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Brooks contributed from
May 12, 1923 — April 23,
1927.

Later compiled into a book
Why the Weather, 1924,




1874 - 1936

First person “in charge” of the
Weather Bureau Library.

Contributed to Why the Weather
from April 25, 1927 to Dec. 24,
1935.

“....By Charles Fitzhugh Talman
Authority on Meteorology”




e Successor to Charles Fitzhugh Talman.

o Contributed from January 1, 1938 to April 5, 1941.

e Retired from Weather Bureau April 30, 1942

e “...By Major A. H. Thiessen”

Completed the Weather Glossary (1946) which he




NOAA Central Library’s Collection are
copies of the typed transcripts from May
1923 through April 1941.

- 16 bound volumes of single-paged daily [
explanations. S

 Each page has been imaged into a pdf
file at 300 dpi, b &w.

» http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/whythewe
ather/1923/19230521.pdf

Permission granted by Science Service.
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GOVEANMENT 'S WEA pilil

Machington is a city of libraries. Bocldes the huge Library of Dongrees,
thare are specisl libearies, many of large site, dovoled to varieus branchea af
Enowlsdzs. Booke on setscrolesy and climatolegy, pathered from svery part of the
¥orld, sro arseobled in the library of the Weathar Puress, which contains about
45,000 volumee. It Lo the larrest library of its Bind in existesce.

4 conslderable part of this literature ip not duplicated axywhere else In the
Unitad §tates. For sxample, the Library has complete beund files of the daily
Weather maps published in all countries. Soma of these files run beck sixty or
BEVenty yearse. Thare L8 & vast collaction of works conteining the detoiled recards
of weother and clisate for all peris of the globe. Seme of these ars the publli-
Sations of foreign moteorclopical services and sems come from o variety ef other
§ources. & bewlldering essortmeat of languages i represenisd.

of cowrse the library includes all the treatiees on metecrelogy and it verious
branches that have appearsd anyhere in the world, o far as the bureeu has besn
dble tg gecurs ceples of them. The oldest book 1p tha collection is & blask-lotter
*dition of a Latin work on meisorology by slbertus Mogmus, published in 1404,

About one-third of the collsctiom conelste of tha boupd files of selentific
Journple develed to metsorology cndkindred subjectle.

(K11 rights reserved by Sclence Service, Inc.)
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Why the Weather?

Publication History

Chatles Franklin Brocles, the founder and Secretary of the American Meteorological Society,
composed daly public service announcements for the Science Service beginmng i May 1923
These daily meterological miscellany were also authored by Charles Fitzghugh Talman (1927-19325)
and Alfred H. Thiessen {1938-1241). The essays were designed to present metecrology to the
general public, by radic and newspapers, using clear and simple explanations of weather facts,
phencmena and proverbs. "Beware of weather proverbs" wrote Brooks on May 28, 1923, "or
better still, pick the true ones and throw aside those which have not been prowed. " such as,
"Thunder does not sour milk!"

Scope of coverage

The NOAL Central Library maintains a set of these mimeographed sheets begimmng with Mo, 1,
Mlay 1923, and contmuing through April 1941

How to locate daily essays on Wiy the Weather?
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&hbe, Cleveland -- Fog Drip, C. Fitzhugh Talman, Movember 21, 1927

Abbe, Cleveland -- Heavy &ir, . Fitzhugh Talman, &pril 18, 1929

Abbe, Cleveland -- 0ld Probabilities, C. Fitzhugh Talman, May 2, 1927

Ahbot, C, G, -- South African Observatory, Charles F. Brooks, February 21, 1927

Abercromby, Ralph -- Weather Odyssey, C. Fitzhugh Talman, December 8, 1927

Acclimatization, Charles F., Brooks, May 30, 1925

Acclimatization In The \Wet Tropics, Charles F. Brooks, &August 12, 1926

Action Aloft, Charles F, Brooks, March 15, 1927
Action Centers of Word Weather, C. Fitzhugh Talman, September 26, 1927

