U.S.- CAFTA-DR Free Trade Agreement

Benefits to Small and Medium-Sized Exporters (SMEs)

The CAFTA-DR should be of particular benefit to small and U.S. SME Share of
medium-sized enterprises (SME's). In 2005 small and Merchandise Exports
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were SME's, accounting for over eighty-nine percent of all

U.S. firms that exported to this region.

Small and medium-sized enterprises particularly benefit from the tariff-eliminating provisions
of free trade agreements, and should benefit from the significant tariff cuts required under the
CAFTA-DR. The transparency obligations, particularly those contained in the customs chapters,
are also very important to SME's, which may not have the resources to navigate customs and
regulatory red tape.
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