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NANA Elders Conference gnd'Interview Transcripts
INTRODUCTION
One component of the Minerals Management Service Hope Basin

Socioeconomic Baseline Study is the identificétion, cataldging,

- transcription and translation of Elders Conference and Elders

. Council Ifiupiag-language audiotapes in custbdy of the Northwest

Arctic Borough School District. The rationaie for this'effort is
two-fold. On the one hand, verbatim statements from regional
residents, particularly elders, about their views oh cultural
heritage, roles of elders, problems of youth and elders and their
families, and economic development will providelanv"inside" view
about these issues that will complement existing documentation and
supply infofmation for readers that is not easily accessible. (In
addition, these transcripts convey the style and mannerisms of
dialogue in regional villages.) On the other hand, the federal
government and its contractors are also able to return this
information to regional residents and institutions so that it can

be preserved and disseminated.

A substantial identification and cataloging effort was mounted
toward this end. This effort was coordinated by‘Ms. Rachel Craig
under Dr. Steven McNabb's difection. The key search categories and
subcategories were as follows:
Subsistence |
- health and sizes of resource populations
- traditiona; management of resources

- contemporary subsistence harvests

Introduction Page 1°




cooperation and'sharing‘of labor, capital and cash for

.sub51stence pursuits w1th1n and beyond kin groups

variablllty in sub51stence act1v1t1es across the region

- and through time, by age and sex

factors that impede or encourage subsistence activity

Culture and Economy

Social

1ncent1ves and disincentives for employment training

”and school .

cash income and jobs in relation to traditional Inupiaq

culture

local control and Red Dog

Services and Social Problems

‘linguistic diversity and language maintenance

social problems,‘especially'substanCe abuse
problems'of youth and single parents

roles of elders in contemporary society

goals and effectivenessvof.local‘education

local and regional services' and institutions that

provide them

Traditional Education and Cultural Customs

The results

Constraints

of this cataloging effort are presented in Table 1.

on project resources_ prohibited a sufficiently

comprehensive effort that would have cataloged information across

all categories, so the index we have compiled and the transcripts

Introduction o o Page 2
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TABLE 1
TOPICAL CATALOG OF SELECTED TRANSCRIPTS
NORTHWEST ARCTIC REGIONAL ELDERS CONFERENCES'

TAPE ID°

-

D 3 .3

76-02
76-03
76-04
76-05
76-06
76-08
76-11
76-14
"76-18
76-19

77-02
77-03
77-04
77-06
77-08
77-09
77-11
77-12
77-14
77-16
77-20

78-01
78-02
78-07
78-08
78-09
78-11
78-12
78-13
78-14
78-15
78-16
78-20
78-21

TOPICS
BN SO0
- 76=01

Subsistence
Subsistence

Social
Social
Social

Services
Services
Services

Subsistence

Culture & Econonmy

Social

Services

Subsistence
Subsistence

Subsistence

Subsistence, Culture & Economy, Social Services

Subsistence

Social
Social
Social

Services
Services
Services

Subsistence

Social
Social
Social
Social

Social
Social
Social
Social
Social
Social
Social
Social
Social
Social

Services
Services
Services

Services

Services
Services
Services
Services
Services
Services
Services
Services
Services
Services

Subsistence
Subsistence
Subsistence

-

3

PR

r

S

. |

! Original Ifiupiag audiotapes and English transcripts are on
file with the Northwest Arctic Borough School District, which also
maintains a complete 1list of all extant Elders Conference
audiotapes.

v ’fach cataloged audiotape/transcript is identified by a "TAPE
ID" number. This TAPE ID number is not necessarily keyed to the
year in which the tape originated.
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! TAPE ID TOPICS

Traditional Education.

‘Traditional Education

TABLE 1
(continued, p. 2)

Taditional Education
Traditional Education
Traditional Education

Culture
Culture _
Culture .. .
‘Culture -
Culture -
Culture

Traditional Education

e

Traditional Education
Subsistence ' N .
Traditional Education 'Culture ’
Subsistence, Traditlonal Educatlon & Culture
Subsistence :
Traditional Education & Culture

~

Traditional.Educetion»& Culture
Traditional Education & Culture

Traditional Education & Culture

Subsistence
Subsistence
Subsistence
Subsistence

~ Subsistence
" Subsistence
. Subsistence

Subsistence
Subsistence
Subsistence
Traditional Educatlon & Culture

‘Traditional Educatlon & Culture
" Subsistence

Subsistence

Subsistence, Traditional Educatlon & Culture
Traditional Education & Culture :
Traditional Education & Culture
Subsistence

Subsistence

Subsistence

Subsistence

Traditional Education & Culture
Traditional Education & Culture
Subsistence

Subsistence

" Subsistence

Subsistence

‘Subsistence

Subsistence
Subsistence
Subsistence
Subsistence

Introduction _ : : Page 4
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TABLE 1
(continued, p. 3)

TAPE ID TOPICSA _

79-40 Subsistence

. 79-41 Subsistence

79-42 Subsistence

79-43 Subsistence

79-44 Traditional Educatlon & Culture

79-45 Traditional Education & Culture

79-46 Traditional Educatlon & Culture

79-47 Subsistence

79-48 Subsistence

79-49 Subsistence

79-50 Subsistence v _
79-54 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture -
79-55 Subsistence :
79-56 Subsistence

79-57 Subsistence _ s

79-58 Subsistence

79-59 Subsistence

79-60 Subsistence

79-61 Subsistence

79-63 Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
79-64 Traditional Education & Culture

79-65 Traditional Education & Culture

79-66 Social Services

79-67 Social Services

79-68 Subsistence

79-69 Subsistence

79-70 Subsistence

79-71 Subsistence

79-72 Traditional Education & Culture

79-73 Traditional Education & Culture

79-75 Traditional Education & Culture

79-86 Subsistence '

79-87 Subsistence

79-88 Subsistence

79-89 Subsistence

79-91 Social Services

79-92 Subsistence, Social Services, Trad1t10na1 Education & Culture
79-93 Traditional Education & Culture

79-94 Sub51stence

80-01 Social Serv1ces _ )

80-07 Traditional Education & Culture

80-09 Traditional Education & Culture

80-10 Subsistence

80-13 Traditional Education & Culture

80-15 Traditional Education & Culture

80-16 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture
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- 80-19 Subsistence

TABLE 1
(continued, p. 4)

TAPE ID

-80-24 Subsistence

-80-25 Subsistence S

80-26 Social Services ' L

80-27 Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
80-32 Social Services, Trad1t10na1 Education & Culture
' 80-47 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture
80-51 Traditional Education & Culture

' 80-56 Traditional Education & Culture

80-57 Traditional Education & Culture.
80-61 Social Services "
80-66 Social Services

" 80-67 Social Services

80-69 Traditional Education & Cuituref
80-70 Traditional Education & Culture

. 80-71 Subsistence

' 81-01 Subsistence

81-02 Culture & Economy,Soc1al Serv1ces
81-03 Social Services :
81-06 Subsistence

81-08 Subsistence

81-14 Social Services

81-16 Subsistence

81-19 Subsistence

81-21 Subsistence

81-22 Subsistence

81-23 Social Services

81-24 Subsistence-

81-25 Subsistence

81-26 Subsistence, 5001a1 Services
81-27 Subsistence

81-30 Subsistence

' 81-31 Traditional Education & Culture

81-32 Traditional Education & Culture
81-33 Traditional Education & Culture
81-35 Subsistence . T
81-39 Traditional Education & Culture
81-45 Subsistence :

81-50 Subsistence

81-51 Subsistence

81-52 Subsistence

- 81-60 Subsistence

81-62 Subsistence

81-63 Subsistence

81-65 Subsistence
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TAPE ID TOPICS

Subsistence

TABLE 1
(continued, p. 5)

82-07 Social Services

82-08 Traditional Education & Culture

82-09 Traditional Education & Culture

82-10 Subsistence, Social Services ‘

82-12 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture

82-13 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture

82-14 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture

82-16 Subsistence, Traditional Education & Culture

82-17 Subsistence h

82-18 Traditional Education & Culture

82-19 Traditional Education & Culture

82-20 Subsistence

83-07 Subsistence

83-08 Subsistence

83-15 Subsistence

83-16 Subsistence

83-17 Subsistence

83-18 Subsistence

83-19 Subsistence

83-20 Subsistence

83-21 Subsistence

83-22 Subsistence

83-23 Subsistence

83-24 Subsistence

83-25 Subsistence

83-26 Subsistence

83-27 Social Services

83-28 Traditional Education & Culture

83-29 Traditional Education & Culture

83-30 Traditional Education & Culture

83-31 Traditional Education & Culture

83-32 Subsistence, Culture & Economy, Traditional Education &

Culture '

83-33 Traditional Education & Culture

83-34 Traditional Education & Culture

83-35 Traditional Education & Culture

83-36 Traditional Education & Culture

83-37 Traditional Education & Culture

83-40 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Educatlon & Culture
83-41 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-42 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-43 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-44 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-45 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-46 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-47 Subsistence, Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
Introduction Page 7




TABLE 1 ' | L}

i(continued, p. 6)

TAPE I

B,

D

99

TOPICS

-
83-49 Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-50 Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-51 Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture
83-52 Social Services, Traditional Education & Culture

o D R AT D A O Y T G
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offered here are only partly representative of'the material that is
available. Ms. Craig screened tapes in order to select especially
useful examples for translation. Under her direction, seven
previously untranslated tapes were translated and transcribed for
inclusion in this publiéation.' Ms. Craig also conducted additional
interviews in order to collect high priority information that Qas
not immediately evident ip the tapes. The resulting translations
therefore represent’both new interviews as well as exiting taped
data. Ms. Craig was assisted by Ms. Ruth Sampson, Ms. Bertha

Jennings, and Ms. Barbara Armstrong in the translation effort.

Ten translations of variable length are réproduced here. They are
placed in chronological order. A brief guide at the front of each
translation provides context that will assist the reader in
compréhending how and why the recorded episode occurred, and notes
keyed to line numbers will help the reader detect salient portiéns

of the record that warrant attention.

Introduction : Page 9
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Record One: Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting

This tape, dated 1983, records one of the first meetings held in
conjunction with staff from the (then) new Maniilag alcohol
program. This meeting served as a public information and education
effort and also sought to secure community advice and opinions
regarding alcohol program services.

Lines 3-26, page 2: a prayer is a cﬁstomary opening for numerous
public meetings. ' 0 S o o

Lines 46-52, page 2 and lines 1-7, page 3: here is the initial
public information, education, and outreach message by a staff
person. : S S

Lines 36-53, page 3 and lines 1-11, page 4: here is a second staff -
message and an introduction by the director of the program. -

Lines 21-ff., page 4: here public testimony begins.

Lines 43-51, page 4 and lines 1-10, page 5: historical narrative
regarding alcohol in the region, particularly Kotzebue. This form
of introduction (personal statements, history) is common and
typically builds toward more pointed, focused statements of
advocacy or conclusion.

Lines 12-20, page 5: a statement of religious faith, which
intersperses many narratives by elders, particularly those on

- sensitive subjects.

Lines 29-31, page 6: firm statements emphasizing personal
experience such as this demonstrate depth of feeling and certainty.

Line 48, page 6 to line 23, page 8: this is another extensive .
personal history used to illustrate strong feeling and direct
experience.

Lines 51, page 8 to line 4, page 9: a statement of religious faith
and scripture reference used to amplify an important point.

Lines 37-49, page 9: another statement of religious faith used to
reinforce a point. : :

Line 26, page 10: statements of'support among speakers are often
used to show agreement and consensus. (See also lines 48-49, page
11.) ' ‘

Lines 43-49, page 12: the first concrete statement about financial
impacts of alcohol use. :

Line 51, page 13 to line 3, page 14: an alternative to alcohol

"abuse is hinted; previously the statements were dgenerally
proscriptive. :
Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting ‘ ~ Page 1




.1 1/12/83 _ ANTI-ALCOHOL ABUSE MEETING
2 o ' _ ,
3 Lady's Voice: All of us need to pray for this meeting in our
4 own minds.. Let us all pray. Our Father which art in heaven,
5 . we are gathered here to discuss our future regarding that
6 _ substance which we all abhor in this city. We are mindful
7 - especially of our youth who use those mind-altering
8 substances. And we ask thee to bless these intelligent
. -9 people to influence their minds through thy Holy Spirit. We
10 cannot operate without the help of ‘the Holy Spirit which thou
11 hast sent to us as a Comforter and helper to influence our
12 minds. We seek not to reject that which should be a
13 continual influence in our minds. That is why we have put
14 before Thee our petltlon, acknowledging the fact that we must
~15 first ask favors of. Thee in all matters. That is what we
16 believe. And so we put before Thee our petition and ask Thee
17 this day to bless us with wisdom, setting aside other matters
18 from our minds except that which we are gathered here to
19 discuss at this meeting. Please bless our minds and give
20 these our discussion leaders wisdom in all things, bless all
21 ° of us, one by one. Please bless all of us. We cannot
22 progress without Thee. We know that Thou hast answered our
23 prayers, no matter what we have asked of Thee, and there is
24 nothing too difficult for Thee to handle. That is what Thou
25 hast taught us. And we ask Thee for these blessing in the
-26 - name of Jesus Christ. Amen.» .
27 .
28 Male Voice:  Unintelligible. The conference room over there
29 is open.. or do you want this table?
30 :
31 Bertha Jennlngs: I”don't know. It depends on the elders.
32 (speaking to the elders in Ifiupiaq) Do you want to meet
33 here, or do you want to go somewhere else?
34 : ' S
35 Female Voice: 1In a place where there's more room , eh?
36 ‘ L B ‘ . S
37 Another Female Voice: There are some people standing here.
38
39 BJ: Someone’ says that there are stalrs leading to the
40 conference room° o
41 ' e '
42 Eemale Vblce. Even if we have to go up, it has lots of room.
43
44 (Break in the taplng ses51on )
45 R :
46 Karen Reeve.v My name is Karen ‘Reeve. " And we have many
47 different parts in the program so that help can be given and
48  received in many ways. One of the ways is to have a place
49 where people can stay for thirty days. And now we're going
50 to have them stay longer time to receive help once they
51 (unintelligible)...... at the Treatment Center. We also
52 have what we call Outpatient Council.  This is where they
Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting . : ‘ _ Page 2
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1l receive counseling several days a week to talk about their
2 problems with them so they can help them. (Unintelligible.)
3 ' : ‘ . :
4 - We also have more Outreach and Prevention as one of our
5 programs. And we have five villages and have what we call
6 the five-village coordinator. And next year we should have
7 them in eleven villages.
8 ' v :
9 'This will help them with alcohol problems and to help the
10 community as best as they can. ............next year. We
11 also -———-——=--—m——- - , S
12 will help the children at young age. (There's too much
13 static to catch the words properly. But there's a long
14 explanation of what kinds of programs the Maniilaq.
15 Association employs in its Alcohol Program.)
16
17 We help the people discover whether they may or may not have
18 problems with alcohol. And we hope with that we can catch
19 people earlier before the problem gets too big for help and
20 not have to take many, many, many years.
21 ' ) :
22 Also, we work very closely with the Kotzebue Hospital for
23 people who are physically getting rid of the alcohol from
24 their body. We have been counselling and
25  ——mmmmem—meee—ee e .
27 Charlie Greene: (Mumbling away in English........)
28 : .
29 Rachel Craig: (In Ifiupiaq) We can't hear you.
30 '
31 Charles Greene: What? Can't hear me? OK. I remember years
32 ago at reindeer camp, we were hunting for eggs. When we got |
33  about eight duck eggs.......====== She made------- that I ' |
34 will never forget. ‘ |
35
36 Taikuu. Taikuu for coming and aarigaa. And I like to
37 welcome everyone here about our concern about alcoholism and
38 as many of you know it's a problem not only here; it's a
39 problem all over Alaska and I'm sure down in the Lower 48.
40 Not only among the Eskimos alone but also among the Native
41 Americans, our Indian brothers. 1It's a problem. And I've
42 worked in the Seattle Indian Alcohol program since 1973. At
43 that time there were only two AA members in the City of
44 Seattle. And today any place you go there are Indian AA
45 members all over. About two weeks ago I went to an AA
46 meeting there. There were 75 Indian people in the AA
47 meeting. Now, ten years ago there were only 2 member and it
48 was very discouraging. Now. I am encouraged. And of course
49 when we look back it was a slow growth. Lots of times we
50 say, "What's the use." Sometimes you feel like giving up.
51 Just like Della Keats ========--=(can't understand him).
52 Lots of times you get discouraged. And you feel like giving
53  up.
Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting , Page 3




‘What's the use. I'll go out and get a pick and shovel and

1

2 get an easier job, or something like that. Sometimes we get

3 that attitude. However, when you get the--=--- -people that are
. 4 -dying of alcoholism, drinking to death, messing your life.

5 You know, alcohol is a strong force. 1It's a disease that

6 affects you bodily, affects you mentally, effect you family,

7 affects your emotional health, your spiritual health. ;

8 ° (More talk but not very audible.) Like I say, lots of times

9 you get discouraged. But people 11ke you who come in here '
10 makes me feel like going on agaln;f*Thank you for g
11 strengthenlng me. v S :

12 : : Lk S P . . B -

13 BJ: (In Inuplaq ) We will begin;*vauld~yOuklike to come to
14 the microphone or we can turn the tape recorder off. But the
15 = record also helps us in our work. We have started the :

16 -Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat to help all of us. It could also help you
17 and your families. If there is any-thing that you would like
18 to say, it is up to you. Would you like to start? Or should
19 we have Suuyuk start us off? Want to get started’

20 : o o ,

21 . Lena Sours: (In Ifiupiaq) I have come to talk, and so I will
22 say something. I want to say that I have learned from

23 experience and know that without a doubt that alcohol does no
24 one any good. It doesn't do anyone any good. We have lost
25 many young people, people who were a long ways from getting
26 old, not like us, in Kotzebue. From alcohol. Some have

27 frozen and some commit suicide. And in the homes, where a
28 man and wife should be enjoying life together, alcohol has

29 caused them to split. Divorce. And in many homes, family
30 life is disrupted. The cause? Alcohol. The parents never
31 get a full night of sleep. And even though their children
32° ‘drink, out of the goodness of their hearts, they make sure

33 - that their children have food in the house and a place to

34 stay. Even when their children don't help them with

35 house-hold expenses. Whenever the young men earn some money,
36 they usually spend it on alcohol. Even when they need new

37 clothes, it doesn't matter to them -- all they think about is
38 how they can get alcohol. That's all they desire. These are
39 some of the things that I have learned, that I know. I am

40 not making anything up. I have learned the a lot of things
41 @ about alcoholism and its problems.:'

42

43 In the early days, Kotzebue tried to become an alcohol town.

- 44 Paul Davidovics had a saloon, and so did the Fergusons. And
45 even George Ito had a saloon. But the Kotzebue people wrote
46  petitions, and there were very few people here in Kotzebue.
47 ' There were hardly any white people then, and hardly any
48  people from other villages here in Kotzebue at that time. At
49 that time, people who lived here were mostly Kotzebue
50 families. There was hardly anyone living here from other
51 places. ' L : -

52
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We made petitions. Lots of people, like Susie Hunnicutt, us.

1
2 We faced the people even though they weren't treating us well
3 -- those people who loved to drink. But we were not afraid
4 of them and went around town gathering signatures to the
5 petitions. Many would say anything against us. But some of
6 the parents wouldn't listen to their children who were .
7 mumbling against us who were gathering signatures, and they
8 signed their name to our anti-alcohol petitions. At those
9 times, there were people who tried to start up selling
10 alcohol, but we always snuffed it out. .
11
12 And there were people who would gather in homes to pray
© 13 together. That's what your forefathers in Kotzebue did.
14 They prayed to God that alcohol would not become available in
15 Kotzebue. They didn't want alcohol to thrive and grow in
16 Kotzebue. That's why the older people would get together and
17 pray together in each others homes. And so the efforts of
18 those people who were trying to make alcohol available in
19 Kotzebue would fail, and their efforts get snuffed out.
20 That's because we resisted it and rejected it.
21 :
22 And years later, Kotzebue grew with many houses and every
23 house had a family. Many white people came here to live, and
24 Eskimos came from every village to live here. I am not
25 saying this out of prejudice against those people; I just
26 want to set the record straight. I am not prejudiced against
27 those people. : : :
28 : '
29 When they got together, and many people began to live in
30 Kotzebue and we were no longer just the original Kotzebue
31 people, we were seemingly not diligent about our civic
32 matters any more and soon there were many other people in our
33 town. And places where alcohol is sold became established,
34 with no one standing up against them, and now there are many.
35 And now deaths have become frequent in our town. They are
36 frequent. And now that the little villages around us have
37 voted to go dry, and we are the only ones still selling
38 alcohol, it is not a comfortable feeling to us. Those of us
39 who live in this town that supplies alcohol to buyers. And
40 its not only Kotzebue people any more. It also includes
41 those of you who have moved here from other places to become
42 Kotzebue people. And so, if you and we could get together
43 and work together to stop the consumption of alcohol here,
44 let us do it to succeed in snuffing it out. You have moved
45 here to Kotzebue to become a part of us, to be with us.
46 Don't stand against us, but let us love one another so well
47 that the Evil One cannot destroy that love, and let us stand
48 together, as if tied together, and fight against our alcohol
49 problems together. We can pray and talk and walk together.
50 Let us all fight our common problem together without causing
51 conflict among our ranks, helping each other from all sides.
52 It is terrible when someone you least expect has died. .
53
|
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And since the other villages don't make alcohol available in

1
2 their villages, their young people come to Kotzebue for
-3 alcohol when they have .a little money, and I know they cause
4 their families and parents to. worry’ for their safety. - And -
5 now that we have made alcohol consumption available in our
6 town -- something that shouldn't be taken-into the body, that
7 which kills a body, a substance which will lead your soul to
8 _damnatlon -~ when we have become the source of its
°] availability to other, we should do whatever is- necessary to
remove it from Kotzebue.'“.j R .
11 o e . .
12 I have thought many times'that'thefpackage store-whiCh-sells
liquor indiscriminately to.everyone,.and those people who .
. purchase that liquor take their purchase. to some homes who
15 - welcome them in to drink together after they buy bottles of
16 = alcohol. Or they take those bottles home to their village,
17 even though they know that their v111ages are trying to stay
18 dry. If they would stop the sale of llquor in the package
19 stores, even though they can still drink in the bars, they
20 ~ would come home with no liquor to take home. If there's any
21 way that we could stop the sale of liquor in package stores,
22 we should do all we can'to accomplish that. You know as well
23 as I do that alcohol has never done anyone any good. I am
24 not the only one who knows that. I know that if the majority
25 of us would sign a petition, it could stop the sale of
26 liquor. It could get swallowed up. And we know that for
27 sure. Those of us who lived in Kotzebue when some people
28 tried to establish saloons here went through the petition
29 route. I know what I am talking about; I'm not just guessing
30 at something. But all this is something that I have learned
31 from life experience. That is all.
32 o o : '
33 Bertha: (In Ifiupiaq) ' If you want to move the microphone,
34 it's up to you. You all have come here to speak you mind.
35. '
36 Lena Sours: (In Ifupiaq) Don't waste time, but come up here
37 . to talk. If we are slow and stiff and do nothing, we will
'38 not be able to quench the sale of alcohol in our town. We
39 .will have to work closely one with another, like a couple
40 siblings that love each other, who, when they have made up
41 their minds to accomplish something, do not go at
.42 cross-purposes with each other. That's how you should talk v
- 43 and express yourself. 4 R
44 ' ' : '
45  Ethel Mills: (In Inuplaq) That‘s because we thought they
46  were g01ng to move us. '
47 .
48 Unldentlfled Person: (In Inuplaq) I, too, have something to
49 say. This, my older sister has talked about the time when
50. some people in Kotzebue tried to establish places to sell
51 alcohol and what we did. We had petitions written, and then
52 we went house to house for signatures. We really tried to
53 resist the establishment of alcohol in Kotzebue, but finally
Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting : ‘ ' " Page 6

)




we lost. When Mrs. (Edith) Bullock and her friends

1

2 encouraged us to go against it, saying that it won't do

3 anyone any good, we really trled to resist it, but we did not

4 win. (Lena) was not telling a lie, we did walk the streets,

5 facing those people in spite of their mouthiness, thinking

6 about what it would do to our children.  We tried hard to

7 resist it, but we did not win.

8

9 And after they finally got the numbers to establish bars,

10 they told us that if it causes too much problems, they can
11 always close them down. They said they would remove them.

12 We started losing our numbers because of alcohol, but they

13 have not yet closed the bars down. Right now I have a very
14 difficult time bearing up to what alcohol is doing in my

15 family. My husband and I don't even live in the same house,
16 simply because we would like to keep our children alive. My
17 husband can't stand their drinking, and so he has moved to

18 another house and cares for the rest of the members of our

19 family. And I take care of some of them. My sons love to

20 drink alcohol. Some were married, and their spouses divorced
21 them. My husband and I live a very difficult life, and you
22 don't even know about it. When you love your children, and
23 they are caught in the web of alcohol, it is very difficult.
24 Those of you who don't have children don't know what I am

25 talking about. When you love your children and they go the
26 way of alcohol drinkers, it really hurts. I know people have
27 talked about how we live, but we are trying to work as best
28 we can with the alcohol problem of our children. And when

29 they earn money, the spend it for nothing, just buying booze
30 to drink. That's the kind of life style we are forced to put
31 up with. '

32 _

33 We talked a lot. I said that if they got rid of alcohol in
34 town, it would make life better. They asked, "How can we get
35 rid of it? There is no law against it." After he said that
36 to me, I thought, then why do some of our leaders like

37 Hensley say to us that if we Eskimos got together and signed
38 ° petitions that we could be rid of it? "We could get rid of
39 it from Kotzebue," he said to me. After he said that to me,
40 I told my friends, but they have never done anything. Maybe
41 it's because they have good children and haven't had to bear
42 up to living with an alcoholic offspring. That's what we

43 have had to put up with for years, and I just can't take it
44 any more. If we really want to be rid of alcohol, they said
45 it can be done. After all, this town of Kotzebue is the home
46 . of the Ifiupiat. Land of the Ifupiat. The land doesn't

47 ' belong to the white people. I am not saying this because. I
48 am biased against the white people. I just want very badly
49 to be rid of alcohol which has made life unbearable for us.
50 It can be removed, they said, if we only agreed to work .
51 together. It can be removed. That's what they promised us,
52 that if it causes too much discord, they would shut things

53 down.
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" And wheh we finally worked through my pfoblem and agreed to

1
2 let my son go, the judge told me that what I was doing was
-3 'all right. When he first came home, he started in his old
4 habits again. But now.he seems to have straightened his life
5 and is now working. He hurt himself, even broke his leg. If
6 you really love your children, reject that alcohol. All you
7 have to do is sign a petition to be rid of alcohol in S
8 Kotzebue. We can be rid of it.
10 I am ashamed when we Kotzebue people have made alcohol
11 available to the other village people. They come down here to
12 . drink, like our own children I have talked to them, and even
13 so sometimes we hear that they have met with a bad accident:
14 before they go back home. We can all reject the misery
15 brought on to us by alcohol. Those who want to continue
16 drinking alcohol can go back home and drink all they want to.
.17 If you all make up your minds to work as one, you can be rid
18 of it. I know some of my friends have borne alcohol problems
19 in their homes the same as I have. When you have alcohol
20 problems at home, it is a very heavy burden to bear. And.
21 especially when your ‘own daughters also take to drlnklng, :
22 children that you dearly love, it really hurts. That is all
23 I have to say. - :
24 | - |
25 Bertha: Anyone else'can also,speak if they want to.
26 v : R - - :
27 Lady's Voice: These people here, too. All of you could say
28 something. . o ' ‘
29 . . : B - : _
30 Unidentified Person: (In English) I am also thankful. I am
31 thankful that I did not leave today. I am so thankful I o
32 never go today. I was supposed to go to the Anchorage
33 Hospital tomorrow. And I'm glad I'm here with you people to
34 discuss about this alcohollsm
35
36 Yes, it's true, what these two elders were talklng'about. ‘We
37 moved down here back in 1963 because my husband is from
38 Kotzebue. We moved down here to be with our children because
39 they come here to work, where they can work. And we helped
40 these elders when they go around to the houses to let them
41 sign, make a petition. And at that time there's no liquor
stores because they were fighting it, I know. And I was with
43 them, too; I went around with them to all the houses, this
. 44 side, and some of us go down that way. From our church.
45 Perisho was the one that started us againsting alcoholism and
46 - we had to go to every houses and ask people to help us. And
47 they did. Even the drunkards were glad to have us. They
48 said they know that alcoholism is not good for anybody. And
49 we were glad to do it. I was glad to help them, too.
51 And one time when I went over to Nome for the church, some
52  churches had conference, and they discussed things that are
53 not helpful to them. One was alcoholism. When they talked
- Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting : . Page 8
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about it, I think of this verse. 1It's in the Bible, but I

1
2 forgot the reference. "Wherefore, 1ift up your hand which
3 hangs down." Something like that. The first part. That
4 means, do something. Try to do something.
5 o
6 Don't just hang your arms down, doing nothing.  You know when
7 - we hang our hands down that mean we don't do nothing. But
8 when we lift up our hands and try to do something, that's the
9 time we do something. We work. And that's what I had in
10 mind when they had those conferences over at Nome for four
11 days. I was one of the observers.  And when they talked
12 about alcoholism, that's,what I had. That verse. And when
13 we come back here when they asked us what we were doing over
14 there, I mentioned that. I said, that one thing about
15 alcoholism I want to tell you people. If we never try to do
16 anything to go against alcoholics, that's what we should do
17 like that verse said. Lift up your hands and try to do
18 something to help go against it. And it was good. I see our
19 children, they were drunkards. And our grandchildren will be
20 the next ones. They'll be worse than our children, and it
21 really hurt my heart. Because I know if we never try to do
22 something, our grandchildren will be worse than our children.
23 My children were drunkards, but I'm glad some of them quit
24 drinking. It sure is true that these people talk about it.
25 It really hurts. And ever since I start praying about it,
26 and when they had those youth center, I was thankful because
27 they try to help those youth to keep them away from the
28 alcoholism and marijuana, too. And I was really thankful for
29 that. Anything.....And when I hear about this I really want
30 to come because even just coming in here that shows that I am
31 againsting it and tell you the truth that we are hurting
32 inside because we love our children, our relatives, our
33 cousins children, our grandchildren, we love them so much, we
34 don't want them to have that kind of thing that hurt their
35 body.
36 o
37 When I was little girl back in 1918 we heard that there's a
.38 big flu coming this way. And so many people died. And people
39 around here start praying, they don't want that flu to come
40 here because they gonna die, leaving just children. And I
41 remembered; those people really prayed for it. And it never
42 get here. The Lord answered their prayers and that flu never
43 come around. And there's nothing that is too hard for the
44 Lord if we only pray earnestly from our heart and do ’
45 something; that really will work out. I know the Lord will
46 really help us. And it really hurt to see other people when
47 they lost their loved one, young people that are not sick.
48 It's terrible. I'm glad I can be able to say few words to
49 say that I'm againsting it.
50
51 Unidentified Person: (In Ifiupiagq) When people are slow
52 about speaking up about an issue for which we are meeting, I
53 never thought much of them. And so I have come up to speak
Anti-Alcohol Abuse Meeting _ Page 9




yery quickly so I won't'be like that. When people'are slow

1
2 ‘about speaking up, it isn't very complimentary
3
4 Right now, as I enter my old age, I began to travel a lot in
' 5 many villages everywhere. From the beginning, this topic of
6 alcoholism.... we never held meeting-about it in my hometown
7 because it wasn't there. When I became aware of life, I
8 don't remember seeing anyone inebriated with alcohol. It was
9 only very recently that I ‘became. involved when these people
10 were gathering signature. Mr.:- (Harold) Beck got us started -
11 because he didn't like what it was ‘doing to us in this :
.12 - village. ‘He felt bad that in the future if the young people
13  became ensnared in alcohol problems, -and he asked us to fight
against it. When these women were walklng house to house
15 soliciting.signatures against alcohol; I too signed the
16 ~ petition because I felt strongly’against it. We won once. 1I
17 moved to Kotzebue in 1963. When my aunt Mary Curtis, Lena
18 Sours' older sister, heard about certain issues that people
19 want to meet about, would come to me. That's when we still
20 lived down there, before our homes were built up there. And
21 after we moved to our new homes up there, she was also one of
22 my neighbors. It seemed that we were together in things.
23 She always made sure that I knew about these issues that
24 people wanted to meet about.
25 : ’ . ‘
26 These women who were flrst in Kotzebue have told the truth.
27 They have told the truth. There were very few people in
28 Kotzebue. There were hardly any white people and no blacks.
29 There were just a few'white’people. "We never saw any drunk
30 people staggering around, but it is true that when they found
31 out that some people want to establish public places to sell
.32 alcohol, it was the few white people whose sole purpose was
33 to make money from the local people. - I know what they did,
34 because I was among them. And ever since we lost, I have
35 signed petitions a couple times. We signed petitions, but we
36 lost anyway. After we lost the last time, we just kind of
37 forgot about it after that. I was siding with the
38 petitioners because I was against alcohol, and I am afraid of
39 drunks. Even when I see drunks on TV or see someone
40 staggering around on the streets out there, I just get up and
41 lock my doors so they won't come into my house. I, an old .
42 lady, am afraid. And my grandchildren and my children are.
43 also big drunks. I never liked that. :
44 B ' '
45 This morning I talked about it. It is not good for anybody.
46 We have lost many people because of it. Some healthy young
47 person just cuts short his life, he could have lived much
48 longer than us, but they don't care about their life any more
49 and commit suicide. And there's marijuana in any village,
50 and there are also drunks. It rots and kills the brains out
.51 of our young people. That's how our young people die. It is
52 very bad, and you people who work with alcohollsm are doing
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1 good work. It is good for us not to have it all the time to
2 our grandkids. Great-great -kids.
3 .
4 It is not good. for any of our students. Our authorities are
5 also against it and have tried to be rid of it for the sake
6 of our children. And we, here, are gathered because of the
7 problems we have because of alcohol and drug abuse. Then why
8 are you so slow about talking about these things? Nothing is
9 too hard for the Lord. We can glve all our problems to him.
10 Not adding anything to it, but give it all to him, then he'll
11 have mercy on us and answer our prayers. ‘And it will happen
12 accordlng to our prayers. - I
13 ' ’ '
14 Our prev1ous generations prayed the alcohol away. But today
15 we are acting like a bunch of sleepy people,.and we thank
16 those of you who have gathered us here to talk about these
17 things. (In English) I was so thankful when they called me,
18 too. I never even eat my lunch. There's lunch for me, all
19  right, but I want to go to this meeting. 'Cause I never been
20 to an alcoholism meeting. Boy! If this..... (Reverting to
21 Ifiupiagq) If somehow we could stop people from buying alcohol
.22 from a package store, then they wouldn't be able to get it.
23 And if somehow we are unable to do that, we could shorten the
24 business hours for alcoholic stores. It is really a bad
25 feeling when some people from other villages die from alcohol
26 related deaths and you know it's your town that provides a
27 business place where alcohol is sold. It feels the same way
28 when they drown or freeze or are raped or become just plain
29 helpless. It is also a sad feeling when you have to treat an
30 alcoholic person until he gets well, and a lot of times I
31 want to tell their parents about it, but I keep it all to
32 myself. And then sometimes they die without their parents
33 being told beforehand.
34
35 And the other companion to the alcohol is marijuana, even
36 though it sounds less in the news now-a-days, even though we
37 hear about it in other places, too. This really compounds
38 whatever sickness that a person has and puts their life at
39 risk. And that's everywhere.
40 ’
41 And these people who are trying to administer business
42 according to our wishes, and we.......... You know that they
43 want to base their arguments according to what we say so they
44 could write that these are the wishes of the elders. I hope
45 that they will be able to say that we are all of one mind
46 when it comes to alcohol at that time when they are writing.
47 . '
48 For our grandchildren and our own children, they are telling
49 you the truth. I also love my grandchildren very much,
50 including my own children. I don't have as many children as
51 some of you, just three of them. But the two younger ones
52 and all of my grandchildren are mired into a lot of alcohol
53 consumption. But even so, it is good for us to fight against
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alcohol and when we pray aboutdit.things»oah happen-becaase

1
2 God hears and answers our prayers. There are many times when
3 I have prayed about alcohol and knew that I was helped. God
4 is capable, even to fixing very difficult situations. Even
5 when a b1g judge has -pronounced his judgement as long as we
6 are of one mind about an issue, ‘there is nothing too ... . .-
7 . difficult for God and he will work for us according to our
8 prayers. He will certainly bless us. Even if we use all
9 kinds of verbiage to a certain person, it doesn't do any
10 good. We actually are working for- ourselves and are
11 accountable for what we say and do.:: But if we pray about 1t
‘12 ~ and tell God about our concerns from our hearts, he does
13 © answer prayers. : O A : , ‘
14 : N , ;.'_a ’ _ -
15 There are also many other people.a”Lahave‘said a lot all
16 ready. - ’
17 .
18 Unidentified Person: (Spoken in Engllsh ) My name is
19 . I am from Selawik. And I lived here for three
20 years. And durlng my generation we start to see alcohol come
21 .into the region, you know. ' First, there was home brew. Then
22 there was liquor. But it wasn't as much as it was as today,
23 you know. * You go to a funeral, and it seems like who died is
24 getting younger and younger. .- Long time ago when I was
25 growing up, I say, 70 to 80 per cent it was an older person
26 who died of natural causes. Person who just died because
27 they were sick or because they lived a long time. Now-a-days
28 it's our young people who are dying. And it really ,
29 contributes to the family as Anna Lena was saying, it breaks
30 up homes. I was fortunate to come from a religious family
31 although we had drinking in our family. We had couple
32 suicides in our family. It's hard, you know. You try to put
33 it behind you and try to forget it, but you have to open it
34 ° up so that you can help somebody. You know, alcohol
35 will....... '~ It's been around, but as the elders were
36 saying, we can hold hands and take it out. Our young people
37 need this; we need you elders. We thank you for being here.
38 And as I was looking around the room, I see young people. I
39 consider myself young. I consider Rachel Craig young,
40 everybody here. You know, it would be so neat fifty years
41 from now if all of us young people would be sitting here just
like they are right now. How beautiful they look. How
43 beautiful they look. It's hard, this alcoholic money making
44 business. I guesstimate at least 10,000 is made each month
45 if you want to look at it statlstlcally, you know, sad to
46 say. Ten thousand each month of our hard earned money of our
47 youth, hard earned money is going just for one entertainment
48 which takes away our spirituality, our physical, so many
49 original young people. I look at young people using drugs
50 and its just as worse as booze, too. And I always hear,
51 people always saying, well, one is better than the other.
52 They're not; they're both the same. They're both physical
53 hurt to our body. Young people, you know. As I said, as I
| - . _
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look around the room I wish I could envision us all just like

1

2 these elders. They look so beautiful. So that we can tell

3 our generations, so we can tell our kids' kids' kids, you

4 know. It is hard, but, with hold hands, with honesty, and

5 never quitting, going forward, not looking back. We look

6 back and we see how it is. Just keep going. We can do it.

