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1 INTRODUCTION 
This Addendum 1 incorporates comments received by the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) during their 30 day public scoping period (April 6 – May 
6, 2005) related to the proposed construction of a coal-fired electric plant in the area of 
Great Falls, MT.  This State scoping is supplementary to the Federal scoping conducted 
by the USDA Rural Utilities Service (“RUS”) during the fall, 2004. 
The MDEQ public scoping meeting was conducted on April 18, 2005 at the Great Falls 
Civic Center.  The public was notified by advertisements in the local newspapers, via 
State websites and through specific invitations.  Copies of the newspaper notices are 
included in Appendix H. 

2 MDEQ PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
2.1 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
The goal of a public scoping meeting is to solicit comments and encourage participation 
in accordance with RUS guidelines and MDEQ scoping requirements. The objective is 
to establish a clear and open dialogue with the public and provide a forum and process 
for opportunity to identify and define the scope of issues to be addressed in the 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS). 

2.2 NOTIFICATION PROCESS 
A Meeting Notice to hold public scoping meetings and to prepare an EIS was published 
by MDEQ on their website and the press release was sent to the following media. A 
copy of the notice is included in Appendix H. 

• The Great Falls Tribune 

• Cascade Courier 

• High Plains Warrior 

• KEIN AM 

• KFBB TV – ABC 

• KMON AM 

• KRTV – CBS 

• KTGF TV – NBC  

• KXGF AM 
In addition the Press Release was sent to Newslinks, the Associated Press, the 
Western Environmental Trade Association, the Montana Environmental Information 
Center (MEIC), Senator Conrad Burns office, The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the Helena Independent Record.  A notice for the meeting was also sent to 
ninety nine 99 additional individuals per the mailing list in Appendix H. 
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2.3 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
The public scoping meeting for the project was conducted by MDEQ per the agenda 
shown in Appendix I.  There were 45 people registered on the attendee’s list. There 
were additional people in attendance that did not sign the Attendance List. The 
Attendee’s list is shown in Appendix J.  

2.4 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A total of thirty-eight (38) written responses containing one hundred and thirty seven 
(137) comments were received from the public and agencies during the scoping 
comment period that ended May 6, 2005. Comments were received in the form of direct 
letters mailed to MDEQ, emails, and completed comment forms. All written comments 
were entered into a spreadsheet for analysis and summary. A summary of this 
information is included in Appendix K. All original completed public comment forms and 
sign-in sheets are on file at MDEQ. 
Some comment letters were received from parties who also commented during the RUS 
Scoping Period. These letters are included in the response and comment count to 
insure that any new comments were not overlooked. The duplicate responder’s names 
are highlighted in bold italics. 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMENTS BY CATEGORY  
Air Quality 
A total of fifty-one (51) comments were received on air quality issues. Ten (10) of the 
comments were in regards to sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen dioxides (NOx) 
emissions levels. Eight (8) comments were in regard to various forms of particulate 
matter emissions. Seventeen (17) comments were in regards to mercury emissions and 
the health issues related to them. Fourteen (14) comments pertained to emissions of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases and the potential effects on global 
warming. One (1) comment expressed concern about dioxin emissions. One (1) 
comment expressed general concern about all plant emissions.  
Alternative Fuels 
Two (2) comments expressed concern that fuels other than coal will be burned and that 
emissions from the other fuels may not be known. 
Alternative Technology 
Nine (9) comments were received regarding alternative technologies and the need to 
use renewable resources in lieu of coal for generating electricity. Wind generation was 
the main technology listed as an alternative. Others suggested study of Integrated 
Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) technology and solar power. 
Conservation 
One (1) comment was received regarding the general need for conservation alternatives 
and incentives.  
Due Process/Public Input 
Three (3) comments were received expressing concern that the public was not involved 
in the selection of the generating alternative for the plant. 
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Economic Viability 
Three (3) comments questioned the ability of the plant to operate at a price competitive 
rate. One (1) of these comments questioned the future legality of fossil fuel generating 
plants. 
Environment (General) 
There were five (5) comments on general environmental issues. The comments 
centered on environmental impacts that could be caused by the proposed power plant 
and the type of controls that would be put in place to minimize those impacts.  
Health & Safety 
There were twelve (12) comments related to health and safety. Most of the comments 
related to mercury emissions and the alleged possible link to autism. There were also 
comments about general human health concerns associated with the proposed power 
plant, including asthma and cancer.  
Land Use 
Two (2) comments were in regard to land use. One (1) expressed concern that the plant 
would be built on valuable farm land. One (1) asked why the plant would not be located 
closer to the coal mine source. 
Noise 
There was one (1) comment expressing concern that the plant will contribute to noise 
pollution in the area. 
Project Support  
Eleven (11) letters were received expressing support for the project. Comments 
specifically pointed to economic benefits, permanent job growth, affordable power and 
environmental friendly operation. 
Reclamation/Remediation 
Two (2) comments questioned whether there were plans for future reclamation or 
remediation of the site if the plant were to shut down or be decommissioned. 
Solid Waste 
There were ten (10) comments regarding possible disposal of solid waste on site. Solid 
waste disposal topics include the amount of ash to be disposed, potential for leakage 
and run-off, monitoring requirements, and the adequacy of current laws to regulate solid 
waste disposal. 
Traffic 
One (1) comment was received expressing concern about added traffic for plant 
activities. 
Visual 
Two (2) comments were received on visual impacts. One comment was in regard to 
possible light pollution. One expressed concern about haze near parks and reserves. 
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Water 
Sixteen (16) comments on water issues were received. Six (6) of the comments 
expressed concern regarding pollution of water resources resulting from power plant 
emissions. The other ten (10) were in regard to water rights and usage, specifically 
questioning the use of Great Falls water rights for the project and the usage of water in 
a drought condition.  
Wildlife 
There were two (2) comments regarding the potential effects of mercury exposure of 
local fish. 
Agency Comments 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service sent a letter referring back to their comment to the 
RUS scoping request. The Montana Department of Transportation stated that they 
would like to review effects of the plant on right-of-way and traffic volume. The 
Lewistown Water Resources Office advised that water use will require authorization 
from the Department of Natural Resources. Agency Letters are attached in Appendix L. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  FOR MORE INFORMATION 
April 6, 2005     Kathy Johnson 
      DEQ MEPA Unit 
      (406) 444-1760 
      katjohnson@mt.gov 
 
