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O       n January  19 , 2001, Low ell Plos s , th e deputy
director of th e Bureau of R eclam ation, pres ented
Mike A lv es , m anager of Kanaw h a and G lide W ater
D is tricts , w ith  th e 2000 Com m is s ioner’s  W ater
Conserv ation A w ard.  Th e Kanaw h a and G lide
W ater D is tricts  h av e been m anagem ent leaders
and innov ators  in North ern California ov er th e
pas t s ix y ears .  Th e Board of D irectors  and
Manager, Mike A lv es , h ad s tarted im plem enting
innov ativ e w ater m anagem ent practices  ev en
before R eclam ations  requirem ent for w ater
m anagem ent planning.

In th e early  19 80’s , th e dis tricts  s taff im plem ented
an innov ativ e “h andh eld recording” program .  In

19 9 7 , th e s taff cam e to R eclam ation th rough  th e
W ater Conserv ation Field Serv ices  Program
reques ting as s is tance to update th e program  to
new er com puter and equipm ent form ats  and
dev elop new  softw are for th e  program .  Today ,
th e dis tricts  continue to w ork w ith  th e softw are
dev eloper in im prov ing th e program  and form at.
Th is  realtim e w ater m easurem ent data collection
and proces s ing s y s tem  enabled th e dis tricts  to
es tablis h  an activ e program  of w ater allocation
transfers , w h ich  h as  been operating succes s fully
betw een th e tw o dis tricts  for m any  y ears .
A dditionally , th e dis tricts  are in a better pos ition to
locate and acquire w ater from  oth er dis tricts  to fill
w ater s h ortfalls .

Th e dis tricts  h av e been exem plary  in th eir
planning efforts , both  in identify ing applicable
bes t m anagem ent practices  for th e area and in
im plem enting th os e practices .  Th e s taff utilizes
th eir data gath ering and proces s ing in an
innov ativ e w ay , prov iding th eir w ater us ers
inform ation th at both  inform s  and encourages
efficient w ater us e. Ev ery day , w ater m easurem ent
data is  gath ered and proces s ed by  th e dis tricts .
From  th is  inform ation, w ater allocations  are tracked
on a daily  bas is  s o farm ers  can call – in or s top by
th e office and ch eck h ow  m uch  w ater th ey  h av e
us ed and h ow  m uch  w ater th ey  h av e left in th eir
allotm ent. Th e s taff h as  dev eloped excellent
com m unications  w ith  th eir w ater us ers  and h as
m aintained supportiv e inform ation transfers .
It is  becaus e of th is  exceptional w ater m anagem ent
and cons erv ation s y s tem  th at Kanaw h a and G lide
W ater D is tricts  w ere pres ented w ith  th e 2000
Com m is s ioner’s  W ater Conserv ation A w ard!



   Hot Tips
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Pete Vonich presented with
DOI’s 2000 Environmental

Achievement Award
Pete V onich ,
env ironm ental specialis t
in Central C alifornia A rea
O ffice’s  resources
m anagem ent div is ion at
Folsom , w on th e 2000
D epartm ent of th e
Interior Env ironm ental
A ch iev em ent A w ard.
Th e aw ard w as pres ented
to Pete on Septem ber

27 ,2000 by  th e A s s is tant D eputy  Secretary , L is a
G uide in recognition of h is  innov ativ e approach  to
creating th e A m erican Riv er W ater Education
C enter (A R W EC ) at Folsom  D am .

Pete’s  federal career began m ore th an 20 y ears  ago
w ith  th e D epartm ent of A griculture.  Pete h as  s pent
th e las t 16  y ears  w ith  R eclam ation.  Currently  Pete
w ears  tw o h ats  for R eclam ation as  th e h azardous
m aterials  coordinator and th e w ater cons erv ation
specialis t for th e C C A O .  It is  th es e tw o roles  th at
gav e Pete th e know ledge and expertis e to create th e
ARW EC .