7 We can do it. Thank you.

8 . . »

9 Rachel Craig: (In English) I can try this time for a short
© 10 while. My name is Rachel Craig. ' I'm director of the Ifiupiaq
11 Materials Development Center in the Northwest Arctic School

12 District. And I've worked with the elders since we started
13 having elders conferences in 1976. And they're still telling
14 the same story, only I notice that their bodies are getting
15 weaker, there's more a desperation in the sound of their
16 voice. They're just physically getting tired of this problem
17 that they've been talking about for several years.
18 . o .
19 Unidentified Person: I think we need to start thinking not
20 only of being against alcohol, we need to start thinking of
21 ways to occupy our young people's time. They need to burn
22 off energy. Young people have a lot of energy. We need to
23 get creative, have brainstorming sessions on how to get our
24 young people hooked on to something else and away from
25 self-destructing with alcohol and marijuana. I know harping
26 at them at home doesn't help that much. I think when their
27 body craves it, they just start sneaking. It just makes them
28 sneaky. So hard words to our young people aren't going to
29 stop them from using that. We have to look at our approach.
30 I think we need to take a hard look at our approach. We
31 think we can be tough like the white people. That's their
32 way of life. But when I was growing up, my family didn't
© 33 raise me that way. Well, they were strict in certain areas,
34 but they weren't hard. And I think that's why I can't stand
35 people who argue. I can't stand people who are drinking.
36 And when I think of my growing up years, I didn't know I was
37 so lucky to have such a secure home where we went to bed with
38 no problem and took it for granted that our folks would take
39 care of us through the night and send us off to school in the
40 morning. I knew there were some families who weren't like
41 that, but there were very few. But today, gosh, almost in
42 every home somebody is having problems one way or another,
43 even in my home. And one of the things that I think is the
44 matter with it is that the drinking age, the legal drinking
45 age, is too young. Those nineteen year olds have seventeen
46 year old friends and so they buy for the younger ones, you
47 know. And so we have a lot of kids that are under age and
48 they're alcoholics all ready. We gotta do something about
49 that. They won't tell who got them the liquor for them. And
50 there you sit and wonder, where's my kid? I hope he doesn't
51 drink tonight. We gotta, we gotta.......Instead of always
52 just talking about the misery of drinking we gotta turn our
53 heads around and start thinking. What can we do? What money
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can we tap? Who can help us?- What can we plan to put their

1
2 energies, get them hooked on to somethlng positive instead of
3 tself-destructlng. I know when you're young and your kids are
4 young you think you have problems. Ladies, if your kids are
5 young, enjoy them. Enjoy them. Because once they grow up
6 and they get pressured by peer pressure no matter how well -
7 you try to raise them, they'll be caught in that web, which
8 is one of the reasons why I sent my kid away again to go to
9 . school some place else. Away from this environment because
10 we had a talk, and he said, "Mom, I just can't deal with it.
- 11 There's too much pressure." And I know there's lots of other
12 families, lots of other kids like that. They don't want to
13 be like that, but they re caught 1n that web. “We gotta do
14 .something.. )
15
16
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Record Two: Juvenile Delingquency

This translation is taken from a regional Elders Conference staged
in 1987. The participants who speak in this portion are residents
of Kivalina and Kotzebue. This passage focuses on perceived rifts
between youth and elders and contrast contemporary life with late-
traditional life as recollected by elders. The context for the
passage is "caring" and entails interpersonal behavior as well as
generosity.

‘Lines 15-28, page 2: formal action by local authorities to ensure

generosity and support for the infirm or weak is emphasized.

Lines 38-49, page 2: here statements supporting the ethic of
generosity are couched in terms of personal experlence as an
orphan; as the passage illustrates, personal experience is
typically used by elders to convey advocacy statements or to
describe proper behav1or.

Lines 24-30, page 3: the transition to contemporary life and the
ensuing commoditization of value is highlighted.

Lines 32-39, page 3: conflict avoidance is highlighted as a
positive virtue. .

Lines 49-53, page 4 and lines 1-5, page 5: here generosity was not
"voluntary" but the distribution of food was nonetheless
acceptable. .

Lines 44-53, page 5 and lines 1-5, page 6: the general statements
about generosity now lead up to concrete statements about anti-
social behavior. The slow evolution of a "focus" or concluding
point is a customary Ifiupiaq narrative style.
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

TAPE NO: 78-07, 1987 Reglonal Elders Conference

SPEAKEﬁSf‘iClinton Swan". . Elwood ‘Hunnicutt
' Daniel'Foster , . Lena Sours

_ Transcrlber' RaChel Sherman-f
Translator. Lydla Curtls

-Someone;already talkedaabodt your ancestors who helped each
other in daily living. - When I became of age where I remember -

my experience at Kivalina and along the coast, I noticed that
people lived by helping each other. When the city council

were formed and when- people found out about a helpless widow.

The city council were set up to help the v111ages w1th any

. problem encountered in dally 11v1ng.

When they were a strong counc11 they- enforced the laws and
rules set up for the v1llagers.» By enforcing these laws, the

._counc1l remained. strong. That's how they were across there
" (Kivalina) when I was young. They didn't have only men for

counc11. They had women as members too.

I've seen wlth my own eyes in those days when they reallzed
that someone had no hunter, ‘such as'a w1dow, they took ‘a sled
and went house to house for donatlons.

When I got. married I was told by my relatives and my

-w1fe/parents ‘that everyone are not alike. For’ example my
'~ brother raise his family his way and I raise my family my

way. In my brother famlly, hls k1ds are not alike.

Some klds are lov1ng and carlng, some don't care, some 1lstenﬂ

at all, some are helpful ‘some -are lazy.

My wifevsvparent5<treated me_llke the1r,oWn,son.- The adviceA

*”they use was passed on to me so that I could use it. They
~told me I would see a widow's and orphans. When an orphan

comes intc your® house" you . feed her or. h1m. Ivam an orphan

“myself and know how they feel.i_

NE.When I went 1nto soméonié's house,'firStTthing:I_notice are .
.. their eyes. Some eyes are sharp; no friendliness about them.
-’ When- you are an- orphan whatever . you do, you work just so you “

w.fz;.,,could eat. When you go into someone's house and they smile

T Tat you, are friendly and are willing to feed you, that feels
so comfortlng. Always remember that. ' :

Also remember thls. When you go hunt and come home with
something meat, don't bring the meat into the house, put 1t
outs1de so you could share it w1th others. When women comes
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by to get some, let youf‘wifé giQe them. If they took all

1
2 the meat that's okay, because their is still a lot of game on
3 this land. Whenever you share of what you caught you'll get
4 even more back. This is still right today. Also when you
5 have a lot of food in your cache and when you know that
6 someone needs food, giving stingily or give them the bad part
7 or skinny meat that is not right at all. If you are saving
8 the good or fat part of the meat for yourself that is not
9 right. You should always give the best and fattest part of
10 the meat to the widow or orphan. All these advice I've heard
11 I tried my best to use and happily pass on. My wife and I
12 are not stingy with our food. I don't know how many times
13 they took all our meat but, we didn't say anything. Sometimes
14 my wife's mother would scold her why don't you get yourself
15 pieces of meat to cook first before you give all your meat
16 away. When I hear an advice from the Elders don't let it go
17 out the other ear.
18
19 Also when you know someone who is poor you don't ask what do
20 you need, you just give them what you have. Caring and
21 loving is not asking what do you need. I remembered that
22 too.
23 ' ‘ .
24 In the Elders days everyone use to be loving, caring, sharing
25 and all that is passed on to me. Ever since the white man
26 cause it their money and way of living it's like a dark cloud
27 covered the sunny beautiful weather. You're heard the elders
28 say long ago use to be smooth living. Now we can't find help
29 without paying someone with money. Most people can't go
30 without money now a days.
31
32 ELWOOD HUNNICUTT: My name is Uyaan. I'm not originally from
33 Kotzebue, but I've settle down here in Kotzebue with my
34 family. The people before me already talked about everything
35 I know. But, I would like to talk about my experiences I
36 had. I don't like to go against anybody. My relatives
37 advice me, that if someone is mad at me don't go against him.
38 Just leave him alone. He will get good and be friendlier to
39 you. :
40 : :
41 The person before me told of belng hungry. When you are
42 hungry and you enter into someone's house they don't want to
43 feed you, you would go into someone else's house. When you
44 enter into someone's house who is willing to feed you, you
45 would be so thankful.
46 : -
47° I never use all the advice that I heard. But, there'll come
48 a time when you should use the advice. 1I'll tell you my you
49 experience of that. I was told when I became a young man
50 ready to hunt for my food, the first game of each season I
51 should give it all to some who needs it. When someone help
52 work on the game you caught, give them however much they
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1 want. Every time you go hunt and come back with a game,
2 people will always be willing,to‘help you.
3
4 So whenever I get my first ugruk I don't give a piece awvay, I
5 give the whole ugruk away, and I would always give one to my
6 aunt. The loving and caring they talked about and how it
7 works, I would like to talk a little about it. In the spring
8 when the ice begins breaking up, almost everyone would be low
9 on food. There were no electric freezers then. The men
10 would begin getting ready to go out to the ocean to hunt for
11 ugruk seal, walrus, siisuaq etc. Right as soon as the ice
12 is all broken up the men would take off toward the ocean.
13 Use to work at the school, so it took me longer to get ready
14 for the hunt. While I was preparing for the hunt most of the_
15 ice would: be gone.
16
17 When I was all ready -~ I would go up on a hill to check the
18 ice condltlon towards Sesuallk and towards the ocean.
19
20 When it was good,,I took my son and some else with me and
21 headed towards the ocean. When there's hardly any ice on the
22 ocean the waves are big. The waves were too big to anchor so
23 we headed towards Nuvuguraq. When we got there a boat came
24 with two ugruuks in his boat. They told us that over at.
.25 Itiptigvik there was pieces of ice. We took off towards that.
26 place right away. When we got there, there was pleces of ice
27 at the point and all along the shore. As we were moving -
28 - along we almost passed a ugruk on a piece of ‘ice. When we
29 got to the ice the ugruuk was on the ugruuk turned over on
30 one side and waved his flipper this way. First time I saw
31 and ugruuk do that. When my son and Tulugaaq went on the ice
32 the ugruuk turned to the other side and did this. When they
33 shot him. They cleaned out thls guts and put it in the boat.
34
35 Later that evenlng we. had caught 11 ugruks. Wlthout sleeplng,‘
36 we headed towards home. " ’
37
38 When we got home there was a lot of ice mov1ng in front. It
39 was going to be hard with a heavy load to get to the shore.
40 I saw a big piece.coming down, there was no ice behind it.
41  So I backed up a ways with full speed I went right behind it.
42-,_But I didn't pull my motor. up fast. enough the shaft hit the .
43 ice and broke. And we just went as far as on the pile of ice -
44 that was moving. I had put the 18 horse motor by the blg
45Mavmotor for emergency.y
46 - g e ' s
47 That's what we ‘had-to’ use ‘in the mlddle of the mov1ng ice.
48
49 .~ When we got in front of the Wren ‘building there was a lot of
50 people and tourist. They threw a rope out to us. They all
51 'pulled us up on ice but water started coming into the boat so
52 we had to push back out. The next time they pulled us on a
53 piece of ice. The Ifiupiaq people started putting the ugruuks
- Juvenile Delinquency ‘ DR - : . Page 4
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and loading on to someone's car. While I was putting my

1
2 stuff together in the boat I noticed there was hardly anyone
3 around. I found out they were working on the ugruuks and
4 taking some home. I didn't say anything I was just happy
5 they could have something to eat.
6
7 When I went out the second time I got more then the first
8 time and it didn't take as long as the first time. When you -
9. share with the first catch of game you will get double catch
10 of game the second time and that is what I found out myself.
11 Also that is what my grandfather told me. Every time I come
12 back I came back from a hunt, people would meet me. I would
13 tell them save me a part and take the rest. They were so
14 happy. o
15 - .
16 (I think his saying the same thing in the next story)
17 ' :
18 DANIEL FOSTER: My name is Kunaak, I came from Kobuk River but
19 I'm originally from Buckland my father is from Buckland. My
20 grandfather told me about caring for other people. I never
21 went to school. I remember at the church they talked about
22 helping the poor in the village. There were some young
23 couples living in old houses and had no food. We decided to
24 go around house to house getting donation.
25 . :
26 Loving and caring for each other I notice everyone does it
27 everywhere (?).
28 :
29 I would like to tell you about who is loving and caring.
30 Many years ago I went to my friends funeral. We grew up
31 together. Just as the funeral started I walked in the
32 church. They were saying he was always loving and caring
33 person He would look for people who are in need of help.
34 When a person who are on needed ice, wood, meat etc., he
35 would get it for them. :
36 ' '
37 During the funeral one of the relatives started hearing bell
38 ringing an a child singing above us. We didn't hear
39 anythlng. He his face looked white and she got scared and
40 left. Loving and carlng for each others is the most
41 meanlngful thlng. '
42 :
43 LENA SOURS: My name is Suuyuk, I'm from Kotzebue. I was born
44 1892. As a young child I remember the people being real
45 strict. When a woman gossips and makes trouble for another
46 people in the Community and after warning her what would
47 happen. They would finally (?.......)
48
49 I've heard a lot of advice but his is so powerful and scary.
50 These were the kind of people that were long before most
51 people's time. They wouldn't hear about the troubles maker
52 from another person it would come to there attention and
53 right then they would decide what to do with him or her.
Juvenile Delinquency : Page 5




Also when they know of a’thiefvthey would let that person

1
2 know he or she is not'wanted\around."Now a days it's
'3 different. There is a lot of stealing all the time. People
4 don't treat each other like long time ago. I'm always
5 adv131ng my children, grandchlldren etc.-- S
6 .
7 I want them to know what  is rlght and what is wrong my
8 husband id not a- scolding person. Sometime he would tell me
9 Suuyuk one of these days one of your kids will get back at
10 you for scolding so much. You've heard a lot of a person
11  killing another person just to steal. Most people today
12 don't worry about hunting for there food or worry about the
13 . future or live the trad1t10nal ways.u
14 ‘
15 As long as I could remember people use to care for each
16 other. :
17
18 When it was time to move to Sealing P01nt we all made sure
19 that everyone cold make it to Sealing Point. If someone
20 needed dogs we give them dogs. If an old couple only had a
21 daughter to help we a11 help that couple. (?...........,)
22
23 (I couldn't really understand about a Schaeffer)
24
25  RACHEL GREGG: where d;d your ancestors»hear about all the
26  advice? : : _ : R : : o
27
28 LENA: I don't really know where they heard from. But they
29 knew a lot of things; for instance, what the weather w111 be
30 that day. I knew they were very honest people..»'
31
Juvenile Delinquency - o T Page 6
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Record Three: Regional Elders Councilkueeting

This long record dating- from 1986 covers numerous subjects,
including results of a Barrow Elders Conference, Ifiupiaq values,
Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat, family roles, leadership by elders, the Inuit
Circumpolar Conference, the formation of the Northwest Arctic
Borough, the social rehabilitation program (Sivuniigvik), Maniilaq
Association services and funding, NANA Corporation, IRAs, the
Advisory Fish and Game Committee, and subsistence in general.

Line 7, page 3 to line 40, page 7: review of Barrow Elders
Conference supplied by delegates to that meeting from the region.
The elders who served as delegates discussed the themes of
traditional wvalues, local efforts (such as Ifupiat Ilitqusiat)
which were described to North Slope elders, and leadership.

Line 42, page 7 to line 10, page 8: an eloquent summary of one
elder's view of Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat.

Line 4, page 9 to line 18, page 10: initial discussion of IRAs and
traditional council governance, which 1is amplified in 1later
passages (below).

Line 49, page 12 to 1line 21, page 16: discussion of Inuit
Circumpolar Conference plans.

Line 46, page 16 to line 34, page 22: discussion of the formation
of the Northwest Arctic Borough and avenues for representation on
the Assembly.

Line 36, page 22 to line 8, page 24: discussion of Red Dog mine
and Cominco, with reference to Cominco's operations in Greenland.

Line 32, page 24 to line 19, page 29: description of current
Maniilaq Association services and funding.

Line 26, page 29 to line 31, page 38: discussion of the social
rehabilitation program (Camp Sivuniigvik).

Line 26, page 42 to line 50, - page 45: description of NANA
Corporatlon act1v1t1es and plans. :

Line 44, page 47 to line 25, page 55: discussion of background and

powers of Indian Reorganlzation Act (IRA) councils.

Linew4o, page 55 to line 11, page»62: report from the Local

‘Advisory Fish and Game Committee, merging with a general discussion

of subsistence practices and competitive and regulatory dilemmas

’1n the region.

Line 13, page 62 to line 26,_page 68: discussion of subsistence
dilemmas and practices that would socialize youth and prevent
conflicts, interwoven with comments about regulation and policy.

Regional Elders Council Meeting | : Page 1




"Line 26, page 68 to 1ine 36; 'page_ 70: . Regional ' Elders

Coordlnator s report.

Line 40, page 70 to 11ne 12, page 73. dlscusslon of regional youth
~activities associated with Camp Slvunllgv1k and dorm students at
“the Unlver51ty of Alaska.

'Regional Elders Council Meeting " page 2
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REGIONAL ELDERS COUNCIL MEETING

1
2 7/24/86
3 . Kotzebue, AK
2 v
5 (Translation by Bertha Jennings and Rachel Craig)
6
7 BILLY SHELDON: Yesterday at a planning meeting, we discussed
8 the topic of our concerns as elders. When Robert Newlin and
9 Reggie Joule join us this will be explained in greater
10 detail. Does anyone have anything to say?
11 .
12 We'll take a break.
13 :
14 Today, what remains on our agenda is a report: Mildred
15 (Sage) and I were delegates to attend the Barrow Elders
16 Conference in Barrow. We took part of their meetings for two
17 days. There were many elders who participated; they are
18 fortunate in having a large number elder residents. We'll
19 listen to Mildred's report.
20 ' »
21 MILDRED SAGE: I have notes (in parts) for the times I could
22 write. My report will be reflecting that. I am happy that
23 we were invited as participants. Taikuu. Billy and I did
24 . not know just what we were getting into: We were most
25 uncertain about the themes which we would talk on. They
26 erased what fears we had and took us 'in "all the way." June
27 26, we began with introductions of the candidates for
28 governor. Ten minute discussions were held instead of a
29 caucus; that's how the meeting began. Then we were broken
30 into groups. The topic of the meeting was: FAMILY ROLES &
31 RULES. Ross Ahngasak voiced his concern on alcohol. Banning
32 alcohol shouldn't involve just Ifiupiag voters; why couldn't
33 Caucasians, etc., have a vote also? Our main speaker was the
34  young Ronald Brower. He was our facilitator on the topic
35 FAMILY ROLES & RULES. '
36 - ,
37 Waldo Bodfish, Sr., of Wainwright, Elder-in-charge, said:
38 Contrast on llfestyle exists today between the young people
39 and our elderly population. Today as we've come to
40 understand the lifestyle of the Ifiupiaq, our lives as elders
41 have continued with respect to these values, and nurtured in
42 our mind and daily life. With our youth and their lifestyle
43 - . today, present influences are derived from their differing
44. philosophy and expériences. :
45 ~ Also, Walter Akpik of Atkasuk, elder-ln—charge, spoke about
46 ~stealing.. We must respect all property and should not
47 . destroy what isn't ours. :
48 :
495,_From Kaktugvik (Barter Island) elder James Nageak spoke. So
50 did Perry-Akuutchuk, saying: We must remember the teachings
51 of our parents as our living standard to remember their word.
52 It's of utmost importance for each of us to talk of our
53 ideas; dwelling upon the ideal in enhancing a deeper sense of
Regional Elders Council Meeting Page 3




life. Information must be paSsed on to the YOunger »
generation even though they may act as if the wisdom of our

them:. While our children are very small, talk to them, and
good beginning..

An Elder from Nuigsut, Terza Hopson, said: Our younger
generation has a lifestyle from two worlds. White Man

10 principles on one side and Eskimo Way of living on the other.
11 That's their lifestyle today. Long ago men taught boys and
12 women taught the girls. In the morning, parents communicated
13 with their children, their goals for their children that day.
14 These were elaborated. As children are nurtured in firm

15  upbringing, they are learning a living and dynamic standard
16 for which to grow, to be reaped later in life.

WONOAN L WN R

18 Also Elder-in-charge of P01nt Hope, Patrick Attungana, said:
19 In addition to the topic of discussions from previous

20 speakers being reinforced, he further spoke on this issue:
21 An individual reflects his/her upbringing when they mature-
22 into adulthood. Their values and standard of behavior as
23  measured by their upbringing is a reflection of their ideal
24 mental attitude development as previous consideration given
25 of self, home, parents, and spiritual background for each
26 1nd1v1dual as being of utmost importance on grown ups.

27 Dorcus Tagruk of Point Lay didn't speak long. Anaktuvuk Pass
28 elder Dora ' , Sister of the late Amos Morey, an

29 outspoken man, since her brother's death she has begun the
30 habit of trying to voice her thought in talking, too. She
31 . said she grieves the loss of her brother. -

33  Billy spoke about each representative from a village

34 part1c1pat1ng on the discussions. Focus of his talk was on
35. the Ifupiaq Values, 1nc1ud1ng our Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat Summer
36 Youth Program at Siviunniigvik, where different groups

37 complete a summer with mostly Ifiupiaqg Values teachlng and
38 'Inuplat Ilitqusiat are major topics of their coming

39  _activities. He also spoke that a child who is loved, w111

40 .love the. peoplegtoo either as:.a.child or as an: adult.
41 - Respect for Elders, consideration for their elders
4243,re1nforced, you cannot abuse the elders' Splrlt.'

44 We found out that they didn't have Inuplat Illtqu51at program
'(at North Slope).:: Theynwould very much like to endorse the-

e

fIﬁupiaq Values, too.uw

49 . We (who-are in- the-NANA region) often put little empha51s on.
50 - our village reports, especially when we talk of the various -
51 difficulties we face. Yet,. as I listened to these speakers,
52 I concluded: "We are so much better off." Because we have
53 reglonal leaders and officers of our village and elders are

Regional Elders Couricil Meetiug'«--"»d'_= R Page 4
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teachings go unheard, seem unclear, remote or impractical to '

take them to church with you. Foundatlon built this way is a

n fact, a woman who ate with us trled._,
" to*elaborate on her understandlng of the Values. The villages
48 do not have a chairman in their village elder organizations.
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members at the regional elders council and it helps us to

1l
2 communicate with one another. This is wonderful that we have
3 organized. I have heard that they want to organize also like
4 we have. : -
5
6 After Billy talked about Respect for Elders, he explained
7 Spirituality, Knowledge of Family Tree, Humility, old people
8 not to be proud, and he covered all the Values. Billy
9 emphasized Respect for Elders. He also spoke about alcohol
10 and drug abuse and its ill-inducing properties in our 1lives.
11 He spoke of how our inner self shows Humor, under any
12 circumstances. Hard work, vandalism, sharing, self-control,
13 pain caused to one another. Respect for others and their
14 . properties should not be destroyed. Working well together
15 should be encouraged. Untruths should not be uttered because
16 it breeds the opposite of trustworthiness.
17 '
18 At the high school, the bleachers were full of people who
19 quietly listened. This was real interesting to them. It was
20 the first time that they had heard of this kind of talk on
21 Values. They really were interested in what Billy had to
22 say. -
23 ' : v
24 Self-love. Love yourself as a person, not killing. When a
25 person considers first his respect to self, it shows in his
26 love for himself and it's easier on his motive to love others
‘27 as well. Reverence for life and thankfulness is prevalent.
28 Knowledge of love. v
29
30 July 27 to August 3.
31 : ’ ' :
32 We invited the elders to Kotzebue. Weather permitting, they
33 plan to be here. Billy covered many things in his talk, but
34 my report isn't extensive. In consideration of our time,
35 I've rushed through it.
36
37 Ronald Brower, a very young man remained as our facilitator.
38 We were told by Billy how the elders functions had been
39 established here. It is where the Eskimo language is spoken.
40 Questions when asked are answered. Ross Ahngasak former
41 member of the City Council, said that when issues were
42 presented to the Council, it was not disregarded. From the
43 floor, there was a questlon: "How can we improve the current
44 situation?" Ross spoke the standard operating procedure he
45 had experienced as a member of the City Council. Today,
46 members.are.young. - Middle age or older should be recruited
47.  to join, too. Another question was on Native City Council.
48 Minors who break the law, however small, was addressed by
49 - Billy with NANA. "How could they start a program replicating
‘50 -it?" " -Henry Nasagniq answered: This change cannot be
51 expected overnight, but "keep at it;" then you can accomplish
52 your goal. Then another person spoke, that a young person in
53 a local council, participating at the elders council, was
Regional Elders Council Meeting Page 5




approved.- Billy's report was a good beginning. Chairperson -
Charlie Brower, Traditional Council. (I couldn't understand
some of the speakers who were a long way from me. I'm even
having difficulty understanding_my,writing.) Today I see the
re-emergence of Traditional Councils through the Inuit

" Circumpolar Conference. . If elders take minor cases upon
themselves, it would be like the takeover of NANA here.

" Large problems then could be referred to the State and
Federal government. They like your process.

CONRUIAWN R

11 Talk by Uyagak: We. don't like the condition in our homeland.
12 We do not sell caribou or-when we do we break the Federal and
13 State law. The same rule applies to illegal selling of

14 alcohol. We talked about our concerns on the status of

15 alcohol. Sivunniigv1k camp was mentioned in my report

16 earlier. sadie Niaquq, long-time magistrate of Barrow, also
17 talked about the: strength of our Traditional Ifiupiaq Counc11
18 . and how we utilized the presence of the Church. Other .
19 ‘organizations were formed; parents really reared their

20 children exceptionally well, following the regulations

21 enforced by the Councilmen. That's not the case today

22 because of the changes. - Clerk borough, on local rules for
23 City of Barrow, are resembling the State rules for Alaska.
24 We want to correct what?is»wrongg‘,Police force, for the

25 first time, we were invited to join in with them. They were
.26 ' ecstatic to become partners with IfAupiaq Elders in their

27 work. . It intrigued their interest when they discovered the
- 28 .lifestyle of our Elders.- "Like that." Tommy Brower,

29 President of ICC Elders Conference, w111 be in when 1t'

- 30 time.. : v v v

32  I've skipped over my report but. here with the Elders. When
33 they were selecting ICC delegates, Sadie Niaquq, Tommy '
34 Brower, and Waldo Bodfish, Sr., were named. They'1l1l

35 represent the Ccity of Barrow.. Upon their arrival they'll
‘36 ]Oln 1n with the other elders. :

37 ' ’ . ’

38 I've reported in a jumbled fashion, skipping around from mny
39  notes. Billy could bring up what I didn't talk about.

41 fFamily roles." We went to Wainwright because our host had
42, planned on attending the’ Wainwright Whaling Feast. On’

'*43;,!Saturday, after meetings were over, we had a waiting time

44 .before our departure; his- wife -remained because she didn't
’ want to leave’us.. SO we planned on travelling on a- charter
; Y. _ i thout -notifying-our sponsors at

. We, heard a’ person saying their mother used to tell

of Canada..,- ‘When her relative married a man from Alaska, she
‘moved. here: “A-sister of Canada married a Caucasian. Their
_mother thought of her daughter a lot. Their aunt was -

- 'Mamayuaq (Mamie Reich). .. I"told her that Mamie had children
‘._liv1ng at Kotzebue and Anchorage.m For the first time they

’Regional Elders Council Meeting S - : - Page 6
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heard about a relative from their mother's family tree. They
will be coming here, too, to visit their relatives here.
Because we fail to focus and: talk about our family roles,
many families don't know each other. That's the truth; it's
the way of life.

BILLY SHELDON: They asked how we organized ourselves. I
told them if we had time I could address it tomorrow. Time
was given to talk about how in the villages and regional

"level how the elders councils are governed here. How we are

organized. They talked about how well they liked our systemn.
They were happy that MIldred and I were there at Barrow
participating in their Elders Conference.

They are challenged'in facing the difficulties youth face
today. They are not organized in their villages, neither do
they meet like we do. They said: Once in the summer, they

- take the elders who are interested on a trip. The well-to-do

elders want to replicate our program. They showed interest
in what we do here in our organization. They do not lack
funds and I don't know how they'll act on their interest.
Does anyone have questions?

. MILDRED SAGE: We were well received They were a gracious

host. All we had to do was walk to the eating place from our
rooms. Sometimes as we are having breakfast, they arrive to
pick us up for breakfast. They transported us to our homes.
Transportation was well organized for all elders. We can
expect them here.

A VOICE (A. Wells?): 1I'm glad that both of you represented
us well. I'm interested in having Willie Hensley write a
letter of appreciation to Barrow. Let's reciprocate on
hospltallty when the Barrow Elders Conference participants
arrive. _

Plans to resolve conflict is on the agenda for a meeting

‘which Willie is going to attend for NANA with North Slope

Borough. Smiling and lovingly, I'm glad we were well

*5;rece1ved.

BILLY SHELDON.' In our 11ves, workidg w1th our youth for our

~villages, we work tirelessly,  yet, let's remember the

importance of our work. The attltude we manifest to Ifiupiat

. Ilitqusiat must continue even:after our lives end. Values .
"appllcation for our, leaders to continue so that our present

efforts will be fruitful. As parents and grandparents, their
concerns they voiced for us are remembered even when we

. choose the far-reaching consequences of disorder in our lives
. == all from making mistakes. By remembering the words of

wisdom stored deeply from our past e&perience, life unfolds

our deepest emotional patterns. Iﬁubiaq Values will be
remembered by our younger generation. Keeping us on the

|
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right path’of life. Even if our responsibilities are heavy,

let us be- encouraged to carry our work to the best of our

abilities. 1It's best to live this way. It's even difficult

to put into words. Perhaps a few young people will benefit.

That's good. for all of us. The guidance and support we show
“them that have been helpful to our youth is wonderful.

_ by hard work unless we stabilize our lives we cannot take
charge of our own minds, our emotlons, and our choices which
.10+ affect ourselves and our younger generatlon.

VNG S WN R

12 When the Sp1r1t Movement began and Rachel Craig began
13n»'exp1a1n1ng the Ifupiaqg Values, I began thinking that, "they
14 are not different from words found in the Holy Blble."

15 Examples given tells the’truth, by our forefathers who knew
16 not the skills of reading. 1It's their determination to work
17 . with their spirit of life and Inuplaq Values which awakened
18 w1th1n us our 1dea1 11festy1e. I'm talklng enough.

20 Does anyone else w1sh to brlng anythlng else up?

22 TRUMAN CLEVELAND' I thank»you both. You both have done

23 remarkably well as our elder representatives. This is the
24 truth which you reflect upon. I have a concern I wanted to
25 - bring up at this meeting. our leader tries to work with the
26 village elders, and it's hard when getting them to attend a
27  meeting. It is a heavy responsibility. Some elders do not
feel the same as we do in sharing with the younger

- generation, especially when: abuse of alcohol is prevalent.
Espec1ally when elders drink; it weakens these ties. If a
leader is strong, I feel we should have them as leaders for
as long as it's necessary. As we come to understand their
special gift in our role as, leaders, let's recognize this as
‘a lawful process. I chair the meeting for the Upper .Kobuk

they see the merits of jOlnlng the elders with younger people
as a positive and powerful force, they meet together. They
have large families -- lots.of children -- that's why we go
to meetings. :. But lots of people still disagree with each

o leaders is not possible. It was almost 12 midnight Sunday.
‘l‘jWe placed’ their questlon -on’ our meeting agenda. - But as

trylng to. .change attitudes with our
elayed- because of our younger

-years we've become aware of this fact. The younger leaders
‘communicate:with their . .age- group on how our organizatlon
should function. Even if we feel progressive, we lose out.
Let us assert our leadershlp as strong as we can as elders.
The Reglonal Counc1l has leaders, 1t's wonderful to hear :

Regional Elders Council Meeting sv ;,- .*_by S , 1Page’8-f

- Innumerable influences affect us, but-let's keep on. Because'

Parents and Elders.- I try 'to get them to meetings.- Beécause

other. ' The-: last time we met, one of them asked if replacing. gf
morning..~We set-our - next, meeting for Ambler on October 1oth. o

'uelectlons_are dlscusseq, I w1ll counsel them to pick an elder;f

”flfgenerationﬁwho have served as City Council members. For many o
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1 about the help we will be getting. Taikuu. The change we
2 want to bring about is now in our po&er. That's is all.
3 S . T D
4 BILLY SHELDON: It's wonderful to havé elders taking
5 - leadership in the City Council. Robert Newlin and I are
6 members of the Noorvik Traditional IRA Council as President
7 and Vice President. When we see that City Council is off _
8 base in their actions, we counsel each other. They listen to
9 the IRA, using patterns of our earlier strong traditional
10 village council as their goal to follow as their model. 1It's
11 very helpful when elders are active in correcting problems
12 faced by City Council business dominated by our younger
13 leaders. At Noorvik, when we began the Elders Council
14 organization, we had a combined meeting of the City Council,
15 IRA Council, and the School Board. Our village Elders
16 Councils are advisors. In the governing structure of our
17 villages, we have a voice. This has helped us find equity on
18 decision making. No one in a leadership position go against
19 the will of the Noorvik Elders. This helps everyone in
20 reaching a just and peaceful leadership for our village.
21 This is effective only when decision is reached equitably.
22 The Elders Council seems weak, because its as if the process
23 hasn't been discussed and clarified to become more powerful.
24 If we had this in writing, it would become easier to run our
25 villages and our way of life. The weakness felt by villages
26 could be strengthened in this way. Some villages have more
27 elders and have more volunteers. In some villages where
28 fewer elders reside, we discussed the advantages of .
29 recruiting anyone who is 55 years or older to join the
30 = village Elders Council. Use your discretion on this matter.
31 Let's be creative in finding solutions which will benefit our
32 Elders Council's growth and seek ways to strengthen them in
33 running smoother. Does anyone else wish to bring anything
34 up? I don't think that we'll be meeting too much longer.
35 v e _
36 ALFRED WELLS: In the tribal government law, the IRA should
37 have more power. You'll find this in the tribal government
38 law. Chester Ballot of the IRA government in the NANA region
39 is gathering data on this. He may have already done so.
40 They discussed having one representative each on the onset of
41 . organizing themselves. Perhaps the village does not
. understand. the power given to the IRA council. They do in
43 regard to the present status of our City Council. Actually
44 established status of the IRA is to give assistance to the
45 ° City Council-when asked. Long ago at Ambler when I was
46 identified as a chair-man of the district, Roland was asked
47 to be at our meeting. So that he could help explain the
48.. stronger power of the IRA from power of the City Council.
49 - Perhaps theée villages have no knowledge of this. If possible,
our helpers should address this so village people can
51 under-stand these two organizations' functions better.
Regional Elders Council Meeting . Page 9




BILLY SHELDON: IRA is powerful. Because their purpose is

1

2 self-determination for the villages. This has really made

3 things easier for us at our village. The advantage of the

4 elders council members being on the IRA council has been
-5 great for us at Noorvik.