 

DEQ SEEKING PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PROPOSED GREAT FALLS POWER 
PLANT 

 
 
Helena -- The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) began a public 
scoping period today to accept public comments on the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Statement for the proposed Highwood Generation Station coal-fired electrical 
generation facility to be located near Great Falls, MT.  

 
Southern Montana Electric Generation and Transmission Cooperative, Inc. 

supplies electricity to five rural electric cooperatives in central and south-central Montana 
and a municipal utility.  The company is proposing to construct the 250 megawatt coal-
fired power plant. Highwood Generating Station Unit #1 would use a circulating 
“fluidized bed” combustion technology fueled by low sulfur southern Montana coal..   

 
The purpose of scoping is to allow interested members of the public to express 

their comments and concerns regarding the proposed project and associated permits.  A 
public meeting has been scheduled for Monday, April 18, to take comments. It will be 
held in the Missouri Room of the Great Falls Civic Center beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Written comments may also be sent to the DEQ.  They should be sent to Kathy 
Johnson, Montana DEQ, PO Box 200901, Helena MT, 59620-0901, or by e-mail to 
katjohnson@mt.gov. Comments must be received no later than May 6, 2005.  
 

The DEQ will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who 
wish to participate in this meeting.  If you require an accommodation, please contact the 
department at the address above no later than April 13, 2005. 

 
### END ### 

     
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 6, 2005 
 
 
Dear Interested Citizen: 
 
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) is announcing a 30-day public 
scoping period under the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) for the following 
proposed project and its related state permits: 
 

Highwood Generation Station Unit #1  
A 250 megawatt (MW) Coal-Fired Electrical Generating Facility 

near Great Falls, Montana 
 

Southern Montana Electric Generation and Transmission Cooperative, Inc. (SME) is proposing 
to construct a 250 MW coal-fired power plant at a site near Great Falls (Highwood Generation 
Station Unit #1).  SME conducted an alternatives analysis to meet the power needs of its 
customers and concluded that owning its own source of electrical generation is in the best 
interests of its members.  Results of a statewide power plant siting study by SME identified two 
sites near Great Falls as having the best attributes to support a coal-fired generation plant.  
Further details on the proposal is provided in the enclosed scoping document. 
 
MDEQ is entrusted with the authority to review and issue environmental permits required for 
discharges from power generation and other industrial facilities.  The department must conduct 
an environmental analysis under MEPA of its decision regarding these environmental permits.  
Because SME applied for financing for the project from the Rural Utility Service (RUS), U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, RUS must also conduct an environmental analysis of the project 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  MDEQ will prepare and issue a joint 
environmental impact statement (EIS) for the project with RUS. 
 
MDEQ is holding a public meeting and will collect comments during a 30-day public comment 
period on the state permits and licenses that SME would need to implement its proposed power 
plant.  RUS conducted a public scoping meeting and received public comments on the proposed 
project during the fall of 2004.  The purpose of public scoping is to allow interested members of 
the public to express their comments and concerns regarding the proposed project and associated 
permits.  The agencies will then consider those comments and concerns in determining the issues 
to be addressed in the EIS. 
 
