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NEGOTIATING ARAB-ISRAELI PEACE
American Leadership in the Middle East 
Daniel C. Kurtzer and Scott B. Lasensky

“Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace is a tour de force that deserves wide readership 
not only in the official, journalistic, and think tank worlds but also in academia. 
This book should be widely utilized as a teaching tool by professors who want 
to add real life practices to the plethora of academic theory about conflict 
resolution and peacemaking.”

—The Honorable Samuel W. Lewis, former United States ambassador to Israel and 
former director of the Policy Planning Staff, U.S. Department of State

As Washington struggles to revive the Arab-Israeli peace process, Kurtzer and 
Lasensky offer the definitive guidebook on how to broker peace in the Middle 
East. Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace sets forth a compelling, interests-based 
framework for American engagement in the peace process; provides a critical 
assessment of U.S. diplomacy since the end of the Cold War; and offers a set of 
ten core “lessons” to guide the efforts of future American negotiators. 

This concise volume is the product of the United States Institute of Peace’s Study 
Group on Arab-Israeli Peacemaking, which brings together some of America’s 
most respected and experienced authorities in the field: William B. Quandt 
(University of Virginia), Steven L. Spiegel (University of California-Los Angeles), 
and Shibley Telhami (University of Maryland and the Brookings Institution). 
The book draws on nine months of groundbreaking consultations with dozens 
of statesmen, political leaders, and civil society figures who have defined Middle 
East peacemaking in recent years. 

Kurtzer, a longtime American peace negotiator, brings an insider’s perspective 
to a text that is richly illuminated with historical narrative and the first-hand 
accounts by a diverse array of figures who have been at the center of this historic 
effort. Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace is an ideal study guide for anyone focusing 
on mediation, conflict resolution, and Middle East diplomacy.

Daniel C. Kurtzer is a former United States ambassador to Israel and Egypt, 
and currently holds the S. Daniel Abraham Chair in Middle East Policy Studies 
at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton 
University.

Scott B. Lasensky is a senior researcher and Middle East expert at the United 
States Institute of Peace. He and Kurtzer co-chair the Institute’s Study Group on 
Arabi-Israeli Peacemaking.
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