6 . . : S ‘ o

7 MALE VOICE (A. Wells?): Regulations since the start could

8 revive strength‘to IRA Traditional Council. »

9 ' o

10 RACHEL CRAIG: I think there used to be a Tribal Operations
11 ' lady in Maniilaq, and she really knew a lot about IRAs and
12 she'd explain all that. 'Suzy Erlich also knows about the

13 powers of the Traditional IRA Councils.

14 _ .

15 ALFRED WELLS: Chester (Ballot), too.

16 v : _ '

17 BILLY SHELDON: Suzy or Chester, either one of them could

18 explain IRA Council status to us. What do you think?

19 g ) e :

20 RACHEL CRAIG: Suzy is on the agenda for tomorrow's. meetlng._j
21 She's gong to make a report on the museum, its financial

22 status and activities. You can ask her when she's give her
23 report. : :

24 . | : _ | ‘

25 BILLY SHELDON: .If you want either person to talk on this,
26 they w111 do it. . :

27

28 ALFRED WELLS: Perhaps . by addre551ng the problems of our

29 v1llages she would seek ways to help them set up strategies.
30

31 BILLY SHELDON. Each village probably have already selected
32 representatives. We have done so at Noorv1k and they will be
33 our representatlves. , :

34 ' " ' :

35 A VOICE: - I read thls.m It’had-a_big write-up in a newspaper:. -
36 Arctic Sounder. : _ '

37 SR o '

38 ALFRED WELLS: Marie Greene plans to meet with the chairman
39 of the IRA.. At the same time, if Chester could be at that
40 ‘meeting they would talk about the IRA ‘in greater detail;

41 - i.e., how technical. ass;stance,can be made available. ‘
43  BILLY SHELDON: You could then learn of the powers which IRA
44 Councils have from your v111age representatlve. Being there
45 would help you, too.;nﬁ_ o , _ - ,
47" ,A VOICE' We've got to really stay on top of the bu51ness

48 . with the C1ty Counc11. .We finally are predominantly Ifiupiaq
49. here now. . ... S Lo : ' :
- 50 '

Regional Elders Council Meeting o o _ - Page 10

.

| e




2 3 1

~

T T3 O3y Ty 3 /4

]

LR |

—

1 BILLY SHELDON: When the younger people don't (run), the
2 elders could run for seats, too. This must be addressed when
3 City Council elections are scheduled. Encourage older
4 willing people to run because the influence of our younger
5 generation leaders seem to be in conflict with our goals.
6 - .
7 TRUMAN CLEVELAND: At our place, we elders are sought for
8 advice by their inquirers. If elders run, it is good.
10 A VOICE: We have received help from Caucasians, but other
11 than Kotzebue, that is not always so. We must advocate
12 involvement of the Ifiupiaq so we are not dominated as
13 minority in our decision making. We can get help in trying
14 to get these seats. City Council should have members of
15 Caucasians race because they talk amongst themselves blocking:
16 out any caucus, etc., from Ifiupiag. We have had a lot of
17 people who've me (POOR AUDIO.......)
18 .
19 RACHEL CRAIG: The Ifiupiat should become members in all the
20 councils. That's how we can be strengthened. That way, you
21 won't have a voice only in the elders councils. Diversify
22 our presence by joining the IRA, City Council, and speak up
23 to empower the voice of the village government. Our youth
24 . can hear you and your voice would be strengthened. Our youth
25 are watching us. When we let some let-it-go just by talking,
26 this erodes our voice. If we work by following our words,
27 this strengthens our voice. These have to work together.
28 One cannot talk only but implement the work that reflects
29 Inuplaq determination. _
30
31 BILLY SHELDON: Tomorrow we should take action so our leaders
32 will learn about our stand on this.
33 ,
34 KOBUK DIALECT VOICE: We must not enforce a man and his wife
35  to lock into power by being members of Councils at the same
36 terms. I strongly feel that is why our village is getting
37 weaker. It has no strong advocates to strengthen it to its
38 feet. They do not assert themselves to empower our village
39 voice. Change that's eminent could beneflt us in our
40 leadershlp selections.
41
42 MILDRED SAGE: We have problems, too, with members of the
43 City Council being a couple, a man and his son, brothers
44 running for seats. In the school they work like a family
45 . tree.-v
46 T o S L
47 - RACHEL CRAIG: When I am a member of the IRA -- because we
48 are related in the village -- I say that while we are sitting
49 here, let's forget that we are related. Let's work for our
50 v111age in the best way possible. When business is done, we
51 can be related to one another as relatives again. "That's
52 the way it has to be, you know." Sometimes it's difficult to
53 oppose elders (people who are older than you are). That's
Regional Elders Council Meeting Page 11
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why I voice my idea on how to conduct ourselves during our
meetings before we start. When we are concerned in trying to
strengthen our folks, it is our bu51ness. We are here.

Let's conduct ourselves thls ‘way.

(ELMER ARMSTRONG’) Arthur‘Flelds'and I are referred to as
two elderly men by the young women of Kotzebue. When they
honor us, I am happy about the way they address us.
Sometlmes we advise them about situations that are good for
10 us, even if we go against one another. When I was on the
11 City Council, I saw how important that was for one or two

12 elders to be 1nvolved in it.

14 RACHEL CRAIG:  It's wonderful vhen there are two menbers.
15 This pairing of ideas, etc., works well as opposed to.one
16 member only, because it's: tiring work.. :

18 BILLY SHELDON. At Noorvik, after experlen01ng the elders
19 :involvement, we sol;c1t for_seats by the elders now.

o 21 RACHEL CRAIG: It's wonderful whenfyou receive encouragement.

23  BILLY SHELDON: Tomorrow on the.end of our Agenda, we'll have
24 Robert Newlin and Reggie Joule to talk more on the toplc we
25 have been addre551ng. ‘

28 work you've done without excuses is wonderful. The fruits of
29 our efforts are to help our villages and youth. Your help is
30 appreciated because its meaningful. We are all getting

" 31 older. The younger generation will be taking over. At this

32 time, let's close with a benedlction. Tomorrow we'll begin
33 . at 9:00 am. - ’

35 01051ng Prayer.: -

| 37:':July 25, 1986

39 Contlnulng w1th our agenda, John Schaeffer is also’ one of the’

40 speakers. ..We won't all talk, but take part in this
41.-'presentation. If you have questions, ask them.

4315:BILLY SHELDON°f It was wonderful to hear the reports g1ven at

.~ 44 ' yesterday's meeting. First thing today, we'll hear from John,.
~ 45. . Schaeffer.: ICC and Northwest Arctic Borough. John SRR
6 ?ﬂHe's 1eav1ng but he'll be back this afternoon._,.*

s'_

;wWJOHN SCHAEFFER. I don't have a. copy of the agenda. But,What

d“'SO“?fI m 901ng to talk about flrst is ICC.. I guess most of you

51 = know, we're having Inuit Clrcumpolar Conference starting

52 Monday. We actually- have it g01ng on already. We have

53 people here at Kotzebue preparlng for ICC for two years now.

_Regiona;'Elders.CounciI Meeting L IR Pageblz'
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1 There are fifty to sixty people getting ready for two years.
2 This past Monday, we moved into the High School, where most
3 of the activities are taking place, and started getting set
4 up. Most of us work there all day, every day, starting last
5 Monday. Most of the people are volunteers from different
6 organizations and just people who wanted to help. Right now,
7 we got about 100 people working over there. Everything from
8 providing housing to feeding our guests and everything else.
9 When we start operating on Monday, we'll probably have 150
10 people working to support the Conference. In fact, we expect
11 about 1500 people to be here. That's a guess. Somebody
12 wanted to know two years ago. I tried to figure it out and I
13 said 1500. We've been using that as our planning figure.
14 We're gonna have about 80 people from Greenland; 80 people
15 from Canada, and then the rest are coming from Alaska. We
16 have about 600 people that are coming. There's other people
17 coming in on their own and we' re trying to take care of them.
18
19 ‘ . _ |
20 The ICC Conference is made up of two parts. The general
21 assembly, whose main job right now is to put together an
22 Arctic Policy. It's what people in Alaska, Canada, and
23 Greenland people want and what happens in our land. All
24 three countries are writing it up together. And once it
25 passes, the different delegations -- Alaska, Canada,
26 Greenland -- will try to get what countries they work with to
27 adopt these policies so they'll follow them when they do work
28 in different places doing different things. The most
29 important thing right now that affects us is oil exploration.
30 That's one of the things they're trying to develop policies
31 for. What's fairly important is what the military does. The
32 Army and what the Air Force does in the arctic. 1In all three
33 countries, they have bases in the arctic and places with
34 nuclear weapons and atomic sites. It's those kinds of things
35 we discuss and talk about. The other thing is we have an
36 Elders Conference which goes right along with it. This year,
37 the Elders Conference will spend most of its time at the
38 general assembly. The general assembly starts Monday. The
39 Elders Conference will be with the general assembly into
40  Tuesday and’ Wednesday morning.
41
42 JOHN SCHAEFFER: In the afternoon, the Elders Conference will
43 'move to the Senior Center and have their own conference. On
44  Wednesday afternoon, all-'day Thursday and Friday morning.
45 And Friday afternoon they move back to General Assembly and
46, stay there until the Assembly is over on Sunday. They go
47 from Monday through Sunday. Sunday, they only work half a
48 day until 1:00 o'clock, so they're done.
-49 .. : ' . '
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'The Conference Delegates to the Elders Conference are Billy

1

2  (Sheldon) and Mildred (Sage). 'They are the delegates, but
3  all of you are welcome to attend it all. The conference will
4  be translated into six languages. ‘Inupiaq, Inuit, Yupik,
5 what do they call canada? - .

6

7 R.CRAIG: Inuktltut..

8 _ : , .

9 SCHAEFFER: Inuktitut and Greenlandlc, whatever that is.
10 T _ , o _ ;

11 CRAIG: Kalaallit.

12 : _

13 SCHAEFFER: Kalaallit? And everybody that can get a headset,
14 that you can dial into any language you want to listen to,

15 'and so you're welcome to be there. These thlngs are run

16 little different than the way we run them. The only people
17 that can talk are the delegates. They don't let anybody talk
18 from the floor. And so, if any of you have anything to say,

19 you have to go to the delegates. You have to go to Billy or

20 Mildred and say, . "I want to talk ." And they will tell the
21 chair that they want you to talk. And then you have to go to
22 their chair and use their m1ke. So if you want to talk, you
23 can't just raise your hand and talk. They don't let you do
24 that. You have to go through Mildred.or Billy to talk. If
.25 you want to talk, you make sure you let them know. Part of
26 that reason is because of the m1crophone._ When you talk

27 there are all these people translating in different

28 languages. So you have to talk from a mlke. ‘You can't just
- 29 :;talk from any place on the’ floor. :

31 One of the things we're trying’ to do is make these people

32  welcome and I think that's where you can really help.

33 - Little late for you to go back home and grab your nigipiaq
34 (Native food) and bring it here and share. it with them, but I
35 know some of you already sent some here. You helped us with
36 that, but you can at least, ah, these are all Ifiupiags,. all

' 37 . of them, all the ‘people. And there s some Ifiupiags that are
38 = bashful. They don't like to. say anything or do: anythlng, so
39 . you have to kind of grab ‘them and bring them home with you
40 ‘and start to get to know them:: - Otherwise, they'll just pass
41  you by. They'll just say. hello and go by. - So you got to -

42 . 'bring them-in,’and they: liké it here so far. The people that
. I"talked:to; they really:like: 1t here. They feel comfortable -

here, just like-being at home. 'But you have to drag them 1n.
er h er you see people from Greenland or
or even from other parts of Alaska.

- ;; don't know what's going to happen at the Elder s :
=Conference. :“F have agendas. This agenda was made here. 1In
50  Kotzebue. And Tommy Brower said, "OK. . That's fine. When we
51 -get. together we'll change it." So I don't know what's 901ng '

.52 to happen to 1t after he got 1t. o
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1 Those are the two days that the elders are meeting. What the
2 elders will do right after that is they'll make their own
3 agenda. They don't let other people try to make it for them.
4 I don't really know, if you have something you want to bring
5 up, talk to.Billy and Mildred, make sure they know, so when
6 they start working on the agenda on Wednesday we can go ahead
7 and put something on the agenda if you think it is important.
8 The agenda is made up just with a few things on it from the
9 regular agenda of the ICC -- things that the ICC is working
10 on. But I know that the elders have other concerns, so you
11 guys you'll get a chance to change that agenda.
12 ' '
13 ROBERT NEWLIN: (Translating) Let me tell you even just a
14 portion of what John said. I may not capture it all, but
15 I'1l hit on those things that you should know.
16 .
17 This ICC is a gathering of people from Greenland, Canada, and
18 Alaska -- all Eskimo people. It was started by Eben Hopson,
19 and occurs every three years. John and these Kotzebue people
20 have been having planning meetings in regard to where and how
21 to handle the food and where all the people will stay. This
22 planning has been going on for two years. They have been
23 working at the high school, still in the process of last
24 minute refining of those details for the ICC meetings. There
25 have been about 100 people working at this preparation
26 period. But when they start working on feeding the people,
27 the number will go up to about 150 people involved in hosting
28 this gathering. And when they guesstimated the number of
29 people who would be coming to Kotzebue for the conference,
30 they have been using 1500 as a planning number. They know
31 that there will be 80 people each from Canada and Greenland.
32 Aside from that there are 600 people that they have invited
33 to come.
34
35 When the delegates sit down ‘together at the meeting, they
36 will be working on the Arctic Policy, meaning that they want
37 to get down on paper how we think we could make our homeland
38 a better place in which we Eskimos can live. So the task
39 before the assembly will be whether they will approve the
40 policy, or if there will be more work to be done on it. Part
41 of the policy has to do with oil exploration and preservation
42 of the environment, and there is the matter of the Distant
43 Early Warning sites. The policy also addresses how these
44 mlght better _serve us. :
45 - ‘ '
46 And in the Elders Conference, Billy and Mildred have been
47 chosen to be the delegates for the NANA region. The Elders
48 Conference will begin on Monday at the Senior Center on
49 issues of their choice. On Monday and Tuesday, the elders
50 will sit in with the General Assembly, and then on Wednesday
"~ 51 afternoon until Friday morning they will continue to meet at
52 the Senior Center. We have a copy here of the agenda for the
53 Elders Conference. But he also said that people won't be
Regional Elders Council Meeting ‘ Page 15
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free to speak from the floor because there will be six
language translators present at the meeting and it will be
necessary for any of you to get in touch with Billy or
Mildred if you want to speak to the Conference and use ‘their

imlcrophones. All of you should be aware of that. You could
‘even give them something to say if you want to. That's the

way the rules are; that only the delegates can speak at the

_conference.

He also said that we should invite whomever comes to the

conference because a lot of them are shy and won't impose
themselves on us. They don't know any of us, and we should
.invite as many to our own homes for meals or just to get

acqualnted. If we don't do that, all they will ever say to

- us is a "hello" just because they don't know us. , .

The chalrman of the Elders Conference is Tom Brower, and you
all know him. When John showed the agenda to Tom, he said it
was OK because they could change it when they convene at the
Elders Conference. So the elders will have some say on what'
they want to include in the agenda.'

. Anything else? (to John)

J. SCHAEFFER: We've been worklng together for so long,vf _
don't even have to say anything, you'll brlng 1t up anyway.‘

-'If you- have any questlons about the conference I'll answver

them. .

R. NEWLIN: Do any of you have'any‘questions'to ask? I think

some people have brought some Native food down all ready, and

I'm sure you understood him when he mentioned that. If you

- have any questions and need more clarification, it would be
' good of you to- ask wh11e John 1s Stlll here.

MALE VOICE: Whlch Tommy Brower 1s that’ ,

NEWLIN: 'Senlor.& Old man.v |

‘_;‘VOICE. Thank you.‘

7 NEWLIN" If you don't have any questions to ask he has more
ythat he wo ld 11ke to say._ Go ahead John.;

from the North Slope Borough we had to start our own

. 'borough.” And .it's a. good thing that: you worked with us,
" because if you didn't we would have lost that 1and. . We got
‘1t now, and I ran for the borough mayor so I'm mayor of the

. ‘ em I'm talking about is the NORTHWEST
;ARCTIC 'BOROUGH. ~ As you know, all of you said, all of you .
~ -helped us get the borough started. Maybe you didn't want to
+++have another government, but in order to get that land away

o] .und hnn4
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1 new borough. Since the election, we have had two meetings of
2 the assembly. We have assembly members, I think you know who
3  they are. Robert's one of them. All we have done so far is
4 to try to start the borough. And the president of the
5 borough-is now Marie Greene, and we're trying to do as little
6 as possible. We don't want another big government running
7 around, you guys got enough government with your city
8 government in all your villages. We want to help them in
9 what they're doing; and we don't want to take over anything-
10 that they are doing. We want to let them run, so you'll help
11 your city government and the village government because your
12 councils know better what you need in your village and they
13 could work on what you need, and we'll just try to help them.
14- We've got enough money from the State this year to operate,
15 but after that, then we'll have to find other monies. And
16 starting next month we'll be working with Cominco to see if
17 they'll fund the borough. And we hope that, I'm pretty sure
18 that they will; how much, I don't know. I hope they will
19 ‘extend the Red Dog mine, they'll give us more money than we
20 need to take care of the people and start working from it.
21 And if they do, then we can use that money for other things.
22 And right now, we're open. Whatever you want to suggest,
23 that you can help us. But what should we work on? What
24 should the borough work on? I really don't want us to work
25 on the same kinds of things that the cities are working on;
26 like sewer and water, police, and fire, and the kinds of
27 things that your city councils work on. Other boroughs, all
28 they do is do the same thing in the State. They work on the
29 same thing. I don't want to do that because I think they're
30 taking care as best they can those kinds of things. I think
31 we could work on something else.
32
33 One of the areas that I think that you could work on is
34 INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT. That we could work on because the area
35 we can't seem to get working on very well even though we try
36 with our kids. We can't work with our kids. We got
37 SIVUNNIIGVIK running, but they only get the kids for one week
38 a year up there at Sivunniigvik. That's not enough. We have
39 no,.... very few other programs for kids in our region in any
40 village. Any time we try to put together a program for young
41 people, it always ends up having to be the older kids. We '
42 -got to get them as young as we can. We got the good programs
43 going. I know, because I travel and I talk to people.
44 Everybody wants to see our Sivunniigvik program, everybody
45 .. wants-to see the' SOCIAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM (the jail
46 = prograin we got). ‘These are different programs that we are
47 trying to work w1th our people; but that's still not enough.
48 We gotta do some more. And so, I think we need to do some of
49 that; but we're open . We're going to be trying to come up .
50 with ideas on what, if the borough has extra money, what we
51 could do with it. Right now we're not planning on taxing
52 anybody. We get enough money from the Red Dog Mine to
53 operate the borough and maybe have a little extra. We won't
Regional Elders Council Meeting v Page 17




have to tax any'body, and that's what we're trying to do. I

1

2 can't guarantee it because I don't know what, how we're going

3 . to work with Cominco because we never met with them yet.

4 once we meet with them, then I'll have a better idea.

5 ,

6 Next Fall —- 0ctober 7th is the regular election date -

7 we'll be hav1ng two elections at the same time. One is for

8 .the school board. The regional school, once the borough -

9 forms, becomes a part of the borough. So we have to re-elect
10 all the board members, all eleven school board seats are

11 open. We have a chance to elect all school board seats. And
12 I think it's important that you elders pay attention to who's
13 running and make sure that we get good people on there. Make
14 sure that the Ifiupiags control the board again, 'cause that's
15 what we're trying to do. In the borough election, we got all
16 Inupiaqs on there. So we got no problem there. I'm not

17 against the white people getting on; they have a chance, too.
18 So I don't have anything like that. But as long as most of
19 them are Ifiupiag on the board, that's OK. So you gotta pay
20 attention to that election._ : :

21 ' '

22 The other election that we' re hav1ng at the same time is for
23 a Charter Commission. ' In order to become a Home Rule

24 Borough, where we have the most control, we have to elect a
25 charter commission. There's seven’ members, and they don't :
26 come from any village. They're just at-large. They run from
27 any place. And those seven people will sit down for a year
28  and write a Charter.- It's like a Constitution and Bylaws for
29  organizations. They set. up the rules.. They have to go out
30 - and talk to everybody in all the. v111ages and come up with

31 these rules; and by the next election in October of 1987, all
32 ' the people up here will vote on whatever they come up w1th

33 whether it's good or not, and then you'll vote yes for it and
34° then we'll become a Home Rule ‘Borough, which gives us the

35 most local control... And so, that’s important who gets on
36 that,. because ‘these people are going to write this charter.
37 " If we:don't have our own people: who are good enough to work
38- on this, then we might not have as great a charter. And

39.  we'll be stuck with that Charter for a long time. You can

40 change. it; but it's hard to change. And so it has to be done
41- "right the first: time. ~ 8o, those are the two things that are
42 ' ‘coming up that’ I think are real 1mportant 1n that election
43§w_next October.» B : - S

44 7 . b o ' ' : '

45Wg'ROBERT NEWLINa (translation) That last part that he talked.
46.; about; when you* authorized that. the Northwest Arctic Borough -
47.. be forméd.- The North Slope Borough would not give us the Red
48 Dog Mine area, and that was why we had to form the borough, o
49 .. ,to detach all.the:land around Noatak, all the area around the
50~ Red Dog Mine.. He mentioned that he was aware that we were
51 not desirous of having another government imposed on us on,
52 - “top of what we had, but. we had to. form a borough in ‘order to
53 be able to own the Red’ Dog mine area. ;
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1 He told you that the Assembly has met a couple times all

2 ready, and that Marie Greene is the president of the Assembly
3 right now. He also told you that the work of the other

4 boroughs in the State duplicates the works of the City

5 Councils. - He feels that the people of the village know best
6 what they need in the village, but that the borough would be
7 there to help these villages as needed. He also spoke of

8 trying to work the borough without taxing the people, but

9 that they will work together with Cominco and meet with them
10 until they come up with a workable plan. He also mentioned
11 that the money is in the borough treasury all ready from the
12 State. They don't know for sure how much money they will be
13 able to get from Cominco to run the borough, because there

14 has not been any agreements yet. He said that he thinks the
15 money will be adequate to run the borough government, and if
16 there's any money left over, he'd like to see it used to help
17 our people. It also depends on what kinds of decisions the
18 Assembly makes.

19 . . : .
20 If there's any money left over, he'd like to see programs
21  that benefit the young children through the Ifiupiat
22  Ilitqusiat Program. He mentioned the program at Sivunniigvik
23 where the children are taken there for a week to learn about
24 the basics of the Ifiupiaq culture so they could learn to live
25 a better 1life. He mentioned that very little of the time and
26 program was devoted to the young children, and a large part
27 of it going to the older youth. And the facility is also
28 used for a correctional facility for misdemeanor cases on a
29 program run by Maniilaq in the winter, and transferring the
30 clients to Riley Wreck during the summer when the youth are
31 taken to that camp site. He said he'd like to see more focus
32 on the Ifupiat Ilitqusiat program for the youth if there are
33 any left over monies in the borough budget. But he'd like to
34 do it without taxing any one in the borough area.

35 ‘ ' »
36 He also mentioned an important election this Fall on October
37 7. He mentioned that you as our elders should keep a good
38 eye on who's running for those eleven school board seats. He
39. would like to see those seats controlled by the Ifiupiat
40 people. In addition to the School Board selection, there is
41 also the matter of establishing a Charter Commission. . There
42 . will be seven people that we must choose, from whomever is
43 running for those positions. The task of those people will
44 be to work toward a Home Rule Borough. They should be people
45 who will look after the well-being of the Iniupiat, and how
46.  the borough government could better serve them. What-ever
47 the Charter Commission establishes will be voted on by you,
48 whether to approve or not approve. He said he'd like to see
49 the Charter Commission do good work because once established,
50 it really will be difficult to change it. There will be six
51 people running for School Board from the villages, and five
52 will run from Kotzebue. If you know of any good people, it
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would be well if you would encourage them to run and support
: them in thelr bid for a seat.

If you have any questlons to- ask John about the Borough the
t1me ‘is open now. . ;

. Female voice:  Who's going'to be'the six people running from
“the v111ages° R B ‘ SRS :

VONAUAWNP

10 = SCHAEFFER: They will be dlfferent people. I don't thlnk
11  anybody on the Assembly wants to run for these other seats,
12°. but they could. They can be on any one of them if they want

13 -+ to.  So Assembly Members could: run for Charter Commission or

14  the School Board.: Like now, Robert was on the School Board
15 before? Now he's on the assembly. He can stay on the School
16 Board. If he wants to run for the seat on the School Board .
17 again, he can. It doesn't hold him back; he can stay in both
18 places. But it's pretty tough to try to do all of that work
19 for one person, so I don't think there's gonna be, some of

20 the same people are not going: to run again. But we have some

21 who used ‘to be on the School Board who are now on the

22 Assembly. But I don't know. - That's something they decide

23  themselves. I think most of the people will be people who _
24 are on the School Board now or new people that want to run.

26 ELMER ARMSTRONG: - John, there was a comment on the radio from
27 = (-=---) in Deering. I suppose: the Assembly had to talk about
28 . two people representing from one village to the other

29 villages, like Buckland and Deering, you know. They're

30 -represented by two people from Selawik, they talk to them and

31 Kiana 1s represented from Kiana.

33 ;-SCHAEFFER. Yes we have, but st111 we're stuck w1th the rules
34  that they give us from Washington, D.. C., you know. - And the.
35° Supreme Court sets the rules and where people have to come

36 . from based on population. And so that's how we have to make

37  districts the way they are, and it's up to you people to vote
38 them in. ‘Some body from those villages could have been voted

39 in, 'But the way the votes worked, we ended up with two.

40 - - people" from Selawik and two. people from Kiana instead of

41  spreading.them. out. There's.’no. way we can control that and
42 - follow the- law.'~So, I think, ‘you know, that's what's going.
43 - to happen-unless you voters take a look ‘at them and do
anythlng with it. So,. we’ haven't -- you're right -- we
‘haven!t:talked:about:how.they can represent those villages.
‘Weixhave a-little-bit, but we haven't talked about sending
47  somebody” from Selawik to Buckland and Deering and somebody
48 _ from Noorv1k or Klana to Klvallna and Noatak. We haven't

"~ 49 " doné that yet.:  But we will: We will talk about it. But the -

50 - one way that we talked about trying to get people from every
51 village involved @ =-- or almost every village involved in the
52 . borough -- is through the Planning Commission which we will -
53  .be formlng. And I get six people on the Planning Commission.
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What I'll try to do is spread them out; there can only be

1

2 seven on the Planning Commission. I'll try to spread them

3 out, use most of the villages that have no representation on

4 the Assembly. :

5 I

6 ARMSTRONG: Yeah, I think that's the main part of my

7 question, how they're going to be represented by these people

8 who don't live there and I suppose one in the Planning

9 Commission will help.

10

11 SCHAEFFER: That will help a little bit because the Planning
12 Commission doesn't do everything that the Assembly does. The
13 only way that we could possibly do it is to take those people
14 from Selawik and Noorvik and Kiana and give them the money to
15 go visit the other villages. So that's the only way I think
16 we can do it.

17

18 ARMSTRONG: "Cause the telephone bills really stack up, too.
19 (laughter) Yeah, I think that's how it's gonna work out, you
20 know. And I know it's going to be expensive.

22 SCHAEFFER: You know we've had problem with the American way
23 of voting for a long time up here. That's why, you know, we
24 ask you to get involved in some of this to make sure that we
25 don't (big cough drowning out words) =--- that our own people
26 get a chance to get elected.  But we have to learn how to use
27 the rules even more. Let's use an example: We have two

28 people from Selawik and nobody from Buckland and Deering.

29 One of those people could have come from Buckland or Deering.
30 I think one of them should come from Selawik because that a
31 bigger village than the other two put together. But one of
32 them, you know, when we were getting candidates out of those
33 villages, Buckland put up two people. They split the votes.
34 Deering put up a couple people; they split the votes. We

35 gotta learn how to control that. If there had been only one
36 person running from each of those villages; in fact, if they
37 really wanted to vote, Buckland and Deering should get

38 together and decide who is the one person that's going to run
39 and they both support him and we've got a chance. Or he's

40 got a chance. We have to learn how to use that system so

41 that we can spread our.people out.

42 - ' o :

43 Same thing in Noatak and Kivalina. They had so many
44 candidates, they split the votes. So they didn't have a

45 chance. That's why. two people, the people from Kiana didn't
46 want to have two seats. They tried to figure out how they

47 could get out of having two people from Kiana, ‘but they -

48 couldn't do it. One of them did. One of them said, "Hey, we
49 = got too many."™ One of them just refused. But even after he
50 was through, they still had, you know, somebody else that had
51 to get elected again. And I think, you know, the candidates
52 are not at fault. It's us. 1In some places we just run a lot
53 of people for the office; but in other places like this here,
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you gotta know with the number of votes you have you can only
elect so many people and you have to be selective. You gotta

~ pick them first. Who you gonna run; who you want to support.

Anybody else say, No you can't run because we lose if too

* many people:-run., That's:how~we;have to work in military..

ARMSTRONG: Thank you , John. (in IAupiaq) I think you all:
understand why some of the villages were not represented in
the Assembly last spring. ' There were some villages like
Kivalina and Noatak, Deering and Buckland that have no
representatlon. The Democrats and Republlcans always end up
running one candldate, and if we did that at the next
election, perhaps we could get ‘representation from those

-villages by running one candidate. When three candidates -

from a village run, they take away votes from each other and
no one wins to represent that village. You might take that
piece of wisdom back to your v1llages and remind the people

at the time of the next electlon.a Meet together and agree on

one candidate. Explaln things to the elders. That's what I

- asked about when Deering and Buckland and Kivalina and Noatak

didn't get representation on the borough Assembly by running
two or three candidates for the same office. It didn't turn
out good, but at the next electlon, you can remember that.

- Thank you, John. -

SCHAEFFER: Mm-hm. And then the Assembly will talk about
that before the next time we get anybody running for election
which would be in October of '87. 'Because all the Assembly
members I talked to, they don't like the way it worked,
either; but they don't have no choice. We have to help them
some how to spread them out, so I know they're going to talk
about it. And we'll be reporting the next time that we have
Assembly members running, we'll try to help. Let everybody.
know._ - '

SCHAEFFER. I just got one more th1ng. Few years ago, I
think in 1980 or '81, some of the NANA board, NANA people,
travelled to Canada and Greenland when we were starting to
-develop the-Red: Dog Mine... And Robert and I and Roland
(Booth) and Levi'- (Cleveland), ‘'Wwe went over to Canada and

' -Greenland. - We:visited the mlnes.k In Canada they had one.

mine, very big mine- just ‘1ike we! re trying to develop up

- here, called: the Blaék: Angel ‘Mine. ' We went there, and looked-

over the mine,” and- ‘then:we went to the villages around the gh
1ine’ to visit with' the people -to see what they think about -
‘the mine, what kinds of problems ‘they had. The closest

v111age was named Uumanaq "After that v151t because this.
4§;¢\reglon has, you:know, we're going to start dolng the same.
49 thing, the Uumanaq City Council decided that maybe we ought
50- to try to get together with. somebody up there and link with -
51 Kotzebue. - And through ICC and NANA they contacted our City .
52 council in Kotzebue and say we want to establish a Sister

Clty relatlonshlp. And then the City Council 'in Kotzebue
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1 passed a resolution to establish this, and Willie Goodwin was
2 mayor then and he wrote them a letter saying we are ready to
3 do it. Four council members from Uumanaq came here with the
4 ICC. They're here now, and they ve been working with Nina
5 Dahl and the council to take care of what kind of Agreements
6 that they want to have. And when the ICC opens on Monday,
7 they'll have a little ceremony setting up the Sister City
8 relationship. Some of the things they want to do is exchange
9 ideas, talk to each other, set up some kind of
10 communi-cations from Greenland to Kotzebue. Most of this
11 will be how are you doing with the mine, that kind of stuff.
12 There's other things they want to do. They want to exchange
13 students. They want to send students from their village to
14 Kotzebue High School and from Kotzebue High School to
15 Uumanaq. Other things like that. So this is kind of a
16 little extra special thing that's going on right now, and I
17 thought you should know about it.
18 : o
19 ARMSTRONG: John, this afternoon we had worked out in the
20 Council meeting to pass a resolution to that effect.
21 ' .
22 SCHAEFFER: Well, we're sending them up to Sivunniigvik this
23 morning, and hopefully we'll send them down to Riley Wreck,
24 too, before they leave. We're trying to show them our
25 program, see what we're doing, so they'll know more about
26 what's going on in our region.
27
28 ARMSTRONG: So, with the City Council passing the resolution
29 (very difficult to understand the rest of the sentence about
30 passing the resolution). '
31 :
32 NEWLIN: (in Ifiupiaq) Did you all understand what was said?
33 Sometime ago, about 1980, when we were thinking of starting
.34 the Red Dog Mine project, Cominco took us to those
35 settlements in Canada and Greenland. They took us to the
36 Black Angel Mine in Greenland and took us to see some
37 villages so we could see how the Natives there were living
38 with the mine'right in their district. They took us to the
39 closest village named Uumanaq on an island, there were people
40 there who wanted closer relationships with us so they could
41 talk to us about life in general. From there, there are four
42 people who are here in Kotzebue so they could see how we
43 live. They will be going to Sivunniigvik this morning and .
44  then perhaps to Riley Wreck, too, pending weather. The City
45 Council in Kotzebue apparently likes the idea of having a '
-46.  sister-city and are planning to pass a resolution of
47 Agreement to that effect, according to Elmer. If that
48 happens, there are high schoql students that they would like
49  to send to Kotzebue from Uumanag in a student exchange from
50 'students from Kotzebue, too. That way, they felt that our
51 relationships would be even closer with the Greenlanders when
52 our high school students are attending school over there.
53 Those are the things that he talked about.
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- SCHAEFFER:® If that works, we can look at setting up those
kinds of relationships with other villages over there with

. our villages. 'In the Mamorlik District there's seven
villages over there. I'm sure if it works that those other

people trying to get closer together from half way across the
-world. If you don't have any other questions, I'll just go
~on. You got any, . I'11 answer . them. _ " ' :

VRIS WN R

10 | Talkuu.'

.12 v'BILLY SHELDON: Thank you,gJohn‘ The time for Schaeffer to.
13 ° talk about those two items is over, and so we'll move on to

14 the next one on our agenda. D. State Funding, Status Report
15 by Marie Greene and Suzy; Erlich._ Maybe you can-include also

16  the Manlllaq Report.v

18 ARMSTRONG" Bllly° I'd llke for you to recognlze ‘our

19 Kotzebue Elders Council board here. Jacob Stalker, the vice
20 president; Susie Hunnicutt .is a board member, Velma Stein is
21 the Secretary alternate, ‘and Dana (?) is a member; and Lena
22 Sours over there is one of our Board Members also: from the
23 Kotzebue Elders Counc11. :

25 ‘SHELDON: Very good.j These people are the offlcers of the

26 .. Kotzebue Elders council. - You,seexthem_and know who they are;v

28 . MARIE GREENE: Talkuu, Billy. We're going to have more
29 coffee made; we didn't make enough so, some of you have
30 coffee.. . . :

‘32 At your last Council meeting I was" reportlng and trled to

33 give you an idea of what we'll be expecting from the State -=

34  the State of: Alaska for Maniilaq programs. In this memo, the
35 main part of the memo will be D. rlght here, the numbers. '
36, - (indicating her handout) :We'll give you the list of programs
37 - of what Maniilag has and what we show we réceived. Like the
38 middle column, that shows you how much we're actually

' .getting. We're receiving now.- . Like in Public Assistance,

Food Stamp Program, “the 0ld. ‘Age Assistance Program, Aid to:
: Families with Dependent: Children, Aid to the Blind, Aid to

ﬂ-and Medlcald. Maniilaq is receiving $180,000; you can see
: “cut.,; You can:see ‘that. last. column there, where we got a
Because of “that: cut we had to cut: down on

staff. Ve’ ha

‘that program'g»We left in the eligibility technician 'cause.
he's one of the few people that travels to our v111ages. _
‘They travel to our wvillages and work with our fee agents.
52 And we have him ‘stationed here in Kotzebue and they're the

53 ones that are here helping us with the appliCations,”.Anybodyiv"
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that's one thing. that.might be. also the littlest. That's thef :

. the Disabled, that. kinds of programs. Then we have Medlcare'“
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that wants into the system. So that's one program. All of
the columns, the last column there. It shows the Social
Services for this year, starting July 1 until June 30, 1987.
We received a cut of over $200,000. So we had to make lot of
changes in calls. You know, when you run a program, you have
to cut when you receive less money. We try to keep in the
key people, like the positions that we have in the building,
the Maniilaq Board said, "Do everything you can to leave them
there. Don't take away jobs from our villages." So that's
10 one thing that I tried to do. Then we tried to just look at
11 what we had stationed here in Kotzebue, and what kind of

12 programs and what kind of positions we could cut -- not have
13 them any more for this year.