You are invited to attend MDEQ’s public scoping meeting as outlined below.  The department 
will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to participate in 



 

this meeting. If you require an accommodation, please contact the MDEQ at the address below 
no later than April 13, 2005: 
 

Public Scoping Meeting 
on the Preparation of an EIS for 

Southern Montana Electric Generation and Transmission Cooperative’s 
Highwood Generation Station Unit #1 

 
Location:  Great Falls Civic Center, Missouri Room 

Time:  April 18, 2005, 7:00 p.m. 
 

You may submit written comments or concerns to MDEQ at the meeting.  Or, if you wish, you 
may mail or e-mail them to MDEQ at the addresses listed below no later than May 6, 2005: 
 

Kathleen Johnson, MEPA Coordinator 
Re:  SME’s Highwood Generating Station EIS 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 

406-444-1760 
katjohnson@mt.gov 

 
If you already submitted comments to RUS during its scoping period, it is not necessary for you 
to comment again to MDEQ during the State's scoping period unless you have new or additional 
concerns.  Both agencies will consider all comments received by RUS as well as MDEQ when 
preparing the draft and final EISs. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Signed: April 6, 2005] 
 
Thomas M. Ellerhoff 
Environmental Program Manager 



Kelly Audet 
PO Box 5021 
Great Falls, MT  59403 

Debbie Ball-Giop 
1417 Old Hwy. 91 
Cascade, MT  59421 

 
Coleen Balzarrici 
3230 2nd Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

Randy Bize 
1000 1st Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

JoDee Black 
Great Falls Tribune 
PO Box 5468 
Great Falls, MT  59403-5468 

Charles Bocock 
51 Prospect Drive 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

 
Clayton Braden 
2708 4th Avenue NW 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
 

Clayton Briden 
1012 24th Avenue SW 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

David Brown 
PO Box 524 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
 

Jim and Marcia Bundi 
4410 10th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 

Rep. Edward Butcher 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 
 

Rep. Tim Callahan 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

Martha Cappio 
332 36th Avenue NE 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

John A. Cassidy 
3712 7th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

Ted Church 
PO Box 23 
Hysham, MT  59038 
 

Sen. John Cobb 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Arthur DeVries 
PO Box 156 
Roberts, MT  59070 
 

Rep. Sue Dickenson 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Dave Dobbs 
609 40th Street N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

Russ and Patty Dunn 
1510 Central 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

 
Lee Ebeling 4700 Huckleberry Drive 



Great Falls, MT  59404-4633 
 
Mae Nan Ellingson 

10055 Grant Creek Rd. 
Missoula, MT  59808 

Courtney Feldman 
746 Highwood Road 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

Joanne Fisher 
City-County Health Dept. 
115 4th Street S. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

 
Richard Fisher 
3015 Acacia Way 
Great Falls, MT  59404-3692 
 

Jaybe Floyd 
12 Homestake Lane 
Great Falls, MT  59405 

Dan Flynn 
1901 S. Montana 
Butte, MT  59701 
 

Rep. Eve Franklin 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Clark Fritz 
PO Box 3 
Decker, MT  59025  
 

Rep. Kathleen Galvin-Halcro 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Gary Gates 
2725 Skyway Drive, Suite 2 
Helena, MT  59602-1213 
 

Rep. George Golie 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Patrick Gordon 
2919 5th Street NE 
Great Falls, MT 59401  
 

Mayor Randy Gray 
City of Great Falls 
P.O. Box 5021 
Great Falls, MT  59403 

 
Randy Hanson 
PO Box 311 
Havre, MT  59501 
 

Randy Harmon 
2224 2nd Street S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405  

Terry Hilgendorf 
3507 Fairway Drive 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

Mike Hoy 
232 Salem Road 
Great Falls, MT  59405 

Dan Huestis 
2901 4th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

Scott Irvin 
613 NE Main Street, Suite E 
Lewistown, MT  59457 

Nurul Islam, Env. Protection Spec. 
Rural Utilities Service 

Engineering & Environmental Staff 
1400 Independence Ave, SW, Stop 1571 



Washington, DC  20250-1571 
 
Mike Jacobson 

PO Box 5021 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
 

 
Patrick Judge 
PO Box 1184 
Helena, MT  59624 
 

Larry Kaufman 
1817 Dover Road 
Billings, MT  59105 

Harriett King 
Seattle News Desk 
McGraw-Hill / Platts 
harking@oz.net 

Peter Klevberg 
1601 2nd Avenue N., Suite 116 
Great Falls, MT  59401

 
Jack Kovacich 
PO Box 583 
Lakeside, MT  59922 
 

Dale Krause 
12 3rd Street NW, Suite 300 
Great Falls, MT  59403 

Carol Lawton 
1406 3rd W. Hill Dr. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

John Lawton, City Manager 
City of Great Falls 
PO Box 5021 
Great Falls, MT  59403 

 
Mark Lindberg 
Governor’s Office 
PO Box 200801 
Helena, MT  59620-0801 

Cheryl Lucas 
1618 Central 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

 
LeRoy Malsam 
2400 River Rd. N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

