Puget Sound Recovery Implementation Technical Team (RITT)

Agenda and Minutes from Meeting (in italics)
Minutes written by Norma Sands and accepted as submitted at April 25, 2008 mtg.
First Meeting March 17, 2008,  NOAA Sand Point Bldg 2, Directors Conference Room  10am – 3pm

Attendance:  
RITT members:  Eric Beamer, Ken Currens, Bob Fuerstenberg, Bill Graeber, Kirk Lakey, Kit Rawson, Phil Roni, Mary Ruckelshaus, Norma Sands; 
Domain Team Members: Elizabeth Babcock, Susan Bishop, Matt Longenbaugh, Tom Shapley, Tim Tynan; 
Others:  Rob Walton, Mike Ford, Jeff Hard, Joe Ryan, Rebecca Ponzio, Alan Chapman, Paul Hage.

10 AM:  Welcome and Introductions
Background & Purpose

    
RITT & RIST – Mike Ford
Mike Ford chairs the Recovery Implementation Science Team which is a science team that covers salmon recovery implementation issues for the Pacific Northwest. In a way, it is like a parent committee to the RITT, although the two teams will act fairly independently.  However, we want to keep each other abreast of what each is doing and RITT should elevate issues of general region-wide consideration to the RIST.  The RITT covers Puget Sound and Ozette.  Other RITTs may be formulated by the RIST as the need arises.  
  
Region (Delisting Framework) –Rob Walton
Implementation and eventual delisting is a federal mandate for the Northwest Regional Office (NWR).  Monitoring is an important part of implementation and a NMFS adaptive management and monitoring guidance document may be found at http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Salmon-Recovery-PLanning/ESA-Recovery-Plans/Other-Documents.cfm.  Five year status reviews are required; VSP principles and TRT recommendations will be incorporated.  Delisting criteria in general follow viability criteria as developed by the TRTs, although some additional work is needed to interpret some of the viability measures.  
Job of RITT  - to continue and expand technical review and advise on implementation issues as started by the Puget Sound TRT.  
                - ESUs to address

  Puget Sound Chinook 

  Hood Canal Summer Chum

  Ozette Sockeye (Not part of PSP)

  Puget Sound Steelhead (implementation issues)

RITT meetings are open to the public; agendas and notes from the meetings will be posted on the Salmon Recovery web site at http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/trt/index.cfm.  
Coordination between teams

    Who are the players:  

RITT – Norma Jean Sands, chair
RIST – Mike Ford, chair
 
PSSTRT – Jeff Hard, chair
NOAA & Domain Team – Elizabeth Babcock – Puget Sound Coordinator and Rosemary Furfey – Ozette Coordinator.  
Susan Bishop (harvest), Tim Tynan (hatcheries), Matt Longenbaugh and Tom Sibley (habitat), and Keith Kirkendall (hydro).  The domain team works on consultations dealing with actions affecting ESA listed species.  They will be in regular attendance at RITT meetings so we will have continual communication and interaction on issues of joint concern and technical input required for their work.  
PSP (Puget Sound Partnership)– Joe Ryan (Salmon Recovery Program Manager) plus Rebecca Ponzio (northern watersheds) and Jason Mulvihill (southern watersheds) as watershed coordinators.  The RITT will interact closely with the PSP through Joe Ryan and the watershed coordinators.
Mary Ruckelshaus   will be working half time on ecosystem management for the PSP working under David Dicks).
The RITT was officially created by NOAA;  the NWFSC officially appointed the members.  We will work closely with the Regional Office, PSP, Puget Sound Watershed recovery groups, and the Ozette Steering Committee.  Our ultimate goal is to help the recovery of listed salmon in the Puget Sound and Ozette domains.  Our mission is to provide science needs and review for recovery implementation in these domains.  
1. 11 AM:  Role Tasks/Assignments of RITT

a. Liaison with Watersheds to continue the work on this started by the PS TRT.  New assignments under the RITT are as follows:
b. Straits 
Bill Graeber (Phil Roni)

c. Hood Canal 
Ken Currens

d. Nooksack
Ken Currens

e. San Juan
Mary Ruckelshaus

f. Skagit
Phil Roni & Eric Beamer

g. Island
Eric Beamer

h. Stillaguamish
Kit Rawson

i. Snohomish
Kit Rawson

j. Lake Wash.
Kirk Lakey

k. Green
Bob Fuerstenberg
l. Kitsap
Bob Fuerstenberg

m. Puyallup/White  
Kirk Lakey

n. Nisqually
Ken Currens

o. So Puget Sound  
Norma Sands

p. Nearshore
Bill Graeber

q. Ozette
Norma Sands 

Technical help for the watersheds includes review of 3-year project plans, help with H-integration and adaptive management, advice on filling gaps and prioritizing or sequencing of recovery actions and on plan updates/revisions.

We would like to identify RITT members with different expertise in the H’s for benefit of reviews and watershed questions (e.g., Kit Rawson – Harvest). 
r. Skokomish Chinook recovery plan

s. Missing Chapter to Puget Sound Chinook Recovery Plan has just been submitted to NOAA – now needs review by RITT, using the same procedure as for other watershed chapters.  Elizabeth/Norma will send this plan to RITT members this week.  
t. Ken Currens will send out questions we used for our previous reviews of watershed chapters.  
u. RITT members to read plan and be ready to discuss/review at our April meeting. 

v. RO will set up meeting between RO/RITT/PSP and comanagers to go over review of chapter.  

2. Plan Amendments (e.g. Green/Duwamish).

Whether plan amendments need RITT review and/or public review depends on the significant changes proposed by the amendment.  Rob Walton identified three levels of changes, from minor (no action), to mid-level desiring some technical review, to major requiring publication in federal register and public review.  The Regional Office (NMFS) makes the decision on this.  Currently some of the watersheds are working on H-integration text which was identified as gaps in the original recovery chapters.  
a. Reviewing 3-year project plans and help with prioritizing – this year will use same format and procedure as last year.  Next year PSP will revise procedure.  
b. Prioritizing meetings/group think (e.g., Skagit) – April 14th watershed meeting with Phil Roni and Eric Beamer.
3. Schedule:  project plans to SPS by April 18th, to RITT by April 23rd, week of May 12 have joint policy and technical meetings sharing reviews, finalize by May 22.
a. Adaptive Management
b. RITT will work with PSP on this.  
4. Status of adaptive management document/process – will get report on this for next meeting.  Ken Currens and Mary Ruckelshaus were active with the task force working on developing this report (MAMA report) and will report on this at our next RITT meeting.
5. How to interpret recovery ranges and determine delisting and recovery – future task – however at this meeting we edited a paragraph dealing with this in the Ozette Recovery Plan to include all four VSP factors in determining delisting.  
12 noon:  Lunch

1 PM:  Continue Role and develop work schedule and assignments

Schedule meetings for rest of year – will use Doodle for April, but will work on getting a fixed day per month.  Next meeting in Seattle.  
1. 2 PM:  Unfinished TRT business (last agenda item for each meeting) 
2. Ozette Viability and Recovery Plan Review – need to be ready to post the end of March (review draft for public).  Kit Rawson will get out revised draft out, with comments from TRT members incorporated to Norma Sands within a week, Norma will then get it ready for posting on the Salmon Recovery Web site along with the Ozette Population Identification report.  
a. Reports to publish (to be working on)
b. Summer chum

c. Chinook viability