A s  part of th e C V PIA of 19 9 2, th e center w as
originally  located in th e Mid-Pacific R egional
Federal O ffice Building in Sacram ento.  Becaus e of
increas ed s ecurity  requirem ents  and building
renov ations , th e center w as perm anently  clos ed.
Th e original center w as opened in 19 9 4  and w as
m anaged by  th e R egional W ater Conserv ation Staff.
Th e center play ed a v ery  im portant role in
educating ch ildren and teach ers  about w ater
cons erv ation.

Becaus e th e C enter w as  a creativ e and h igh ly
effectiv e public outreach  liaison for R eclam ation,
th ere w as  a need to recreate and im plem ent
som eth ing s im ilar.  Pete w as  approach ed in 19 9 7
by  th e R egion about es tablis h ing a new  W ater
Education C enter at th e C C A O .  Pete s tated th at
people cons tantly  as ked h im  h ow  h e could
h av e a dam  and no v is itor’s  center.

D id y ou know  . . .
O v er – w atering is  a com m on caus e of
unh ealth y  plants  and one of th e bigges t w ater
w as ters .  A  good w ay  to s ee if y our law n
needs  w atering is  to s tep on th e gras s ; if th e
blades  bounce back, th ey  don’t need w ater.  If
th e gras s  s tay s  flat, turn on y our sprinklers .

D id y ou know  . . .
A  free D o It Yourself H om e W ater Audit Kit is
av ailable th rough  R esources  C ons erv ation.
Th e 20-page pam ph let prov ides  eas y  s tep-by -
s tep directions  for finding and fixing leaks ,
m easuring faucet and s h ow er flow  rates , and
ov er 5 0 w ay s  to s av e w ater in and around
y our h om e.

For m ore inform ation, call:
Resources Conserv ation, Inc.

1 (800) 24 3-286 2

D id y ou know  . . .
Th at ev ery tim e y ou us e y our toilet as  a
w as tebas ket or as h tray , y ou w as te any w h ere
from  1.6  to s ev en gallons of w ater?  Conserv e
w ater in y our h om e by  flus h ing y our toilet
les s , us ing th e tras h  for facial tis s ue and cotton
balls , and by  us ing th e as h tray  for cigarette
butts .

Sev eral R eclam ation em ploy ees , and th e C alifornia
D epartm ent of State Park’s  began th e brainw ork to
bring th e A R W EC  to life.  A fter a planning proces s
of about fiv e m onth s , th e A R W EC  w ent into th e
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“How To” in the Water Distribution World
Bryce White provides the do’s and don’ts

In O ctober, C al Poly  Irrigation Training and R es earch  C enter (ITR C ) pres ented an annual s eries of
educational clas s es .  Th is  is  th e fifth  y ear ITR C  h as pres ented irrigation training clas s es . Th is  y ear th e
subjects  cov ered w ere; O v erv iew  of Irrigation D is trict Modernization, Flow  Measurem ent, Superv isory
Control and D ata A cquis ition, C anal Modernization, W ater Balance, H and H eld D ata R ecorders , and
C anal O peration.

Since R eclam ation is  a sponsor of th e clas s es , I attended  th is  y ear and truly  enjoy ed s eeing firs t h and
h ow  th e clas s es  w ent. Th e pres enters  D r. C h arles Burt and Stuart Sty les , im pres s ed and educated m e.

D r.’s Burt and Sty les  h av e extensiv e backgrounds  in irrigation and dis trict operations .  Th ey  h av e v is ited
and w orked w ith  m any  dis tricts  and farm ers  in our region, nationally  and internationally .  O ne of th e
th ings  I found im pres s iv e w as  th e concentrated w ealth  of inform ation av ailable from  th es e tw o m en.
Th e clas s es quickly  took on an indiv idual nature as  th e attendees  indicated th eir ow n interes ts  and
concerns.  D r.’s Burt and Sty les  eas ily  adjus ted th eir pres entations  to addres s  th e areas of interes t
indicated by  th e audience.  Th eir w ide background allow ed th em  to focus on th e attendees needs  bas ed
on th is  interaction.