Sen. Jeff Mangan 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Dan Martin 
2701 Prospect Avenue 
Helena, MT  59620-1001 
 

Maxim Technologies 
303 Irene Street 
Helena, MT  59601 

Pete and Ruth McDermott 
3720 2nd Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

Megan McKay 
400 27th Street NW 
Great Falls, MT  59404 

 



Rep. Joe Mckenney 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

Duane Mellinger 
110 N. Warren 
Helena, MT  59601 

 
Rep. Mike Milburn 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 
 

Damon Murdo 
Montana Historical Society 
225 N. Roberts 
Helena, MT  59620-1201 

John Murphy 
3506 2nd Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

James O’Hara 
Chouteau Co. Commissioners 
Courthouse 
Fort Benton, MT  59442 

 
Jesse Oldham 
6100 Buckboard Lane 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
 

Rep. John Parker 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Cheryl Patton, Asst. City Mgr. 
City of Great Falls 
PO Box 5021 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
 

Ole Stimac 
Plumbers & Fitters #41 
PO Box 1703 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

Carol Peretti 
1221 10th Avenue SW 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
 
 

Mark Plank 
Rural Utilities Service 
Engineering & Environmental Staff 
1400 Independence Ave, SW, Stop 1571 
Washington, DC  20250-1571 

John Prinkki 
Box 2020 
Roberts, MT  59070 
 

Arlyne Reichert 
1409 4th Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405-2415 

Cheryl Reichert, MD, PhD 
51 Prospect Drive 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

Russell Rice 
1925 4th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 

Sen. Don Ryan 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

Earl Salley 
1104 19th Street S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 

Denver Schlaeppi 
PO Box 20792 

Billings, MT  59104 
 



David Schmidt 
303 Clarke St. 

Helena, MT  59601 

Sen. Trudi Schmidt 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

Rich Southwick 
173 Cottonwood 
Townsend, MT  59644 

 
Allan Steinle 
10 W. 15th St., Suite 2200 
Helena, MT  59626 
 

Nadine Symons 
1107 1st Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 

Diana Talcott 
2004 1st Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 

Sen. Jon Tester 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Joyce Thares, Exec. Secretary 
City of Great Falls 
PO Box 5021 
Great Falls, MT  59403 

Matt Thoeny 
1615 5th St. NW 
Great Falls, MT  59404 

 
Ken Thornton 
31 Paradise Lane 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
 

Dennis Tighe 
717 13th Street SW 
Great Falls, MT  59404 

James Torske 
314 N. Custer Avenue 
Hardin, MT  59034 
 

Sen. Joseph Tropila 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
Bob Walker 
PO Box 57 
Joliet, MT  59041 
 

John Wardell 
U.S. EPA 
10 W. 15th St., Suite 3200 
Helena, MT  59626 

 
Lois M. Wells 
1516 3rd Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

Jim Whitaker 
4020 5th Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 

R. Mark Wilson 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
100 N. Park, Suite 320 
Helena, MT  59601 

Rep. William Wilson 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT  59620 

Bill Wiseman 
3310 Centennial Cr. 
Great Falls, MT  59404 

 
R.E. Wynia 
203 20th St. S. 



Great Falls, MT  59405 
Ronald Yates 
3817 8th Avenue S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
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Appendix I 

Public Scoping Meeting Agenda 



Agenda 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  

Public Scoping Meeting 
for 

Southern Montana Electric Generation and Transmission Cooperative, Inc. 
Highwood Generating Station Unit #1 

Environmental Impact Statement 
April 18, 2005 7:00 pm 

Great Falls Civic Center, Missouri Room 
 
 

1.  Open Meeting/Introductions (5 minutes)       DEQ 
 
2.  Presentation on Highwood Generating Station (25 minutes)    SME 
 
3.  Overview of MEPA and Permitting Process (15-20 minutes)    DEQ 
 
4.  Information on the Applicable Permits and Opportunity for the Public to Ask Questions  

(until 9:00 p.m.)  
 
Separate Stations to address questions and provide information: 
� Air Quality Permitting Program       DEQ 
� Water Quality Permitting Program       DEQ 
� Solid Waste Management Program       DEQ 
� Public Water Supply and Waste Water Program     DEQ 
� Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA)/EIS process    DEQ 
� Water Rights          DNRC 
� SME Displays and Exhibits (i.e., power plant diagram, transmission maps, etc.) SME 

 
Comment Sheets are available to provide opportunity for written submission of questions and 
comments either at the public scoping meeting or by mail before May 6, 2005. 
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Attendees List 



Southern Montana Electric Generation 
and Transmission Cooperative, Inc. 

