to Stop Dissent," Guardian, 26 June 19865 and "Back in the Streets," The
Progressive, July 1985 (both in CAM)

61

"El Salvador: Background to the Crisis," Central America Information Office (CAMINO),
1982 (ch. 9 - State Terrorism and Human Rights, pp.68-80)

62

"Revolution in El Salvador: Origins and Evolution," Tommie Sue Montgomery, 1982
(pp.123- 133)

72

"Testimony on El Salvador submitted by Amnesty International USA to the Subcommittee
on Inter-American Affairs of the committee on Foreign Affairs of the U.S. House of
Representatives," Amnesty International USA PPSTMT 81/03 (from Hearing on March 5
and 11, 1981)

78

"Amnesty International says Evidence shows Governmental Responsible for Detention and
Murder of Six Opposition Leaders; Calls on U.N. to Condemn Killing," AI News Release, 4
December 1990

85

"Amnesty International Report 1980," (covers 1 May 1979 to 30 April 1980), Amnesty
International

87
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