Th e facilities  at ITR C  include a dem ons tration canal w ith  m any  different control s tructures .  Th es e
facilities prov ide th e attendees  w ith  th e opportunity  to com pare v arious  ty pes of control s tructures  in a
s ingle location.  Th e dev ices  can be com pared under different flow  conditions  to s ee w h ich  ty pes  are
better for specific conditions .

Th ere are also flow  m easurem ent dev ice com parisons, w ater lev el s ensing dev ice com parisons, and
autom ated control and data acquis ition.  I’m  not talking about pictures on th e w all; th ey  h av e an array
of actual equipm ent in operation. Th is  is  a v ery  v aluable s ite for any one th inking of ch anging h is or h er
s y s tem .

N ext Fall w atch  for th e ITR C  announcem ent for th e next s eries of clas s es .  Th e s ch edule w ill also be
pos ted on th e ITR C  w eb s ite at w w w .itrc.org.   If y ou are a R eclam ation contractor, y ou can also contact
y our area w ater cons erv ation specialis t or th e ITR C  to explore on – s ite training for dis trict personnel.

To contact th e ITRC by  ph one call: (805 ) 7 5 6 -24 34 .

Pete Vonich Awarded  (continued)

cons truction ph as e.  W ith  th e donation of m aterials  from , State Parks , San Juan W ater D is trict, R ain Bird,
SMUD , W es tern Area Pow er A dm inis tration (W A PA ), and th e Sacram ento Tree Foundation, th e A R W EC
w as  built.  A ll of th e A R W EC  w as  cons tructed from  recy cled or surplus  m aterials .

L as t y ear th e A R W EC  h ad ov er 15 ,000 v is itors  and v is itors h ip continues  to grow .  It is  becaus e of Pete
and oth ers  h ard w ork and dedication th at th e im portance of W ater cons erv ation and education
is  continuing to be h eard.

Congratulations Pete,
on y our accom plish m ents and for y our

2000 Env ironm ental Ach iev em ent Aw ard!
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The Spotlight is on:  Lucille Billingsley

Lucille Billingsley ,
th e R egion’s Urban
W ater Conserv ation
Specialis t, is  no
s tranger to W ater
Conserv ation.

Sh e is  filling in
beh ind Mars h a Prillw itz as  Mars h a returned
to th e D epartm ent of W ater R esources .
Since 19 9 7 , Lucille h as  w orked as  a W ater
Conserv ation Specialis t w ith  a broader
em ph as is .  O v er th e las t th ree y ears , Lucille
h as  taken th e lead in th e Annual Update
proces s , plan rev iew s , and th e planning
guidebook.  Sh e w orked on th e 19 9 9
C riteria, on internal contracts  and grants ,
and as  th e team ’s  arch iv is t.  O ne of Lucille’s
s trength s  is  h er ability  to do m any  tas ks
com petently  w h ile m aking it look effortles s .
A s  th e new  Urban specialis t, Lucille w ill be
adding to h er already  bus y  s ch edule.

Som e of h er new  duties  include repres enting
R eclam ation at th e C alifornia Urban W ater
Council (CUW C C ) m eetings  .  Sh e is  also on
th e m easurem ent ev aluation sub-com m ittee,
s teering com m ittee, and s h e attends  th e
plenary  m eetings .  R eclam ation’s Urban
Contractors  w ill subm it th eir Annual
Updates online th rough  th e CUW C C  w eb

Lucille Billingsley

s ite.  Inh erent to th e new  em ph as is of h er
pos ition, Lucille is  gaining expertis e in Urban
w ater m anagem ent and is  respons ible for
repres enting R eclam ation in th e Urban w ater
cons erv ation s ector.