 
Highwood Generating Station Unit #1 

Public Meeting Attendees 
April 18, 2005 

 
 
 

Debbie Ball-Giop 
1112 7th Street S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 
Wally Bell 
1425 8th Ave. S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
bellmeek@in-tch.com 
 
Charles Bocock 
51 Prospect Drive 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Bill Boland 
3401 4th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Randy Boysun 
1000 First Ave. S. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Helen Comer 
403 Park Garde Rd. 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
 
Don Cubbage 
506 9th Ave. SW 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
 
Andree Deligelisch 
3016 Central 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 



Joe Dirksen 
PO Box 77 
Winifred, MT 
 
Aart Dolman 
aart-dolman@bresnan.net 
 
David Dover 
HC 81, Box 61 
Buffalo, MT 
 
Lee Ebeling 
4700 Huckleberry Dr. 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
 
Bob Evans 
Fergus Fleet 
 
Alan Evans 
4380 US Hwy. 87 S. 
Roundup, MT  
 
Pat Farmer 
PO Box 6045 
Helena, MT  59604 
 
Richard and Joanne Fisher 
3015 Acacia Way 
Great Falls, MT  59404 
 
William FitzGerald 
wcfitz@rangeweb.net 
 
Mert and Vicki Freyholtz 
Box 211 
Gildford, MT  59525 
 
G. Gallagher 
Box 1234 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
Randy Gray 
randygray@gmail.com 
 



Randy Hanson 
520 6th Avenue 
Havre, MT  59501 
 
LisaLotte Hardman 
3726 4th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
lisa-hardman@bresnan.net 
 
Gary Helm 
Tongue River Electric 
 
Dave Kelsey 
1902 Molt Rapelje Road 
Molt, MT 
 
John Koslosky 
38 Treasure St. Dr. 
Great Falls, MT 
 
Craig La Casse 
727 33rd Ave. NE 
Great Falls 
 
Joe LaForest 
Coal Board 
Montana Dept. of Commerce 
 
Duane Mellinger 
1112 7th St. South 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 
Bill Neumiller 
PPL Montana 
PO Box 38 
Colstrip, MT  59323 
 
Joe Perrie 
Fergus Elec. Coop. 
 
John Prinkki 
Beartooth Electric 
Box 2020 
Roberts, MT  59070 
 
Jim Rafferty 
100 Central Avenue 



Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Ed Reinhardt 
6011 4th Avenue SW 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
 
Earl Salley 
1112 7th Street S. 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 
Denver Schlaeppi 
RUS 
PO Box 20792 
Billings, MT  59104 
 
G. Schmidt 
3721 7th Avenue N. 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Alan See 
Box 138 
Ashland, MT 
 
Rich Southwick 
173 Cottonwood 
Townsend, MT  59644 
 
Mike Stanley 
mike@ferguselectric.coop 
 
Scott Sweeney 
PO Box 127 
Lewistown, MT  59457 
 
Keila Szpaller 
312 N. 6th Street 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Ken Thornton 
31 Paradise Lane 
Great Falls, MT  59404  
 



Duane and Mary Urquhart 
2044 Widow Coulee Road 
Highwood, MT  59450 
 
Scott Urquhart 
3615 Central 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
 
Bob Walker 
PO Box 57 
Joliet, MT 
 
Gary Wiens 
gwiens@sofast.net 
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Public Comment Summary and Letters 



Category Comments
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commentors that replied to RUS Scoping)                         
Comment letters are in alphabetical order by the last name 
following this matrix.

Public Comments
Air Quality 1 1 1 Wilbur Wood
Air Quality 1 Diana Talcott
Air Quality 1 1 1 1 Dennis Tighe
Air Quality 1 Guy Schmidt
Air Quality 1 Craig Lacasse
Air Quality 1 1 Hilary Ransdell Lewin
Air Quality 1 1 1 1 Stuart Lewin
Air Quality 1 Stephen Mayernick
Air Quality 1 1 Ronald Mathsen
Air Quality 1 Richard Fisher
Air Quality 1 1 1 1 Joanne Fisher
Air Quality 1 1 1 Diane Stinger
Air Quality 1 1 1 Jude Smith
Air Quality 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Air Quality 1 1 Aart Dolman
Air Quality 1 1 1 1 Charles Bocock
Air Quality 1 1 1 Lisa Lotte Hardiman
Air Quality 1 1 Pat Helvey
Air Quality 1 1 1 Sue Dickenson
Air Quality 1 1 Ellen Pfister
Air Quality 1 1 1 1 Mindy Nielsen
Air Quality Totals 10 8 17 14 1 1
Alternate Fuel Concerns (Waste Products) 1 Stuart Lewin
Alternate Fuel Concerns (Waste Products) 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Alternate Fuel Concerns (Waste Products) Totals 2
Alternative Technology 1 Wilbur Wood
Alternative Technology 1 Diana Talcott
Alternative Technology 1 Joanne Fisher
Alternative Technology 1 Duncan Riley
Alternative Technology 1 Charles Bocock
Alternative Technology 1 Pat Helvey

Alternative Technology 1
Cheryl Reichert M.D. (Dr. Reichert also attached her letter to 
the RUS which can be found in the RUS Scoping Summary)

Alternative Technology 1 Joseph Femling

Sub- Category
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commentors that replied to RUS Scoping)                         
Comment letters are in alphabetical order by the last name 
following this matrix.

