Tempe City Council

Activities &
OPPORTUNITIES

July Events

The ASU Hispanic Research
Center presents Arizona's
Mexican American artists at
the City Hall Gallery, 31 E. First
St. (first floor),

through Sept. 23.

Local artists

a.p.b., Charles

Harker, Karen

Stucke and Lynn

Cravath Avril dis-

play a variety of

original artwork

in the front win-

dows of the U.S. Post Office at
500 S. Mill Ave., through July 8.

Featuring beaded artwork of
the Kuba and Yoruba tribes of
Africa. On display in the Tempe
Public Library, lower level gallery
through June 19.

1 Triumph of Our Communities
The ASU Hispanic Research Cen-
ter presents Arizona's Mexican
American artists at the City Hall
Gallery, 31 E. First St. (first floor),
through Sept. 23.

1 Post Office Exhibition
Work by local artists Max

Exhibition featuring poetry by

writers involved with the Tempe

Poetry in April series at the

Tempe Public Library Program
Room Lobby, 3500 S.
Rural Road, through
June 30.

Student work on display
through July 24 at the
Tempe Public Library,
Lower Level Gallery,
3500 S. Rural Road.
Public reception at 7:30
p.m.on June 30.

First session presentation of "The
Trial of Goldilocks" at 6:30 p.m.
at the Edna Vihel Center for the
Arts, 3340 S. Rural Road. Public
reception follows at 7:30 p.m. at
the Tempe Public Library, Lower
Level Gallery, 3500 S. Rural Road.

1 Triumph of Our Communities
The ASU Hispanic Research
Center presents Arizona's
Mexican American artists at the
City Hall Gallery, 31 E. First St.
(first floor), through Sept. 23.

1-8 Post Office
Exhibition
Local artists
a.p.b., Charles
Harker, Karen
Stucke and Lynn
Cravath Avril
display a vari-
ety of original
artwork in the
front windows
of the U.S. Post
Office at 500 S.
Mill Ave., through July 8.

1-24 Young Artists Studio |
Program | exhibition continues
at the Tempe Public Library
Lower Level Gallery, 3500 S.
Rural Road.

August Events

Lehman, Sherrie Medina and
Kyllan Maney will be on display in
the front windows of the United
States Post Office at 500 S. Mill
Ave. (5th Street & Mill Avenue),
through Oct. 8.

1-19 Young Artists Studio Il
Second session student artwork
will be on display at the Tempe
Public Library, lower level gal-
lery, 3500 S. Rural Road.

23 Mothers exhibition (tentative)
Art by mothers and about

mothers is scheduled to be on
display in the Tempe Public
Library, Lower Level Library
Gallery, 3500 S. Rural Road,
through Nov. 27.

26 Tempe Symphony Orchestra
Auditions

Musicians are invited to audition
for the 2005-2006 Tempe Sym-
phony Orchestra season at 7:30
p.m. in Gammage Auditorium
(Room 311), 1200 S. Forest Ave.
The orchestra is presented by
WAL*MART.

City of Tempe Municipal Art Commission

8 Post Office Exhibition

Local artists Max Lehman,

Sherrie Medina and Kyllan

Maney display original artwork

in the front windows of the U.S.

Post Office at 500 S. Mill Ave.,
through Oct. 8.

28 Young Actors
Theatrelll
Session Il performs“The
Trial of Goldilocks” at 6:30
p,m. at the Edna Vihel
Center for the Arts, Stage
Room, 3340 S. Rural
Road. Public reception

q follows at 7:30 p.m. at
the Tempe Public Library,
Lower Level Gallery, 3500
S. Rural Road.

28 Young Artists Studio Il
Program Il exhibition opening
and reception at 7:30 p.m. at
the Tempe Public Library lower
level Gallery, 3500 S. Rural Road.
Through Aug. 19.
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TCA theater
offers intimate
experience

Profile: TMAC earns
"Sleight" advantage

Making art:
YAS/YAT sparks
kids' creativity
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Center Line:

TCA THEATER OFFERS

INTIMATE ART €Xperience

At the heart of the Tempe Center for
the Arts, scheduled to open in 2006,
is a 600-seat performance hall, able
to accommodate dance, drama, small
scale opera, musical theater, orchestral
performances and solo recitals.

The auditorium incorporates four seat-
ing levels — an orchestra level, parterre
and two balconies. To the sides of the
auditorium, boxes extend and nearly
connect to the stage. This very tight
spatial relationship helps to reduce the
scale of the auditorium, enhancing the
relationship between the performer
and the audience member, thus increas-
ing the intimacy of the hall.

“The space combines intimacy between
the performer and audience with flexibil-
ity for variations in the forestage,” Cultural
Services Director Jody Ulich said.