W h en as ked w h at s h e likes  bes t about h er
new  duties , h er respons e w as  th at s h e enjoy s
interacting w ith  th e Urban Council, w orking
on th e w eb s ite, and being part of a “great
team ”.

Since th e m iddle of 19 9 9  Lucille h as  w orked
clos ely  w ith  M ars h a Prillw itz transitioning
into th e Urban field.  For th e pas t s ix y ears ,
s h e w as  also th e MP R egion’s  foreign v is itor’s
program  coordinator, a duty  s ince h anded off
to th e O ffice of Public A ffairs .

A t 5 :00 a.m . Lucille s tarts  h er day  by  s ending
h er kindergarten tw in girls  and h er h igh
s ch ool fres h m an daugh ter off to clas s es
before leav ing for w ork.  A s  bus y  as  s h e is
w ith  h er fam ily , s h e s till finds  tim e to attend
San Francis co G iants  and 4 9 er gam es !

Lucille feels  th at “w h at w e do w ill h opefully
m ake a difference.”  Sh e s ay s  th at s h e’s  really
proud of th e accom plis h m ents of h er team
and th at s h e’s  really  fortunate to h av e w h at
s h e h as .

Lucille Billingsley
Bureau of Reclam ation

Mid-Pacific Region
can be reach ed at 9 16 -9 78-5 215 .



CVPIA Corner
Five-Year Water Management Plans Reporting Process

Many  R eclam ation Contractors  are eith er preparing or im plem enting a W ater Managem ent Plan
(Plan) guided by  R eclam ation’s  C riteria for Ev aluating W ater Managem ent Plans (C riteria).  19 9 9
w as  th e firs t y ear th at th e initial Fiv e-Year Plans w ere rev is ed.  Th ere h as  been a lot of confus ion
and m isunders tanding ov er th e interpretation of a com plete Plan, and w h at cons titutes  m eeting th e
due date (i.e. w h en does  R eclam ation cons ider a Plan to be late).  H opefully , in th e follow ing
explanation of th e rev iew  proces s , w e w ill prov ide Contractors  w ith  a better unders tanding of th e
subm ittal proces s  and th e due date for th eir R ev is ed Plan.

Th e firs t s tep in th e rev iew  proces s  is  for Contractors  to contact th eir A rea O ffice W ater
Conserv ation Specialis t for as s is tance.  R eclam ation’s  W ater Managem ent Planner: G uidebook,
Plan Form at, and Supporting Softw are to as s is t Contractors  in preparing th eir rev is ed Plans.  A
draft Plan th at m eets  th e current C riteria s h ould be subm itted to th e A rea O ffice.  A fter th e A rea
O ffice rev iew s  th e Plan, th ey  forw ard th at Plan to th e R egional O ffice for rev iew  and com m ents .
O nce th e Plan h as  been prelim inarily   “deem ed adequate” by  th e R egional O ffice, a letter goes out
to th e Contractors . Th e letter reques ts  th ree copies of th e Final Plan, along w ith  a Board R esolution
adopting th e Plan.  O nce th is  is  receiv ed, a notice is publis h ed in th e Federal R egis ter.  Th e general
public is  giv en a 30-day  rev iew  period in w h ich  to subm it com m ents .  R eclam ation cons ider all
com m ents prior to th e Plan being deem ed adequate.  A fter th is proces s  is  com plete, th e Plan
becom es  a public docum ent.