Sub- Category

Alternative Technology 1 Mindy Nielsen
Alternative Technology Total 9
Conseravation 1 Ellen Pfister
Due Process/Public Input 1 Hilary Ransdell Lewin
Due Process/Public Input 1 Stuart Lewin
Due Process/Public Input 1 Aart Dolman
Due Process/Public Input Total 3
Economic Viabilty 1 Stuart Lewin
Economic Viabilty 1 Stephen Mayernick
Economic Viabilty 1 Mindy Nielsen
Economic Viabilty Total 3
General Environment 1 Richard Fisher
General Environment 1 Joanne Fisher
General Environment 1 Jude Smith
General Environment 1 Ellen Pfister
General Environment 1 Joseph Femling
General Environment Total 5
General Support Comments 1 Guy Schmidt
General Support Comments 1 Gerhard Helm
General Support Comments 1 Bob and Ann Evans
General Support Comments 1 E. A. Johnson
General Support Comments 1 Alan See
General Support Comments 1 Alan Evans
General Support Comments 1 Jim Heberly
General Support Comments 1 Warren Bickford
General Support Comments 1 David Brown
General Support Comments 1 Dianne Jovick-Kuntz
General Support Comments 1 Bill Beecher
General Support Comments Totals 11
Health & Safety 1 Diana Talcott
Health & Safety 1 Dennis Tighe
Health & Safety 1 Stuart Lewin
Health & Safety 1 Stephen Mayernick
Health & Safety 1 Ronald Mathsen
Health & Safety 1 Richard Fisher
Health & Safety 1 Joanne Fisher
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commentors that replied to RUS Scoping)                         
Comment letters are in alphabetical order by the last name 
following this matrix.

Sub- Category

Health & Safety 1 Diane Stinger
Health & Safety 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Health & Safety 1 Aart Dolman
Health & Safety 1 Charles Bocock
Health & Safety 1 Pat Helvey
Health & Safety Total 12
Land Use 1 Stephen Mayernick
Land Use 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Land Use Total 2
Noise 1 Lisa Lotte Hardiman
Reclamation/Remediation 1 Stuart Lewin
Reclamation/Remediation 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Reclamation/Remediation Total 2
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Dennis Tighe
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Hilary Ransdell Lewin
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Ronald Mathsen
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Richard Fisher
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Joanne Fisher
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Aart Dolman
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Lisa Lotte Hardiman
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Sue Dickenson
Solid Waste Disposal 1 Mindy Nielsen
Solid Waste Disposal Total 10
Traffic 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Visual 1 Dennis Tighe 
Visual 1 Pat Helvey
Visual Total 2
Water 1 Wilbur Wood
Water 1 Dennis Tighe
Water 1 Hilary Ransdell Lewin
Water 1 1 Stuart Lewin
Water 1 Joanne Fisher
Water 1 Stephen Mayernick
Water 1 Diane Stinger
Water 1 Jude Smith
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commentors that replied to RUS Scoping)                         
Comment letters are in alphabetical order by the last name 
following this matrix.

Sub- Category

Water 1 Mert and Vicki Freyholtz
Water 1 Aart Dolman
Water 1 Charles Bocock
Water 1 Lisa Lotte Hardiman
Water 1 Cheryl Reichert M.D. 
Water 1 1 Mindy Nielsen
Water Total 10 6
Wildlife 1 Jude Smith
Wildlife 1 Pat Helvey
Wildlife Total 2
Public Advocacy Groups

Responded but did not comment (MEIC did 
comment during RUS Scoping - see letter 
attached to RUS Scoping Summary) 1 Montana Environmental Information Center
Agency Comments
Responded with copy of letter included in 
the RUS Scoping Summary 1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Traffic 1 Montana Department of Transportation
Right-of-way 1 Montana Department of Transportation
Water Rights Authorization 1 Lewiston Water Resources Office



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 6, 2005 
 
Kathleen Johnson, MEPA Project Coordinator 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59602-0901 
 
Re: Highwood Generating Station EIS 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson: 
 
I am writing in support of the proposed Highwood Generating Station near Great Falls 
and urge the Department of Environmental Quality to grant the necessary permits, after 
sound considerations of any environmental impact the facility may have. 
 
As a resident of Great Falls, I am pleased that the Highwood Station will use cleaner 
circulating fluidized bed coal technology. I enjoy Great Falls’ clean air and water, so the 
plant’s low emissions are a key reason for my support. It is my belief that any coal fired 
electric generation facilities should meet Best Available Control Technology (BACT) 
requirements for air emissions and recognize that this facility will employ advanced 
equipment to mitigate the impact on the region. 
 
