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Note:  This technical documentation was issued at same time as the
corresponding data file and does not necessarily reflect changes to the
data file that may have been made later. The documentation is provided in 
“As Is” condition, and may contain omissions of pages or attachments. User 
Notes may or may not be included with the documentation.

We offer this as a service to our customers who have purchased the 
corresponding data file, but we do not in general offer technical support for 
past data files. Note that although the documentation may refer to data on tape, 
the U.S. Census Bureau no longer releases data on magnetic tape; customers 
purchasing data files previously released on tape would receive the files on 
CD-ROM. For information about this and other technical documentation, 
please contact the Customer Services Center at 301-763-INFO (4636). 

Additionally, Census Bureau organization, telephone numbers, and
staff cited in this technical documentation are not current. For updated
information, see our Telephone Contacts site at 
<http://www.census.gov/contacts/www/contacts.html> or Staff Search
at <http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/main/email.cgi>.

To find information about Census Bureau products and programs, be sure to try
our online “Question and Answer Center” where you can search our FAQs and
submit a question if you can’t find an answer. Look for the “Search FAQs” link
at <http://ask.census.gov> on the Census Bureau home page.

This Technical Documentation was scanned in February 2006.



Background Note for Users
The Current Population Survey (CPS) is a monthly household survey conducted by
the U.S. Census Bureau for the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, part of the
Department of Labor. Each month the survey collects data on employment status,
days spent looking for work, hours working, reasons not looking for work, earnings,
occupation, industry, and the like. These data are the main reason we conduct the
survey. Every CPS file has these "basic" monthly data.

In many months, however, the Census Bureau adds "supplements" to the survey
dealing with a variety of topics – fertility, food security, income, health insurance,
voting and registration, and many others. These supplements often become the
source of Census Bureau files and reports.

In the title of the file cited on the previous page, we cite the supplement topic in
parentheses. Users should keep in mind that the basic employment and labor force
data are always included in a CPS file, along with the supplemental data.

The CPS files contain microdata. Microdata are household, family, and person
records showing how people responded to the questions asked in the survey. The
March (ASEC) files are hierarchal in nature and contain all three record types.  All
other CPS files are rectangular and contain all data in a person-based record. 

Names, addresses, and other confidential information have been removed from these
records; other precautions also have been taken to preserve the confidentiality of the
records. By law the Census Bureau cannot disclose information that would lead to
the identification of a respondent. The microdata form allows users to sort the
records according to their own criteria and create the tabulations they need.

For more information on the CPS, go to the CPS web site:
<http://www.bls.census.gov/cps/cpsmain.htm>.
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