16. 04. 010- - 16. 04. 020

Title 16

WOCDSTOVES

Chapt er s:

16. 04 Ceneral Provisions
16.08 Definitions
16.12 Ceneral

Chapter 16.04
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Secti ons:

16.04.010 Intent.

16. 04. 020 Purpose and policy decl ared.
16. 04. 030 Scope.

16.04.040 Applicability.

16.04. 050 Adm nistration.

16.04.010 Intent. The King County board of health
finds and declares that the use of woodstoves and ot her
solid fuel burning heating devices are responsible for a
significant portion of the atnospheric pollutants in our
nei ghbor hoods during wi nter nonths. These pollutants are
I inked to various human di seases. Wile current |aws regu-
| ati ng woodst oves have had an effect on reduci ng atnos-
pheri c em ssions, additional regulations authorized by
state law and in conjunction with existing state laws wl|
benefit the public health by further reducing particulate
em ssions. In the interest of protecting the public health
and safety of the people of King County, the King County
board of health seeks to develop a strict, conprehensive,
effective and enforceable systemto control the sale and
use of woodstoves within King County. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-
12-91)

16. 04. 020 Purpose and policy declared. A This ti-
tle is enacted as an exercise of the police power of King
County to protect and preserve the public health and wel -

fare. Its provisions shall be liberally construed for the
acconpl i shnent of these purposes.
B. It is the express purpose of this title to provide

for and to pronote the health and wel fare of the general
public and not to create or otherw se establish or desig-

16- 1 ( KCBOH 3/ 92)



16. 04. 030- - 16. 04. 050

nate any particular class or group of persons who will or
shoul d be especially protected or benefitted by the terns
of this title.

C. It is the specific intent of this title to place
the obligation of conplying with its requirenments upon any
woodst ove owner, operator, wholesale, retail or private
seller, wood seller, fuel seller and any other person fal-
ling within its scope, and no provision of, nor term used
inthis title is intended to i npose any duty what soever
upon the county or any of its officers or enployees, for
whom the inpl enentation or enforcenment of this title shal
be discretionary and not nandatory.

D. Nothing contained in this title is intended to be,
nor shall be construed to create or to formthe basis for,
aliability on the part of the county, or its officers, em
pl oyees or agents, for any injury or damage resulting from
the failure of any woodstove owner, operator, whol esal e,
retail or private seller, wood seller, fuel seller and any
ot her person falling within its scope to conply with this
title, or by reason or in consequence of any act or om s-
sion in connection with the inplenentation or enforcenent
of this title on the part of the county by its officers,
enpl oyees or agents. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.04. 030 Scope. The provisions of this title pro-
vide for the licensing and regul ati on of the use and sal e
for use in King County of woodstoves and the storage and
sal e and seasoning of fuel woods. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-
91)

16.04.040 Applicability. This title shall apply to
al | woodst oves, whether ownership is private or public, and
regardl ess of whether the intended use is comrercial or
private. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.04.050 Admnistration. The director may devel op
rules to i nplenent sections of this title as may be needed
and to nmake these available for distribution. Establish-
ment of such rules shall allow for public comment. (R&R 70
8l(part), 8-12-91)

Chapter 16.08
DEFI NI TI ONS

Secti ons:

16.08.010 Certified woodstove.
16.08.020 Director.
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16. 08. 010--16. 08. 090

16. 08. 030 Per son.

16. 08. 040 Renpdel ed.

16.08.050 Retail seller of firewood.
16. 08. 060 Rural area.

16. 08. 070 Uncertified woodst ove.

16. 08. 080 Urban areas.

16. 08. 090 Wodst ove.

16.08.010 Certified woodstove. "Certified woodstove"
means a woodheater defined by and certified in accordance
with 40 CFR Part 60 Subpart AAA, as anended through July
30, 1991. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.08.020 Director. "Director" neans the director of
the Seattle-King County departnent of public health. (R&R
70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.08. 030 Person. "Person" neans any i ndividual,
corporation, conpany, association, society, firm partner-
ship, joint stock conmpany or any branch of state or |ocal
governnment. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16. 08. 040 Renodel ed. "Renodel ed" neans any altera-
tion or restoration of a building exceeding sixty percent
of the appraised value of such building within a twel ve-
month period. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.08.050 Retail seller of firewood. "Retail seller
of firewood" nmeans any i ndividual, partnership, conpany,
corporation or other person who sells, offers to sell, pur-