As a City Commissioner, I believe the economic impact that development of the plant 
will have on Great Falls is impressive. Projections show that the plant will create 400-500 
construction jobs and 65-75 permanent operating and maintenance jobs. Moreover, 
bringing public power to Great Falls will create the long-awaited stable energy costs that 
Great Falls residents and businesses deserve. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Beecher 
 











































Newton, Carl 

From: jumpinjoho@netzero.com

Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2005 10:18 AM

To: Johnson, Kathy

Subject: Environmental Quality

Page 1 of 1Environmental Quality

6/7/2005

 
Please insist on the consideration of renewable energy whenever more electricity is needed. Relentless consumption of resources and burning 
of fossil fuels is sure to keep Montana relegated to third world status as it denegrates our our most valuable resource, our unspoiled natural 
surroundings. Thank You   Joseph C. Femling  345 Custer Ave. Billings MT 59101   406-254-7151 

 







































Newton, Carl 

From: diane@sofast.net

Sent: Friday, May 06, 2005 3:51 PM

To: Johnson, Kathy

Subject: From Diane 
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May 6, 2005  

Kathleen Johnson, MEPA Project Coordinator  
Montana D.E.Q.  
PO Box 200901  
Helena, Montana 59602  

Re: Highwood Generating Station Environmental Impact Statement  

To Whom It May Concern:  

The purpose of this letter is to express my support for the Highwood  
Station power plant near Great Falls. The development of a clean coal  
facility is a responsible and practical step in securing a reliable,  
affordable source of energy for folks in Great Falls and across Montana.  
Of our most valuable assets in Great Falls are our beautiful river and  
clean, fresh air. A main reason for my support of the plant is that it  
will use the latest technology to control SO2, NO, and CO2 emissions to  
minimize the potential impact on our community and environment.  

It seems to me that Southern Montana Electric G&T has been very diligent  
with environmental considerations, and I'm confident the Montana  
Department of Environmental Quality will verify this through the  
permitting process.  

The plant will also be a strong economic boost to the community and  
surrounding area. By some calculations, the plant should bring $75 million  
in construction wages and 65-75 permanent jobs to Great Falls.  

The Highwood Generating Station is an important step in bringing public  
power to Great Falls and I am pleased that it will be done in an  



environmentally sound manner.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Dianne Jovick-Kuntz  
Great Falls City Commissioner  
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Newton, Carl 

From: Mindy [nielsenm@imt.net]

Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2005 11:20 AM

To: Johnson, Kathy

Subject: Fw: [aeroenergytf] Major Bank Banks on Renewables

Page 1 of 1Fw: [aeroenergytf] Major Bank Banks on Renewables

6/7/2005

Kathleen,  
Much more viable to start making change to efficiency and renewables.  
Mindy Nielsen  

----- Original Message -----  
From: james barngrover  
To: AERO Energy Task Force  
Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2005 10:09 AM  
Subject: [aeroenergytf] Major Bank Banks on Renewables  

 
         

HSBC Bank Ups Renewable Energy Commitment to 30%  
Source: GreenBiz.com  

WILMINGTON, Del., April 25, 2005 - HSBC Bank USA has pledged to meet 30% of its needs for electricity through wind power. The bank 
will offset nearly a third of its carbon emissions by purchasing 45,454 MWh of wind energy certificates -- one of the largest retail renewable 
energy purchases made in North America.  

Last December HSBC became the world's first major bank to commit to carbon neutrality.  

Electricity production is the leading cause of greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global climate change. The bank's new annual 
commitment which will offset 30% of its emissions and will prevent the release of over 36,000,000 pounds of carbon dioxide (CO2), a 
leading global warming gas.  

"We want to be the first bank in the world to have zero greenhouse gas emissions," said HSBC Bank USA president and CEO Martin Glynn. 
"A cornerstone of this effort is powering our branches and offices with 30% clean, natural wind power."  

HSBC has purchased Green-e certified tradable renewable energy certificates (RECs) from new wind projects in California and Minnesota. 
RECs represent the environmental benefits of clean energy production that serve to take the place of other non-renewable sources from the 
regional or national electric grid. HSBC's investment will contribute to further the development of new wind energy generation necessary for 
a clean energy future.  

"This sizeable purchase puts HSBC into the ranks of America's leaders in green power purchasing," said Kurt Johnson, Director of the U.S. 
EPA Green Power Partnership. "HSBC is setting a high standard for the financial sector and the broader business community." The Bank has 
joined the Green Power Partnership, an EPA voluntary program working to standardize green power procurement as part of best practice in 
corporate environmental management.  