WONAOBWNR

15 Public Health Services, we got a cut of $42,000, so we're

16 actually receiving $798,000. Alcoholism is one program that
17 we really worked hard on this past winter. I even closed

18 down the program for two months. Then we could try to see

19 what we're not doing.  You know we've had this program ever
20 since I started working in Maniilaqg in 1976. And it seems

21 like we're not getting you there. We still keep on having

22 lot of alcohol syndrome problems so we closed shop for two

23 months just to look at ourselves. The Alcohol Advisory

24 Council, their budget, it's still sitting there in each of

25 the villages and then we worked with all the different

26 agencies that work in our alcoholism program. The court, the
27 hospital, the magistrates, the State Troopers, the police.

28 We had lot of meetings with different people, trying to ask
29 them. With Robert and Senator (Frank) Ferguson, and Noorvik
30 village working with Maniilaq, and asking what we
31 need to be doing. What kind of changes Maniilag should make
32 to provide a better service in the Alcoholism program. - That
33 program lost $35,000. Because of that we had to cut one

34 position. We didn't touch any of the villages. We left

35 those intact. So we cut one position here, stationed here in
36 Kotzebue. ' ' ‘

38 Then the other thing I need to mention about the Alcoholism
39 Program is this year, or last week, we started working with
40 Noorvik because they're interested in setting up a program
41 - within Noorvik. A survey was done, all the people there in

. 42 - Noorvik are saying, "Yes, we want to help. We'd like to have
43 a treatment center, or an office set up where they can

T T/ /3 T T3y

-

44 = provide direct counseling with their people." We're trying
45 % to work on that now.# We're trying to come up with money to
46 ° work with Noorvik and setting up a treatment center there.

47 = So people could do there like we have here in Kotzebue. We
48 have up to eight people that are staying at the treatment

49 center in this borough in this region. Some of our clients
50 are people that stay there are saying, "It would be better if
51 we had a place in the village -- a treatment center. Not in
52 Kotzebue." They said it's real hard once they get out. The
53 bars are here, and it's real hard for them to try to take
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care of themselves. So that's something that we're working

" with Frank Ferguson and Mike Scott and the Alcohol Advisory
Council that we have, and we're trying to set up a plan now
of how we can submit meetings to be done to set up Noorvik
and then come: up with the money.. If we don't get any
additional money from the State, then we're going to have to
get money -from this $665,000 that Maniilaqg is receiving.from

- the State of Alaska. So those are things that we're trying
to work out now. Once we get that set up, I'l]l have to bring

10 it to the Maniilaqg Board directly and get their approval,

11 . ‘'cause that's something that we really want to do, because

12 it's the first time a village is saying we're here to help

13 you. . We want to set up a program within our village so we .-

14 can help Maniilaq and Kotzebue and we'll try to solve our

15 alcohol and drug problems.m We have something to try to work .

16 with now._' : , :

VONOAVI WM

18 And then there's Mental Health - We see the cut is over

19 $28,000. It hasn't affect it too much; we're keeping the
20 same staff there, because for the first time we're able to
21 have more counselors that could pay more attention to our
22 villages. . Any kind of a problem, whether it's a suicide

23  attempt, or death in the family, our counselors are able to
24 go out there now worklng for them. For example,,when we '

25 have, you: know, I think.it was early this month in Kobuk,. and ,‘

26  our counselors right away were able to go to the v111agevand
27 work with the family, 'cause that was something they wanted
28 right now. And because we have more staff, qualified _
29 counselors in that program, Mental Health, Maniilaqg is able
30 = to do that. Before we used to have a hard time 'cause we

31 '~ didn't have enough people. Now we got enough counselors

32 there to work. closely with families that need counselllng, :
33  second day, ‘like a death in a family. We didn't cut down any
34 - positions there._ only thing we cut down is like, other

35. things like supplies, less travel to out of the region- 'causef'

36 we didn't want to cut down on v1llage trips ‘'cause that's
37(_‘1mportant to them.,g

2 $170,000. °And then we have the same number of staff there, -
" - because that's real . important to carry on and care for our

- the other 11ne items in. the budget.o

' ,each of the programs so we could come up with money, we try
to come up with money, like pre-maternal home. - And because

87 that lacks these programs. We didn't get any money. So
‘we're trylng to get money from the total amount that we
~-received, -so what Mary and her program managers had to do is :
- try to see‘where we couldkget money to come up so we could .
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1 operate our pre-maternal home. So that's one thing that we

2 were able to do.

3 . o .

4 One thing that's really going to hurt us, and I need to

5 mention it to you, is for the last two years or three years,
6 we've been receiving patient travel money. This year, we

7 didn't receive any, well, how much were you guys able to come
8 up with? Did you guys pull out any from the other programs?
9 _ ,

10 MARY SCHAEFFER: We haven't yet.

11 o

12 MARIE: Ok. That's one of the things that we're trying to

13 do. See, in the past, like the first year we got $10,000 for
14 patient travel. That's to help anybody that needs to go to
15 Anchorage to see the doctor or to come in from the village to
16 here, or someone needs to escort a family member to

17 Anchorage. Maniilaqg had that money to help out for travel.
18 Anybody that need help with, people that need to stay in

19 Anchorage for a long time. There's a long -———==————=—e---
20 ~----------- that live in Anchorage. We've been able to help
21 them out. We even helped one family there, they had to come
22 from Outside. Because in Colorado to here we didn't help out
23 with travel. We used to use that money for that kind of

24 things. Now we don't have any of that money, so what we try
25 to do see if we could some of this money from the programs
26 that we have listed here. Any money we could save is for

27 that kind of thing here. We're going to try to do that.

28 This is one program that was really helping all of our
29 people. :

30 : : ' : :

31 The reason why we're trying to do that is because our

32 hospital, every year they never have enough money to pay for
33° patient travel. And we get lot of calls on that kind of a

34 need. People are calling Marge Russell or myself and saying,
35 "We need to go-to-Anchorage. but we have no money to pay for
36 our ticket." And so we try, that's how we've been helping.
37 In one month, for the month of June alone, Maniilaqg has paid
38 $18,000, just for travel money to help the hospital. That's
39  just one month. The hospital paid $25,000 for one month, for
40 the month of June. This would take care of emergencies. If
41  there's an emergency in a village, they have to charter here,
42 = and sometimes if it's a real bad case, they have to charter
43 to Anchorage. That's how come it's costing us money. With
44  that, we try to help the hospital, make sure that we are able
45 to come up with money for patient travel. See, that's one of
46. the Pre-Maternal Homes, the Social Rehab Center (Mary will
47 report on that later and Alfred). Patient travel,
48 Pre-Maternal Home, the Social Rehab Center -- those are the
49 . three programs- we have to try to come up with more money.
50 Just from what we're receiving, so we will make cuts in some
51 of our progranms.
52 o
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We're going to continue to work closely with Frank Ferguson

1
2 and Al Adams, let them know what our needs are. Again, the
3 Maniilag staff will meet with Al and Frank before they go to
4 Juneau in January. Tell them what our needs are. We always’
5 do that-every-year.- -We-tell them.what programs-we're-doing,. -
6 how much money we need, and: that's how we work with them.
7 This year has been real hard because all over the State,
8 everybody's been cut. We're just getting our share of cuts
9 what everybody's been gettlng. We understand that, and we
10 try to make do with what we' re rece1v1ng.
11
12 Well Federal contracts, we- also have Indlan Health Services
13 vcontracts that funds us with Federal»money and BIA money.
14 We're worklng'on those now. And then with BIA, there's so
15°  much that we are going to receive: cuts.- We don't know how
16 much rlght now. At the next meetlng, I'11 be happy to give a
17 report and let you know exactly what we're going to be
18 receiving from Indian Health Services: and from BIA. Like,
19 under. IHS, we receive money -for our dental program, community
20 health practitioners (our-‘health aides in the villages), our
21 = eye test program, our health education -- those kind of
22 programs that we have right now. - I- could let you know at the-
23 next meetlng exactly how much we re g01ng to be receiving.
24
25 And then from BIA we're talklng about programs like
26 agrlculture, scholarship program for our college students,:
27 vocational training for people that want to go for training
28 = either here at the Tech Center or in Anchorage or Seward, and
29 . our housing improvement program (that's one-third of our real
30. popular BIA program). At the next meeting, sometime, -
31 whenever you let me know after October 1, I'll have a good-
32 idea hopefully of what we're going to be rece1v1ng from the
33 BIA and Indian Health Services.  .That's all I could say about
34 those two right now. I know for sure what we're going to
35 receive from the State, but we don't know the final dollar
36 - contributions from the BIA and the Indian Health Services.
37 That's a11 I had unless Mary has any-thlng to add
38 : :
39 One other thing is for Upper Kobuk th1s past year.- Manlllaq
40 - received $16, 000 for. Upper Kobuk; that was Ambler, Shungnak,
41 . and, Kobuk money that they .used.for their ‘elders. They were
42 . to t money from July 1 of '85 to June 30,. '86.
43 It shows, that last para-graph ‘that Upper Kobuk had spent a
-44';.11tt1e over. 815, 000.% And we're not able to carry over that
45" money, you’ < ike ‘the'ssmmcescmaao . We can't use it
46 after June 30...SO”it means, to my knowledge by July 1, they
47 didn't receive any additional funds. The Upper Kobuk no
48u_nlonger has that money, .you know, to use like when you have -
49 meetings at Ambler, Shungnak, -and Kobuk. And as - -for the Hot
) Springs, you know, the thlngs ‘that they are trying to do up
‘there? ‘That monéy is no longer available. And I think that
52 was one that was earmarked for maintenance, too. But that
53 - doesn't mean_that)we re not going to do anything any more.
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We're going to keep on trying to help Upper Kobuk and any

1

2 villages that ask for us to help them trying to get money

3 from the State of Alaska. That's what I do and Mary

4 Schaeffer does and we work with Frank Ferguson and Al Adams.
5 We always try to let them know, what kind of needs we have

6 for our people. That's all I have, unless you have any

7 questions. ’

8

9 B. SHELDON: (in Ifiupiaq) Do you have any questions at all
10 to ask? (after some silence) She has told us of the

11 scarc1ty of money which is necessary to run the social

12 service programs. You can see the figures listed on the

13 paper. Their budget was cut over Half a Million Dollars.
14 She also reported to us that they have cut positions in

15 Kotzebue, leaving the Maniilaq village jobs intact. If the
16 trend continues, we know that the availability of money will
17 become more scarce with time. Perhaps even we as an Elders
18 Council will wish we could continue coming to our meetings
19 when the trend of financial unavailability continues.

20 :

21 MALE VOICE: Marie, may I ask, I didn't hear what do you have
22 on social rehab center?

23

24 MARIE: How much we have?

25

26 MARY: We got $150,000 this year. That's all. Last year we
27 got $500,000. What we're trying to do is we're trying to get
28 more money from these other programs, that is, if we can get
29 passed these..(unintelligible.......... ) If these other

30 programs have any left over money, we will earmark them for
31 Social Rehab and Patient Travel.

32 : _

33 SHELDON: Thank you, Marie. We should take even a short

34 break, about ten minutes. It is now 20 minutes to 11. We
35 are sort of in a hurry because we have members here who are
36 also commercial fisherman. Get yourselves some coffee, and
37 here's some good baked goods. Very good. All kinds.

38 ' -

39 (After the break)

40 : _ A ‘ S ’

41  SHELDON: Mary Schaeffer and Alfred Wells are to give

42 reports:
44 WELLS Let Mary glve her report first.
45 .
46 M. SCHAEFFER.v Thank you. Just want you to know how many
47 residents have gone through the program at Sivunniigvik and
48 Riley Wreck. Since we started in January, there have been
49 = twelve inmates have come to our program. . Four finished the
50 program, and went through the whole program. Right now,
51 those four people who completed the program are employed some
52 where. Did the one who went to Selawik find any work yet?
53
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49“‘_MARY' We haven't made replacement yet.. We've been asklng

50 for, we have some applicatlons, but we have been so busy that
- we haven't had a chance to sit down to screen the .

52 ~ applications. As soon as the ICC is over, we will have more,

53 tlme to take care of our bu51ness, but rlght now I am :
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'WELLS: I don't know. He hasnﬁt»called,me-on the.phone yet.

: MARY: One is at selawik, and we asked‘the"City Council to

find a job for him.  We sent one to Noorvik, and he got a job

"throughvthescity-Council,there-f The one. from:Kotzebue is

working as a school janitor where he used to work before he
got in trouble. There's one here who is fishing. There were

four, and two had to be returned to jail because they weren't

following instructions. They Just wouldn't listen, and so we
sent them back to Anvil Mountain. They both are sorry now,
but they've been sent back all ready and said that we'd not
take them back. One of them finished his sentence, and every

" time we go to the A. C. Store, ‘he always gives us a smiling

face. He went to work at A. C. when he got out from Anvil ,'

" - Mountain. - The other inmate is still at Anvil Mountain.
Those are the six people since January who have gone through

the program. Four completed the program and two were sent to
Anvil Mountain for 1nsubord1natlon. ‘There are six people

down at Riley Wreck right now. ' T think Alfred knows how much
‘longer they have to be in the program before they complete .

1t.

We have ]ust recently started the rehabllltatlon program, but
we can see that it is really working all ready. It makes us
feel good because of their smiling faces. So we know that-

the Ifiupiags that we have working in the program with these -

men -- the program is working out well. Alfred will tell us

‘about the daily activities.that ‘they do with these people.
. They have several ways in which they teach those people the

Ifiupiaq Values. There will be one more client coming in

- August, and a couple more in’ September, that is if the

Screening Committee -accepts their applications. That's all S
the report I have. ' Do you have any questlons°

,We received? $500 000: for the program last’ year. - We had asked .-
‘for more than ‘the $500,000 for this year; but we ended up

rece1v1ng just '$150,000 because of - cutbacks all -across the

,-state in State Funding..  That mlght work out OK if we spend
it wisely. And we will'add up the left-over. monies from the
- other programs, and 1f we have $350 000, then we should do

AARMSTRONG. Maryf,"‘Ihhea__r"df‘that your director "resigned. |

ARMSTRONG. Have you replaced that p051t10n7
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watching that program, making sure that the staff are not
down there by themselves. I am overseeing that program right
now until we £fill the director's position.

MALE VOICE: What do they think of Riley Wreck, do they like
it? ‘

MARY: 1It's been good. 1I've heard some stories of things
that happened when they first went down there. Wilbur Atorak
10 was having a great time, taking a couple clients with him,

11 because that's the first time he ever hunted for seals.

12 Wilbur was supposed to teach them how to hunt, and the

13 surprising thing is, they did get a seal! So they processed

WONOO s W

S 14 the seals -- making seal oil and drying the meat. When the

15 clients completed the program, they filled their packsacks

16 with seal oil and black meat to take home with them to share
17 with their relatives. (laughter) Alfred can tell you more
18 about that. They had a great time learning those things down
19 there. The clients from the riverine areas and the other

20 younger inmates had never hunted seal or bearded seal or

21 beluga before. And the group was like one big family because
22 they were all from up the river. When they went down to

23 Riley Wreck they were all helping each other out, all

24 learning, hunting seals and bearded seals at the same time.
25 (laughter)

27 SHELDONﬁ (to Mary) Are you through? Alfred?

29 A. WELLS: Let me move further over so I won't be speaking
30 from behind them. Thank you.

32 First of all, I want to thank the elders who instigated this
33 program (the social rehab program). Robert Newlin and Johnny
34 Schaeffer put a lot of energy into starting the program.

35 Roland Booth was our coordinator at that time, when I was the
36 chairman for two years. That was when the Social Rehab

37 program was started. When it was decided that we'd pull the
38 inmates originally from our area who were at Anvil Mountain
39 and decide to start a social rehabilitation program up here

. 40.  to do our best to help them, that's what I want you thank you

41 for. And I want to thank the NANA board and their staff:;

42 also Maniilag board and their staff; also the School Board of
43 the School District and their staff; including this Elders

44 . Council and its staff. When you all put your heads together
“.+- and. cooperate- in establishing something, it usually comes

%’ into being.: Even when we don't agree in the beginning, we:

47  just keep talking until we come to an agreement and say, "OK,
48 2 that's what we'll do." That has been the process through

49" which something in our region becomes established. That is

50 how you have been leading us in this NANA region these past
51 few years. When you all collectively put your heads together

- 52 and decide to do something together, it becomes established.

53 Nothing is impossible to you, and when you decide to make any
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kind of correction to a 51tuat1on, that's what is done. That

-1
2 'is what I want to thank you all for, before I say. anythlng
3 .else. -
4..
5 . And you.: all know..that. I didn't complete my travels to all of
6 the villages this year as the evangelist. I apologize for
7 that. But after working for two weeks and during the next
8 two weeks that I am off, when something happens, like deaths
9 ~among those I know, it just isn't conducive to travelling.
10 During one of our NANA board meetings, when Roland and I were
11 roommates, I said to him, "Roland, it is this job that I have
12 right now that is the cause of my not finishing my village
13 travels in our region. In'my estimation, I think that my job
14 as an evangelist is the more important of the two." Then he
15, said, "Then why don't you give that to the Yearly Meetlng
- 16 Board and then they can decide what to do about it ' in your
17 regard " They could remove that responsibility from me, and
18 I told them that if they wanted to remove me, I had nothing
19 against it. I didn't know that they had talked about my
20 situation all ready. I had made a report in Noatak that at
21 Slvunnllqv1k I conducted Sunday School for the clients and:
22 the staff. So, after I had made that report and they had
23 discussed it, they told me to go back and continue working
24 - with the cllents at Sivunniigvik. I was thankful for that.
25 Those young people need more help than anyone living here.
‘26 But Mary reported that they are happy. Yes, they are happy.
27 - After I was with them again, one time I said, "I wonder why
28 those young men are in jail. They are happy, they are
29 talkative, I wonder why they got in jail. I wonder if their
30 parents drove them to anger.". I kept wondering out loud
31 about their situations. - ' : '
32 : . : :
33 ' When we talk to them, they ea511y follow instruction, except -
34 those two that Mary spoke of, the ones we returned to Anvil
35 Mountain.  But one-is out. now and worklng.» But those four-
36 who completed the program, whenever we see them, they let you
37 know that they have never forgotten the advice they got while
38 ° at Sivunniigvik and Riley Wreck. - They have never forgotten.
39 Even the inmate that we had from- Noorv1k ‘who never had a
40 smile for anyone and never. pald any . attentlon to anyone else.
41 Not long ago when-I went home to Noorvik, I saw him and he " -
42 was all smiles. . People were. amazed at the change in that
43. young man.  He had received some: good counseling. And then I
44 asked the City cQunci; ‘at Noorvik. if they would think about .
45 _ giving thatkguy a; litt\ - job.. somewhere. "They said that if
46 . “they ‘gotsa‘re ¢ ion#from:-those conducting the program ~
47 '~ he was in,. then they would do their best to help him out. .= .-
48 They didn't have a steady job at the time, so they said that
49 they'd find an off-and-on job for him. I ‘also checked on the
'~ Selawik ‘man who 'was our client, and requested that thelr Clty '
-51 Council f1nd h1m -a ]Ob 1f p0551b1e.- = v .
52 : : , ™ o
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We started the program last winter in Sivunniigvik. We
started with three or four young men on the program. While
“we were at Sivunniigvik, they made two dog sleds. They went
to get wood, set traps, and hunt, teaching them traditional
survival skills. We teach them the Ifiupiaq Values. 1In the

questionnaire that they filled out, one of the questions
specifically asks if they would make an effort to learn the
Ifiupiaq Values. They all answered in the affirmative, that
they would make an effort to learn those lessons that we
10 would give them to learn how to live like the Ifiupiat. So in
11 = the short time that we have run the program, they learned
12 their lessons well and have even gotten better than us in
13 some of the skills. Some of them knew since they were young,
14 and so it was reinforcing something they all ready knew.

VRN & WN R

16 MARY: Didn't one of them make a sled out of birch wood?

18 WELLS: Yes. He made a sled out of birch wood. They have

19 brought back lots, many saws from Kotzebue with which to make
20 ulus in their work projects. They made some ulus for their
21 mothers, or whomever they wished to gift. When the staff has
22 to work on the light plant, they enlist the assistance of

23 these young men. They have taught them many things.

25 The program is working out well. Whenever we are leaving for
26 our R&R and the new replacements have come, we all have a

27 meeting to update the newcomers on what we have been doing.
28 That, to me, is very good. Then we'd know what we had to do.
29 At Riley Wreck, none of us had ever lived on the sea coastal
30 shores before. Perhaps, with the exception of Clarence

31 Allen, Jr. But he said that he had never even seen anyone

32 making a boat in his life. And the rest of us bring wood to
33 him for making a boat. Some of the staff didn't know the

34 first thing about the Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat. They didn't know a
35 thing. And the younger-  men knew even. less. - They always come:
36 after me whenever they decide to get a project going, because
37 they didn't have very many people who knew how to make

38 anything. _

40 Once in a while last Winter, Langford would get his video
41 camera out and take pictures while they were working and
42 talking. It is really good to watch them afterwards.

44 MARY: Did you see them?

45 : : _
" 46  WELLS: Yes, I saw them. Langford showed them to us.

47 : " |

48 MARY: We need to get copies.

49,

50 " 'WELLS: He took pictures one time when we were working on the

51 sled, and when I was show1ng them this Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat.
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MARY: One time when we were having a relndeer round-up at-

1
2 candle, they also took v1deo plctures of all those who were
3 _helplng at that tlme. .
4, - - N B )
5 -WELLS:- -So that is my report- about those young men. I think
6 the’program is going very well, and I have reported ‘what I
7  saw there to you. I am always watching what's going on, and
8 sometime I even correct the staff when I think they need it
9  because they are older than the inmates.
10 S S o .
11 And a little while ago I asked how much money we had in our
12 budget. When I talked with Robert Newlin and Mike Scott,
13 they had quoted $350,000 to me to be used at the Social
14 Rehabilitation Center. That" $350 000 is $150,000 smaller
15 than what we had last year, but in my thinking, I think that
16 it might take us a long way.: If we were careful in our ‘
17 spendlng........ - o
18 _ : v
19 WELLS: Yes, we paid for telephones and everythlng else from _
20 the $500,000 budget. - And I don't think we need to .buy very
21 many new things this year. We may have to buy some :
22 - replacements for some things that are broken, but it won't be
23 as much as last year. That's why I think that $150,00 might
24 just take us a long way. And from Mary's report of adding
25 - $350,000 from left over monles from other programs, I really
26 think 1t will go a 1ong way..
27
28 Later on they hlred Edmond as the head counselor. And he ;
29 told us that we would be short on our budget.‘ And as part of
30 his report, he doubted that we would be using airplanes for
31 transportation. And he even said that it might help if we
32 paid $1.50 per meal while we are there. It turned out that
33 the directors dldn't know a thlng about that. But that's
34 what Edmond sa1d to us. .
35 - o
36 MARY: Alfred 1et me make a correctlon on that.'
‘37 S .
38 WELLS Yeah.
39 S ,
40  MARY: We' dldn't know how much we were g01ng to get and we
41 were trying to put:a budget together, and those were some of
42 the things-that we were: discuss1ng‘because we didn't know
43j“;what we were: getting at that time. But after we found out _
44 the exact amount of money. that we would be rece1v1ng, ‘then we.
45: - put everythlng bac _in.A,: - . .
46 o 2 s . )
47 WELLS: Ah-huh.' That is good.’ We staff never know what'
48 going on except when Edmond tells us something. As head
49°: counselor, Edmond would even wrlte what each of us would be
50 ~ doing.- Sometimes we don't like what he has assigned, but we
51 try to. follow-the directions. = Gladys ‘and - Sage (?) are really
52 trylng to follow guidelines. The guy from Kiana named Sagraq-
53 is the head of the securlty at Slvunnllgv1k and c1ancy is
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the head of the alcohol program. Whehever we change shift,

1l
2 Clarence is usually our head. We are all trying the best we
3 can. :
4 . '
5 There are a couple things that we said that we didn't 1like.
6 One was when Edmond and the other guy load up the men into
7 the boat and take them here to Kotzebue even though it is :
8 really stormy. We didn't like that. We were concerned that
9 if one of them fell off the boat and perished, then we the
10 staff would be to blame for the accident. That's what those
11 of us who are assigned there right now have been talking
12 about. We know that the cook will take some of the clients
13 with him in a boat even though the waters are very rough We
14 really don't like that.
15
16 And we also felt that Sunday should be a day of rest for the
17 men, instead of constant working as Edmond makes them do.
18 Even those men themselves were complaining. We felt that
19 they shouldn't have to work on Sunday unless it's a real
- 20 emergency. But if there's something that comes up, you know,
21 that have to be done, that's something else.
23 MARY: It's supposed to be their rest day, anyway. They're
24 not supposed to do anything except rest on that day,
25 according to the guidelines of the progran.
26 . . :
27 WELLS: That's what those men told us. If there's anything
28 you don't like, you shouldn't keep it hidden, but tell it to
29 us. And you should tell the other shift about us, too, if
30 you don't like what we do. We told them not to keep those
31 things hidden. '
32
33 They hired James Gooden from Kiana. They wanted him to pay
34 his fare one way, coming to work at Sivunniigvik, and then
35 the program would pay his way back. That's what he told us.
36 Because all the hire were from Kotzebue and Noorvik, and then
37 they told him that because he was hired from Kiana, that he
38 had to pay his fare one way. That's what I wanted to
39 straighten out, too.
40 h ' ' - . . .
‘41  MARY: No. I talked to John myself and because the
42 point-of-hire is Noorvik and Kotzebue, I told Jim he could
43 come down from Kiana to Noorvik on his own, because it's
44 close. And then we'll pick him up with the rest of the
45 people that are going from Noorvik to either Sivunniigvik or
46 to Riley Wreck and then when they come back he could go as
47  far as Noorvik with them and then go back home with boat
48 again or snowgo. He misunderstood us.
49 )
50 WELLS: Yeah. When I heard him say that, I told him that I
51 would try to find out about it so we could clarify it. Thank
52 you, Mary. If you have any questions about those ..........
53
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1 Oh, and two people who were out searching, Clarence and
2 Edmond. I know my cousin Edmond well. Maybe I'm doing
3 wrong, but, Mary, I want to talk to you. I told her that we
4 didn't want to have Edmond to be the director. I know I did
-5 wrong becauseI. knew that: Edmond wanted that position, too.
6 - But if we let it happen even though we know some things, that
-7 the staff is unhappy because of the things he has done. We
8 ' have been working together now for seven months, from
9 - December to July, that's eight months. But if they want to,
10 they can choose him. But hav1ng Edmond there has been bad
11 for the morale of the staff. And then some of the inmates
12 . have negatively reported to us about him about the way that
13 he's handling them, and so I told them that we didn't want
14 him for a director. Maybe that wasn't right to do when I
15 told them, but if I didn't say anything even" though I knew
16 what was going on is something I don't like. And it's .
17 possible that he could‘causeva‘fatal accident to happen out
18 on the waters driving around at high speed. We all know
19 that. We just heard over the radio about a drowning. We
20 would be to blame. And if they started having bad accidents
21 like that, the Social Rehabilitation program would be at risk
22 and maybe even discontinued. At least, that's what I was
23. thinking. I have no problem with his boatlng with the men on
24 a fine day, but when the waters are stormy I really don't
25 like his taklng men out" and rlsk thelr llves as he did at
26 Riley Wreck.
27
28 = ARMSTRONG: I'm glad you brought that out Alfred because
29 I'm pre51dent of the Search and Rescue here 1n Kotzebue. I
30 “think some advice needs to be g1ven.*
31
32 MARY: 'll talk to Edmond. I didn't know they were d01ng
33 it. Nobody\told_me-,.So that's the first time I hear about
35 ' ‘ ’ '
36 ARMSTRONG: Yeah we have search boats here capable of g01ng
37 anywhere, but, when I send people out, too, like my. two
38 as51stants, I endanger my team, too, when they go out.. . We
39 = risk our own lives for these people. (Heavy noise
40 - 1nterference, saylng something about emergenc1es and stormy
41 Awaters) R, A v v
43;r’WELLS ‘our cook really feels bad about that because he saw
44 him taklng the men out in. the stormy waters. It was very
_57‘45;;’stormy. When they finally got. to safer waters, he felt 11ke
». " 463w heifinally ‘could breathe;. because he was worried 51ck about-
v5473' them: out there in a boat on stormy ‘waters. . :
48 ‘
.49, ... When you have lost close relatlves who perlshed through R
50*”Aaccidents,vyou really don't want other people to die the same
51 -. way. If you would forbid. Edmond to do that agaln,vMary, it
: 52 would ‘be Very good.v . ,
. 53 ,
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MARY: Yes. I will do that. On Sunday they're not supposed

1
2 to do anything. 1I'll talk to him about that, too.
3
4 WELLS: Yeah. That Sunday issue was the other thing I talked
5 about. '
6 ‘ : ‘
7 ARMSTRONG: Here in NANA region, no matter which denomination
8 we attend on Sunday, our Ifiupiat just didn't work on Sunday.
9 That's how we grew up. And to us it doesn't feel right.
10
11 WELLS: Well, the young men were the ones who complained
12 about it. They liked the idea of resting on Sunday. And I
13 told them that if any one of them have something in their
14 mind that's worrying them, I told them to come to me anytime.
15 - I told them that I'd talk with them any old time. I told
16 them I would even pray with them. They are always happy when
17 I talk to them like that.
18 _ o
19 LENA SOURS: If our grandchild or son was in jail, who didn‘'t
20 used to be like that and came home with a testimony in his
21 heart of the Lord, you will have done a great service. If
22 that inmate gets a real desire in his soul to attend church
23 while he was in jail, taught the way of salvation by
24 you.....you see, our young people here in Kotzebue are never
25 seen in church. None of them. All they look for is
26 something that makes them get in trouble. That's all they
27 have in mind to do. They don't even spend time hunting or
28 fishing; just seeking pleasure in something that eventually
29 gets them in trouble. They never think of earning anything,
300 of bringing anything home, to give joy to a grandmother or a
31 mother. Their priorities lie in going to places where they
32 can do crazy things. If you have some people living with you
33 who were like that and ended up in jail because their
34 priorities were messed up, pray with them and teach them
35 Sunday School on-Sunday. - Even if the message is a very short
36 one. Keep them in service even for a short time, once their
37 understanding awakens to more sober thinking and he goes home
38 to his parents a new person, it will make them very happy. I
39 just want to pass on these thoughts to those of you who are
40 caring for these delinquents because I am so grateful.
41 , v ‘ o
42 WELLS: For the last two Sundays, all six of our clients have
43  attended Sunday School. They had never learned to sing.
44 They sing any old way, even out of tune, but we don't care.
45- I 'don't think they ever went to Sunday School before, but now
46 - they enjoy going thefe. That was part of my report to the
47 - Alaska Yearly Meeting last spring. And I was thankful that
48 they were happy about my work with these people. Billy is
49 also a member of the governing board, and I want to give
50  thanks again for their decision. I feel that I will help
51 those men the best I know how, unless something happens to
52 break my mind. Sometimes my mind gets broken, too.
53 (laughter) It is really not unbreakable. I will try my best
Regional Elders Council Meeting : Page 37




to be of some‘help“there. Do any of you have any more -

1
.2 . questions? I always like it when somebody speaks up out
3 loud. - v :
5 MILDRED -SAGE:. We aren't thinking about your not visiting our
6 village, but we are just grateful for what you are doing. :
7 Keep on doing what you. are doing, it is good. 'We have
8  forgiving hearts. o S
9 _ .
10 WELLS. I still have my Travelllng Minister card ‘and can
11 stlll come to you. (laughter) :
12 : '
13  SHELDON: We thank all thezpeople who are working at
14 sivunniigvik. And it is good that when a client is ready to
15 . leave the Rehab Center to look for a job for him. That is a
16 right thing to do. = We thank the people who work with these
17 young men who could have been in jail. They have top °
18 administrators. If they- just continue to handle matters
19 right, we have given everything into their hands. Thank you.
20 Alfred also has another topic to speak on: the Aboriginal
21 - Senior Citizens of Alaska meeting.‘ In Alaska, all regions
22 have leaders among their elders.- And in the Fall during AFN
23 Convention, these elders attend their own meeting, choosing
24 their executive officers when necessary. After Alfred speaks
25 about the ASCA, then Wlllle w111 address us before we go out
26 to eat. , o
28 WELLS: Yeah. -Thank you. vLet-memclarify something here. -
29 . Those young .men at Sivunniigvik are not in jail. Just so
30 they let us know, they roam around the country at will. They
31 are happy. OK’ _ - . .
32
33 Now we will talk about" the Aborlginal Senlor Cltlzens of ,
34 Alaska. There is a lady named Marge who works for AFN. who is
35 - our staff person.:: ‘Sometimes.she: calls me, or I call her,.-
36 wondering if she has made any plans for us, or if she has
37 - made an agenda for us. We meet again in February. The"
38 - ASCA's membership is comprlsed of regional elders who are
39. . delegates to. that body. . I have been the delegate from NANA,
40 ~and Mildred: Sage As. my. a531stant.j People come from Barrow,’
’41;g,even Indians from their. part of the country, and Aleuts’ from
42 .. the. 1slands, and the. Southeastern people, they all have.
~43ggide1egates.j But. sometlme ;for ‘Some 'reason they.are unable to .
44 " attend the meetings.J_I have been the chairman of this ASCA
45¢sifor two. years. I tri ( _get released a couple years ago, .
_46,Nﬁciting my»impaire‘ ) ‘as’ ‘an excuse. They then said that
47" they would donate money to get.me hearing aide. So I changed
48 < my mind and decided to continue.  That's why I am still
:4&jg¢1nvolved with them.. I thought my 1mpa1red hearlng would
50" make a dlfference.-
51 . _
52 Recently when I called Marge, I asked how many ASCA members
53 would be comlng here to Kotzebue. The answer was nine or
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1 ten. Some of them are fisherman, and so some may change
2 their minds during the salmon season. The ASCA members come
3 from all over Alaska. But the Bristol Bay people have not
4 attended our meeting the two years I have been with the
5 organization. Not one of them.
[ ; .
7 . When the ASCA delegates do come here, arrangements have been
8 made for them to stay at the Technical Center dormitory.
9 Because when my father-in-law said, he said, he said they
10 would be glad to have Aboriginal people at the Technical
11 Center. : o _
12 ' :
13 R. CRAIG: Maybe he went with Skeeter.
14 '
15 WELLS: I didn't see him. Hi, Rach. But they had made
16 arrangement for them to stay at the Technical Center.
17
18 SHELDON: Howard Devore sent your letter here, the carbon
19 copies. '
20
21 WELLS: I have other copies all ready.
22
23 SHELDON: Oh.
24 :
25 WELLS: Last winter when we had a meeting, we discussed where
26 they wanted to have the next meeting. I told them that
27 Kotzebue was going to host the ICC and also have the Trade
28 Fair at the same time. I told them that if they could swing
29 the airfare, they should consider coming to Kotzebue at that
30 time. It seems that the other regions are always short of
31 money. When we from NANA are down there, it always makes us
32 feel like we were really rich people. Even some of the
33 people make comments like that, calling us rich people from
34 NANA. Some of them collect donations from their friends and
35 relatives to attend ASCA meetings.  But that's not how our
36 corpora-tion treats us. 1In addition to our fare, they take
37 care of our hotel and per diem. I am very grateful to them
38 for that. ' : _
39 : -
40 Last summer, seven of them came here. We took them to
41 . Noorvik, and then a side trip over to Sivunniigvik. They
42 - thought that Sivunniigvik was just beautiful. They thought
43 that we made very good use of the place for our children and
44 as a correction center. During AFN one of them talked about
45 - 'Sivunniigvik and the work that we are doing there. That
46 gentleman was from Sitka. People everywhere want to do the
47 same things that you are doing. They learned it from NANA
48 people. That's what the administrative staff of NANA has
49 done for us, and we follow along as best as we can.
50 . '
51 Those things are in my job description at Sivunniigvik, but
52 when I have to be at a meeting somewhere, administration
53 (Mary) encourages me to attend the meetings. On July 31, in
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the morning from 9-12, they have scheduled us to meet here --
they probably cleared the room through NANA admlnlstratlon.

" We are also scheduled to meet on August 1 from 9-12 also. We

are scheduled to give our reports on the first day, including

~o0ld ‘-business. - Then on the second day of our meeting, we will R

have a planning session for the Statewide Elders Conference.

'vWe will decide what the theme will be and what issues we will

be addressing, also deciding who will give the keynote.
address. I don't know for sure what the plans are for the
rest of the days; we only have the mornings scheduled for

business meetings. If any of you elders would like to be at

the planning meeting, you are welcome to be there; but I
would really like Mildred Sage to be there at the planning

session on the second day.