Addison And the Great Storm (1704, C. Fitzhugh Talman, Movember 29, 1929

Advertising -- Weather &nd Advertising, C. Fitzhugh Talman, October 3, 1927

Advertising - Weather Forecasts And Advertising, C. Fitzhugh Talman, December 4, 1929

Aerology, ©. Fitzhugh Talman, November 30, 1927
Aerology, ©. Fitzhugh Talman, August 5, 1927

Aeronautical Meteorology, C. Fitzhugh Talman, December 9, 1929

Aeronautical Weather Services, C, Fitzhugh Talman, June 18, 1927

Afterglow, Charles F, Brooks, June 27, 1924
Air, Charles F, Brooks, January 15, 1926
A - About Air, ©, Fitzhugh Talman, June 8, 1927

Alr - Alr As & Great Heat Engine, Charles F, Brooks, April 15, 1924




Beware of weather proverbs or better still,
pick the true ones and throw aside those
which have not been proved...

Charles F. Brooks — May 28, 1923




 Ancient Romans selected the
date to burn candles to the
Goddess Februa...
“If Candelmas be fair and clear
There’ll be twa winters in the year”

 Evolved into the legend of the
groundhog.

* “Any one particular day cannot
Indicate the weather of the
weeks to follow..”—

— Charles F. Brooks, no. 226,




The Weather Bureau
Investigated...

Mr. F.W. Saward
analyzed 9 years of data
from Feb. 2 to March 15.

“*So Mr. Groundhog is
denounced as a false
prophet as well as a pest
... 211/1926.

Yearly contributions with




“When the sun Is In his
house, 1t will rain soon.”

Another Ancient Saying...

“The bigger the ring,
The nearer the wet.”



The Apache Indians created dust-spouts by burning
spines of cactus. Used as signals, enough heat
was obtained to start the whirling updraught.

...Charles F. Brooks,

P



« Well-founded American
Indian proverb:

“When the locks turn damp in
the scalp house, surely it will
rain.”

e “Hygrometer uses human
hair to detect the presence
or absence of moisture.”




“St. Swithin’s Day, if thou dost rain,
For forty days it will remain.”




40 days of rain
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St. Medard —June 8 St. Gervais & St. Protais —June 19
Charles Fitzhugh Talman — July 20, 1927



& Zelonn Gepvice Featurs
T FHT THE REATHER ¢

By Dr. Jharles F. Drooks,
of Clark Tndversity.

BT, ELMO'S FIEE

Under storsy corditioos, & mmall clgetrical trush dipsharge sonetizes takes
pleze from poiots commected with the sarth Soko the air, wee sssiver's 5t, Feo's
firs. Wot belng woey brilliant, 1t in ooet commnly obeerwed of night, skez tha
oppesrance of lominoos spots and jets of flmm o0 east heads aod rigglng glvid &
meird and spectral effoot, On high moontoine such dieckargos are particulesrly
21l &iwloped, eopeciablly in soevstorms. Sometizes the higeizg esezd of the dip=
tharge emy % heord, sven when the "fire" ie i=visible. On the sgavtain top, the
heed of an obeerver or o otiok hold oleft moy becom husineos, pleping boe part
of e usual ehlp's st As the poourd of mlestricity fmclved ie oy azkll
peThaps <o LEpere por ageart ooter of surfeco, thars is zo danper Lo exparicnes
ing ta drended St, Elm's fire, though o discharge taking place from the bedy
casadd g mlight tisgling sessation.

o extrome imstoooes of sooh discharges &re occasionally roported froo the
Grent Floies, Buricg soee duet atorme the discharges Tros povies' ears sod
Tiders' hesds becom frerpson.  Oowbors on such o2casl ons heve swes thrges thalr
Fevolwers 1o the ground to aveld poeeible dlschorge.