vey or convey firewod to the final consunmer of such. (R&R
70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.08.060 Rural area. "Rural area" neans the geo-
graphi cal areas designated in the county conprehensive pl an
map as rural areas. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.08. 070 Uncertified wodstove. "Uncertified wood-
stove” neans any woodheater as defined by 40 CFR Part 60
Subpart AAA as anended through July 30, 1991 and nanuf ac-
tured at any tinme and which is not certified in accordance
with that federal regulation and which has not been ex-
enpted by the director. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.08. 080 Urban areas. "Urban areas" neans all areas
other than rural areas. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16. 08. 090 Wodstove. "Wodstove" neans a "wood
heater" defined by 40 CFR Part 60 Subpart AAA as of July
30, 1991 except those devices not required to neet em ssion
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16. 12. 010

certification requirenents by 40 CFR Part 60 Subpart AAA or
Washi ngton State statutes RCW 70. 94 and associ ated admi ni s-
trative rules as of July 30, 1991 which are used for space
heati ng and which rely on the conbustion of solid fuel such
as wood or other material permtted under this title.

(R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

Chapter 16.12
GENERAL

Secti ons:

16.12. 010 Ceneral.

16. 12. 020 Buyback.

16.12. 030 Public education.

16.12. 040 Wbodstove operator test.

16. 12. 050 Wodstove use wi thin urban areas.
16.12.060 Permts and |licenses required.
16.12. 070 Exenpti ons.

16.12. 080 Wi vers.

16.12.010 General. A No woodstove will be permt-
ted to be used as the sole source of adequate heat in any
new or renodel ed dwelling or structure.

B. Al certified wiodstoves installed in any dwelling
must be approved by an independent testing | aboratory that
t he woodstove neets all applicable portions of the Under-
witers' Laboratory listing requirenents for safety and if
t he woodstove includes a catal ytic conbuster, the conbuster
must be warranted to neet or exceed the requirenents of 40
CFR Part 60 Subpart AAA as of July 30, 1991. The board
finds that durability and safety of the product are di-
rectly related to em ssion fromthe woodstoves.

C. The installation or sale for use in King County by
any person of any uncertified woodstove is prohibited.

D. Any person responsible for the operation of a
woodst ove shall ensure that the fuel is covered in a manner
to stop rain or other noisture sources fromwetting the
fuel and which allows sufficient air flow around the fuel
toallowit to season (dry). The director nay establish
guidelines to assist regulated parties in conplying with
this rule.

E. As provided by RCW 70.94. 477 and associ at ed adm n-
istrative rules, fuel for all woodstoves shall be only un-
treated wood or lunber with a noisture content of 20% or
| ess, newsprint for the purpose of starting a fire only and
products manufactured for the sole purpose of use as fuel.
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16. 12. 020--16. 12. 050

Al other materials including, but not limted to, treated
wood, plastics, garbage, plywood, particle board, rubber
products, aninmal carcasses, asphaltic products, waste pe-
trol eum products, paints and chem cals are prohibited from
bei ng burned in a woodstove or fireplace.

F. No wood wth a noisture content greater than
twenty percent (20% nvoisture nmay be sold by a retai
seller of firewdod unless a sales receipt is issued to the
consuner which contains the nane, address and phone nunber
of the seller and the follow ng notice: "UNSEASONED
FI REWOOD, MO STURE CONTENT EXCEEDS 20% ATTEMPT TO BURN
W LL RESULT I N EXCESS SMOKE AND CRECSOTE FORMATION. IT IS
| LLEGAL TO BURN WOOD UNTI L DRI ED TO 20% OR LESS MJ STURE
CONTENT. "

G The director shall provide assistance to sellers
and buyers of wood in measuring the noisture content of
wood and in devel opi ng specific educational materials for
their use. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.12. 020 Buyback. The director is authorized to es-
tablish an uncertified woodstove renoval program whi ch may
i ncorporate various financial incentives for energy conser-
vation and air quality inprovenents, including but not Iim
ited to household insulation and insul ati ng products, as
wel | as uncertified woodstove replacenent, and substitution
of heating methods or devices including certified woodst o-
ves. The director shall assist admnistratively and finan-
cially to the extent possible, prograns of this type
established by other state and | ocal agencies so as to
m nimze adm ni strative duplications and costs. (R&R 70
8l(part), 8-12-91)