FEMALE VOICE: But Mlldred is a delegate to the ICC elders

conference. .

WELLS: Oh. Well, if she s unable to attend the plannlng
session, that's the way it is.  Or maybe some other people
could be present. How should we handle that, Robert
(Newlin)?

NEWLIN:"Do whatever you are able'to do.- Whatever works out.

WELLS: If there are things that come up at the ICC
conference that you like, maybe we could bring them up at the

. Statewide Elders Conference. ' Then we would be able to make
" recommendations for the Statewide Elders Conference. If

Mildred is unable to attend our meetlng, maybe two or three
other elders would like to be there to help us.

_ SHELDON°A Maybe you could prlvately get together w1th those

that are 1nterested and make plans accordlngly.

‘WELLS OK.. Then.I'll.depend‘on-you. Well, now you know the
topics for our meetings on Thursday and Frlday. That will be-
close to the day when I will be off duty on August 2. Do you

folks have any other questlons to ask of me7'

| tI forget so ea51ly that I have mlxed up all the thlngs that I
i presented to you.«_- :

S8 -
o

-Well next fall at our meeting -- or should I say if I live
-that+long? -- that will be my last meeting as chair of the
‘ASCA. -That will be. good, I have done the best I could. T ,
have been able to chair about four meetlngs on our State—w1de
. organlzation.' -

S g -
i

”;wsHELDON': Is that 311 now’ vefy'good, and -thank you."Is
W1llie around7~ T T S :

:CRAIG: Is W1111e ready’
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1 MALE VOICE: Yeah.
-2 e .
3 SHELDON: When you have something in mind, feel free to ask
4 questions. Willie, as president of NANA, is your staff
5  person;- when. he's: through-with his presentation, ask him
6 questions for any clarification if any of you have any
7 questlons.v
8 .
9 CRAIG: When people from other areas come here to visit us
100 and see what we are doing in our region in the Ilitqusiat
11 Program, they really like what they see and hear. And when
12 we go to their part of Alaska, they begin to talk about all
13 the things that we are doing here. And we just sit and
14 listen to them when they begin to extol your work. We don't
15 have to say anything. That is encouraging to us. And then
16 the other regions begin to think, "so what are we doing?" and
17 they also begin to gear up and try to do the same thlngs that
18 we are doing.
19
20 TRUMAN CLEVELAND: I want to thank Alfred for sharing what he
21 did with us without hiding anything when he knows that they
22 aren't doing the right thing. He did the right thing by
23 letting us know. I feel that what he has done in relation to
24 what the men at the Rehab Center are doing is right. And my
25 understanding from listening is that that young man is even
26 hurting the mental outlook of the clients. I feel that
27 Alfred has done the right thing. I am glad for that. The
28 clients won't feel so lost and will want to come out of what
29 they are into, to reach safety. Our young people.
30 .
31 SHELDON: When Mildred Sage and I were recently at Barrow, we
32  included in our report the work on Social Rehabilitation that
33 we are doing at Sivunniigvik, and I've got a hunch that they
34 may try to do the same thing in their area because they
35 really thought what we were doing with our clients was good.
36 '
37 }
38 WELLS: Before we go on to another topic, Rachel, I want to
39 thank you for helping me in the last two years w1th the
40 Aboriginal- Senior Citizens of Alaska. Thank you very much.
41 _
42 - CRAIG: Even since the beglnning of the ASCA, that
43 organization established for elders has been chaired by NANA
44 people. . When one of us resign, they seem to always choose
45. another person from. NANA. - You folks should be proud of that.
46w.,(1aughter) “,VA&, :
47 _ ,
48 MILDRED SAGE' That is true. They choose NANA people. They
49’ have asked me, too, but I just felt it was too much beyond
50 - what I want to. do. - I have to take care of my health, too.
51 - : .
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CRAIG: I don't mean to push you into it. But sometimes when

1

2 you have had long discussions about problems over and over,

3 sometimes you begin to wonder if anyone will hear about it.
4 But it's amazing how many people are listening to you, and

5 whenayour~discussions evolve. into plans and they begin to

6 come into being, it encourages other people to also tackle

7  their own problems and begin to accomplish the same things

8 that we are working on. I think there are others who would
-9 - 1like to speak.' . . . :

10 S _

11 (Some silence, waiting for Willie Hensley to address the

12 Reglonal Elders Counc11 )

13 '

14 SHELDON. I don't think we will be completing our agenda this
15 morning. We will be back to continue our discussions about
16 1:30 this afternoon. How_do you feel about coming back at
17 1:30 after you have had'lunch’ ‘Does that sound good to you?
19 GROUP: All murmuring agreement.‘

20 ' . v

21 SHELDON: ' When we have just one hour for lunch, it always

22 'seems too hurried. OK. We' ll be back from lunch at 1:30,

23 after we listen to W1111e.‘v

24 (some silence) OK, willie. -It's up to you now.

25 . '
26 WILLIE HENSLEY: OK. Quyaanna (thank you) I've moved back
27  to Kotzebue about. ten days ago. I like to be home.  But I'll
28 ° be going back and forth to Anchorage. I think it's going to
.29 be that way. As long as I'm here, I better be going back and
30 forth to wherever I have to do my work. We've been short.

31  handed, you know, since I took it over in January. I should
32 have at least two more top people but my plan is to hire John
33. Shively back in August, which will take.a blg load off me on-
34, the bu51nesses.v SO I'm real happy that he's gonna come back
35 here and work for us. And'we need him real bad. And my main .
36 job is to try to make sure that the business is run properly
37 and profitably, because we're not a government and we can't
38 tax anybody So we have to make it out of the profit. My -
39.  other job is really to work with politicians and politics
40°; trying to take care of our other problems. So we work real
41 close with Frank (Ferguson) and Al (Adams) and Marie (Greene)
42" , and- Johnny (Schaeffer), trying to take care of this area.

43" - It's going to be very hHard, at least we don't know for how
44 . long it g01ng to be:hard and harder.; This year, the oil
-45#;'compan1es are cutting back because they're not getting much-
46 - for their oil, you know, they're only getting nine or ten

47 ' dollars a barrel. So, not only the State is having a tough
-48;;ft1me, but the oil- companies are cuttlng all the expenses they
49  can. So it's making our, ah, we're busy, our companies are
50 busy on the North Slope, but we're not making much money.

51 You know. We used to make a lot of profits, and we're still
52, busy, but. we're lucky we're busy, because other people are

53 . going out of bu51ness. Our camp is full. You know, we got
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two drilling rigs running. We have our NANA-Manning, our

1
2 food company, it's busy. . We have new contracts at Endicott,
3 but our profit is real small. And, we're going to end up
4 doing for the whole year, we'll make about two million
5 dollars. -Just.under.two-million, maybe 1.9, so we're doing
6 better than we did last year. Last year we made only 1.2
7 million. So, because we're having a tough time at Prudhoe
8 Bay making profits, we're having to try to cut our losses up
9 here in the region. We haven't cut down on people. We
10 haven't fired anybody, and I hope we don't have to. But,
11 we're going to do everything we can to, we're not shutting
12 down any businesses, other than trying to sell Qungiq. And
13 our board has given us authority to sell Qungiq, which we are
14 in the process of arranging that. So, at least by June 30th,
15 we had a good year. Now the tough year is the one that's
16 coming up, starting right now. And we're going to try to run
17 it the best we can and we won't try to cut down our staff
18 unless we absolutely have to. And this year, you know, is
19 the twentieth year since we organized NANA, and our main job
20 was to try to get the land claims way back then, and also to
21 help with other things like the things that Maniilaq is
22 doing. And also, we helped in politics because that's how we
23 took care of our problems, you know, and we can't quit that.
- 24 We have no choice. We have to stay involved. And we need
25 you to make sure that the people go to vote in August and in
26 November. We need as many people going out to vote as we
27 can.
28
29 - On Red Dog, you know they're building that small port. And
30 that's a very small job, but at least it's the beginning of
31 our major project. This coming year, they should start
32 the....., let the contracts for the major road construction
33 and the rest of the port. I don't think,that's not going to
34 be affected by the State runnlng out of money, because that's
35 going to be sold, they're going to sell bonds in New York for
36 that project. So Red Dog should go ahead and be built. But
37 the main problem right now is Cominco getting the financing.
38 They need to borrow about two hundred fifty million dollars.
39  So; .in July,. we took some bankers up there from all over the
40 world, and they liked the project. And also, the good news,
41 is.that zinc prices are going up. They've gone from around
42 &~ 35 cents to somewhere between 41 to 44 cents. So that's good
43 news. That's the most important news, because the bankers
44 .- feel better if they see the price of zinc going up. And
45  that's, a ;;sometimes this winter, we don't know, if that
46 project’ is’going to take off their financing. But I think it
47 looks pretty good rlght now.
48 e :
49 Also, we're working w1th the Sub51stence Advisory Board, just
teaching them. We met with the head of the Park Service in
51 Anchorage and we helped to get them to charges dropped on
52 Clement Downey on his problem. We're going to meet with the
53 Park Service again, just trying to make sure that they treat
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our people right, you know, in their hunting in those parks.

1

2 And we also talked to them about maybe buying our building

3 over here, the Museum Building. .Of course, we want them to

4 keep the cultural part of.itvgoing. We're also talking to

5 them about maybe working with us on bringing:some of the

6 artifacts, you know ‘the Ifiupiag stuff that they took to

7 museums in Brown University and Smithsonian Institution,

8  University of Alaska. If we could work with them to try to

9 bring them things back, you know, if they build a right place
10 to keep them. They have a lot of stuff that they took long: -
11 time ago from the e;----_- university when they came up here.
12 The other thing is, we're having tough time in banking All
13 the banks are having a tough time right now. We're going to
14  lose some money this year. ‘We're going to keep g01ng, but .
15 ~we're going to lose some money. Other banks are going to be
16 having some problems because of the econony.

18 And we're tryingvvery hard to‘keep'the-Tundra Times going.

19 We hired somebody new to run it.  Howard Rock got it started
20  and we try to keep it going in his memory, and also because
21 it's a useful newspaper. - But the person who ran it for us
22 didn't tell us that we owed the Internal Revenue a lot.of

23 money. And so, right now we're trying to raise enough to pay
24 them by four o'clock this- afternoon. Some of it, and then we
25 got one more payment in August. But, we're going to try to
26 keep it going. I think we will. : '

27 ' '

28 That's about all my report unless you have some questions I
29 could answer. _

30 ‘ ' : ,

31 SHELDON. If any of you ‘have any questions, now 1S the time
32 to voice them. ' : : , ,

34 JACOB STALKER° I don't have -any questions, but I want to

35 . thank Willie.- -One time he came-to Juneau with some singers-
36 @ from the University of Alaska in Fairbanks. He was very

37° young then. I have told many young people to continue with-
38 their education, telling them that 1t is very tough when one
39 doesn't have much formal education. ' I told him to keep on
40.. with his education because some; day we would need him. If -

égf“all of those young people ‘had listened, we would have had a-

- lot of educated. people helping NANA now, but we're facing a
437 'difficult situation right now. .-I want to thank Willie very
44 much for hav1ng continued. ‘He has often said that it

45 increased his. > twainish his education, when he was
46.. a very’ insignifica udent at the university at that time.
47+ I want ‘to thank him' for having acquired an education so he ‘
48v"cou1d help us.-v(hand clapping)
- 49's' R ) 2 -

505“'ARMSTRONG°” Willie, I just want to say for elders council in:
51 Kotzebue that we are with 'you when you lost your uncle. ‘He
52 lived in the Senior Citizen Center for a few years. And
53 e'll st111 continue to pray for you and your family
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1 TRUMAN CLEVELAND (?): I want to tell you somethlng that you
2 all should know what we always discussed in the Upper Kobuk
3 area. You all know that_we_have_two opposing sides up there.
4 The people who oppose us work for NANA, and when the company
5 sends .them: to Anchorage, right away they take care of their
6 personal business at the same time. We can't talk of the
7 issues right now, but when they are through with their
8 - business, we want you to know that you shouldn't vote for
9 them who are always opposing us in regard to the land. I
10 know people don't know about them, and so they put them back
11 as directors of the corporation. We don't vote for them in
12 the upper Kobuk because we know how they are, but people from
13 the other villages always vote them back in. You folks need
14 to know that. It is the family of Lees, who have tried to
15 take our land for many years. Those are the ones. They
16 always get voted in for NANA.
17 '
18 SHELDON: That is good. Whatever is displeasing to a person
19 should be reported to the elders council when they are
20 meeting, think it through ahead of time, and plan to present
21 it to the elders. Unless we do that, we won't be getting any
22 stronger. But if anything is displeasing in general and we
23 expose it here in our Elders Council, the leadership of our
24  people listen to what decisions we do make. If you tell them
25 the truth, and it sounds logical to them, they will try to
26 correct it. I really think we have very good leadership who
27 make it their business to listen to what we say. Even in the
28 villages, if some issues come up that are bothering you, talk
29 about them and expose them, not continue to hide them. When
30 we expose something that we feel is not right, they usually
31 make changes so things get corrected, or the village does
32 something about the issue and correct it themselves.
33 : ‘
34 HENSLEY: My plan is to move the workers to Kotzebue from
35 Anchorage, the NANA Development.. Maybe not right away, but .. -
36 maybe in the next three or four years. Or maybe sooner if I
37 can. If the Red Dog project starts gettlng going, there's no
38 reason why we shouldn't have our workers in Kotzebue instead
39 of Anchorage. At least most of them. We'll probably have an
40 office there, but I think all of our administration, our '
41  computer system,'our payroll system, you know, I think we
42 need to get them back home. So I've all ready told our
43 workers about it, and some of them are not too happy about
44 it, but they got three or four years to think about it. So,
45 I thlnk that's going to be good, but we'll get serious with a
46 few at a time, starting with me.
47
48 And also, we'll work with the borough. We've always worked
49 together and we'll work with Johnny and them, trying to help
50 the borough along, and we shouldn't have. any problems there.
51
52
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SNELDON' Is that it? Aarlgaa (that 1s good), he ‘has given

1
2 us a report of the status of business in NANA. We will come
3 back at 1:30; let us stand up and repeat the short
4 benediction. We have transportation for you, wherever you
5 ' want to go for lunch.,‘- v
-7 . "May the Lord watch between me and thee, whlle we are absent
8 one from the other. Amen“ _ .
-9 '
10 (RECESS FOR LUNCH) »
11 - _ ' ‘ ' ' _
12 SHELDON: Those two people w111 ‘come later, let the rest of
13. - us start right away, OK? '
14
15  VOICE: Afflrmative. '
16 , ' ' : '
17 . SHELDON:. Before we get started let us have a prayer.
18
~19 "Talkuu, my God, we give more thanks to thee thls afternoon.
20 We give thanks to Thee for- glving us strength to our bodies
21 -and for g1v1ng our splrits the will to do good, we thank Thee
22 for pouring Thy blessings upon us today. We could not
23 provide strength for ourselves in this life, but in our -
24 depending on Thee, Thou has made. it possible for us to _
25 accomplish our tasks this morning and in the afternoon, for -
26 these things we give Thee thanks, Jesus. And if we have any
27 decisions to make, we ask Thee to go before us, and through
28 thy Holy Spirit give us- clarlty of mind so that:we may be
29 able to make right decisions. " As Thou knowest, we have
30 difficulties all the time, but we know that Thou can help us
31 miraculously, and so we ask for Thy ass1stance. Thank you.
32 We ask Thee to give wisdom to those who will speak to us, and
33  help us to accompllsh our tasks this afternoon. In Jesus
34 name, Amen." s _ :
35 o v : - v
36 Item G. on the agenda is next, Local Adv1sory Flsh and Game
37 Report. Pete is not yet here.,’ :
38 REGGIE JOULE.’ He's . supposed to be here th1s afternoon.
40 V<SHELDON'* Maybe you and Suzy (Erllch) can take the next one
‘3__then, eh? S _ S R S :
42
3 JOULE. OK.
Z45;?_SHELDON'- Suzy? ﬁeyjﬁg.'f:e
47 JOULE. (to Suzy) You want to do that’
48 - |
' 49:“jSHELDON:‘ NANA Museum Report. -
50 - :
S ERLICH'- OK. Hl. Are we at B.?
53 VOICE' Startlng rlght now. |
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1 ERLICH: Museum report?

2

3 SHELDON: Yeah, Museum Report.

4 .

5 ERLICH: OK. - I think you've been hearing just like every

6 other place that the State is cutting back? I got a

7 telephone call from them in Juneau, and they said they cut

8 some money, but they don't know how much. I had thought

9 maybe they would cut 100%, but they are going to give us

10 some. And after the governor does all this work, they'll let
11 me know. I can't tell you too much right now. If we go down
12 too far, then we'll have to let some people go like we have
13 Sophie, myself, Reggie, Sharon, full-time, year-round. If we
14 have to, if we get cut too much, what I'll probably

15 recommend is to give the job of director to Sophie, and then
16 I would just look for another one. And keep the two or three
17 guys aloft, you know, see what everybody else does. We have
18 lots, and so I think that's real important for her to stay

19 on.
20 v

21 On Reggie's program, I have not heard from Maniilagqg. They
22 have not heard how much he's going to get cut. Nobody really
23 knows right now. Maybe at the next meeting we'll have a full
24 report. But right now that's all I could say about the
25 money.
26 ' :
27 That camp is going real good from what I hear. Rachel's been
28 working on that. She sure knows how to work; she had v
29 everything organized, and that's real good. We've had about
30 4,500 tourists so far, and hopefully we'll have another 2,000
31 when it's over in September. They sure like the show; they
32 like the kids. And last year, year before, the kids used to
33 go up there and sing or dance and chew gum. Now I won't let
34 them chew gum, and they have to sit in one place. So now
35 they're getting to be more professional. And we're getting
36 good reports from people in the States who see other people.
37 They always talk real good about our show now. I'm real
38 proud of that. That's it, unless you have questions.
39 . - .
40 I understand: you fellas wanted to hear about IRA?
41 = C ' ‘
42 ' SHELDON: Yeah. Ah-hah.
43 , -
44 ERLICH: Oh. OK. What you want to know about them?
45 .« R ’ v
46 SHELDON: What was it we talked about yesterday, Rachel?
47 . e -
48 CRAIG: What it is, how they work, where their administrative
49 - heads are. v .
50 B
51 SHELDON: How much power they have.
52 ' :
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CRAIG: Uh-huh. Their orlglns, thelr ‘source of power, how
much jurisdiction they have.

ERLICH: Fine.

CRAIG:  And- then in relatlon to c1ty counc1ls and, you know,
,_thelr Jurlsdlctlon. : SERIEE o

WEONOUIEWN

ERLICH: You know, there s the State of Alaska. And then
10 - inside the State, there's boroughs like here and then there's.
11 cities, that go State, borough, ‘city. With the IRA, they're
12 not there. 1It's a federal government, first federal

13  government, state, borough, city. For IRA's, it's federal

14 = government, IRA. Up close to the federal government. ' And

15 the cities can't tell IRA's what to do. And they can't pass

16 -~ a law that affects the IRA, because the IRA through the U. S.

17 government, they recognize that we were here first. We were

18 here for thousands of years, and we must have had our own way .

19 of doing things. So, they don't want to come and tell us

- 20 what to do. So what the federal. government said is your IRAs
21  are dependent -- we depend on the federal government -- but
22 independent, meaning, we're separate. We're separate.

23 Dependent independent natlons,”they always call us. Even the'

24  little village of Kobuk when it has- IRA, it has that special
25 - relatlonshlp w1th the government. - : ‘

27 ' In IRAs, in IRAs all over the natlon, the reason why we got
28 to be an IRA here-in Alaska was when Russia sold Alaska to
29 the United States government. They put in there that for the
30 unconquered people -- for us -- that we.would be treated just

31 like Indians in the Lower 48. So, the U. S. government, when

32 it signed off on that, had to agree with that. And for many
33 years, the U. S. government treated the Indian tribes as

34 separate nations. They had treaties with them down there.

35 - What that lets us do, we could:rule ourselves tradltlonally.
36 In cities, there's many things that we could do. Even after
.37 this meeting, IRAs could tax -- they could collect tax. IRAs
38 could pass laws, like this Kotzebue IRA passed a law for

39 . employment for the Inuplat that live here. That's a law that

.40 _we've been. using.and- usxng with: the contractors. And it~

.. could pass; it could have a tribal court, and I think. that

.. -some- of the IRAS. in the. region now -are 1ook1ng, going to try
_to use tribal’ courts,for IfAupiaq kids. The federal

-vgovernment, about»e gh' years ago, they passed Indlan child

A =th “reason why they- passed it is because

i 1 1 48, they kept' saying, "our kids are

belng aised’ by Naluagmlis, they forget who they ‘are."™ You

know. We want our kids to be Indian. And so they passed

swcthis law;- that:law:is: for us, too, " because we have that same,

~-1ike the Lower .48, we have that special relatlonshlp to the

federal government. And the law says that full children who

“‘are in court custody that IRAs have to be told formally --

" the - Court or the BIA -~ have to send a letter to the IRA to
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1 tell them that this child is in court, or they're taking the
2 kid away from the mother, .that kind of thing. They have to
3 tell the IRAs, and then the IRAs could go into court just
4 like lawyers and in the court tell the judge what they had
5 decided..about the child. And .so the IRAs have.been working -
6 in the region and one thing that they are finding now, it
7 would be much better if there was a court, an Ifupiaq court,
8 to take care of these because the Naluagmii people always go
9 crazy. And sometimes, like one boy, ten years old, he went
10 with the court since he was a baby. They said for two years
11 we'll keep him and then we'll give him back to the mother.
12 They never give him back. And all the time, here in town,
13 they put him with white foster parents, and then they put him
14 with Natives every few months to go some other place.
15  Finally, that boy start being real mad. And in school, real
16 problem, so they finally had to expel him from school, 'cause
17 he was, you know, too bad. They put him in the Group Home.
18 They have to send him away from the Group Home. That little
19 boy, in my mind, he grow up with hate because he didn't
20 belong any place. They put him this place and that place. I
21 think if there were tribal courts, maybe the Ifiupiag people
22 would have taken him. And maybe the tribal court would have
23 worked with that family to help him be a better person. 1In
24 my mind, right now, we lost one person, you know, because
25 he's too full of hate. And I hate to see that. So, anyhow,
26 the -- I think it's Kiana that's talking about tribal courts.
27 They should have done that IRA here in Kotzebue and we have
28 been talking about a tribal court for quite some time. But
29 now we're saying because the kids, this IRA in Kotzebue got
30 notice about it, a child maybe in Noorvik, or Shungnak, or
31 some place. And people always come here, meet here for a
32 while, go back home and come back here. So it's getting that
33 State court confuse them and sending them here. So now,
34 maybe we should try a regional tribal court, and that way all
35 the region is together. And that way we won't mistake out
36 kids (make wrong decisions for them), you know, or let them
37 fall through the cracks. So that's being talked about right
38 now. When there is a court, it would be looked at just like
39 the State courts here, in terms of Indian Child Welfare.
40 There's many powers that IRA could have, one of them in terms
41 of drinking. And there is a federal law that the IRAs could
42 meet to stop that booze. They could do that. They have that
43 power. They have the power over some special monies, like
44 BIA, Johnson O'Malley, at school. That has to be used for
45 Eskimo kids and IRA could put any say, to take that federal
46 government say, "That's the IRAs money." That's your
47 long-term goal, IRA just passed a resolution or something to
48 give that power of theirs to the school, you know. That
49 ‘ power really is with the IRAs, and I'm glad that the school
50 district has that money. But those thlngs the. IRAs have to
watch over. IRAs have all of our region, all of our villages
52 here, IRAs have the government. But also, back in 1936 or so
" when they signed that constitution for the IRA, they created
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~the IRAs to be businesses. So the IRAs can be government and
'they can have their own businesses. And they could create

. the business and then, instead of paying state tax, that tax
could be paid to the IRA. There's tribes in the Lower 48 who
do that, and some of them get three-four million dollars . a
year on taxes from their businesses. So those are thlngs'

v that IRAS could do that I'ver explalned.

VOENOAL S WP

And the IRA is the government for the Ifiupiaq people, and
.10 it's only as good as the people. And when we don't care,.

- 11 when we just let it go, it's weak, you know. Maniilaq
12 Association is there only because'the IRA give it the rlght
13 to exist. By resolution they said, Maniilaq could be. And =
14 if the IRAs didn't want Maniilaqg any more, all they have to
15 do is write another resolution saying, "We want our money
16 back," because at Maniilaq it's buying services from BIA
17  services. - That was built, and Maniilag worked real hard at
18 doing the best job it could. But then again, their power
19 comes from IRAs. S . '

21 JOULE: Is there a boundary, I mean, to ‘ask the IRA

22 government, if they were to pass a law with regard to liquor.
23 . How would that work with positions  they left? Did the IRA
24 government at Kotzebue, when they say, you cannot sell booze
25 in the Indian‘village of'Kotzebue. "How would that be.....

26 o

27 YERLICH.' Right away, rlght away, ‘Bish: Gallahorn and Charlie
28 Randall and them would take us-to court, you know. And that
29 law for IRAs would be weakest in Kotzebue, weakest because
'30. they would say,. custom and tradition, how many years they've
31 Dbeen selling booze. They would say that the community has

32 become dependent in terms.of jobs,. you know, ‘'cause they have
33 to hire people to work there for their bars and for their

34 liquor. And they would, the’ court would, they'd take us to
'35 State court.: And that's where it would be weakest ‘here in
36" Kotzebue. Did I answer your questlon7

- 38 JOULE: - You say 1t mlght be weakest 1n Kotzebue, but would 1t
39 _-lose9 ‘ e A

407 L e ' ‘ o
41 ERLICH’“ Ahm, 1t would go all the way to the Supreme COurt.

431W3JOULE. Alaska State court?

wﬁERLICH No, it would«probably go all the way to U. S. .

47 try to put'us in State court, if we did it, and we would try
48 to put us 1n‘Federa1 court, v'cause the Federal court is

49~ better for us:® ‘So, and it would take many years of court :
50  struggle.  And then -the Supreme Court would, you know, if the
.51 IRA de01ded to do- 'that, I don't think it would back down

52 until it went to- the Supreme Court, you know. And then, too,

- 63 the State would not back down, you know. States sure don't
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1 like IRAs; they don't like them because they think we're
o2 trying to take over. (little laughter)

4 JOULE: Aren't we? (lots of laughter)

5 _

6 ERLICH: We should. (more laughter)

7 .

8 NEWLIN: You talked about the boundaries; Reggie, you asked
9 about the boundaries. Wherever the boundaries is, Kotzebue
10 here, Kivalina over here, Noatak here, Noorvik here, Selawik
11 = over here, Buckland, Deering. If that was going to happen,

12 the IRAs between Kivalina and Kotzebue would at least say,

13 this is where our boundary line is. This is if you oversee
14 this portion over here. Another agreement here, another

15 agreement here, another one there. It would be like this.

16 Wherever the IRAs agree to, that would be the Kotzebue

17 boundary. That's where we will always cover.

18 e

19 JOULE: In other words, they'll have more.

20 '

21 NEWLIN: Yes.

22

23 CRAIG: I think one time when we were.. (interruption)

24 Excuse me.

25

26 NEWLIN: Yeah.

27 :

28 CRAIG: One time when they were talking about boundaries I

29 think in Kotzebue, they took KIC boundaries. Our selection
30 boundaries. '

31 :

32 NEWLIN: Well, that could even go further because of Kotzebue
33 Corporation boundaries are limited, and we don't go as far as
34 they should go. So,....-

35 '

36 ERLICH: I know for the many years the IRAs thought they were
37 non-profit organizations; now they're changing. And they,

- 38 for maybe about the past five years, they start to come up as
39 a government. And I know, too, today they're meeting as the
40 = Northwest Ifiupiaqg Tribal Council. And they have been talking
41 about boundaries. And at some point they'll be ready to '
42 establish boundaries. But those things should be done with

- 43 the people, you know. And they will be. They're just
44 talking. .

45 S . v

46 - JOULE: ~ Suzy, we were talking about yesterday, and I

47 requested to hear you, or ask you to come here, explain to

48 some of our elders here about what's between the regular city
49 council and the IRAs, of the powers. I understand from years
50 ' back when -we had these problems in one of the villages that
51 IRA government was on top of the city council, kind of

52 overseeing the government. Right?

53 .
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1 ERLICH: - Way back when, you mean?
2 . . M)
3 JOULE: A few years back.
4 S »
5 ERLICH: Oh. It could, I don't know. -I was explaining to
6 them how it went with the Federal government, State, Borough,
-7~ city, all in one. And there's the IRAs, the Federal
8 - government, IRA out here. v S
9 . :
10 JOULE: The IRA belng a tr1bal government you know. I :
11 understood two years ago that the six IRAs city councils were
12 supposed to oversee the city council with the community ,
13 ordinance or with something else. You know, on affairs where -
14 there's some wrong doing in the regular city councils, the
15 IRA could 1ntervene and stralghten them out. This kind of
16 thing. - :
17 ' o o '_
18 ERLICH: In some vilIages here in Alaska, the IRA and the
19 City council have joined together. And so they work real
20 closer together that way. I think the State would object if-
21 the IRAs tried to oversee the City, because they're two ’
22 separate jurisdictions. The city can't tell the IRA what to
23 . do, and the IRAs can't tell the city what to do. '
24
25 JOULE: I thought it's taken the -=--- Bllllngs Law.
26 v ~
27 ERLICH: No. Uh-uh. It would be good 1f we worked together.
28 And when we passed that IRA ordinance that time, we had
29 meetings with the city. We started to work together 'cause
30 then they started, first they said, What? You IRAs can't
31 pass no law. What are you doing? So we sa1d ‘here's where
32 it said that we could pass the law and give us our powers.
33 And they said, well, we better sit down and start a meeting.
- 34 So we did. And then after Joe Hill got off the coun011 it
35 . Jjust. klnd of dropped agaln.' : _
36. .
37  JOULE: ------- said, m———ielle like his’ family, yesterday
38 said, that Kobuk, too, I think, that the young city council
39 . 'members, you know, young people making all kinds of laws that
40”,-just aren't worth: a- darn.- They didn't care what k1nd of
41 *ordlnance 1t passed.g
42 . _ . o K
43 ERLICH'“ Maureen Pie' at Manillaq (Maureen is her name), she
44 is a- 1awyer and she is supposed.to work with all the IRAs in. o
- 45 ;. helping -them . .if - they3want ‘to.pass the ordinance, you know, if .
46> they want to find out how.much power they have,. those types
47  of things. - So, you should ‘remember that if your people start
48 : talking at home. If they need help, let them call Maureen
- 495 collect -even - at Manlilaq. - -
50
51 ~JOULE: Maureen P1e'°’
. 52 ' o ' _ -
53  ERLICH: Ah-huh P-I-E; just like p1e. .(silence)_ That it?
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SHELDON: Robert, maybe you should add to this discussion.
Robert is very well versed on IRAs, too, since he's been
president of our IRA in Noorvik.

'NEWLIN: She did a good job of presenting it to you, but it's

true that the Ifiupiat, before Alaska became a State, the
traditional councils of the IRA were strong. They still have
the same powers. It's powers have not been diminished. They
can create laws as long as they don't go against too many
things. That's what the IRA can do. They are very strong,
but we just haven't implemented those powers.

MILDRED SAGE: I-R-A stands for what?

ERLICH and NEWLIN TOGETHER: Indian Reorganization Act.
(some laughter) _

SAGE: some comment about wondering what I-R-A was.

ERLICH: Indian Reorganization Act. That was a law that was
passed in 1934. ‘

VOICES: Oh. So we've been under it for a long time then,
eh? ‘

NEWLIN: It was enacted in 1906, but it was at least revised
in 1936.

ERLICH: And most of the IRAs up here were created 1936.
Some-where around there. Some of them you, you. see the
people have to vote and they have to agree, they write their
names on a list. Those are called first members. Susie
Hunnicutt, I think, you're on that list. So they had a
meeting and agreed.

SHELDON: The council were the only authority in the village
when we were growing up. They were very strong. People
respected them very much. They feared them even more than

- .they do the court judges today. That's because they were
‘very strong: "Whenever they made a decision, there were no

infringements to the contrary. The IRAs are supposed to be
strong. They even held court sessions, sometimes all night

-~ long. (some soft laughter)

'Gﬁf$3UMAN°CLEVﬁiAND:¢ Those Ifiupiaq people were able to agree
with each other. That's what made them so strong. They

:»always agreed with each other and supported their decision.
49°* SHELDON: They made sure that their work withstood any
50 opposition. ‘ _
51 : '
52- A VOICE: The upper Kobuk people especially were that way.
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- 23

24
25

26

27

28

29
30
31

SHELDON: (after a soft laugh) The Noorvik council was a
fearsome group.. (lots of laughter) '

A MALE VOICE: Even’in'Noatak.y:

FEMALE VOICE° Even in- Noatak.u Yes._

MALE VOICE: They didn't allow any of the school chlldren to
stay out after 8:00 pm. They always had patrolmen in the
village from the Council. . They made sure that the klds
didn't cause any trouble 1n the village.

(Many voices all talking at the same tlme. 'Some making
comments that on hind sight, they were very obedient
‘'children.) (more laughter, enjoylng reminiscing.) (More
muffled v01ces and motors pass1ng by ) ‘

SHELDON' ‘Do any of you have any questlons on that top1c7

A MALE VOICE: You know, at»Ambler we.supportheorge leading

in the council in IRA. And that's the one they most need
even that this council have try to have IRA. He's running
it. So they quit ====- ’ somebody make news like that.
ERLICH: Yeah, yeah. I heard 1ately about that.

MALE VOICE: Yeah?

ERLICH: @ Mm-hm, mm-hm.

T. CLEVELAND; And breaklng us, you know, ]ust llke one. Try
to make a flght..' o P ) ‘ : .

ERLICH' I thlnk you should have ‘someone in Ambler get a hold
of Maureen..v

MALE VOICE: . Yeah.

ERLICH: You'might have a bigjprohlem there.

SHELDON’- So if anyone of us wants to fully understand ‘about
the IRAs, they have staff at Manlllaq who could help us.
TRUMAN They came up to us one tlme and helped us to .~ )
understand our situation. And we didn't ask for help soon

- ;enough., It's that person who publlshed that news that. has

46+ ;stirred us. up..-‘ T

48 FEMALE VOICE° Are IRAs 1nvolved w1th all klnds of projects

- 49 w#*-and+ proqrams, OFvee - - - = : v

'50
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1 ERLICH: Most of the IRAs only do how much they get money
2 for. And that's because they have to employ people. So some
3 of them can be involved in lots of projects. But some of
4 them are not because they're poor.
5
6 MALE VOICE: Speaking of money, how much they get from public
7 IRAs projects; take some money and maybe some, just like in
8 Kiana. If they want to spend the money wisely, they can buy
9 a store if they need to. And using that store to help the
10 Natives. Maybe lower the prices, like fuel project, general
11 merchandise store, anything that they can. Gosh, as long as
12 they have the money..
13
14  ERLICH: Yeah, yeah. Even like in Selawik, they have the
15 Selawik fuel project, the IRA, you know, things like that.
16 Ah-huh. They can do that.
17 :
18 SHELDON: Our store is really a big help to us up at Noorvik.
19 We pulled it out of ANICA, severed our partnership with
20 ANICA, and now it belongs to the people of Noorvik. And when
21 we really need help for any reason, we go through the IRA to
22 get help from the store for the people. It is very good for
23 us.
24
25. Maybe you don't have much else to discuss on that topic.
26 ‘ o
27 The next item on the NANA Regional corporation report has
28 been done by Willie all ready. But the next one on NANA
29 Dorms Status Report, job announcement and..
30 :
31 - NEWLIN: Aren't they going to talk about Slvunnllgv1k’ After,
32 the Museum Report, or what? _
33 »
34 JOULE: Maybe while Pete's here. Pete's here. Maybe you can
35 wrap it up with Pete. :
36
37 SHELDON: Oh, Pete (Schaeffer) did come. OK, Pete. You were
38 supposed to give the Local Advisory Fish and Game Report.
39 S
40 PETE SCHAEFFER: Mr. Chairman. Last time I met with you
41 (unintelligible). What. has happened is last June in Juneau
42 ---consistent?---= -== == --- we're still, you know, we're
43 little bit happier with State regulations, but not, it's only
44 about half way to where we want to go. What we're doing
45. right now is putting.together a paper for all regulations
46  systems. What we want to do with that paper is to distribute
47" it amongst the other Native groups in the State and the IRA,
48 and especially the elders for some body to edit and then
49:- help, what we want you to do with that paper is to correct it
50 and then send it back to us. We won't abuse it because we
51 think the subsistence battle is not over yet, it probably new
52 rule in the federal level in Washington for next year, the
53 ANILCA thing is going to come up again and we haven't, not in
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the system, the Marine Mammal Protection Act. ' What we're
going to do is start getting new work someway of protecting
ourselves to where only us Ifiupiags and Aleuts and -Indians in
Southeastern hunt the walrus and seals and polar bears and
keep it that way. The State is right now under a lot of
pressure to take away the program, mainly, and some of the

- able to take Naluagmiis ‘out to hunt, so they can make a
little bit of money, you know. That should be 0K, too.  So

- 10 if you happen to do right now is to figure out from the ’
11 federal level what we have to-do to protect what we all ready
12 have. ' That's under federal law right now that only Ifiupiags
13 have the right to hunt the sea mammals, and we want to keep
14 it like that. oOn the State- level, what we do now is, getting
15 back to that paper, is to get that paper to you people to
16 change it, and we'll be coming out pretty soon because
17 Sheffield seem like been helping us through the subsistence
18 thing right now, but it looks like maybe it's possible that

VONOU S WNPR

19 he might not be the governor again, so, what we want to do is

20 get that paper to start gettlng'your thoughts together on
21 paper so. we can start to. design some sort of regulation
22 ,}system that we can start enforc1ng on these Naluagmlls.