A  C ontractor’s  due date is  determ ined by  w h en th eir initial Plan w as  entered into th e Federal
R egis ter.  For exam ple, dis tricts  th at prepared Plans in 19 9 6  are required to h av e th eir R ev is ed
Plans com plete by  D ecem ber 31, 2001.  Th is  m eans th at th eir Plan m us t be in th e Federal R egis ter
by  th is  date.  In order for Contractors  to m eet th is  deadline, th ey  m us t “back into” th is  date on th eir
tim eline.  Th e 30-day  com m ent period, s h ould be taken into cons ideration as  w ell as  th e tim e to
get th e Board R esolution.  Finally , som e tim e is  needed for th e “back-and-forth ” exch ange of
com m ents  betw een Reclam ation and th e Contractor.  Th erefore it is  adv is able to begin th e proces s
for plans no later th an Sum m er 2001.  Below  are sugges ted dates  for proces s  for th e fiv e y ear
rev is ion proces s  for plans due th is  y ear.

If y ou h av e any  questions, please contact Lucille Billingsley
at (9 16 ) 9 78-5 215  or (Y D D  9 7 8-5 6 08).
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Recommended Schedule for Water Management Plans Due in 2001
                                      Action Recom m ended D ates

Contact Your A rea O ffice W ater Conserv ation Specialis t for A s s is tance January  1 – June 1
D raft Plan to Area O ffice By  July  1
A rea O ffice R ev iew  and D is trict R ev is ions By  Septem ber 1
R egional O ffice R ev iew  and D is trict rev is ions By  N ov em ber 1
D is trict’s Board of D irector R esolution By  D ecem ber 1
Federal R egis ter Notice By  D ecem ber 31
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Cal Poly ITRC Training
C al Poly  Irrigation Training and R es earch  C enter, located in San Luis  O bispo, w ill be conducting
tw o clas s es  for irrigation profes s ionals .  Th e clas s es  both  range from  2 to 3 day s  and w ill offer a
w ide range of irrigation education.  If interes ted, pleas e s ign up early , as  clas s es  fill up quickly .

AG . IRRIG ATION  SYSTEM EV ALUATION  SH O RT COURSE
June 18-20, 2001

Th is  2-1/2 day  clas s  cov ers  th e definitions  and tech niques
of ev aluation of s ix dis tinct irrigation m eth ods

(furrow , border strip, h and m ov e/side roll sprinkler, linear m ov e sprinkler,
undertree sprinkler, and drip/m icro).

Th is  clas s  is  s ponsored by  th e U.S. Bureau of R eclam ation, Mid-Pacific R egion
and th e C alifornia D epartm ent of W ater R esources

For m ore inform ation v isit th e w eb site:
h ttp://w w w .itrc.org/classes/ISEclass.h tm l

D ESIG NER/MANAG ER SCH O O L O F IRRIG ATION
August 16  - 31, 2001

Th is 1 to 3 day  clas s  cov ers  bas ic soil, plant, and w ater h y draulics .
Pum ps, ch em igation, row  crop drip and m icro irrigation, and irrigation s ch eduling.

You m ay  attend one day  or th e entire 2-1/2 day s .
Th is  clas s  is  co-sponsored by  th e U.S. Bureau of R eclam ation, Mid-Pacific R egion.

For m ore inform ation v isit th e w eb site:
h ttp://w w w .itrc.org/classes/D esMgr.h tm l

Please direct all questions about course content to:
Stuart Sty les

by  calling 805 -75 6 -24 29
or sending an e-m ail to ssty les@calpoly .edu

Please direct all questions about registration to:
Susanne G artner

 by  calling (805 ) 7 5 6 -25 30 or (805 ) 7 5 6 -24 34
or sending an e-m ail to sgartner@ calpoly .edu

fax (805 ) 7 5 6 -24 33

 Cal Poly  ITRC w eb page:  w w w .itrc.org
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Districts - What They are Doing

Project # 2000-5  w as  a joint effort undertaken
by  th e C ity  of Ply m outh  and Trinch ero Fam ily
Es tates  (TFE).  For th e pas t y ear, th e C ity  and TFE
h av e w orked togeth er on th e A rroy o D itch .
A m ador County  h as used th e ditch  to conv ey
w ater for m ore th an a 100 y ears .  Th e A rroy o
ditch  prov ides  th e contractor w ith  a s afe and
reliable w ater supply  for both  urban and
agricultural dem ands .

