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Title 4
HEALTH CARE | NFORVATI ON DI SCLOSURE

Chapt er s:

4.04 Ceneral Provisions
4.08 Definitions
4.12 Ceneral

Chapter 4.04
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sect i ons:
4.04. 010 Pur pose and intent.

4.04.010 Purpose and intent. A It is the express
purpose of this title to preserve, pronote, inprove, and
protect the public health of the people of the county within
the jurisdiction of the board of health by requiring health
care providers and facilities to disclose health care
information mai ntained on their patients at the request of
t he departnment of public health when it is needed to conduct
surveill ance or investigation of a disease or condition
deenmed potentially threatening to the community health.

B. It is the specific intent of this title to place
the obligation of conplying with its requirenments upon any
heal th care provider and/or health care facility whose
health care practice is located within the jurisdiction of
the King County board of health. (R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-91)

Chapter 4.08
DEFI NI TI ONS

Secti ons:

4.08.010 D rector.

4.08. 020 Heal t h care.

4.08.030 Health care facility.
4.08. 040 Health care information.
4.08.050 Health care provider.
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4.08. 010--4. 08. 080

4.08. 060 | nfant deat h.
4.08. 070 Mai nt ai n.
4.08. 080 Pati ent.

4.08.010 Director. "Drector"” means the director of
the Seattle-King County departnment of public health. (R&R
72 81(part), 9-17-91)

4.08.020 Health care. "Health care" means any care,
service, or procedure provided by a health care provider:

A.  To diagnose, treat, or naintain a patient's
physi cal or nmental condition; or

B. That affects the structure or any function of the
human body. (R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-91)

4.08.030 Health care facility. "Health care facility"
means a hospital, clinic, nursing honme, |aboratory,
di agnostic imaging facility, office, or simlar place where
a health care provider provides health care to patients.
(R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-91)

4.08.040 Health care information. "Health care
i nformati on™ neans any I nformation, whether oral or recorded
inany formor nmedium that identifies or can readily be
associated with the identity of a patient and directly
relates to the patient's health care. The term i ncl udes any
record of disclosures of health care information. (R&R 72
8l(part), 9-17-91)

4.08.050 Health care provider. "Health care provider"
means a person who is licensed, certified, registered, or
ot herwi se authorized by the law of this state to provide
health care in the ordinary course of business or practice
of a profession. (R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-91)

4.08.060 Infant death. "Infant death"” neans any death
of a [1veborn child which occurs no later than twelve nont hs
after the child's birth. (R& 72 81(part), 9-17-91)

4.08.070 Maintain. "Miintain," as related to health
care information, neans to hold, possess, preserve, retain,
store, or control that information. (R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-
91)

4,08.080 Patient. "Patient" neans an individual who
receives or has received health care. The termincludes a
deceased individual who has received health care. (R&R 72
8l(part), 9-17-91)
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4.12.010--4.12.030

Chapter 4.12
GENERAL

Secti ons:

4.12.010 Di scl osabl e records.
4.12.020 Security requirenents.
4.12.030 Ret enti on of di scl osed records.

4.12.010 D sclosable records. A  Upon receipt of a
witten request fromthe director or his/her designee, a
health care provider and/or a health care facility shal
di scl ose any health care informati on nai ntained on a patient
which relates to or is identified with the follow ng public
heal th problem infant death.

B. D sclosure of said health care information shal
conply with the requirenents set forth in Section 204 (2)
(a) of Substitute House Bill 1828 of the 52nd Legi sl ature of
the State of Washi ngton.

C. Health care providers and health care facilities
shal | provide access to the health care information
requested by the director or his/her designee as pronptly as
requi red under the circunstances, but no later than fifteen
wor ki ng days after receipt of the request. (R&R 72
81l(part), 9-17-91)

4.12.020 Security requirenents. A Al health care
information disclosed to the Director or his/her designee
shal | be mai ntai ned under conditions of strict
confidentiality.

B. Al health care information regarding infant death
that is obtained by the director or his/her designee
pursuant to Title 4 of these regul ations shall be assigned
code nunbers or identifiers in place of patient nanes.
Patient identifier information shall be stored in a secure
| ocation in locked file cabinets. Conmputerized patient
identifier information shall be password-protected. The
director or his/her designee shall determ ne who shall have
access to the infant death health care infornmati on and
patient identifiers. (R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-91)

4.12.030 Retention of disclosed records. Al health
care information records obtained by the director or his/her
desi gnee pursuant to Title 4 of these regulations shall be
mai ntai ned therein for a period not |l ess than two years.
(R&R 72 81(part), 9-17-91)
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