24 Another thing we'd like to-dovls with that system of
25 regulation right now we should start getting like Al and
26 Frank to, before they even go back to Juneau, to meet with

27 . them, and then figure out how we're going to handle what they'

28 think might come up as far as subsistence is concerned.
29 - That's not only, if you look at the whole hunting picture,
30 there's a lot of things that fit into this. One is, probably
- .31 the lowest on the pole is us in Ifiupiaqg Country even though -
32 we're a hunting culture. - Then we have the guides and
- 33. outfitters that have de51gned the whole regulation system as
34 we see it right now.. Well, those are key people that
35 supposed to be the: guide board and game board and the: fish
36 . board. And since Shively has been on the Game Board and
37 Sarah Scanlan it's been a lot better for us to get things
38 kind of like where we can‘go out and get animals and not have
39 to suffer under the whlte man's enforcement system where you
40, have these game wardens and, now we have the Park Rangers who
41 .may- be tw1ce as bad, watchlng us every tlme we do somethlng.
42 % . : ‘
43’I~Another thlng that we. have to start d01ng, I guess, all of us
14 . have to start being aware of is the Park Service is going to
5start~athey have: beennwif some body wastes somethlng ‘'what
"they'll:
-2 start taking pictures. ~And: start getting, a guide see
48 somethlng, what they'll do is get testimony, and what they

"49%= will do. with:that is that under the table they'll give it to

50' fpeople like the Sierra. Clubs, Audubon Society, Friends of the
51 Earth, and all -those people to file an 1njunctlon in court on
52 ° the federal level and then have us stop hunting in the park.
53 And that's at Cape Krusenstern, in the Kobuk Valley, and
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probably a lot in the Noatak Preserve, too. So what we're

1
2 going to have to do is the elders, they're going to have to
3 start educating the young hunters, that if they're going to
4 do something like this, to prevent it if you can. If not, do
5 it in-a way that these people don't know about it.
6 ' :
7 What I want to do is explain to you little bit of what I'm
8 - talking about like over in Selawik this winter we had a bunch
9 of caribou killed that, you know, were left. And that showed
10 like a real sore thing, sticking out there in the field. And
11 that's what these Parks Service guys are looking for now.
120 The best way to protect ourselves is to use our hunting
13 skills and pass them on to these younger people to where
14 they'll not do this stuff any more. And, right now, me and
15 Greg Moore (he's on vacation now; he'll be back this weekend)
16 and we're going to start on that paper and hopefully we want
17 to get it out in September or later on in August to where you
18 'people can see what we're trying to do. What we want you to
19 do with that paper is take a look at it, and what you think
20 about it, we want to hear from you. Because we can't do it
21 all by ourselves because maybe Buckland or maybe in Kobuk,
22 maybe with the same animal these people use it different.
23 What we want to do is try to make it so that it's understood
24 that it's used different, and then try to make it legal. And
25 with that paper we're going to also have another Subsistence
.26 Resource Commission meeting for the Parks on the Kobuk Valley
27 and Cape Krusenstern. And what we're going to do is use that
28 paper for our hunting paper and run it to Subsistence
29 Resource Commission because it has the power to give the
30 Board of Game, and if the Board of Game doesn't find that it
31 fits these four seasons, they can't turn it down. And if
32 they turn it down, they'll have to write down every reason
33 why they do it. So this is a real chance to get the system
34 that the Naluagmiis have designed for us and then start using
35 rather than being defensive all the time start doing - '
36 something to those people for once. Because subsistence as
37 we know it now is being watered down by the State to where
38 there was a passage of the subsistence priority, you know,
39 = what that Senate Bill 288 is all about. There is still a
40 real serious(?) thing that bill that (?) that Alaska, State
41 - of Alaska doesn't recognize its Native people so that
42 somebody from Outside can come into Kotzebue or into the
43 village and say, "Well, now I'm going to subsist." That
44 leaves the door open for a lot of people that interpret it
45 . wrong to flnd a way in to use our resources and probably not
46° as wisely as'we:do.  And then, it's sort of like a boat with
47 - lot of holes in it and we want to start trying to plug up all
48 these holes,»and that s kind of what we're up to right now.
49 .-
50 If you have any questlons.....
51
52 < SHELDON: Aren't there any questions that you would like to
53 ask him? : :
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ARMSTRONG : Pete, what about "guldlng" ‘of those bears that .
have been in Noatak? I heard that some of the guides.......?

P. SCHAEFFER: Right; And when they catch polar-bears we
"also have what:we-call the mortality rate, they accept a:

start shooting them, what they do is overdose them too much
where they choke and they don't get their tongue out or
something. Working through the Fish and Game office here

10 they have to go by the numbers. They have to go dig up those
11 number some how, and that's one of the processes they use to
12 go find out what's out there. They expect, you know, a

13 certain number that mess. up on, they'll die.

VONOAUT & WN P

14 _ L

15 ARMSTRONG' I suppose ——eee those bears that they shoot
16 will eventually die, r1ght° _
17

19 and counting and putting these radio .collars on, for one

~20 thing, the bears are out of season. And the other thlng is
21 that after they come out and start shooting, they're not real
22 desirable as a food animal because. they still have caribou
23 season open and there's other animals more, people want more
24 than bear. I think a lot of that confusion was some of ‘the

© 25 gulde people g01ng up to Noatak and stirring people up and we
26 feel that is very unnecessary and the Fish and Game had made
27 an attempt to communicate between the Department and the
28 village. We were comfortable with it until this thing flared
29  up. And partly its due to, like I said, one of the guides
30 going up there, because he did it- 1ndependent1y on the -==--
31 that was there, and he didn't see fit to go through Fish and
32 Game (too much motorized noise drowning out voices)......up

33 tO Noatako He waSoonoooooooooo- ------------ .

34 , ' o o
35 . ARMSTRONG: The reason I asked you because I thought the -—
36 - elders -=--- e ——— . - You said he objected to shooting the

37 bears with darts even before we started to run up half the

38 Noatak. He said ------- made known to them that there was

39  (very difficult to- make out what he's saying.) because they
40 . claim that some of the stuff that. they put in these bears,

41 - are in a bear for ninety days to a year.‘ I wonder if that is

P, FF] Thefe’fec s 0 ;thls ==== 0---- on thls dart

- ; ﬁatﬁthey$dd%iSvWHeﬁ' 3 "obillze the bear to make it
46ap]still s6° they can put"- tube, measure it, weigh it, and do

‘whatever they do to it, is like’ the humans taking too much

,485% whiskey or something llke that., They want to knock him over, -

49 ~ and then as soon as the bear starts to move is when the
50 ' effects of the ‘drug start to wear off. And then the bear
51. . takes off and goes around and follow that pattern maybe a

. 52 week---»--- --- some kind of --- --< --- on the tail, so ---
B3 mm= == collar (I apologlze that I am unable to get this
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1 part; there's so much noise muffllng and drowning out the

2 human voice. RC) :

3 ~ o

4 I'm not an—expert, just discussing, but I sure can find him

5 if you want me to.

6 .

7 ARMSTRONG: The reason why I brought it up is that this was

8 an elderly man that said that he didn't like the way Fish and

9 Game was shooting these bears that they feed on spring and

10 fall. They didn't know exactly how long this stuff was

11 lasting in the bear. (Couldn't make out a sentence he said.
12 RC) I know that -- -- -- way above Noatak there's a lot of
13 bear eaters yet in the area. I know that there was no

14 objection from anybody when Fish and Game first started

15 shooting the bears, putting that stuff inside of them, but I
16 don't know if there'll be any hunters getting any bears this
17 fall. They're scared to death about these bears that they

18 put radio collars on.

19

20 ANOTHER MALE VOICE: You know what they can do is, like he

21 says, find somebody that knows a lot about the drug that they
22 . shoot into the bears, and, you know how they have these

23 programs on the radio. Have this person talk and let people
24 know how long this drug is having an effect on that animal

25 once it is shot. How long it took the longest to wear out.
26 You could be right, it could be that they're affected for a
27 long while, but on the other hand, it could be that it wears
28 off right away. It would be good information to know. Put
29 it on the radio station, talk to the newspapers about it.

30 v

31 SHELDON: Do any of you have any questions that you would

32 like to ask? Our young people really need to be counselled
33 about killing animals. They shouldn't kill so many that they
34 have to leave them out in the country. We need to counsel

35 the young hunters at home about that. That's what he talked
36 about, and that the staff at Fish -and Game are looking for
37 incidents like that. They're trying to find wanton waste of
38 wild game in our land. Our traditional life by taking wild -
39 game for food from our land is a tradition that we must
40 guard. But we can also see that it is beglnnlng to be very
41 difficult to maintain. On top of that, the white population
42 is increasing all the time. When their numbers become many,
43 it won't be easy for us to live off the land, a tradition
44" which has been going on from time immemorial, the way our
45  forefathers lived, providing for their families from the
46 land. There was no other way because there were no
47 convenient grocery stores, and so they worked hard to provide
48 for their families. Life is getting easier for the rest of
49~ us, but we can't eat exclusively foods that we have to buy in
50 '~ stores. Employment is hard to come by in our area and so we
51 = can't depend on working for wages all the time.
.52
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We really must counsel our young hunters, that they get only
those animals that they can take home. This goes for the
caribou, too. This is good advice and counsel, and getting
food from our land will continue to get harder and harder,
especially hunting wild game. They are getting more scarce.
If they continue to find‘overkillsjand what they consider

- wanton waste, leaving killed wild game out in the country,
the Game Wardens will use that information to kill our way of

, 'life of hunting for wild game from our land. Our way of

10 harvesting from the land without having to buy it from

11 somebody. We must keep that in mind, those of us elders

12 _elected to organizations, and counsel our young people at .

13 meetings on the proper ways of hunting and providing for

14 family without wastlng anything. That would be a very good

15 thing for us to do. X -

VONOD D WN R

17 MILDRED SAGE: All of_our villages are each different in the
18 way they live. In our village, we have people who go up the
19 rivers to camp and store fish for the winter. That's the way
20 life has been ever since I could remember as a child. And
21 then during the winter they would go up and pick some of

22 those fish that they had gotten earlier in the fall, to use
23 at home during the winter.. But they don't .do that much any

24 more. They would still fish and leave a fish cache, but the

25 - bears eat them up. When they catch the bears that have been
26 raiding people's food storage, they kill them, and in so

27 doing expose them-selves to government authorities and jailed
28 for any reason. That's what we feel bad about at home. I
29 didn't want to just thlnk about 1t, and so I share the

30 1nformatlon with you. _ .

32 From tlme 1mmemor1a1, our people have gathered food for later
33 use and stored them in food caches and they still like to do
34 that. That's why we find it hard to try to tell them not to

35 - put food away -for later use, because we value the way we have -

36 always-lived. We don't get only as much as the sled can

37  carry._ When the fish are no longer in the estuaries and they
38. have migrated way up to the headwaters, we don't know where
39 they are, and when cold weather comes as they reach their

40° destinations, .the people know that it's safe to store large

41  numbers of fish ‘and so they begin to gather fish in earnest.

42- . That's what we do way up inland when we know that .the cool
43 - weather will preserve our stored-fish. Then'they know where
44 they can get some fish as the need arises: throughout the

‘ 45%;“w1nter monthsy: But there. are many people who have worked

48 1ncreased so much.’ @

;,A,m,

B '.v

51 we have gathered before freeze-up is usually gone by the time
- 52 we ‘come back to pick it up after freeze-up. ‘The populatlon
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of the bears has greatly increased up where we are, too. I

1

2 don't know if we can do anythlng about it.

3

4 MALE VOICE: The same thlng is happening all over the place.
"5

6 SHELDON: Yes. That's true.:

7 v

8 SAME MALE VOICE (Herbert Custer?): Up where we are, too,

9 the bear population has really grown. We see thenm

10 everywhere, especially in the height of the hunting season.,
11 And when the local people have gathered fish for later use

12 and leave them out in the accustomed fishing places in the

13 country, they get used up. There are so many white people up
14  in our area now. I think the population of the Ifiupiat is

15 even smaller. We know that those white people eat up the

16 . stored fish caches, and they act like nothing happened at

17 all. When they are hunting, and they come and go with

18 airplanes, you can't really know all that is going on. All
19 kinds of animals being killed. We have never been stingy

20 about the fish, but those white people have no respect for

21 what belongs to the Ifiupiat and just help themselves without
22 leaving anything useful in return. And when they get game
23 animals, they're just looking for the boneless meat and leave
24 everything else on their hunting site. The bears come around
25 and eat that up. And because of these practices, it just
26 isn't safe to leave any fish or anything else that we had

27 customarily done to prepare for the winter up in that
28 country.
29 v _
30 SHELDON: As long as the number of those white people keep
31 increasing, our kind of life will not get any easier. But I
32 think we can't just sit by and let these things happen; we

33 have to try to figure out ways where we can help make the

34 situation better for ourselves and our future generations. I
35 am sure we can find solutions.
36 '
37 A VOICE: They have airplanes and come and go quickly before
38 other people are aware of what they have done. And then they
39 leave everything and get us blamed for the situation. And
40 lots of people from Kotzebue and other villages come up the
41 river to hunt. I know some of them. And we know their
42 - habits, doing this and that before they go away again. Some
43 of them kill a lot of caribou, and then pick only the fat
44 ones to take home. When I take my sons hunting, we don't
45 kill 1ndiscr1minatelya ‘We..don't kill any to leave out there.
46 We are selective in our hunting. I am sure other people also
47 know those people whose hunting practices are not in keeping
48 with our traditional hunting practlces. (vehicular noise
49 ~ drowning out conversation.) I always counsel my sons about
50  the proper hunting practices, not to waste any game, take
51 - home what you kill,; etc.
52 -
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SHELDON: Is there anyone else who would like to speak on the

subject?

NEWLIN: I think what they have written is good, and if you

- ‘accept their proposal and give them your assistance, I think
" they would do good work for all of us. They are proposing to

wrlte a paper which we can't wrlte ourselves.‘

ARMSTRONG" These are the k1nd of programs you think we
should have on rescue., so we'll know ‘about (not very
lntEIIiglble) o e e 80 . o o0 00 T .

P.SCHAEFFER: Well, 1f you look at what they call the
hunter's accumulation, meaning how much a hunter gets, it
goes from back in the 40s to about late 40s which is a hunter
gets quite few animals. Well, it started to go down during
the 50s and then went further down durlng the 60s. Well,

when Ifiupiags really hunted, they took their sons out w1th
them, if they ever, they show them, father to son, they train
them. R

That father to son was broken up by sons llke me, even our
language, being shipped out to Edgecumbe or Chemawa or
Haskell or wherever. So what the hunters killed ratio in the
60s was real low that if .I went out then without training
from my father or my grandfather, I wouldn't get very much
because I didn't know how. Didn't know how to chase nothing
or really look up in the mountains and really know what I'm
looking at,"cause I didn't have that sharing experience with
my father. ' o e

‘Well, what happened now is that klds don't have to go away to

go to school any more, it changed from son to grandfather.
'Cause we're the fathers.and we don't know too ‘much. We

never did learn. =~ But-our grandfathers for.the most part-are: -

still a11ve, so the hunter, how much they get is. 901ng back
up again. It shows that we are training the growing hunters.
Just like the language, you have to learn it at home.v

" I don't know if there's’ any way you can learn it in school . -
other than reference kill, maybe,. or how to take care of your‘_

'ff_snowmachlne,_something that “you can do in school. . If you go

53

‘out with your father or-:your ‘grandfather, and they take them
. out, take the young one out, I think that's the only: way we

-really. could teachi:th
>can at least' brake where they're heading.v Spank them, you
-can do somethlng with thenm," you know. - "Cause if you teach

them-to:where if they make mistakes you.

. them at. school, “it's real hard because you're not sharing one
- on-one with your:own, you know.. You're kind of giving a

ageneral description to what -you're really trying to do. And
" if you take the grandson out and the son and then show them,

it means a lot more to them about the way you hunt, you know.
I don't really know. I think 1t's the old people, you know,
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" we don't think that the Fish and Game is the expert, it's the

old people. You see, that's how it's supposed to be because
you have this habit that has trapped this animal or had

‘gotten this type of fish, it's just something that we'll have

to figure out how you want to pass your skill on.

ARMSTRONG : (wanting to know something about Sivunniigvik.

Vehicular noise drowned out the voice.)

JOULE: We do some. But it's just, you know, we like to do
fishing and stuff. But we haven't. We do take a hand in
what they're receiving. When the hunters come around, we do
what we can. But the other animals are available after the
summer. Noorvik is probably about the closest thing that has
a lot of kids that do something because they use that boat,
and they take them up, and do stuff with the kids. The kids
have gone to Onion Portage. '

And I wanted to add on to what Pete was saying about younger
hunters who get in the practice of wanton waste. I think one
of the ways it can be handled is either through possibly IRA
or even Elders Council, the people who have been over more
than once. Or even the first time, let them know right away.
Hunters gotta tell them 'cause these people know. At least
as far as the villages know, they can say something. And how
we take care of it right in our own village. Then we don't
have to go to the Federal level. The people in the villages
can take care of it right away. Somebody should be chosen
for that. They don't really have to scold them, unless they
do it over again. And THEN scold them. They have to be
trained the right way, right away.

P.SCHAEFFER; Good 1deas, but you have to remember, though
also that as the season changes, so does what the Ifupiaq can
hunt changlng the life.

Fall times we follow a mid-year (?) policy up but not keeping
up Kobuk. It's when they start hunting caribou and then just
before freeze-up when they hunt the seal. Different regions
do their thing at any particular time of year. Maybe Kobuk,

_what they do maybe start trapping tiktaaliq (ling cod) or
. something while we have them seals or something It's gotta
- be probably more localized in a village to where they can

make, like, in the fall time when we go out seal hunting in a

{*boat?or something. - Maybe we can take some of the younger
" "ones with us, you know. But then again it's the school

47 system. I have a son that used to run dogs and like he

48 participated in that Cape to Kotzebue, it's the school system
49 that makes it tougher because they put them on restriction
50 when he gets back, you know. There has to be making worse

51 with the school system in that the school doesn't recognize
52 it as a skill. It takes just as much skill as learning to

53 add or subtract or write something, and it's what you're
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 doing outithere, you know. But'it's‘theyschool system that

doesn't recognizes that as a skill that can be rewarded maybe
w1th a grade or something.

ARMSTRONG‘- Reggie, maybe when you used to the school
district about Ifiupiaq Days, maybe you and I could, some of

~our people could, just talk with the 1ady about Inupiaq Day

JOULE: OK. Yeah. There s effectlve ways to get around the

.school system, but it would take a 1lot of communication with
the local advisory school" ‘board. You have to start with the
local advisory school board. It's a matter of the kids with
skills, write an English: paper ‘about what they did when they
were doing Inupiaq things.v 'They could still do that kind of
stuff. ' T - T

CRAIG: Even maps,_onvmiles, theY'could do~a11.kinds of
things. . § _ _

 JOULE: There are different ways that they could make it work .
if we could find the people that could make it work. Get the

hunters that really know, that would spend the tlme, even

' ARMSTRONG: Maybe that's a start.” Maybe we could line a few_.

other things. Line the local adv1sory board, rather than
e ——— We can think: about 1t._ o

P.SCHAEFFER? OK. The big difference that you'll have to
recognize is that as: time goes-on, this way of living is
changing.’ Where in your day, when you were young, all you
remember is going for thlS, gettlng that. Now, kids instead
of going, - just sit there, and the only things they exercise
is eyeballs and emotion, you know.f That's about it.

'~ Whereas, before, you-get . blisters in your hand when you' re
chopping wood and gettlng fish out of net and really work
you know. : :

So, somewhere along ‘the line, you have to recognize that_thls

culture, you know, that the cash economy where before if you
wanted a pile of wood, you’ had’ to go out and chop it

, yourself.- Now, .you just’ dig in’ your pocket and go get

somebody»else -to’ do,it, ‘you' know. "Sort of what they been

4527 . _ g-away the initiative to do hard work,
46~ 3 Wha,%they gotta do with that hunting is kind of
make them realize that it's hard work. And you have to be

48j -good at it. It's not just p1ck1ng up a gun, jumping in'a

49" boat, and going ih some house: ‘somewhere, just shooting full

- 50 ‘of™ holes and coming back w1th a: hamburger or something ‘else. -
51 : _

52
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1 Another way it might work in the school system, though, is to
2 take that gun, you know, that's the weapon, that's the
3 instrument you use to shoot this animal. And then make them
4 proud of how they take care of it and even more proud on how
5 they use it, you know, to where somebody will get a single
6 and not use fancy military guns that shoot fifty shells
7 before you even know where they all went, you know. That's
8 another reason why we get such a lot ofvdead caribou now is
9 because that these guns that could shoot thirty shells and
10 faster than you could count to ten, I mean when they start
11 shooting through the herd, well, the herd gets hit by the
12 bullets and some of them worse than others. The ones that
13 fall first. But sooner or later the crippled up ones, they
14 gonna fall down some place. If we can teach the kids that do
15 the shooting that if they get a rifle that shoot only one
16 shot, you either better get something with that bullet or
17 you're going to go hungry. 1It's a better approach, you know.
18
19 I think teaching them maybe something like weapons in school,
20 maybe how to take care of their snowmachine tools, maybe the
21 stuff that don't really matter. But what really adds up when
22 you go get the animal, I think that's the way to do it. And
then where it boils down to where in the village the elders
24 or the hunters have the time, right after they get all their
25 meat, take few kids. Not necessarily the kids in company all
26 the time; maybe one or two of them. Anybody's kids. Maybe
27 they've got no father or somebody that would like to learn
28 how to hunt and teach them in a village. Just like in the
29 village where there's hunter that come down to here, and
30 then, me, at my age just learning to hunt out in the ocean,
31 you know. And then after you learn to hunt in the ocean
32 maybe you want to go to Point Hope and see what it's like to
33 whale, you know. It's OK. 1It's something they can use as a
34 skill. It makes them a better hunter, you know. Which is
35 ~what our culture's all about.- Now I'm getting the material"
36 for the women to do all the work. (some laughter)
37
38 FLORA KARMUN: One of our teachers took high school girls and
39 boys up the road to go hunting. The boys took off with their
40 guns, and the girls stayed in the truck. And they got a
41 porcupine using the truck. The girls got something, the boys
42 . skunk. (much laughter) '
43 - .. . : '
44 R.CRAIG: Laura (Davis) used to get seals on the beach, just
45  hit them with an oar, ‘you know, w1thout a rlfle. Women do
46 lots of thlngs.
47 .
48 Maybe we need to think, too, even several more years back,
49 . the older men used to teach the young boys, you know,
50 ~ together, in the gargi thing. All of these preparation
51 things. And then by the time they were old enough to go out
52- hunting with their father or their uncles -- and the uncles
53 were responsible for the boys, too, to teach the boys how to
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hunt. By the time they were old enough to go hunting, the

" old people had taught them safety and weather and implements

and all those things, you know, the things that they hunted
with. And by the time they were old enough to go hunting,
then the.fathers.and uncles.took them out huntlng. Maybe we
could even look at- that approach you know.

I know Reggle wanted to have a program to send some oider
. boys like to Sealing Point and Seasolik, those places, to go

hunting for seals - with some of the famllles over there. And

' there were some families that were willing to take them in

and teach.them. But it's still during school year and we're

too busy to work that out, too. And the girls wanted to live
‘'with the families and learn how to cut seal, make seal oil,

make puugmlltaq, and all that stuff across there._ And
families were w1lling to take them in. But because it's
still school year during that time, it just didn't work out.
We still talk about it, but it hasn't happened yet. ‘I mean,

| we. Just gotta do somethlng.

M.SCHAEFFER: We probably could get w1th the school system,
make it like a school progect. You gotta set it up with the
Advisory School Board and approval all the way through all
the way.‘ _ '

R.JOULE: I guess probably 1f we re going to do 1t ......

M. SCHAEFFER' -You gotta have good backlng.

R JOULE We just gotta go do it.

M. SCHAEFFER. Yeah.

| R.JOULE: I was thlnking about it 'cause just in the last few

years I've been sending my kids up to camp to Sivunniigvik.
I see how much they learn. Especially little Reggie, he's
like a scouter up there this year. And I never had that

= opportunity when I was a kid.  I've learned as an adult. And

so, you know, it's not like you can take a kid one time

7g_because I'm just finding ‘out how much you learn just from

watching.’ You know, how can I say anything to him unless he -

¢ can. ask questions while he's watching something done by the:
© + elders: Sometimes-it rains, and it's buggy. And once they

start asking questions then you have to tell them what it's

.h»about.» And so,. you: know, if it's just kids you Just have to
*doFit with the same ones over and over and over. - .

R. CRAIG‘» That's what I was going to say. And I hear
49. .. parents, local parents, complaln that their kids don't know -
50~ how to' do this .in' camp, what they (the parents) grew up doing
51 in camp, but their kids don't know how to do it. But: they
‘52  don't take their kids to camp. You know. You have to take
'53. - them to camp if you want them to know that which you are
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1 complaining about. That's the way kids learn. That's the
2 way we learned. : .
3
4 ARMSTRONG: I think we need to (switch to Ifiupiaq). This
5 spring.I-took my son.muskrat hunting, and he. saw that as soon-
6 as the weather got a little bit warm, the muskrats were
7 running all over some frozen lakes making it all black, when
8 there are a lot of muskrats. And then some later evening, we
9 saw a muskrat that was running. We were running our
10 snowmachines. Our boat was still on our sled. My son was
11  excited. And then the muskrat went under the sled, and I
12 didn't hear my son shoot his .22 because my snow-machine was
13 running. His uncle said, "Gee, you must have shoot your
14 sled, eh?" "Wwhat he do? Did he shoot?" "Yeah, he shoot v
15 right through between those, the running board and the sled."
16 I stopped my snowgo instantly, and told my son. "Son, just
17 because you're excited about getting an animal you gotta be
18 aware, that if that bullet had hit here and hit me, you would
19 be in a sorry situation right now. Even when you think you
20 are excited about getting an animal, you always have to be
21 aware of the position of your rifle, that it isn't pointed
22 toward a human being. We are just beginning to hunt muskrats
23 and we will be at it for a while." That's why our children
24 don't know because we don't take them camping with us.
25 Obviously, the Museum is short of funding to pay someone, and
26 so we should take it upon ourselves to teach those kids. I
27 think that might be a good idea. I wanted to say these
28 things, using the inexperienced shooting of my son as an
29 example of how we could teach our own children.
30
31 T.CLEVELAND: You all must have known Pete McManus, who was
32 our teacher for several years. The teachers in villages are
33 not uniform in all the villages. McManus was very much in
34 support of our bilingual education, even though he was a
35 white man. He always told us to call him if we wanted to
36 take the boys out in the country. He always said that if we
37 needed his help, he was sure that the school would permit him
38 to go with us because the children are learning bilingual
39. education. He said he would be out with us even a whole
40° afternoon. And so when I decide to take my son out with me,
41 I just had to call McManus and he'd excuse my son to go with
42 me. And so when I went hunting or went out to get wood, he'd
43 be my companion, and I'd be teaching him wilderness living.
44 I guess the policies of the different village schools is not
45 . the same.. But that'!s the way we used to handle traditional
46 learning time in Ambler when Pete McManus was still alive.
47 But now that we have gotten some new teachers, the policies
48 may have changed somewhat.
50 SHELDON: We should all be talking about how we are going to
51 teach our children these skills in our villages. As we know,
52 the villages are not the same. Each is different. Even in
53 our language, some terminologies on the coast and among us
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riverine people is different. And even our animals are
different. Whatever we do in our own area, we do teach our
children and grandchildren what they need to know in our part
‘of the region in our camps. Especially when they are little.
This spring.we had our. grandchildren and:.we taught. them the
same things we taught our children because we are always
camping every year.. :

WO WNRE

No matter how much we talk about 1t here, we will not be done
10 - with it. But if we talk about it every time we meet, or talk
11 - about it in our villages, then I think our children would

12 begin to learn. There's no one else to. teach them what we

13 know., , : ' P

16 = they w111vwrite a paper. When they are done, they will send
17 copies to the villages to get some feedback from the village
18 people. You folks should think about that when you get home.
19  And when our staff asks us for something, we should be

20 responsive to them so things that are needed could be done at
21 . -a more reasonable speed. : : :

23 our clock is still ticking away, and I think if we Just keep
24 on, it will be good. We have fisherman among us who must
25 pull up their nets for the night “and so we might get in a
. 26 hurry later on. So, let's go on to the next item.. Robert, I

.27 think if you gave the Regional Elders Coordlnator s report it -

28 would be good

30 R;NEWLIN: In our work w1th the v1llage elders we have trled
31 to be of some assistance. There are times when we think we
32 should be doing some specific-things, but we can't tell the
33 .village elders'what to'do, and-SO that's the way our work is.

35 - But you might have talked about 1t yesterday of what kind of
36 plans we have tentatively set for the year. .Perhaps Billy
37 . vtold you about them. ‘ . :

39 ;SHELDON. I talked a little blt ‘about that. I mean, that if
40  any of our- villages needed help they should ask for =~
41 *:a551stance“- ; B . o

o 43;f.NEWLIN°v That's what we-want to do, but the operating funds
. 44 -are getting-scarce and insufficient, but we think that we
: 45}wishouldlco with ‘the. villages anyway. I mean, if
464 ere dare some villages that can't seem to
get'started éven on what' to teach their children unless they
48 get a visit from our reglonal offices to give them support.
49~~~ That" seemg*to- be’sort-of difficult. And our v111age elders -
50-w*rea11y need support when their village population is
51 - consuming.too much-of those things that are forbidden. - And
" 52. ‘then we want to help them, but. unable to do anything.
53 ~ Especially in the Upper Kobuk area. When they are begging
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for help to stop too much alcohol and'drug-abuse, it makes us

1
2 feel helpless. But if you all make a collective decision on
3 what you want me or Reggie or Billy or someone else to do in
4 regard to that, it would be easier for us to help you. It
5 doesn't matter in what area your villages need help, if you
6 just make a decision it would be easier for us to help you.
7 But the decision has to be yours. I was unable to be at your
8 meeting yesterday, and I don't know if you made any kinds of
9 decisions.
10 -
11 SHELDON: We just talked about it. We didn't feel right to
12 make any kinds of decisions with both you and Reggie not here
13 at the meeting.
14 .
15 NEWLIN: Whatever decision you make to make things better is
16 good. Reggie and I have agreed that whatever you decide
17 should be done, that's what we'd do.
18 '
19 SHELDON: And before we make any decisions, our efforts to
20 have INUPIAQ DAYS are not meeting much success, as we all
21 know. But if we should decide on that, making it clear, then
22 if any of our villages needs assistance, then we'd discuss
23 the situation to see how we could better serve our villages.
24 But make things clear and set it up so you are able to
25 request assistance. That might be an idea you could support.
26 There are times when we want to have Ifiupiaqg Day in School,
27 but we of ourselves are unable to get started. And when we
28 keep delaying it, then after a while it begins to die off.
29 But if you are able to request assistance from any of the
30 other villages or staff, then it could start out strong
31 again. '
32 : _ :
33 HERBERT CUSTER: I like that idea very much.
34 ’ : :
35 NEWLIN: Or even-in-the- fall,.-if you want to have ‘a meeting -
36 on that subject, we are open for any meetings and dialogues
37 you'd like to have with us. _
38 : : ‘
39 = T.CLEVELAND: Who all? Us, too?
41 NEWLIN: I mean us.
42
43 CLEVELAND: You folks.
44 o
45- NEWLIN: We could do it. I have also talked about it with
46 ' these two. Every year just before Christmas, we usually
47 visit the villages, but it's too late for some things. When
48 we travel for NANA business. But if we travelled early in
49:. the fall, I think it would be better. It would be more
50 ° helpful. ' _
51 : .
52 SHELDON: Yes, it would be helpful to the villages.
53 v
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NEWLIN: Not later than October. I think October would be a

1

2 good month in which to meet in villages for village concerns.
3 T _ S . : T
°5 SHELDON: If village: meetings could occur in October, it

6. would be very good.~ Before they start doing Ifupiaq Days.
-7 _

8 NEWLIN: Before we get ‘too many issues to cloud up what we

9 want to talk ‘about. . :
10 ‘ ' ’
11  SHELDON: If we like that idea, we could raise a show of
12 hand, and get it done earlier, eh? (To the elders) If you
13, want to do that in the Fall, visit all the villages on what -
14 to do before they ask for assistance, those who llke the
15 idea, please raise your hands.;
16 : - _
©17 Yes. There. That is what we will do, with Reggle and Robert
18 hav1ng v111age meetlngs w1th us. (consensus was unanimous.)
19° » ‘
20 < NEWLIN: The elders wanted to- share little bit on
21 October-November about Ifiupiaq.Day and. everythlng. (making
22 English report. follow1ng elders dec151on )
23 '
24  SHELDON: When you ‘have made a dec151on, our admlnlstratlve
25 staff has never been in conflict with those decisions. That
26 is why, when you need anything, you must make it known and -
27 ask for it. Thank you. That has been decided.
29 Do you have anything to add on to this, Reggie?"
30 _ _ < s i o : _
31 JOULE: ' In the agenda?
32 ‘ o ' : ‘ v ~ B o o
33  SHELDON: No. About the Regional Elders Coordinator's report
34 or about this, us or you guys, golng to the village. They
35 have decided that: thlS ‘should-be in the fall.~ Is that OK -~
36 w1th you’ ' '
37 o o _ :
38 Aarlgaa._ Now, it's your turn. NANA DORM STATUS REPORT.
39
40 - JOULE: We' just got a report from" Sarah (Scanlan’) last week
41  about the dorm parents in Fairbanks. 'And early this week we

¢ put’it on the radio for: people to take Jack and Ella Jones'
43 place in Fairbanks at the NANA dorm. I brought it up to you
44. in the last meeting, hoplng by this time it would have been
45" out. One:o*cl k,I had .three telephone calls about that job,
-46- - and so: peopl" rewhearing about it over the radlo. And so we
'47“- should have some applicants by August 1st. And I'm not even
48 sure what day August 1st is, or August 2nd. I think August
49>+ 18t*1is ‘Friday. Maybe for a while Saturday afternoon or
50 v~something we-could get together and go over them if we have
51  any.  And I can let you know just as long as you let me know

, where you're . staying if you're going" to be here for the whole

53 week.. ,
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Two younger people called -- one from Kotzebue, and one from

1
2 Deering, and I just got a call on the CB from a married
3 couple. I should have their application on Monday. And so
4 people are hearing it, calling us, inquiring about it, and
5 asking.us-for.applications.... Although we.don't have. anything.. -
6 for you now, I could tell you this, maybe by the first we
7 will have some applications if you're willing to take some
8 time out from ICC. Get together for about one to two hours.
9 Depending upon how many applications we have to discuss. And
10 that's it for that part.
11 ' : :
12 On Sivunniigvik, we don't know what to do (?) give them full
13 week. Right now we have 44 out there, 11 and 12 year-olds.
14 First ones, looks like we'll have at least 60 in the second
15 half of this, if not more, next week after ICC. We have
16 about, almost, over 70 maybe 75 9-10 years olds and I think
17 about 33 or 34 7-8 year olds. So we're passing through a lot
18 of kids.
19 , '
20 - CRAIG: Just a little over 200 now.:
21 '
22 JOULE: We're over 200?
23
24 CRAIG: Yeah.
25 , ,
26 JOULE: Oh. And we still got three weeks to go after this
27 week. Our staff is really looking forward to this week off.
28 For our elders this year we have Clarence and Marie Woods
29 from Ambler. Also Tommy and Irene Tebbits from Noorvik.
30 There some good, busy, part on everybody: our counselors have
31 been busy. The kids are, say, this, all the fish that we put
32 up -- sheefish, white fish, siilik, and some salmon -- we've
"33 been giving to the Senior Center for the ICC Elders meeting.
34 And we've been bringing in a load every week, along with, the
35 kids would go out and pick sourdocks, clean them, and cook.
36 them, and put them in freezer bags. I took a bag that we
37 picked the day before I came back down; and I brought that
38 in, and so we've been trying to help this ICC and get some
39 food for that. Dried fish, and half dried, and some fresh,
40 even heads. They've been pretty busy out there. I gotta
41 tell you it's a dangerous place to have a birthday. (much
42 laughter) I had a birthday up there on Monday and I had
43 forgotten because last couple years my birthday has been on a
44 weekend. There's been nobody around and I kind of forgot.
45 The way my daughter put it, they said, one, two, three, go,
46 and he went way up in the air and I don't see him no more.
47 That was my three-year old telling Linda how they threw me in
48 the river. (more laughter) ' Anyway, it's very good. When
49. the berry season comes along, we'll be picking berries. And
50 -we're still working on fishing; we're making a change. I
51  talked to you about this, I think, last spring. :
52 .
Regional Elders Council Meeting - Page 71




You know the point where Melvin Channel and Ugrivik come
together. We cleared it this week, the kids, and we're going
 to move our Ifiupiaqgs over there, put some fence up rlght
' there, and then instead of having all the kids stay in one
place, -every day, one whole day, we'll have the kids go in
- groups and spend even one night and one whole day with
probably Tommy and Irene. We set up a fish camp down there,:
- instead of where it's at rlght now. That way, they can do
~ everything that they have to do from cooking for themselves
10 or doing their own dishes, everythlng that they would have to
11 do that day. We're going to complete -- and I think that
12  would be great instead of just the way it is right now, we
13 got them in the morning and the evenlng, and this way it's a
14  little bit more. We'll put a little privy down there and
15 make a trail so they can come back and forth, but the meals
16 they eat down there, and we're in the process of working on .
17 it and should have it ready by the next group. Ready for the
18 11 and 12 year olds. And that will make it better for us
19 because we won't have fifty of sixty kids all in one place.
20 We'll maybe have forty. (some laughter) It will really help
21 out.  And we had our college retreat out there; we didn't -
22 have very many kids. Or I won't call them kids, we didn't -

VCONOU & WN P

23 have very many students out. I think the timing was off, but

24 what we did have for them was real good. I think they got a
25 lot from it. . . :

27 fOur last week is going to be the week of the 18th to the

28 23rd. - 23rd of August will be our last day for the 15-18 year:

29 olds. And then I've been getting requests from some parents,

30 some adults, that we have one week for adults. And we've got

31 one more week in August that's free before the people from-
32 Riley Wreck go back up before September. So, we're looking
33 at that possibility. Maybe to give one week to the adults.
34  Let them bring their own. tents.