Globally, HSBC was named as one of the top fifty companies in the Climate Leadership Index at the launch of the Carbon Disclosure 
Project's (CDP) second report on climate change and shareholder value 

 



Newton, Carl 

From: Mindy [nielsenm@imt.net]

Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2005 11:03 AM

To: Johnson, Kathy

Subject: Re: Highwood Generating Station EIS

Page 1 of 1Re: Highwood Generating Station EIS

6/7/2005

Kathleen Johnson,  
Hello! Quickly, regarding the Highwood Generating Station EIS:  

Mainly I want to see energy efficiency implemented and more renewable energy such as windmills in Judith Gap. There is no trade off a little 
renewable and look the other way on more coal thermal generating plants or more dams for electricity! The later are thoroughly pollutive and 
waste of time and energy for Montanans to pursue.   

My other concerns:  

Air quality:  particulate and gaseous emissions far from innocuous.  Cumulative impacts:  carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrous oxides, and 
mercury.  

Economic viability of project:  We already have five dams on the river.   
Establishing environmental standards:  the EIS should clearly identify those areas where there are no environmental standards to be applied 
and therefore need to be determined.  

Is it true that mercury emission standards do not presently exist in MT?  
global warming: one more coal plant instead of energy efficiency and renewable energy?  
mercury (in the water, land and air): mercury has a tremendous effect on people too, and in CA, NJ, TX, and MA in areas of coal generating 
plants there were high numbers of autism in children. And last years study stating mercury in all of Montanans streams and lakes. 

Solid Waste disposal:  coal ash is toxic and nothing can grow where it is dumped.  

water rights:   ( The city of Great Falls is proposing using some its Missouri River water rights for the use of this power plant. Generation of 
electricity through a coal-fired plant uses more water per kilowatt produced than any other generating method except perhaps nuclear.  Water 
flow is important as drought and water quality diminishes in this area.) 

Water quality:  How will this affect the water quality?  

No more coal plants please.  Thank you.  
Mindy Nielsen  
1228 AVE F  
BILLINGS MT59102-3246  

   

 
   

 



Attn:  Kathy Johnson 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
P. O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
May 5, 2005 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson: 
 
The Billings Outpost published a notice that you were accepting public comments on the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Highwood Generation Station coal-fired electrical 
generation facility near Great Falls, MT.   Southern Montana Electric G & T Cooperative plans to build and 
operate the plant.  I am assuming that these comments are in the nature of scoping comments to determine 
the breadth of concerns that may be addressed in the environmental impact statement. 
 
I am a customer of both Yellowstone Valley Electric Cooperative and Fergus Electric Cooperative.  I have 
an interest in keeping my costs down for electricity, as well as ensuring a consistent supply for that 
electricity which I must use. 
 
I have seen a distinct difference in operation between Yellowstone Valley and Fergus over the years.  
Yellowstone Valley has had a number of programs to encourage energy conservation, including super-
insulated off-peak water heater programs and ground source heat pump programs.  Other than steadily 
increasing costs, I have seen no conservation programs from Fergus.   I do not know if the other coops 
involved in Southern Montana Electric G & T have had any conservation programs or not.  From what I 
hear the cheapest electricity is the electricity conserved.  I hate to see coal mined and burned without any 
conservation done before hand.  There are many side effects from mining and burning coal, and I think 
coal-fired plants should be kept to a minimum. . 
 
One of the areas that should be addressed in the EIS is what kinds of effective conservation programs the 
local coops could encourage their members to do.  The Coops put out a monthly magazine on a statewide 
basis with inserts for the locals.  YVEC has run conservation notices; Fergus never has.  However, those 
notices and programs should be in every month. 
 
We have a proposed coal plant permitted about 5 miles northwest of us.  There is talk of another proposed 
plant at Broadview 25 miles to the west.  Both of those would be coal-fired.  The cumulative air effects of 
all the proposed plants in Montana should be considered in the EIS.  There is current research from 
Colorado State University’s Agricultural Research Service (plant physiologist Jack A. Morgan, researcher) 
which indicates that increased Carbon Dioxide emissions decreased the fertility and forage quality of grass 
species in Eastern Colorado.  Some of those same species are important in Montana, and some of the less 
desirable ones that come in are some of the same increasers in Montana.   
 
There has been a mind set to ignore the effects of pollution on native grass when considering the affects of 
pollution areas surrounding these plants.  The rate of return on capital on a grass ranch these days is one per 
cent according to high priced real estate appraisers.  A reduction in the production of grass in areas in the 
path of pollution is a serious matter both for the ranch affected, and ultimately for the state, as pollution 
spreads from numerous proposed plants.  The reduction in forage could be the final economic push to 
negative financial balance. 
 
Until the coops involved in this project have done a great deal more towards improved conservation 
programs with their members, I cannot favor this.  I may not be able to afford the increased power costs 
resulting from this proposed generation plant. 
 
Submittted by: 
Ellen Pfister 
P. O. Box 330  
Shepherd, MT   406-947-5931 































NEW COAL-FIRED POWER PLANT 
Comment Summary for Public Scoping  
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