Th e grant m oney  w as used to purch as e 20-foot
s ections of 36 -inch  squash  pipe and cem ent.
A ll th e im prov em ents  to th e ditch  w ere m ade
below  th e Cosum nes  R iv er South  Fork div ers ion.
Th e pictures  below  indicate th e locations  w h ere
th e squash  pipes  w ere placed.  Th e C ity  and TFE
s elected th es e locations  becaus e th ey  w ere
identified as  leaky  areas of th e ditch .

Amador Resource Conservation District, Project  # 2000-5
Th e w ork areas  w ere extrem ely  rugged.  H ell
H ole and Blood G ulch  are a few  nam es of th e
areas  in w h ich  th e w ork took place.  Both  nam es
accurately  des cribe th e ty pe of terrain w ith  w h ich
th e w orkers  h ad to contend.  Th e pipes  w ere
m ov ed to th e locations  w ith  four-w h eelers  and a
narrow  trailer and th e cem ent w as  m ov ed in th e
s am e w ay  except m anpow er w as  also used.  For
long im prov em ent s ections , th e pipes  w ere
banded togeth er and cem ent poured at both  ends
form ing an apron s h aped entrance to exit from  th e
pipes .  Sm aller repairs  w ere m ade w ith  a s ingle
pipe and cem ent.

Th e C ity  of Ply m outh  es tim ates  th at s eepage
los s es  w ere approxim ately  15 % - 30% of th e
v olum e th at h is torically  flow ed in th e ditch .
Th is  equates  to approxim ately  2 to 3 cubic ft. per
s econd bas ed on th e conv ey ance capacity  of th e
ditch .  Th is  es tim ate w ill be refined w h en future
flow s  in th e ditch  can be com pared w ith  th e flow s
th at w ere m easured prior to th e ditch  conv ers ion.
Project # 2000-5  took rough ly  30 w orking day s  to
com plete and th e w eath er w as  an as s et to th e
project com pletion.  Th e project w as  a definite
succes s  in elim inating leaks  and cons erv ing w ater.
Th is  is  an excellent exam ple of pos itv e W ater
Conserv ation efforts  m ade th rough  a partners h ip.

W ritten by
 Kev in P. Stew ard, Montev ina & Burke

V iney ard Manager and Sh ani L ee
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After reading Conserv ation Connection, please pass it on to a colleague or recy cle it.

W ater C ons erv ation C enter
Bureau of R eclam ation, M P-4 10
2800 Cottage W ay
Sacram ento, C A   9 5 825 -189 8

Addres s  Correction Requested

Calendar of Events . . .

Printed on Recycled Paper

IRRIG ATION  AND  W ATER USE EFFICIENCY
W O RKSH O PS

April 2001
Conducted by  th e C SU Fresno

C enter for Irrigation Tech nology
For specific dates, inform ation, and registration

call CIT at (5 5 9 ) 278-5 7 5 2

INFO RMATION MANA G EMENT
AND  TECH NOLO G Y CONFERENCE

April 8 – 11, 2001
A tlanta, G eorgia

For m ore inform ation
contact AW W A at (303) 7 9 4 -7711

ASSOCIATIO N  O F CALIFO RNIA W ATER
AG ENCIES (ACW A) CONFERENCE

May  9 -11
South  L ake Tah oe, N ev ada

For m ore inform ation
contact Ellie Meek at (9 16 ) 4 4 1-4 5 4 5

AG RICULTURE IRRIG ATION  SYSTEM
EV ALUATION  SH O RT COURSE

June 2001
C al Poly  ITR C

For m ore inform ation call (805 ) 7 5 6 -24 34
or log on to:  w w w .itrc.org

AW W A ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AND  EXH IBITION
June 17 – 21, 2001

W as h ington, D C
For m ore inform ation contact AW W A

at (303) 7 9 4  -7711