{Tomerromi Mountaln Sickmewe)

All righte resarwel by Selence Servles

Bciance Sorvies,
B oazd 21lub Sbe.,
Washington, T.8.




When the crescent tips
downward, it is a “wet” moon.

If the crescent points upward, it is
a “dry” moon.

False proverb — if the believers
would take the opportunity to scan
the weather records...

Charles F. Brooks, no. 30, June 15, 1923

Two known versions that
contradict each other.

No such uniformity of weather.




“The moon and the weather
May change together,
But a change in the moon,
Does not change the weather.”

“The doggerel is absolutely true.”
--- Charles F. Brooks
no. 112, Sept. 19, 1923




* Hot, moist weather favors
bacterial growth and the spoiling of
food by evening.

e Late afternoon or evening
thunderstorms

* Process of souring has been
going on all day.

« Wrong conclusion.
Charles F. Brooks, no. 47, July 5, 1923

*Belief old and widespread Where Sour Milk Comes From
*Subject of considerable scientific

Investigation by A. Trillat




It doesn’t really, but ...




It doesn’t really, but ...
sometimes it does rain

fishes and frogs...




Earthworms
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“We have no observations that show just when
and where such things were caught up in a storm...”

“It Is our conviction that the great majority of such
reports have no basis of fact...”

If we accept as true any of the reports....these
things were caught up somewhere from the surface
of the earth...by a violent storm...”

Showers of Living Creatures




Same Place

« “The Eiffel Tower, a steel
structure 1,000 feet high, has
been stuck often, indeed even
six times in a single heavy
storm.”

« Old adage is “not true”
Charles F. Brooks, August 18, 1925

e Special wrath of heaven
according to the Romans

e Never strikes the laurel, the seal,
the eagle.

e Sealskin was worn as a
protection against lightning.




For release By iajor A.H. Thiessen
April 1, 1940 Science Service Meteorologiat

April showers! This phrase has long implied that April
ig a wet month, snd the ldea was crystallized in the saying:
"April showers bring May flowere." And Chaucer in his Center—
bury Tales opens with: "When that Aprille with his shoures..."
April generally has good showers both in the United States and
in Canada; but the rainfall in May is gemerally greater except
in the plateau region and on the Paciflc coast, 4s for
" ghowers," meaning short, sharp dowmfalls of rain, they cccur
oftener in summer months than in April which often has rains
of the winter type.

Other Curious Weather Sayings — 3/27/29

A load of hay passing means fair weather — Massachusetts
Talking of horses is a sign of rain — Labrador




Forbids the slaughter of
livestock.

Population goes without
meat for three days.

Processions are formed
and a holiday declared to
Invoke the heavens.

Sacred iron tablet that
brings rain from Hantan,
Chili Province, is brought

-- Charles F. Talman




Considering that the Supreme Creator
has not responded to their prayers ...

*No one will go to mass or say prayers.
*Churches and chapels shall be burned.

*All priests, friars, and nuns shall be
beheaded.

Four days after these resolutions,
the heaviest rainfall drenched the

community. Charles F. Talman




(Sept. 19, 1929)
-- stop a waterspout (Sept.16, 1929)

The Dakota Indians fought thunder by whopping,




Why Stars Twinkle — no. 65, July 26, 1923

Waterspouts are Simply Tornadoes Over Water — 118,
Sept. 26, 1923

How to Use a Weather Map — no. 222, Jan. 28, 1924
How Icicles Form — no. 239, Feb. 16, 1924