36 The way we work it, we get the k1ds up at 7 30 am. TRY'to
37 . get them up at 7: 30 every mornlng. We really try to get then
38 . to bed at 10:00 at night. (some: laughter). It's kind of

39 tough because it's summer time and they're used to staying up :

40  late, sleeplng late, -and” seems. like every Monday our
41  counselors are talking about ‘gee, they were kept awake unt11
42 2:00 in the morning. But now instead of. gettlng mad, they -

43 -~ get even. Kids keep ‘them up’ till 2 in the morning; they wake

‘them up at six. If they*keep them up unt11 2:30 they get -

ﬁBut that's- about“the*report right now on Sivunniigvik Camp.v.
Oh; the $30 fee that we have? "I would say, we've got about
_25% of the people that pald maybe. : :

4 9:.,,“5 Lt .

50‘;‘CRAIG'V Less than that..

51 -
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JOULE: (speaking of certain people who paid) Well, 25% of

1
2 200 is 50. And so that's $1500 paid into the program. I
3 think if we get in a position where we have to charge a
-4 little more, there might be less kids. But, people would do
5 it. I-don't know how. if Sue or Marie talked about the
6 budget. I don't know where we're going to get subsidized
7 this year. Our program is going to get hit like the other
8  ones. I've got something else later on that I'd like to
9 bring up to your folks. But I'll wait until later on.
10 SHELDON: 1Is that all of your report?
11 .
12 JOULE: That's all I have.
13
14 SHELDON: You have anything more besides that?
15 '
16 JOULE: No. Unless people have questions.
17 : . : S
18 SHELDON: Do any of you have any questions you'd like to ask
19 him?
20 | '
21 = LADY'S VOICE: Do you have volunteers for any of your
22 services? _
23
24 JOULE: Yes. Matter of fact, we have one lady came with her
25 son the first week, and was there and volunteers help. She
26 liked it there the first week, and kind of wondering if she
27 could come back the next week. So, even though they're an
28 age group older than what her son was, she came back the next
29 week with her boy. She wanted to do it again. She helped
30 out. She had a lady come up from Nome, pay her own way up.
31 Came up and volunteered for a week. We've got a guy from St.
32 Mary's who's coming up for the ICC, and he wants to spend a
33 week out there, volunteer his help there. And, let's see.
32 - _ | ,
35 FEMALE VOICE.: Maybe I like to go find one, because - I think
36 they involved my job, I've never been there.
37 : ' ,
38 JOULE:  Right. Rachel or me in a hole. We promise you that
39 they might keep you busy, but it will be good for you.
40. _ o . .
41 CRAIG: When you go there you forget that you are dieting.
42 . o - : '
43 'JOULE: I must...... one other volunteered. My older sister
44 went up for a week-end and ended up staying for a week,
45 = really helped us out in the kitchen.
46 - o - ‘ S
47 FEMALE VOICE: I gotta learn these parts, too. It's probably
48 part of the program that I'm going through.
49 o
50 JOULE: We'll be glad to have you.
. 51 ' . v
52 FEMALE VOICE: We could teach Eskimo dancing.
53 :
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-jSHELDON: 'That's'all you have,ﬂeh?
JOULE: Unless they have any questions..

' SHELDON: We will have to dec1de when we will meet again.

Next meetlng date.

JOULE° OH, are we on OTHER and NEXT MEETING DATE all ready?
That's not all I had. I'm not done yet.

: SHELDON" Oh, go ahead.

JOULE: I don't have copies here, and I know we've been

hearing for the last how: many months now the State and how
the ----- not much money coming around like there used to be.

- And our program goes to the State, we depend on it for -

program and we've been lucky to get them these past years.
And we're going to get hit like everybody else. And what I
have here is a memo to Billy from myself, well, I figured is
the busiest time that I have is during the summer. I mean,

"I'm busy during the winter with a lot of different things,

butireally-the important part of the program where we spend a
lot of money is the summer. While we're almost one month
into this fiscal year, and with looking at start-up costs
(start-up costs are very expensive), travel costs are very
expensive, and we've got to look at ways that we can have it
go where we get the most beneflts.

“And I've got here a letter re51gn1ng after August 30 or 3lst>

depending on how many days there are in August. This will
keep ten months of my salary from August until the end of

next June. That would take care of a lot of kids travel for
“next year.; And I think that's more important than taking my
'salary in paychecks. That's what this letter says.

'You re the peoplegthat I make my report to. Other than Billy

and Robert and my wife, you're the first ones to hear. And,

I'm not sure what it is that I'll do. I know I'll probably

spend a lot of time up Kobuk River some place when September

“starts..  I'm not sure.. ‘Like I was telling my wife, I used to .
- be a real good. janitor when.I first started out working. I
" “won't be forced to do it when I get home, though, rlght7 I'm-
" really not worried about’ myself.v We'll make out, we're
" pretty young and ‘pretty capable. And with regard to things

ike travelllng in October meetings with schools and =
ifferent: peoplefon ‘TAupiaqg Days, and stuff I'd make myself

415“availab1e.; Just ‘as'long’as my ‘transportation is taken care
48  of, you. know. I'll Stlll be avallable for thlngs like that.
49 Tt R - -.: s . ’ v ED .

50 B - o _m’ . : : _ n

‘51  SHELDON: You're not_running*away for good, are you?
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JOULE: No. This is my home. I can't run away. (long

1
2 silence)
3 . :
4 Times are going to get harder in the years; probably next
5 year we'll be lucky if we get a dime from the State. And at
6 least there would be money there to get it started. The
7 other thing, too, that we probably should consider, the Upper
8 Kobuk Elders have requested a program where they could take
9 . their kids in their own area, and we'll take the kids up
10 here. Almost similar to what we're doing in Sivunniigvik.
11 What that says to me is that there's two boats willing to
12 share children, and that's the way it should be. So if at
13 all possible I would like to see some of that money help the
14 people of Kobuk get started on that. I know it's expensive
15 to have different part-time elder programs, but if it means
16 that the kids, I learn from the people that we live with,
17 that's what's important. That's what this whole program is
18 designed to do. (more silence)
19 '
20 Kind of stepped on you today, eh, take a resignation and have
21 a lot of fun.
22
23 CRAIG: That's the second resignation we've heard today.
24
25 JOULE: Is that right?
26
27 CRAIG: Suzy resigned, too. Turning everything over to
28 Sophle. She thought that her salary might do a lot of good
29 in other places.
30
31 ARMSTRONG: I went to the City Council meeting, I received a
32 resignation from the City Manager, too. I thought we were
33 kind of stuck, and then I heard another resignation, too.
34 :
35 < NEWLIN: My only concern is Reggie. If you should resign, I
36 don't know how much affect it would have on the kids.
37
38 JOULE: Well, I only resigned a job. I don't resign me, you
39 know. I'm me. I understand what you're saying, Robert.
40 S |
41 SHELDON: If you should quit work in August or October, would
42 you be able to come back in Spring again? Work with the
43 klds? _
44 L
45. JOULE: Well, it depends on what we find.
46 ‘ : ‘ : .
47 ARMSTRONG: It depends on jobs.
49  NEWLIN: That's what I'm saying. What kind of effect will it
50 have if Reggie resigned and say the kids are used to Reggie
51 and they miss him. Maybe they'll lose the trust. I don't
52 know. We never ever did trust yet.
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 JOULE: Now if you'll just trust my . test.

S

2. : : '

3 SHELDON: You think we'll be able to meet again before August
.4 - 1st? AR o : v '
5 o SR
-6 JOULE: You mean before December 1lst?

7 . _ O

8 SHELDON: Yes. December lst’

9
10 JOULE: I honestly don't know, Bllly, because at thls time
11 . I'm not sure what's left in the kitty. My guess is that by
12 the time the summer 'is over, get rid of some, the elders
13  camps, probably in middle of around a hundred thousand
14 dollars. Whether or not we can get together and for how
15 long, we're going»to_have-to_look_at the system and see. You
16 @ know, I think we could set up something. we want to do and’
17 probably do it. That's p0551b1e.

18
19 I don't know what the plans of ‘some of the different
20 organlzations,are, but, you know my.thinking is we have
21 different people in different areas capable of o
22 . doing.......... in a way we're kind of duplicating some of
. 23 the things that, you know, programs and services. And I
24 think they are capable probably right here in the NANA office
25 that could take care of some of the thlngs that I have been
26 working -on. I know there are people in the Maniilaq offlce
27  that can do the same things.‘_f'
28 .
29 We haven't discussed these thlngs with- Manlilaq, other than
30 you two and my wife. I'm not trying to catch anybody off
31 guard, I'm not trying to run away. 1It's not like I want to
32 quit, I want to resign, I'm just trying to think of how we
33 can make it work best so we can have it again next year. And
34 the years after. Just looking at that salary, that almost
35  takes care of just the travel‘alone, ‘That's terrific.
36. | - . _
37 CRAIG: But we' re jumping the gun. Wezdon't know about the
38  budget yet. . _ '
39
40. JOULE: We could'see.; But, one of the things I thlnk that
41 we're going to have to................. Of course, I don't
42 < know, you can be lucky.- I. thlnk of all the reasons it's _
43 - going to get harder is ‘this t1me. I don't know if it's going
44 . to be thls year, but 1t's comlng. N S
45 - e o Lo
46 ARAIG" But wn;donft know that for sure.
47 v i e K L
48  NEWLIN: Reggle, .could we. keep th1s confldentlal for a while
'ggmfﬁbecause word spreads.. out quick-and I don't know what people
50 - will say. - I'll. just say this should be kept conf1dent1al
-y -maybe........v,‘ . e v v
.52
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"1  ARMSTRONG: How would it be if we met with Billy and Reggie
2 and Suzy and Robert before the date his resignation is to
3 become effective so we could get a clear understanding of the
4 ramifications of this resignation. Maybe there's not time,
5 but I . think it would be a .good idea if we did meet on this
6 issue. 1Is there a time when we could meet before his
7 resignation becomes final? We're supposed to be talking
B about our next meeting date anyway. I just want to find out
9 for sure if there are grounds for resignations.
10 '
11 SHELDON: We are not sure at this point because we don't know
12 what kind of budget we are looking at.
13 '
14 ARMSTRONG: That's true, but I still think it would be a good
15 idea for us to meet before his resignation date becomes
16 effective.
17 . ‘
18 SHELDON: We could travel on our own, too, even by boat. If
19 that's what you would like to do, because as I see it, we
20 ourselves can't do anything about it. If we tried to make
21 some decisions for the future before we have a full
22 understanding of pertinent facts, we just don't know what
23 kind of decision to make. But I have been thinking more and
24 more that we should have an Executive Committee designated by
25 . the Elders Council so that when some issue comes before us
26 that requires an immediate action, the Executive Committee
27 can make decisions. Then the whole council wouldn't have to
28 come to meet. Our expenses are high and money is going to
29 become even harder to get if the trends continue. As an
30 Elders Council, we must also find ways where we could be
31 cuttlng our expenses where we can even from our meetings. It
32 is even becoming doubtful whether we could be meeting as a
33 whole for this long, as funding diminishes.
34
35 If we had an Executive Committee, the number designated by
36 the Elders Council, it would really be good so that when
37 issues come up that require quick answers or that needs
38 discussion, the Committee would be available. I think we all
39 should be thinking of this concept -- I am just throwing some
40 ideas out to you =~- because ready cash will not always be '
41 available. I think for convenience sake, we should have an
42 Executive.cOmmittee of the Elders Council.
43 ' ' v
44 NEWLIN. Yes. I don't think we'll be getting more money,
45wwr1arqer than what we are ‘getting now. The trend is all going
46  the same way in every quarter. < . o
47
48 ARMSTRONG: Even in our Yearly Meeting, we also wanted an
49 - -Executive: Board to keep expenses down by bringing only the
50 - necessary people. I agree with Billy that it might be to
51 your advantage to have an executive committee. Pray to God
52 about it; I think that we should offer prayers before we get
53 in a tight situation.
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SHELDON: We don't have to make a dec151on now, but we should
be thinking about it. But when we form an Executive
Committee, our staff should always consult with them before
they go.off and do a bunch of work. .The Elders Council must
' know everything that- 1s going on that concerns them. They
have power. , : .

_ARMSTRONG: .Maybe you didn(t understand what I was_saying. I
'was saying that maybe we need to set up a meeting before

10  where the resignations shake us up. ' To meet with you and

11 Suzy and maybe Willie. But with the Elders Council.

VONOU S WN

13 vaOULE’IFThat might be theIWay to go because at that time, _
14 too, we may have a handle on what really happens financially.

15 We could get the programs on State and ------- | em———— . You
16 know, ===== —=c= —c== (low muffled v01ce) _
17 ‘

18 We could make thenm available_thrOugh (very hard to discern)

20 SHELDON: This is.what,wevtalked about yesterday.  The

21 Regional Elders meets three times a year. And in our

22 discussion yesterday, we considered even meeting just two

23 times a year trying to think up ways to lesson the expense of

24 our meeting with finances so hard to obtain. We could meet

25 in October before the AFN convention and then again after the
26 new year. But if we got an Executive Committee, they could

27 then be called to. meet at any time. We could even travel by

28 . snowgo in the wintertime, as long as the weather permits.

29 The Committee can meet at any time whenever some issues come

30 up. These are some things that we should be thinking about,

31  not necessarily making decisions right now. We are not :

" 32 trying to make things different, but we also have to take

33 diminishing finances into con51deration._ : :

- 35 Just like it's going to be hard for us to dec1de what to do-
36 - w1th your request.

38 JOULE: There's still a month and a half to think it over. I
39  just wanted to let you know that I was thinking about the

40 - job. And, I didn't expect you to act on it right away. You
41 - 'all have some time. ‘And. we'll have some time, too, to take a
42nylook at 1t. R L .x,;_ﬁ =

What 1fﬁthey ca"t let. you go’ (small laughter)

44 CRAIG'

47 : Even though we don't make
48 _)definite plans : . :

49 ik e . : '-»a‘: o _ o
50 CRAIG. While you!' re thinking about 1t can I find out when
51 - the elders want to go back, if they're 901ng to stay the full
52 week, or sevvee, SO I can: make the travel arrangements.‘

~
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1 JOULE: That would be better.

5 ,

3 SHELDON: Yeah. Ah-hah.

4

5 CRAIG: I want to find out what your travel plans are.

6 Truman, you will still be here, eh? (Yes.) Fishing. Nita,

7 when do you plan to go back? (Next weekend.) August 1lst is

8 Friday. (Friday or Saturday.) OK. Friday or Saturday.

9 cCcall me and let me know, eh? (OK.) Flora? (I want to go
10 back tomorrow.) Tomorrow is Saturday. (If it's OK.) That's
11 July 26th. Tommy? How long you plan to stay? (I'll stay
12° next week until that. ICC is over.) You'll stay until August
13 4, then? (Yeah. 4th I guess. If I change my mind I will let
14 you know; if something comes up.) OK. Herbert Custer, when
15 did you want to go home? (I was planning to go home
16 tomorrow.) Victoria, how about you? (I got some place to
17 stay; I'll think about it.) Andy, you're going to stay here
18 this summer? (All summer.) Wilson, how about you? (Next
19 month, on Monday.) August 4th? (Yes.) OK. Mildred? (on
20 August 4.) Yeah, you're a delegate. OK. - So we have will
21 have eight elders here; we'll still have quorum if we needed
22 to meet.

- 23 ‘
24 I'll go down and make some phone calls, and I'll make sure of
25 your travel. ‘
26 '
27 FLORA: Maybe I'll try to make it after the ICC.
28 :
29 CRAIG: There's going to be a lot of things going on.
30
31 VICTORIA: I can't Eskimo Dance, my arm is hardly lifting.
32 (laughter)
33 '
34 CRAIG: There's going to be lots of people.
35 »
36 DISTANT MALE VOICE: Something about wanting to ask about
37 something. '
38
39 CRAIG: Maybe you could even get together on the morning of
40 August 8th before you all leave.
41 '
42 MALE VOICE:. There will still be several of us.
43 , A
44 CRAIG: Yes. There will be eight of you.  Maybe even Flora,
45 - when she comes back.. - _ : -
46 : , ~ . ‘
47 ARMSTRONG: I also asked when we were going to discuss the
48 resignations. If we had to wait until this Fall, how would
49 it be?
50
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SHELDON: Yes. And if they decide who's going to be the
assistant, that would help us in our discussions, too. But
if you all would like to meet again before you go back to
your villages, we: could do that, too.

ARMSTRONG: There will be eight of us 1f we met on August 4
before everyone left. . :

,SHELDON.' If you want to meet ‘we would'have a quorum

- ARMSTRONG: . If our budget were known, we could take care of
’_the matter right away and . not just let it sit. :

SHELDON: That's what makes 1t uncertain. I-wonder'if we
can't find out right away......'___ : o '

. CRAIG: But you could make an attempt to flnd out soon.

'NEWLIN: Yes. 1It's dlfflcult when there are uncertalntles,
~and it would be nice 1f we could definitely find out what the

status 1s.

" M.SAGE: If decisions have to be made right away, we need

more information about the financ1a1 status to see if our
Council could travel. : .

'SHELDON. . That would give us somethlng concrete on which to
- . base our dec151on. :

CRAIG: You ‘could also create an Executive Counc1l to carry

~on bus1ness in the 1nter1m._

'M.SAGE: - We'd be able to save some money; and then the rest

of the Council could be notified of the decisions.

NEWLIN: If we could meet on Monday with. those who are

available to discuss Suzy's and Reggie's 'jobs as well as
creating the Executive Council, how would that be? That
would be on the 4th of August in the morning

y_M SAGE. And we can go home in the afternoon.'

i;NEWLIN., We can set the times so we don't overrun and
;fpreclude your travel home. : . o

: 'SHELDON: - If we" don't have anything else but those items to
uf;talk about - the length of our meeting would not be long.

IQEJARMSTRONG., Yes.j And the fishermen set their nets out on

Monday nlghts.'.

”'SHELDON° If we started .our meeting at 9:00 in the morning,

it would g1ve us suff1c1ent time.” On Monday...... -

[~ SR~
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(The following section of the tape contained about a half

1
2 hour of discussion on what they would talk about on August
3 4th. The Agenda items, the personnel to attend the meeting,
4 the agenda items, day and time of meeting.) '
5
6 (Transcript resumes.)
7
8 SHELDON: Unless you have anything else to bring up at this
9 meeting, we have completed our agenda. We have set a day for
10 a continuation of our meeting. But we haven't set the day
11 for the next regular meeting. It might be well if we had
12 another meeting before the AFN convention.
i3 ' .
14 JOULE: Maybe we could meet before AFN convention time or
15 Regional Strategy time. Which would be better.
16
17 I think it would be good to have as many people as possible
18 here at the Regional Strategy meeting, and maybe just sent
19 down a couple elders to the AFN convention to represent them
20 from the Elders Council. That's the way I would plan it.
21 .
22 CRAIG: The Aboriginal Seniors are going to be here next week
23 planning their meeting for AFN convention time. And if they
24 had some interest from this group, you know. ' That's what
25 Alfred was saying too. Somebody to assist him from this
26 Council, ‘'cause Billy and Mildred who would be our normal
27 delegates there are delegates here at the ICC and unable to
28 serve during that time when they're meeting. And so he was
29 wanting somebody from this Council to assist him at their
30 meeting on the 31st and 1st. July 31st and August 1st.
31 : .
32 SHELDON: Yeah. 9-12 in the morning.
33 '
34 JOULE: Could it be somebody else from the Elders Council
35 that can be there.
36 .
37 CRAIG: (In Ifiupiaq) Alfred wanted us to identify those
38 elders who would be able to help him at the time of his
39 meeting with the Aboriginal Seniors. He felt he needed
40 assistance during the planning from this council. It would
41 Dbe good it we could identify those elders who would come to
42 his meeting for that purpose.
43 .
44 JOULE: It would be good for anybody here to be there. If
45 they wanted to go, it will be open, I think. Anybody. I'm
46 ~ sure that they would be glad to see a lot of our people turn
47 out, since they're having it in our country any way. I
48 Dbelieve the meeting is set for here. In this conference
49- room. ' S '
50 o
51 NEWLIN: Yeah.
52 :
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SHELDON: Well, Mildred and I are delegates to the ICC and we

1
2 have to be there. Whichever ones of you are still here and
3 .- not doing any-thing else, would be nice if you could attend
4 the meeting with the Aboriginal Seniors. There will also be
‘5 Indians from the Southeast in attendance at that meeting. -
-6 This is the meeting where we are looking for our elders to
7 attend. I think Alfred would feel too alone if no one came
8 from our Council. There's no reason why you couldn't go to
9 the meeting to listen to their discussions at that meeting.
11 They will meet from 9-12 in the morning. It will be for two
12 mornings. July 31st and August 1lst. . Three hours each for
13 those two days. That's all. (after some silence) Should we
14 1dent1fy who will be there° ‘
15
16 NEWLIN: Maybe so.
17
18 SHELDON: Do you want us to 1dent1fy who will be at that
19 meeting?
20 ' : ‘ ' o
21 ARMSTRONG: If we made a551gnments, they would probably
22 remember to be there. - .
24 SHELDON: If you know of who's going to be here, it would be
25 good if you identified who should go to that meeting.
26
27 CRAIG: Or the ones who feel they could be there should raise -
28 their hands. .
29
30 TSHELDON. We could do that.
31 -
32 NEWLIN: Yes.
33 ; :
34  SHELDON: Those of you who would llke to attend that meetlng.
35 with the Aboriginal Seniors, please raise your hands. Those:
36 of you who want to go there to listen.
37 '
38 NEWLIN: They will be meetlng here at the NANA Board Room.
39 :
40  SHELDON: Counting; There will be six to attend that
41 meeting. You will remember: July 31st and August 1st from
42 . 9-12. Even those of you who didn't raise your hands, feel :
43 free to be there. We just wanted to make sure that somebody -
44 would be there to support Alfred at. that meetlng.
45 .-
46_1_VOICES' In discussion of setting the next meeting date.
47
48. | JOULE: Do you know when the next Reglonal Strategy is this
‘49“‘“year, Sue’ This Fall? . :
50. ‘ . .; ' :
51 S.ERLICH:r Gosh, in November,’but I'm not sure.
52 A S ‘ ‘
53 CRAIG: November 6th and 7th.’
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1 SHELDON: It might be a little late, though, if they wanted

2 to meet before the AFN convention.

3 .

4 NEWLIN: They could make decision of which meetings they want
5 to go to. I think our thinking is that we think if they

6 participated in our Regional Strategy, it would be more to

7 our advantage. What dates?

8 ‘ :

9 JOULE: November 6 and 7, Thursday and Friday. If you're

10 going to make it, it should be before and not during because
11  that way we need certain things to come up in the planning

12 meeting. And it would be good to have you here during.

13 Probably what we could do is have the first part of the

14 agenda here, and then the last part around here.

15

16 SHELDON: What would you think of meetlng on November 4th and
17 5th?

19 MALE VOICE: It sounds pretty.good to me.
20 '
21 SHELDON: Those who are in favor of the 4th and 5th should
22 raise their hands. There. It will be on the 4th and 5th.
23 (after some silence) :
24 :
25 Now, unless you have any other issues to bring up, we are
26 really finished. If any of you don't have anything else.
27 (After some silence) I guess that's the end of our meeting.
28 Aarigaa. .It's good that you came here to this meeting. You
29 have discussed subjects that will be for our good. But you
30 shouldn't feel disappointed in the slowness of what you are
31 doing in the villages; we must continue to go forward with

32 it. We have these meetings on behalf of developing something
33 good for our young people that our leaders have started for
34 us, and we must go forward with it. It is also what our
35 fore-fathers carried, good living by being kind one to
36 another as they lived and taught the principles of the
37  Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat in their villages. We, too, must uphold
38 it and pass it on to the young people, to our children, and
39 use it as a basis of our counsellng. We must counsel them
40. against the use of alcohol and marijuana, never once feeling
41 discouraged as we do so. Even we who must counsel and teach
42 must strive to uphold those things that were important in the
43 lives of our forefathers, that they have handed on down to
44 us: When a person does those things which he says other
45 . people shouldn't do, he becomes a topic of conversation and .
46 - people begin to say,'"He advises people about those things,
47 and why is he doing them himself?" We hear people say that.
48 We must remember those things in our village, and then our
49 . voices of counseling would have more strength and power as we
50 .. advice our children, the young people. We have to strive to
51 live according to the way we advice others, be an example of
52 our words. Aarigaa, taikuu. (Very good. Thank you.)

53 : : ‘
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1 Let us all stand and have someone say a benediction for us.
2 God will help us to accomplish things whether we are together
3 or not, as if we were all together, he will be caring for us
4 all. None of us know what our future holds for our lives,
5 whether it's later on today or even tomorrow. And that is
6 why we must live exemplary lives in these days which have
7 become difficult. Let us conclude with Mildred Sage as voice .
8  in the benediction. = ‘ :
9 ‘ ' o
.10 MILDRED SAGE: It is not that I have made illness my
11 strength, but I will fulfill my assignment as co-delegate
12 with Billy, and I know that God will bless us to have
13 strength and we will do our best to fulfill our assignments
14 as delegates to ICC. But pray for us, no matter where each
15 of you are, whether staying here or leaving, pray for each
16 other. Let us pray.
17
18 God, our Father, which art in heaven, we cannot function
19 without Thee. While we have spent time together as a family
20 in our meeting, and now that we are adjourning our meeting,
21 we ‘ask Thee to bless us. We are not desirous of far-away
22 places, but have been striving to do our best to work for our
23 communities and relatives, hoping to accomplish some good. as
24 we meet together, including our own grandchildren. We ask
25 Thee to bless us that all our effort will not be in vain.
26 When we teach from heart to heart, it makes a person
27 understand. That is why I do believe. And when we ask Thee
28 for blessings, we know it is not in vain, but Thou hearest
29 and answer our prayers when we believe. And in these days of
30 my vulnerability, I ask Thee to give me strength to continue.
31 And as we participate in meetings and speak in behalf of our
32 region, we ask Thee to bless us that we may be the salt of
33 the earth and a light until the world and ever keep these in
34 mind as we strive to be examples. In Jesus name we pray.
35 Thank you. Amen. '
36 ' g
37 i
38 Translated and transcribed by Rachel Craig.
39
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-Record Four: Noatak Elders Council

This recent taped record details the results of a meeting staged
by Ifupiat Ilitqusiat coordinators in Noatak in August, 1990.
Coordinators representing the Northwest Arctic Borough, NANA
Corporation, and Maniilaq Association met with village residents,
the Noatak IRA Council, and representatives of the National Park
Service. Major issues on the agenda included the regional
bilingual curriculum, 1local problems with the sponsorship of
Ifiupiaq Day in the schools, training in traditional skills, and
subsistence regulations. Not all of these issues were covered in
the meeting..

Lines 24-38, page 4: residents expressed concern about the fact

"~ that the main bilingual materials used by the schools are rendered

in the Kobuk Ifiupiaq dialect. Since this dialect is not the
dialect spoken in the home in this community, the materials confuse
students.

Lines 15-47, page 5: miscellaneous service problems (housing,
water, sewer) are identified by one resident.

Line 49, page 5 to line 3, page 6: this opens up the discussion
to the issue of pollution.

Lines 5-14, page 6: in turn, the direction of the discussion moves
to burglary (1n keeping with the topic of respect for others which
was raised in conjunctlon with the pollution 1ssue) and then to
health.

Lines 22-31, page 6: - the discussion returns to bilingual
instruction; a resident emphasizes that Ifiupiat take pride in
their place of origin, reflected in their dialect.

Line 33, page 6 to line 3, page 7: .the issues of responsibility
and Ifiupiag values surface in a discussion of unwed mothers and
environmental safety.

Line 42, page 7 to line 2, page 10: the Ifupiat Ilitqusiat
coordinators present progress reports and discuss the Ford
Foundation Award for Innovation (discussed elsewhere in the ma1n
text of the Hope Ba51n Soc1oeconom1c Basellne report). ‘

Line 9, page 10 to 11ne 7, page 12: representatlves of the
National Park Service discuss federal subsistence policy, identify
areas in which subsistence hunting only is permitted, and described
the ethnographlc study in progress wh1ch is funded by the National
Park Service.
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8-7-90 2:35 pm NOATAK ELDERS COUNCIL

L
2 R ;

3 ‘V111age Assessment Meetlng S _' ’ » -*?
4 , .

5 Re: Inupiat Ilitqusiat. Program,,Education, Health and‘ .
6 Lo Social Services, Government, etc. : o
7 - ' : ' . L R o
'8 l . OPENING PRAYER: Grace>Bailey _ B ' ST

9 oy

10 2. Meeting Called to Order by: Victoria Onalik ;

12 3. Those Present at the Meeting., |

13 ; . '

14 'Harold Downey b;“ L - Bertha Jennings (OTZ)

15 Benjamin Sherman, Sr. '~ Bernice P.. Wilson ;

16 Ned Howarth f - - -Lee Ann Buck = . .

17 Casey Buck . ST . © Kenneth Ashby e

18 Ruth Ashby S Barbara Wesley

19 Grace Bailey o ~ Victoria Onalik.

20 Agnes T. Penn S - Rachel Sherman -

21 Enoch Wayne Sherman " Ned Arey

22  Steven Booth. : Leslie D. Burns

23 - Jonas Ramoth “(NPS - OTZ) .Dave Mills (NPS - OTZ)

24 Rachel Craig (OTZ) » Hannah Mendenhall (OTZ)

25 ' '

26 4. Northwest Arctlc Borough Rachel Cralg, InI Coordlnator

27 ; : o

28 5. NANA Regional Corporation. Hannah Mendenhall IRI

29 Coordlnatorf : : i

30 _ . S f

31 6. Manlilaq Assoclation' Bertha Jennlngs, InI Coordinator

32 : :

33. 7. Noatak IRA COunc1l Benjamin Sherman, Sr.' '

34 ‘ 1

35 ;8 Natlonal Parks Serv1ce° Dave MlllS & Jonas Ramoth o

36 . . ‘

37 9. C1051ng. Victorla Onalik (4 45 pm) ;;

38: : L

39 After establishlng the agenda with the consent of the v1llage 4

40 people, Rachel. Craig gave an update in Ifiupiaqg from notes L

41  taken by. Bertha Jennings "in her meeting with WTK June 1990.,‘

;42,,:The notes are as. fOllOWS‘””‘* ‘

43 2 .'g‘3 B 1 o "éf(

44 LANGUAGE - Noatak Dlalect - ‘ L j' SR

45 "1 5 B - ‘. . i ’ ’ . ) e ; ;§ : ’ “’ i -

461a¢‘ %?Problem,*Dist"i't language curriculum in KOBUK dialect L

47 _only. ‘».‘,afnga . P

49 - 2. Need: Whole sentences .or short paragraphs to teach WTK;

50 7 »Inupiaq language rather than just 51ngle nouns..f

51 o . . : :
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' Noatak Elders Council

a. To Maintain Language: '

(1) make sure language is used daily.

(2) use language purposely with small children.

(3) evaluate district language curriculum to
reflect village preference.

(4) need audiotapes =-- copies from School
District so that WTK students can learn
language from speakers and assist language
research and materials development.

3. Local INUPIAQ DAY desires discouraged by local.
- principal's indifference.
4. Realization that language must be actively used.
5. Need funding for bicultural instructional materials.
6. Seek funding from agencies:
a. IRA
b. - NANA

c. Borough
d. Maniilaq
e. School District (proposals)
f. Others
(1) Lions/Lionesses
(2) Dog Mushers
(3) Outside sources:
(4) Mothers' Clubs
(5) Store
(6) Individuals

COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS

1. Need feedback from board members and council'members
who attend meetings in region or State.

2. Need 1ntra—v111age network to learn new strategles by
attendlng meetings or group training.

3. Need to know the roles, scope, and authorlty of
governmental agencies:
QAe. IRA :

b. City Council

c. Borough

d. Tie-ins with State/Federal
-e. NANA .~

f. Elders Counc1l

4. Use of Fundlng
: a. Skin Sewing
' (1) Crimping mukluk bottoms

Page 3
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1 (2) Tan skins S o _

2 (a] leg skins . [e] muskrat skins

3 [b] wolf skins [f] caribou skins

4 [c] wolverine skins . [g] seal skins

5 - [d] beaver skins  [h] etc.

6 b. Craft Materials B :

7 (1)  Ivory :

8 (2) Soapstone -

9 " (3) Wood

10 (4) Metals - '

11 c. Materials for sled bu11d1ng

12 d. Snowshoe making.

13 e. Trapping

14 f. Tools, needles : :

15 - g. Making seal skin rawhide rope

16 . ‘ , o _ v ‘

17 We indicated to the village people, that we who are working
18 in Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat wanted to know if we were on track and
19 worklng within the goals and pr1nc1p1es as established. Also
20 .in areas of government, social service delivery, and -

21 education, we are llstenlng for your ideas and thoughts on

22 what we should be doing for your partlcular village.

23

24 From the notes taken by Bertha Jennlngs in their June 1990

25 meeting, we noted that they were unhappy with the Kobuk

26 dialect being taught in the bilingual classroom in their

27 Noatak school. After further discussion, we thought that if
28 they were able to transcribe tapes from the previous elders'
29 conferences as expressed by the Noatak elders they might be
30 able to have more material for their students to use in

31 Inupiaq language instruction. What they reported is that the
32 students are shy about speaking the Ifiupiaq language they

33 learn in school because it is in the Kobuk Ifiupiaq dialect.
34 The parents contlnually correct them at home, and when the

35 ‘parents speak Inuplaq at home, it sounds different than that
36 which is taught in school, and so it discourages student
37 Ifiupiaqgq speaklng at home because the two dlalects confuse

38 them. : :

39 Ce _ _
40 We encouraged the;village people to continually speak thelr o
41 language to the youth. ' That's the only way where they can =
42 learn the language well enough to speak it in their preferred
43 = dialect. There were also some projects that they would like
44 to. do which would necessitate start-up monies for materials..
45 We indicated that they should be specific in making a budget
46 . ;. what materlals they’plan to purchase for thelr pro;ects.

47 '
48 In regard to b111ngua1 education, KENNETH ASHBY discussed hls
49 surprise when their principal-teacher spoke Ifiupiaq to him. -
50 ~ His question was: Why is the feces of the caribou dark when
51 it eats white food? ASHBY asked the principal how he learned
52 to speak Ifiupiaqg. It turned out that he kept a composition
53 book with Ifiupiaq sentences and their equivalents in English.
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That became his personal Inupiaq dictionary, each segment
with a specific object; i.e., Moon. The moon is setting.
Consequently, he had learned to understand and to speak
Ifiupiaq very well. He said that he attended a two-hour
meeting conducted in Ifiupiagq and understood all that was
discussed at that meeting.