16.12. 030 Public education. The director shall as-
sist other state and | ocal agencies with a program of pub-
Iic education, enphasizing proper burning and fuel storage
techni ques to ensure the | owest em ssions from woodstoves
and to ensure the | east adverse health effects on the pub-
lic. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.12. 040 Wodstove operator test. The director is
aut hori zed to establish a woodstove operator's test to en-
sure the proficiency of woodstove operators. The director
may approve prograns established by other parties in |ieu of
a department programif the director finds they will neet
the intent of this section. A maximumfee of five dollars
($5.00) is established for the adm nistration of each de-
partnmental operator's test. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.12. 050 Wbodstove use within urban areas. All un-
certified woodstoves nust be renoved or replaced at the
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16. 12. 060--16. 12. 070

time of sale of the prem ses. Any replacenent nust be a
certified woodstove, certified for manufacture after July
1, 1990, a pellet stove or nmasonry heater of a design shown
to have particul ate em ssions not exceedi ng standards es-
tabl i shed by RCW 70. 94 as amended t hrough July 30, 1991,
provi ded, this provision shall not be effective until the
buyback program of Section 16.12.020 has a bal ance of fifty
t housand dol | ars ($50, 000. 00) avail able for assistance to
the regul ated parties. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.12.060 Permits and licenses required. A Permt.
The departnent shall require any person w shing to instal
a woodstove in any premses in the county to first obtain a
permt for that purpose. Application shall be made on
formprovided by the director. The director shall require
sufficient information fromthe applicant to ensure that
the requirenments of this title can be met. The cost of the
permt shall be fifty dollars ($50.00), except no depart-
ment fee shall apply if the director delegates to any city
or county departnent the authority to carry out a substan-
tially equival ent inspection programwhich protects the
public health. The director shall avoid duplication of in-
stal l ati on i nspecti ons.

B. Firewood Sellers License. No person may be a re-

tail seller of firewood in the county unless that person
shall first obtain a license formthe departnment of public
health, except sellers of wood with sales | ess than ten
(10) cords per year shall be exenpt. The license shall be
i ssued annual ly provided the |icensee conplies with the
provisions of this title. Such license shall be nontrans-
ferabl e except that if a |icensee changes address, a new
license will be issued for the new address. The cost of
t he annual license shall be one hundred dollars ($100. 00)
for sales of equal to or greater than twenty (20) cords of
wood per year; and fifty dollars ($50.00) for sales equal
to or greater than ten but |less than twenty cords/year.
The fee to replace a |license or to issue a new |icense for
a new address shall be five dollars ($5.00). Annual fees
shal | be assessed for the period October 1st to Septenber
30th. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.12. 070 Exenptions. A Al woodstoves exenpt from
the provisions of 40 CFR Part 60 Subpart AAA are also, to
the extent of such exenption, exenpt fromthe provisions of
this title.

B. Antiqgue woodstoves shall be exenpt fromthe I|i-
censing and permtting and replacenent provisions of this
title; an antique woodstove for this purpose is one manu-
factured prior to 1940.
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16. 12. 080

C. Al woodstoves exenpt by RCW Chapter 70.94, and
regul ati ons promul gated t hereunder, to the extent of such
exenption are al so exenpted fromprovisions of this title.

D. Any person claimng exenption under this section
shal | have the burden of proof of establishing the right to
the exenption to the satisfaction of the director.

E. No exenption from burning regulations shall be
valid unless registered with the director. The register of
such exenptions shall be reported to the Puget Sound air
pollution control authority. (R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)

16.12.080 Waivers. A The director may at his or
her sole discretion, waive parts of this title upon a show
ing by an applicant that a waiver may be made in an indi-
vi dual case without adversely affecting the health and
wel fare of the public.

B. The request for waiver is to be filed on a form
provided by the director, citing the applicable portion(s)
of the regulation for which a waiver is sought, acconpani ed
by any technical reports or exhibits the applicant w shes
the director to consider. A fee of fifty dollars ($50.00)
shal | acconpany a request for waiver.

C. The applicant shall cause notice of the request
for waiver to be provided to the owners or occupants of al
prem ses within three hundred (300) feet of the affected
prem ses no |later than ten days followi ng submttal of the
application. Such notice shall include the right of any
affected person to submt oral or witten testinony to the
director. No waiver shall be issued until at least thirty
days have el apsed followi ng submttal of the application.
(R&R 70 81(part), 8-12-91)
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