How Snowflakes Fall — March 6, 1926

What Makes Highs and Lows — March 10, 1926
What Makes a Wind? — May 8, 1926

What is the Temperature? — Oct. 13, 1926
What is Climate? — June 20, 1928




fi Sqiasca Ssrvjos Featore
T GHY THE WEaTER T

Ev. Chmrlam F. Ercaks,
af Qlark Unlweraity,

iellse

WHY T=E SHY IE BLOK

The bl color of the ghy bag tees ascribed to the acdual color of toa
wr; or to ihe aelsctlee septféring of the shorter Feya of the gpectrus by @2
trecly sinote dust partbeles or khe oolecales of tho geses that soszamd Lhe i
=nphecd .  Ap proofe of this esplsoatlon are elted the chosge from s bluish dus
mad darck, thoogh blus, sk obetrved from greal hoights, oo peilovish mo and
Belght bhoe wiey sees from lom elewstione. Thia Lo beceuse in pasaizg Ehrsugh
the mtmogphere. the leagd? wave léagiha, yollew end ped, gre lepet ddataobed
and trawl steaigbtoel. Thi sbort rawi-lidgin, Tlud aol vlalat Tage. horarer,
are saplly icterfernd with szd tgrzed pside bty mioete pasticles, The soré alf
the un's Fakd pantlrsbé, se widn the sos is low, the smaller the preportico of
blun 1ight left and, is coasequeace, the yellomer or cedder the fos EpEare-
Tre wley, homivar, doam sob pecsspsrily look sny Tloer with o low sen and i may
lopk greeaish vhite, lor the coneldergble sefloctlon of gresne sod yolloes and
alpy af teiel pondlght by the larger porticles in the atoombers letFoluods Ao
mich gxtra llght that aven the greater sroozt of memttoned blos may fomn a

wemillier proportion of ktka tokal 1ight from the sky.

{TeseTTow: “Lows® Cooler Than "Highe® iz Eosmer)
1L rightp repereed by Scidnce Service
Jularce Sarvice;

B and 2ot Bhe..
Reshiaghsa, B,




Observations are taken every morning
and evening at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. at 300
stations.

Telegraphed in code to Washington —
temperature, barometer reading, fair or
cloudy, wind velocity and direction,
precipitation.

One man reads the messages aloud
decoding as he goes.

Staff listen for their part of the message; weid o Vs

writing the figures on a great map.

With the last message, the tables are
set up and almost ready to print.

1/24/29 — “at least 4 observations and
reports a day is likely to become
standard practice. C. F Talman




“With radio warnings now available, hurricanes are less of a
menace to shipping ...” August 8, 1925

For future Atlantic flights, “weather maps will probably be received on
board the plane at intervals of a few hours by a telephotographic
process...” July 12, 1927

References to the Titanic....only 14 years ago... April 14, 1925
“New” polar front theory by V. Bjerknes...July 5, 1928
Inaugural weather for March

A Forecast Factory - Weather Prediction by Numerical Process by
Lewis Fry Richardson, Cambridge Univ. Press, 1922 — Jan. 28,

1926

Teaching of Meteorology — “has never occupied the place it deserves
In the curricula of American universities” — Sept. 9, 1927

“..new art of air-conditioning....Feb. 8, 1929




For releass . By MaJor L H, Thissaen
Ter, 13, 1920 Bolenca Servics Hateorologisb

Yoaather mervice of the future! If the predlctioms of
#1l yeathermah yegarding thls questich mars fulfllled, we
voudd have 1o 26 or 0 years & wsather osrvles aa siant ag
the presest flme asrvice. Instruments will have bees invept-
2d to indigate the weather of all pmrte of tne stmosphere
gwar aea and land sod the dats trapemitted Ab ome o a1l
forecaeting apancisa, Foreceets suld then be made avallsvle
to 81} activittes for e day, meelk, month or yeer lo advangs
through prean, mils and beleppons, Ode mey fn that foture
tine teke up hls telephene, touch the propet tubton, and

the required forocest will lmmediately be recited Ty rougt
informetion qlerks,







"“Watch the Weather”

It Is a free show, and will last a life time.
Dr. Charles F. Brooks
December 11, 1925



Science Service — for permissions

NOAA Climate Database Modernization Program

NODC - programming and scanning assistance

Library staff for developing the web site, loading and QC
of the files
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