This flexibility includes an orchestra pit
(the main part of which is an elevator)

Art Talk

that is capable of housing orchestral
groups or forming a downstage exten-
sion or a forestage. The forestage can
be reshaped as required or stairs can be
added to lead directly into the audito-
rium. Above the forestage, an overhead
grid allows suspension of scenery, light-
ing or sound equipment.

The stage deck is a resilient “sprung”
floor construction that provides an
appropriate surface for dance, but that
can accommodate the heavy loads
often required for scenery.

In the theater there are control rooms for
lighting, sound and viewing at orches-
tra level, scenic and film projection
at the balcony level and follow spots
above the balcony level near the ceil-
ing. Additionally, draperies will allow for
acoustic adjustment of the auditorium.

“A state-of-the-art computerized control
system will offer maximum flexibility for the

Views from the balcony provide intimacy between
the audience and the performers.

lighting,” Cultural Facilities Administrator
Don Fassinger said. “The latest in audio-
video and communication systems tech-
nology and show control relay systems
complete the technical package!

The theater is provided with office
space to accommodate visiting produc-
tion and stage management functions,
dressing rooms, a performers’ lounge
and wardrobe/laundry facilities to sup-
port about 45 performers and crew.

“We need to nur-
ture the part of
the person that

sees beauty.”

IN CHILDREN

This philosophy is at the heart of
every art education class offered
to children by the city of Tempe’s
Cultural Services Division.

The Young Actors Theatre and Young
Artists Studio programs play nicely
into this concept as students, ages

7 to 13, are given an opportunity to
hone their theatre and art skills in a
fun and educational environment.

The programs culminatein a
public performance for the
actors at the Edna Vihel Center
for the Arts and a public exhi-
bition for the artists at the
Tempe Public Library’s lower
level gallery.

“These summer camps give
students an intensive arts
experience that goes beyond
surface exposure, encour-
aging active participation
and developing practical
skills in the arts,” Fine Arts
Coordinator Heather Beasley
said.

Young Actors Theatre (YAT)
Young people bitten by

the theatre bug work with
performing arts educators,
apprentices and volunteers to
develop performance skills,
such as characterization,
improvisation and creative
movement. They also learn about set
and costume design.

“Students who learn about per-
formance through script work and
theatre games develop skills that will
make them successful in any class-
room: self-confidence, reading com-

\prehension, quick thinking, prob-

This split square
student mural
contains the
hidden name of
each artist.

-
FOSTERING ARTISTIC

Creativity

Art isn't something that happens to children. It’s
something that children make happen.

lem-solving and teamwork,” Beasley
said. “The program takes students
through the process of putting on a
show, so they become familiar with
theatre as a collaborative art form
requiring as much work behind the
scenes as onstage.”

This summer, YAT students will pres-
ent "The Trial of Goldilocks" by Joseph
Robinette. The first session presenta-
tion will be at 6:30 p.m. on
June 30; the second session
show will be at 6:30 p.m. on
July 28.

Young Artists Studio (YAS)
Students work with arts
educators, arts apprentices
and volunteers, learning to
sculpt, paint, draw and cre-
ate in a variety of media.
Activities explore mixed-
media concepts of texture,
color, compositions, printing
methods and three-dimen-
sional mediums, using

a range of methods and
approaches.

“We encourage self-reflec-
tion and participation in the
critical thinking process,” Pat
Burdette, YAS instruc-
tor and Tempe Union
High School District
Visual Arts Curriculum
Specialist, said. “The
program also takes a close
look at art of multiple cultures,
both centuries-old and con-
temporary. Studio participants
learn to combine traditional
techniques with innovative,

Young

ARTISTS|ACTSERS

STUDIO

THEATRE

The first ses-
sion runs June
6-30; the sec-
ond from July
5-28. Public
receptions

for respective
sessions are
scheduled for

7:30 p.m. on
both June 30 ) S
and July 28 This metalllc foil rgllef
at the Public contains the handiwork
Librarv. Lower of 34 young artists, who
Yr created both three-
Level Gallery,  gimensional sculpture
3500 S.Rural  projects and two-
Road. dimensional artworks
over the course of the
“These classes month-long session.
are a great

value, which helps us reach children
who might not otherwise have the
opportunity to create artwork or per-
form onstage,” Beasley said.

Students come with a variety of skills
and expectations.

“Creating art four days a week for four
hours at a stretch is intense,” Burdette
said. “Our students and their parents
rave about the experience.”

For information on the Young Actors
Theatre and Young Artists Studio
programs, visit www.tempe.gov/arts/
ArtEducation/yasyat.htm.

experimental techniques using |n 2004, students performed Shakespeare’s “A

familiar materials.”

Midsummer Night's Dream.”




