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International Assistance Helps Ease Strains of ‘02 Season

What may have beenthelongest fire seasonever in
the United States could have been evenlonger, had it
not been for the hel p of firefightersand managersfrom
Canada, Australiaand New Zealand.

Almost 1,000 peoplefrom thethree countriesjoined
rankswith U.S. firefightersin 2002, helping to ease
thestrain of adifficult fire season, said Tom Frey,
BLM international fireand aviation program
coordinator.

Thenumber thisyear probably trailed only the 2000
fireseasonintermsof international assistance, Frey
sad.

“Wewerein the process of renegotiating some of the
international agreementswithAustraliaand New

Firefighters from Australia and New
Zealand joined the firefighting efforts
in 2002.

Zedand earlier inthefireseason,” Frey said. “Once
we concluded dl of the agreements, wewereableto
bring them over fast and quickly blend theminto the
incident management teams, when their orientation and
trainingwascompleted.”

TheAustraliansand New Zed andersfilled needed
aviationand lineoverhead roles.

“Oneincident commander told methat he couldn’t
have operated helibaseswithout them,” Frey said.
“They becamecritical resourcesduring the peak of fire
Season.”

Forty Typel crewsfrom Canadaassi sted firefighting
efforts. They werejoined by 117 overhead personne.
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“The Canadians had aseverefire season of their own
until early August. Inbusy years, weawaysfacea
shortageof Typel crews, sotheir presence after
their season dowed wasvery muchwelcomed,” said

Frey.

International Assistance
by the Numbers

Canadian Assistance Received

Fire campstook on abit more color than usual, with by the United States

theflagsof Canada, New Zedland, and Australiaall

flyingin proximity tothat of the United States. © AU e | AU s
yinginproximity ' 800 people
“Wealso had agood exchangeof firdline 117 miscellaneous overhead

terminology. A spot fire, for example, isaspot-over personnel

toforeignfirefighters,” Frey said.
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Thechangesinterminology weren't limitedtofire

matters, either. * 40 miscellaneous overheard
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“When the discussion of football came up, you had to managers)

be careful about which kind you meant —soccer,
rughy, Canadian football or American football,” said New Zealand

Frey. :
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Thehelp acrossborderswasn’t all oneway thisyear.
managers)

Inmid-May, theU.S. assited Mexicanfirefighters
with a10,000 acrefire near AguaPrieta, Sonora. In
June, a1,300 acrefire near Nogales, Arizona, and
Nogales, Sonora, was suppressed under aunified
command of U.S. and Mexicanfirefighters.

Years Agreements or
Arrangements Were Signed

e Canada, 1982

e Mexico, 1999

» Australia, 2000, 2001, 2002

e New Zealand, 2000, 2001,
2002
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