ASHBY said that's how Iﬁupiaq should be taught in schools,
with a specific object with attendant sentences and

10 paragraphs. The way it is now, our school children don't

11 speak Ifiupiaq, and their comprehension is nil. They must

12 have an Engllsh/Inupiaq dictionary to help our children with
13 comprehen51on. ;

15 Another matter that ASHBY says needs to be addressed is

16 housing. He said when his generation was young, they

17 collected materials and built their own homes. The younger
18 generation has no initiative and relies on NANA Housing to
19 furnish homes for them. Consequently, young adults live at
20 home, creating crowded conditions, even though they are of
21 age to own their own dwellings.

23 Another matter discussed by ASHBY was in regard to the need
24 of fixing the water and sewer lines for health reasons.

25 Every year, the Noatak River overflows from melting snows and
26 jammed river ice and creates flooding conditions which

27 overflow over the river banks and all river and lake waters
28 mix. This mixing pollutes the river water, with organisms
29 present in abundance in the river water when seen under

30 microscope. In the past, dysentery and diarrhea among the

31 population always followed these flooding conditions.

33 Speaking of water, something must be done about our riverbank
34 erosion, according to ASHBY. If unchecked, this erosion will
35 drastically affect our water-sewer system. As it is, the

36 riverbank is close to our water reservoir and sewer lagoon.
37 I understand that there is an amount of $165,000 which was

38 previously estimated to rebuild the water plant.

40 ASHBY. continued that. there was another serious matter that
41 they wanted to bring to our attention: that their current
42  cemetery is running out of space for any more burials. The
43 land around this site is boggy and wet. There is a site on
44 higher ground not too far from the present cemetery site

45 which would serve us indefinitely for a burial ground. A
46 permit is needed by the Noatak City Council to bring this
47 change about. '

49 _ Speaking of pollution, NED HOWARTH brought to our attention
50 the practice by some boatmen who dispose of their waste-cans
51 and chemicals from these cans into the Noatak River. We have
52 seen unusual sights of dead salmon floating on our river,

53 perhaps victims of pollution. Please spread the word around

Noatak Elders Council . , Page 5



1 for people who use the Noatak River and its tributaries not
2 to throw pollutants into the rlverways. They must be taught
3 respect for Nature. _ '
4 : '

5 'Another matter brought up by HOWARTH was that other campers

6 and hunters are burglarizing established Ifiupiaqg Subsistence
7 camps of traps and other property. There must be some ‘way to
8 enforce Respect for Others and Thelr Property.

9

10 In matters of health malntenance, HOWARTH also reported that

11 there are hot springs between Kivalina and Noatak, not far

12 from Red Dog, that should be developed for the beneflt of

13 people in this area so they won't have to travel so far to

14 soak in mineral waters. <

15 - , _ .

16 While further discussing education and survival in the Noatak

17 area, GRACE BAILEY said that the best way to learn trail

18 marks, recognlzable land marks, and Ifiupiaq geography is by

19 camping and going out hunting. Then when travellers end up

20 somewhere, they will know where they are. .

21 :

22 After much group dlscu551on about language; survival, etc.,

23 HAROLD DOWNEY also desired to express himself about things

24 that concerned him deeply. - Having travelled in many places

25 as a reindeer herder, he said, "Point Hope is a short

26 distance from Kivalina, yet thelr Inupiag dialect is

27 different. This is true throughout our Ifiupiag homeland,

28 whether it's in the Soviet Far East, Alaska, Canada or

29 - Greenland." What he was trying to stress was that Ifiupiat

30 take pride in their place of origin and their speaking

31 characteristics. These are part of our identity.

32 ' :

33 Another concern of DOWNEY's was the behavior of our young

34 girls. He is embarrassed by the great number of unwed

35 pregnancies that take place every year, and concerned about

36 the circumstances under which their offspring will grow up.

37 He indicated that in previous generations, families took

38 great care of their young girls and did not let them wander

39 around all by themselves, especially after dark. He feels

40 that today there is not the discipline that used to be

41 exercised by families, and that our IRUPIAQ VALUES must be

42 - earnestly taught to the next generation so that those

43 honorable characteristics- of our forefathers can be passed ,

44 down to the next qeneratlon. S

45 - . . -

46 Another deep concern of DOWNEY's revolves around safety and

47 . survival in our environment. He says every Fall time he"

48 begins to worry and prays for the safety of our travellers

49 . over fresh frozen ice. At his great age of 98 winters, he

50 says that he feels that everyone is his grandson or

51 granddaughter and therefore he feels a personal

52 responsibility for their safety. He feels that it is

53 imperative that survival courses be taught in school so our
Noatak Elders Council : : ' . Page 6
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students will know what to do in case of any emergency,

1
2 whether travelling out in the country or closer by in the
3 village environment.
4 : . :
5 Some inadequacies he enumerated were that our youth are _
6 ignorant of ice conditions, both salt water and fresh water
7  ice. He said some-times ice looks so firm from the top, and
8 ' if we don't know the effects of swift flow of water under the
9 ice, then we don't realize that the flow is eroding the ice
10 away from the bottom, leaving travel conditions hazardous.
11 Many either drown or die of hypothermla in such conditions
12 needlessly. Just for lack of training.
13
14 As for sea ice, the tides are governed pretty much by the
15 winds. Sometimes the winds change quickly and swiftly and a
16 hunter is caught in breaking ice. What he needs to do then
17 is to head North where the more solid ice is. DOWNEY has
18 been drifted out on breaking ice floes before and lived to
19 tell of them. He said that sleds and snowshoes and the
20. special use of them are important equipment for survival.
21 Snowmachine travellers must have adequate emergency supplies
22 when travelling. It is very important to carry matches in a
23 water-proof container. Many young travellers get lost
24 because they are not observant of their environment. Our
25 forefathers always knew where they were by the way the grass
26 lay, by the formation of snow drifts, by the location of the
27 stars. They could forecast weather by the sparkle of the
28 stars, by cloud formations, moon rings, sun dogs, etc., and
29 plan their travels accordingly.
30
31 - DOWNEY repeated that he worries a lot in the Fall time when
32 the river begins to freeze. Our youth must be taught to
33 anticipate dangerous situations. Our undisciplined youth
34 must be under strict guidance from their parents. Don't let
35 them roam around untutored in safety precautions. Guide
36 - them. DOWNEY was most impressive in his presentation. With
37 his participation and guidance, the Noatak School could
38 develop a model survival course. Some spots along the Noatak
-39 River are hazardous, and it takes an experlenced traveller to
40 negotlate 1t safely. :
41 ‘
42 . HANNAH MENDENHALL then made a presentation on the NANA flow
43 chart and time lines on tasks to be completed in the Inuplat
44 Ilitqusiat Program. She explained that the goals and
45 principles of the IAI Program had not changed from inception.
46 - But 'NANA has set aside a designated budget for the IAI
47 . Program which will include two Village Coordinators per
48 village. Hopefully we will get a couple; if not, then a man
49 and a woman designated by the village of WTK to teach Ifupiaq
50 - Values and Crafts and Survival in a subsistence environment
51 to our youth. HANNAH assured the people of WTK that we will
'52° be back in October 1990 to see whom they have chosen to be
53 Village Coordinators. ' The coordinators will be salaried from
Noatak Elders Council ' Page 7



NANA. Then HANNAH said "Then we don't have to go to the
village any more. I don't have to come to the village any
more to tell you what to do. Nowadays our young people
always watch video. The Bilingual will help. I won't have

- to make my village trips because it might confuse the village
people. INUPIAQ DAY is what you should be doing. This paper
flow chart can be changed any time. We are having this
meeting to find out what you want to do, and in October we -
will come to ask you whom you have decided to have for your

10 Village Coordinators. The coordinators will be a b1g help to

11 you. The Coordinators are a part-time position to give them

VOIOAOEWN R

12 an opportunity to have time for their own subsistence

13 act1v1t1es."

16 supportlve about having IRUPIAQ DAYS in WTK.

18 Then RACHEL CRAIG gave an overview of the Ifnupiaq Ilitqusiat
19 Program, and especially so the village people would not be

20 confused about the position of the Coordinators. The NANA

21 planning commit~tee prefers a couple to be the Coordinators,

22 but there might be some villages that can't come up with the
23 - ideal couple. In that case, there could be an individual

24 woman to teach the girls or an individual man to teach the

25 Dboys traditional skills who could qualify as long as the

26 village feels that they could teach the young people and get

27  the cooperatlon of the other elders. Our elders have to be.

28 involved in the teachlng of the tradltlonal skills to our

29 youth.-

31 Then BERTHA JENNINGS informed the people that she has moved
32 her Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat office to WTK. MARIE GREENE,

33 president of the Maniilag Association, and others are

34 planning village travel from September 10 to 17 to sollc1t

35 information of what the village people expect Manlllaq to do .

36 for them. These meetings will include health services‘'and
37 all social services that:are provided by Maniilag. They

© 38 would like to have all of these meetings completed before the

39 AFN Convention in‘Anchorage.in‘the latter part of October.

40 MARIE feels that the main job of Maniilaq is the IAI Program
41 in the region. Because of that regional priority, HANNAH '
42 MENDENHALL is the: IAI Coordinator at NANA; RACHEL CRAIG at

43 the Northwest Arctic Borough; and BERTHA JENNINGS at

44 Maniilag. BERTHA has been working closely with Point Hope,
45 Kivalina, Noatak, Deering and Buckland because they seemed to

46 need more help than the other villages with regard to the IAI

47  Program. She said that we must mold the IAI Program so that
48 we could grow spiritually, culturally, mentally, and use our
49 government to help us achieve those where p0551b1e. The

50 . Ifupiat Ilitqusiat Program includes our total way of life.

51 . BERTHA's program has been funded through the Publlc Health
52 Service, including David Baum with Mental Health. She and
53  BILLY SHELDON made a presentation to the FORD FOUNDATION in
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July on behalf of our Inupiat Ilitqusiat Program. Of 5,175

1
2 applicants for the funding, Maniilag was one of 25 ,
3 semi-finalists contending to place as one of ten recipients
4 for $100,000.00. Now, they will leave on September 25 to
5 receive the one~time only award and also be apprised of its
6 intended use. We may not be able to do all that we would
7 like to do, but it's a start anyway. One Hundred Thousand
8 Dollars sounds like a lot of money, but divided by eleven
9 villages it isn't all that big. But we think it is an honor
10 to be selected for the award in behalf of the Ifiupiat '
11 Ilitqusiat. This goes to show that when all of our people in
12 our different organizations work together with our elders, we
i3 can really accomplish a lot of things. It makes what could be
14 a very hard job much easier and successful for all of us.
15 .
16 ~ BERTHA then told the people that WTK was the first of our
17 village meetings where we are trying to find out what the
18 concerns of the village people are, and that we will also do
19 the same thing at KVL, BKL, and DRG this week. Visits to
20 other villages will be scheduled at a later date.
22  BERTHA read two letters from the Ford Foundation: (1)
23 Designating Maniilagq as one of the semi-finalists, and (2)
24 announcing the award of $100,000.00. The Foundation
25 requested that we not make this news item public before A
26 September 28 when they will make the national announcement.
27 Plans to celebrate our good fortune are being planned by
28 Man111aq for early October when BILLY and BERTHA return from
29 the eastern States with the $100 000.00.
30
31 By way of explanation, BERTHA explained our presence by
32 saying that the Borough is interested on how they can help
33 the village people through the government; NANA wants to be
34 sure to retain our lands. The Afterborns are also a concern
35 when it comes to land; that they are taught to have an
36 appreciation for it as they will become the guardians of our
37 holdings. Several years ago, the Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat Program
38 came into existence through a Tri-Board Resolution 51gned by
39 the Northwest Arctic School District, NANA Regional
40 Corporation, and the Maniilaq Assoclatlon. BERTHA assured
41 those at the meeting that we all serve the elders, and that
42 we are listening for their instructions. We also want to
43 know who else you would like to hear from on some issues.
44 And now, I have two other people to help me.
45
46 BARBARA WESLEY expressed her apprec1ation that BERTHA is now.
47 in WTK. She assured her that she would let their Elders
48 Council pre51dent know of what's been going on.
49
50 BERTHA is hoping that someé of the Foundation monies could be
51 used for travel of elders between Pt. Hope, KVL, and WTK for
52 their meetings to strengthen the Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat in their
53 villages. She feels that the way the Upper Kobuk Elders work
Noatak Elders Council o : ' -Page 9
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together and meet together mlght be a model for other
ub-reglons.

Having exhausted our toplcs, the Elders Coun01l meetlng

-adjourned at 4: 00 pm.

,As a courtesy to the Natlonal Parks Service and also because,*
we know of the concern of our people in regard to. SUBSISTENCES
- ACTIVITY, we made time for DAVID MILLS (Acting .
-. Superintendent, Park Service).and JONAS RAMOTH to make thelr
. presentation at WIK. They assured the people that

subsistence activities would continue as usual. Someone

. asked about licenses, and the Parks people said for them to
-get their licenses from the State of Alaska as usual. Jonas;

said that it was not necessary for the elders to purchase
licenses, but that they do have to fill out forms and the. :
State would then give them a lifetime hunting permlt at the -
age of 60. With the controversy about subsistence in Alaska
and the majority of the legislators refusing to add new .

language to the Alaska Constitution, subsistence activity has
" come under the jurisdiction of the Federal Government. ; Sport

fishing and huntlng are allowed in the Noatak National®

- Preserve and the Selawik National Wildlife Refuge, and 'sport

fishing only permitted in the Kobuk Valley National Park and

the Cape Krusenstern National Monument, otherwise subsistence
activities are to continue as usual. Sub51stence activity on
'NANA lands are established under corporate policy. RAMOTH

assured the people that subsistence activity would remaln the
same under the Federal government._ : .
r

- RACHEL CRAIG then asked about the possibility of changes
“because of the lawsult advocated by Senator Murkowski and L
others in regard to language - contalned 1n ANILCA to which the
 State of Alaska must conform. _ : ’

By way of explanatlon, DAVID MILLS stated that the State
- Supreme Court ruling was passed in Alaska agalnst "rural"
-~ preference, and that the U. S. Congress has given the .
* National Parks Service the responsibility to help the local
'people in subsistence matters.. . They are to protect w11d11fes;
-and“wild habitat -as well as subsistence act1v1t1es. _Who can ' -

subsist? Right now, it seems to-be Anchorage versus small

';illages such as Noatak. ‘MILLS continued that they have.. .
‘ ontlnued with: what has” existed on fish and game regulatlons,w,
but ‘that in the future, hearings will begin preliminary to -

48 . establishing permanent regulations. nght now, there won't

49 - . be any-changes to established subsistence activities. ‘If

'50@"changes are coming up, MILLS assured the people that they .
51. would have dlscu531ons to get 1nto agreement with the local
52 people. : . : -

53 éw
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In discussions in regafduto sport fishing and hunting, the

1
2 people were assured that only subsistence hunting at Cape
3 Krusenstern and Kobuk Valley Preserve were allowed and that
4 subsistence regulations have been taken over by the Federal
5 Government. RAMOTH assured the people that sports fishing
6 and hunting were not allowed within the lands. But when I
7 called MILLS to clarify the notes taken at that meeting, he
8 said that both sport fishing and hunting were allowed in the
9 Noatak National Preserve and at the Selawik National wildlife
10 Refuge, and that sport fishing was also permitted at the
11 Kobuk Valley National Park and the Cape Krusenstern National
12 Monument. But subsistence activities were allowed in all
13  four Federal lands. I think it is important that the 1local
14 people be given the straight scoop, good or bad, when it
15 comes - to important subjects like subsistence. RAMOTH said
16 that he calls WTK every month to ask when their IRA Council
17 will meet so he could attend.
18
19 BEN SHERMAN said that a lot of people in WTK, especially
20 those who don't have nets, use rods and reels to catch fish
21 from their river. Then he asked if using a rod and reel was
22 considered sport-fishing?
23 RAMOTH responded that we can use traditional fishing hooks,
24 and that the issue can be placed as a proposal with Pete
25 Schaeffer at NANA.
26
27 @ MILLS then discussed the issue of how best to involve the
28 village of WTK in discussions in developing regulations on
29 subsistence activities, eliciting their ideas. He assured
30 the people that the National Park Service could be helpful to
31 the Noatak Elders Council, such as taking them and their
32 youth on an outing to visit the old Noatak Village site.
33 They could also assist in publishing maps to help teach our
34 students the geography of WTK area with all the place names
35 spelled correctly in Ifiupiag before publishing the map. He
36 insisted that his staff would be interested in being involved
37 in something like that. According to Federal legislation
38 which created these federal lands, they are called National
39 Park Lands, meaning that they belong to all Americans, and
40 especially to the local Native Americans who care for the
41 lands like they have done for thousands of years. That is
42 certainly a better method.
43
44  After that discussion, I would also like to insert here the
45 four-year ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY being done by Dr. Linda Ellanna
46 and associates. from the University of Alaska in Fairbanks in
47 regard to traditional land use patterns and family trees.
48 The only family roots I haven't done for them is the Mitchell
.49 family. They have been out hunting and doing their annual '
50 subsistence thing. Polly Wheeler will be back next month to
51 continue with the mapping effort with the village people.
52 They are putting their mapping in computer and graphing the
53 family trees and learning some patterns we weren't conscious

Noatak Elders Council ' : ' ’ Page 11



of. What they would also like to preserve ar
place names.  These names in themselves are
can tell us a lot of our history. These will
important documents for us to have on hand.
this are being done for Kiana, Ambler, Noatak,
villages that are surrounded by Federal lands
the Natlonal Parks Serv1ce.
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Record Five: kiﬁalina-community Meeting

This record is based on two meetings (June and August, 1990).

Ms. Rachel Craig, the Northwest Arctic Borough Ifupiat Ilitqusiat
coordinator, led the second meeting which comprises the main
substance of this record. Topics included school programs and
arctic survival, health service delivery, bilingual education,
coastal erosion, community language support, hot meals for
elders, the Red Dog mine, health hazards, the Ford Foundation
Innovations Award, Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat program progress, and
Ifupiaq dancing.

Lines 17, page 3 to line 3, page 4: discussion of the arctic
survival program in local schools, which some residents wish to
have reinstated due to the fact that other programs, such as Camp
Slvunllgv1k are geared to inland skllls and hence inapplicable
in K1va11na.

L1ne 7, page 3 to line 10, page 5: re51dents express frustratlon
with local and regional health services.

Lines 14-41, page 5: residents voice support for bilingual
instruction in the coastal dialect rather than the Kobuk dialect,
for the reasons outlined in the Noatak record (record four).

Line 45, page 5 to line 37, page 6: residents indicate that
funds for erosion control are insufficient and note that coastal
waters threaten the v111age.

Line 4, page 6 to line 13, page 7: English is the Vernacular
language in Kivalina and reinforcement of Ifiupiaq is necessary
for language survival among youth. _

Lines 17-52, page 7: residents express interest in hot meals and
potlucks for elders and their families.

"Line 3, page 8 to line 28, page 9: discoloration of water

associated with Red Dog mine act1v1ty is discussed, with some
controversy among re51dents.

L1ne 32, page 9 to line.lz, page 10: mlscellaneous fears about
health hazards associated with chlorinated water and the -
Chernobyl acc1dent are v01ced. :

'Llne 16, page. 10 to 11ne 20, page 11: the Ford Foundatlon
‘,Innovatlons Award is: announced and described. : .

R

" Line 24, page 11 to line 8 page 13: Inuplat Ilitqusiat'program

progress is descrlbed.‘

Lines 12-40, page 13. the issue of teaching Ifiupiaq dancing in
Kivalina is dlscussed., » '
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8/8/90 : KIVALINA COMMUNITY MEETING 2:15 pm

1
2 , v
3 l. WELCOME and OPENING PRAYER: _Mildred Sage
4 : . : ) .
5 2. REVIEW: Rachel Craig
6 v o ' ‘
~7  From notes by BERTHA JENNINGS at a previous meeting with
" 8 - Kivalina (June 29, 1990), we compiled the following list,
9. which RACHEL used in her review with the Kivalina people to
10 - update them on their prev1ous dlscuss1on'
11
12 1. Coastal Camp (to learn traditional subs1stence living)
13 - a. learn seal hunting skills
14 b. dry seal meat, make seal oil
15 c. make seal skin puug
16 d. how to preserve and use skins
17 e. learn weather indicators
18 f. learn survival skills
19 g. learn to be observant and anticipate needs
20 . .h. hunt land animals and ducks
21 - i. learn value of personal body care
22 . j. learn value of respect
23
24 2. Use of Hunting Implements
25 a. care of rifle and its proper use ,
26 b. making and care of hunting implements; i.e.,
27 harpoons, hooks, - bows/arrows :
28 c. value of sharing. ‘
29 d. value of respecting other people's property
30 e. value of cooperation
31 £f. value of other human beings
32
33 -3. Health Serv1ce Dellvery Needs
34 : a. better lab work and quicker results from Kotzebue
35 b. faster response from professionals and other o
36 medical personnel in Kotzebue for chronic’ and
37 emergency services
38 c. assistance in travel funding '
39 d. places to stay and be assured of meals while
40 . getting outpatient medical care
41 " e. need village workshop to explain basic ‘routine for
42 "~ health care, travel; i.e., medlcald medlcare, and
43 supplemental beneflts.
44 : :
45 4. Need more bunkers for waste
46 I T -
47 5. Need shore erosion contfol
48 :
49 6. Need running water and sewer
50 . ' _ : '
51 7. Need information guidelines to tap for village needs
52 - ) S C :
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8. Need information from PHS regarding flu, pneﬁmonia, and

1
2 hepatitis B shots. Are we being used as guinea pigs?
3 Are we getting proper medication for our ailments?
4 .
5 After review of their previous comments, the rest of the
6 agenda was established as follows:
7
8 3. Comments from Kivalina People
9 . .
10 4. Presentations by Hannah Mendenhall and Bertha Jennings
11
12 5. Presentation by Natlonal Parks Service (Dav1d Mills and
13 Jonas Ramoth)
14
15 SCHOOL PROGRAMS & SURVIVAL CAMP
16 '
17 CECIL HAWLEY started off the village discussion by stating
18 that the ARCTIC SURVIVAL PROGRAM previously taught at the
19 school must be reinstated. The subsistence instructors used
20 to give the students practical experience in subsistence
21 camp. (There was a story told at their previous meeting that
22 their instructor kept telling his students to dress warmly
23 for travel. They would not listen. So one day he tOOk them
24 out on the ice with the clothes that they insisted on
25 wearing. They learned. After a short while, they learned
26 the value of dressing for the weather rather than for the
27 current style.)
28
29 The Subsistence Camp would be made available to all children,
30 and the Arctic Survival Program would be taught by an
31 experienced hunter to Kivalina students enrolled in their
32 school. There were questions from the floor on how they
33 might get funding and get both programs going. There was
34 discussion from the meeting participants (LUCY ADAMS) that
35 some people don't even know how to stretch out an ugruk skin
36 to dry it for mukluk bottoms. Many of them are throwing
37 those skins away, and have no idea on how to save the skins
38 for later use. Some don't even know how to gaprak the skins
39 without cutting holes through it. Clearly, subsistence
40 skills must be taught to the next generation. With uncertain
41 @ relationships between countries, we may not always count on
42 ready-made shoes being available to us.
43 - :
44 After some discussion, DAVID SWAN said that they demand to
45 have a Subsistence Camp. As he said, "We cannot expect
46 Sivunniigvik to teach coastal subsistence lifestyles to our
47 children." When asked by CRAIG if there were enough people
48 in Kivalina to help w1th the Subsistence Camp, the answer was
49 = affirmative.
51 ~~RACHEL CRAIG then asked the villagers if they are allowed to
52 have INUPIAQ DAY at school. The village people feel that
53 they get good cooperation from their principal for Ifiupiagq
Kivalina Community Meeting : : : Page 3




Days, even though the’elder instructors are small in numbef.'

1
2 CRAIG said that all children should learn the INUPIAQ VALUES.
3 It helps our children to feel good about being Ifiupiaq.
4 ’ . ‘ .
5 HEALTH SERVICE DELIVERY
6
7 Speaking of other health delivery services, ENOCH ADAMS said
8 that they really need emergency dental care in Kotzebue. He
9 said he had a bad tooth ache from an infection and he had to
10 wait several days for service because he didn't have an
11 appointment. He said that when Dr. Jacobson was in Kotzebue,
12 that was no problem; but Jacobson is gone now because they
13 got rid of him. ADAMS indicated that an emergency dentist
14 for outlying villages is badly needed.
15 : :
16 In another matter, SHERRILL SAGE talked about his experience
17 with their local CHP. He became very ill and kept calling
18 the CHP for help. There was no response at first until he
19 got desperate, but still there was no medication of any kind
20 given to him. Finally he was sent to Kotzebue on an
21 emergency flight. By then he was too sick to know what he
22 was doing, but at Kotzebue he heard the doctor saying that he
23 should have gotten big doses of antibiotics in the village. .
24 He said that if he had gotten antibiotics in the beginning, .
25 he wouldn't have ended up in the shape that he's in now.
26 That infection lodged in his heart valve, and they took him
27 to Anchorage. From there he was shipped to San Francisco,
28 CA, and given a less than 50/50 chance of survival in :
29 surgery. Since then, he hasn't worked for two years and he
30 had worked all over Alaska before as an electrician. This is
31 very frustrating for a young man, not to be able to work even
32 though he would like to. SAGE says that they need better
33 health care; that he's not speaking only for himself but for -
34 everybody else, which also includes the elders.
35
36 LUCY ADAMS '1s a member of the Health Board for the village
37 of Kivalina. She said that she has complained to Grace but
38 has not had any kind of response from the State Health Board.
39 She feels that all CHP's should be tested for drugs. They
40 are dealing with people's lives in the whole village. ADAMS
41  said that when the village people complain about inadequate
42 health care and those up the line don't respond immediately,
43 it affects the whole village. Maniilaq Board is the entity .
44 with this responsibility, at least that's what is told to us
45 by the Health Care Practitloners, according to ADAMS.
46"
47 "Long before the Community Health Practitioners were
48 established, I was a Health Aide volunteer for 20 years," so
49 said MILDRED SAGE. "And that was just to help our village
50 people. Sometimes I had to start the electric generator all
51 by myself, and sometimes with the help of my husband."
. 52 N )
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1 "My son (Sherrill Sage) was not getting any kind of response
2 from the local CHP, and so I called the hospital about his
3. condition. I have been under*the doctor's care because of my
4 own health problems for years. My son ended up with serious
5 health problems because he didn't get that initial medication
6 when it was crucial. That's why we are concerned about the
7 quality of service that our health aide gives to the village.
8 What LUCY said is true. 1It's that way. We get very poor
9 health service here. They don't respond to our needs, except
10 I'm not on duty; someone else is on duty."
11 . _
12 BILINGUAL EDUCATION
13 : . , ' ,
14 In the area of bilingual education, LUCY ADAMS stated that
15 they really need Coastal Dialect Ifiupiaqg language instruction
16 material. All of the language instructional material is in
17 the Kobuk Dialect. "The kids say 'tara' instead of 'tavra'."
18 The Coastal-dialect'Spoken at home and the Kobuk dialect
19 instruction in school confuses the children and makes
20 learning the Ifiupiaq language very difficult. She said that
21 her child says, "Mom, I can't understand your Ifiupiaqg; we
22 learn different in school." "ADAMS continued to say that the
23 students are learning to say Ifiupiagq words without
24 comprehension, and that they really need a coastal dialect
25 dictionary. .
26
27 When asked about communlty support for language
28 reinforcement, JOY KOENIG said that there was no language
29 support at home for most of the students because the parents
30 were of the generation who went away to go to high school.
31 And the language of the home and the language instruction at
32 the school just didn't match. There's just not much
33 understanding of the language of the home by the students.
34 And ENOCH ADAMS said that the students learn the words but
35 don't learn the meanings of the words. Whereupon, DAVID
36 SWAN said that they really need a Coastal Ifiupiaq dictionary.
37+ The Kivalina coastal dialect differs from the North Slope
38 dialect. (I must explain here that "Coastal" does not
39 include Deerlng and Kotzebue in the case of the language.
40 "“Coastal" in bilingual education refers only to people who
41 = speak the Kivalina dialect. )
42
43 EROSION
44 ‘ '
45 The. Klvallna people have been concerned about their eros1on'
46 problems for several years. ‘DAVID SWAN says that over by the
47 mouth of the Corwin Lagoon the edge of the water is about ten
48 feet from the houses. SWAN continued, "We reported our
49 erosion problem to Representative Eileen McLean because we
50 sure do need some erosion prevention dollars. But seems like-
51 they just appropriate just enough money to get things started
"but none to run them. We also need funding for a water and
Kivalina Community Meeting C - Page 5



sewer project for Kivalina. I hope they will give us enough

1
2 money to complete the pro;ect "
3 .
4 MILDRED SAGE gave some background on their trying to move the
5 village of Kivalina to a new site before all the large
6 buildings like the new school house, water tank, etc., were
7 built in the village. 1Initially, the spit where Kivalina was
8 established was used pretty much like Sisualik as a seasonal
9 camp. Some ancient burials have been lost to erosion and are
10 now underwater. There are still some ancient graves in the
11 middle of the village. Kivalina is situated on beach rldges
12 that have formed over the centuries, and the water level is
13 hlgher than in anc1ent times.
14
15 SAGE continued that they have had publlc meetings about
16 erosion, and previous testimony was handwritten and given to
17 Bobby. She said that anyone can talk about village concerns -
i8 outside of the village council. Bert Griest, former director
19 of lands for NANA, knows of this issue. A bridge wasn't
20 built because they said it would affect the fish population
21 which is important to the village people and even in the
22 region. Still, there is no bridge to higher ground in case
23 of emergencies to this day. At the v111age ‘council meeting,
24 the first vote was 2/3 of those present in favor of
25 relocating to a new site. Later, after some discussion w1th
26 other village people that didn't come to that first meeting,
27 the vote was 50/50 when taken the second time, which division
28 blocked further action on the proposed move. "I guess we '
29 sort of gave up after that," SAGE said. They had been
30 working with Bob Blodgett, and he made an on-site visit to
31 the proposed location and was pleased with it, for
32 residential area, for adequate dump site, airfield, and
33 potential growth. SAGE explained that they have very little
34 land remaining here in our present site. The necessity to
35 plan for the children and grandchildren us ever present. The
36 land must be protected, and its future use must be planned
37 w1sely. :
38
39 COMMUNITY LANGUAGE SUPPORT
40
41 The dlscussion went back to the INUPIAQ LANGUAGE again and
42  RACHEL CRAIG asked if the community provided support by
43 speaking Ifiupiaq to the children. CALEB ADAMS said that the
44 elders converse in English. They even continue speaking
45 English over the CB. JOY KOENIG said that some of their
46 - children can understand Ifiupiag, but they cannot speak it.
47 LUCY ADAMS said that no reinforcement to language instruction
48 was given at home. Their language studies are all conducted
49  at the school. HANNAH HAWLEY said that the children have no
50 comprehension of Ifiupiaq. :
52 Personally, as a resource person, I think that if we are
53 going to get anywhere with our Ifiupiag language, we have to
Kivalina Community Meeting : o : Page 6
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have a special meeting with the village and together work for

1
2 a plan of action to take for the community as well as the
3 school. The School District, the village of Kivalina, and we
4 can work together to remove their frustrations and allow them
5 the opportunity to give retention of the Coastal Ifupiaq
6 language of Kivalina their best shot. They still have fluent
7 speakers, some literate Ifiupiaq speakers, and there's no
8 reason why there couldn't be curriculum developed to address
9 their needs. And then we can motivate the community to
10 consciously speak Ifiupiag. Part of our traditional Ifiupiagq
11 identity has been the way we speak Ifiupiagq as well as the
12 place where we come from. Our forefathers took pride in
13 these nuances of the culture.
14
15 ELDERS HOT MEALS
16
17 CALEB ADAMS then brought up the subject of elders hot neals.
18 He wondered if meals could be served in Kivalina for elders
19 like they do in Kotzebue. He also wondered if our leaders
20 could search for funding to make that possible. ADAMS said,
21 "I think it would be wonderful if we could eat together at
22 least once a week." RACHEL CRAIG informed them about the hot
23 meal program for elders in Kotzebue. Kotzebue elders hot
24 meals are now in conjunction with the Kotzebue Senior Center,
25 but with the addition of the sick wing, the environment has
26 changed somewhat and the elders just eat instead of
27 socializing like they used to. Now we have a potluck for
28 them once a month. We try to provide something for them to
29 look forward to, hoping that it will develop a happy mental
30 outlook. .
31 , g
32 MILDRED SAGE said that the Kivalina elders are not informed
33 about potluck dinners held locally. DAVID SWAN said that
34 they repeatedly made announcements in Ifiupiag over the CB
35 publicizing their fund-raiser potlucks so they could get
36 their youth to Kotzebue for the Quarterly Meeting. Then
37 RACHEL CRAIG spoke up and -said that the village of Kivalina
38 must be commended for the fine work that they did teaching
39 their youth to sing. They gave a wonderful concert during
40 the Quarterly Meeting and they were a marvelous model for all
41 of our villages. "Thank you for working with your youth and
42 for sending them to sing for us in Kotzebue. They were
43 really good," CRAIG said.:
44 ’
45 MILDRED SAGE said that some parents asked her to mention that
46 whoever escorts youth-should not leave some of them some
47 place else without bringing them home. The parents should be
48 notified of any changes in travel plans. Then LUCY ADAMS
49 said that her son ENOCH ADAMS, JR., stayed in Kotzebue a long
50 time until a charter was sent to plck up some of the
51 children. The weather was too bad to travel by boat and the
52 parents were apprised of the situation by telephone.
53 :
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1 . RED DOG MINE
2
3 Then during the lull ‘in the conversatlon, CALEB ADAMS asked
4 if anything even not directly connected with IAupiat
5 Ilitqusiat could be discussed. He brought up the subject of
6 the RED DOG MINE and the discoloratlon of the river systems
7 leading from the mine site. "He said that the Kivalina people
8 - were really concerned with the possible serious pollution of
9 the river system, since that was their source of drinking
10 water and fishing area. Some dead fish were seen afloat in
11 the area all ready. ENOCH ADAMS was really defensive about
12 = the people's concern about the possible pollution from :
13 obvious discoloration of the river. We have to make sure our
14 people are open minded enough to make sensible decisions
15 without getting so defensive in their loyalties. A
16 delegation from the village flew over the area to see for
17 themselves the extent of the discoloration. They expect the
18 pollution to hit their village by fall time. The village of
19 Kivalina has also sent in water samples for independent
20 study. I told them that I felt both were right -- the ,
21 Subsistence Committee having Cominco do the testing in their
22 lab, and the City of Kivalina getting an independent study.
23 If they agree, no problem. If there are discrepancies, then.
24  they can further study why there are discrepancies and come
.25 up closer to the truth. (It was interesting from our Staff
26 meeting to learn of the negative results from the surface
27 waters versus pollutant results from deeper areas in the .
28 river.) DAVID SWAN said that last week he picked up a dead
29 salmon from the river. It had no apparent scars and they
30 also sent it in to the lab for study. ENOCH said that it _
31 takes only four hours before Cominco knows from their testing
32 whether we have something to worry about or not. If it looks
33 bad, he said that the Committee has the powers to close the
34 mine down until the problem is resolved.
35
36 CLINTON SWAN then began to talk in spite of ENOCH's
37 interruptions. He said' that the river was his hunting ground
38 for many years, and that he is quite familiar with its clear
39 waters (of the Salmon River). "I think about our
40  grandchildren and how we have always relied on the salmon for
41 = our food the year around. ' Today the color of that river is
42 yellow and green. . The substance in the water is green like
‘43 -jello. I have no animosity toward people who work at Red Dog -
44 Mine, yet this dlscoloration is not just discoloration. We
45, don't know for sure yet how serious this is.’ It might just
46 - look’ dlscolored but I have a hunch it is toxic and might. _
47 even get more so when heated by the sun's rays. We know that’
48 food spoils when it gets too much sun. How do we know:
49  whether there is chemical change or not when that substance’
50 that discolors our rivers is mixed with water and the heat of.'
51 the sun. I have a feeling that if we do nothing, the
52 condition could get worse. The subsistence camps are being
53 affected. Spawning grounds of salmon cannot be seen and we
Kivalina Community Meeting " - Lo I Page 8
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don't know how it will affect the growth of the fish. We

1l
2 must protect our children-from:health hazards. If they eat
3 the wild game and fish from there, how do we know what they
4 are taking into their bodies might cause diseases. I have
5 had to think pretty hard about this situation," CLINTON said.
6 ' : : .
7 ENOCH ADAMS said that he is a member of the Noatak/Kivalina
8 Subsistence Committee which exists because of the Red Dog
9 Mine. He assures the people that the samples will help the
10 Committee with their ultimate decisions. He also reminded
11 the people that they are never present at meetlngs in
12 Kivalina when meetings are called to 1nform the community of
13 current developments. - :
14 : :
15 HANNAH HAWLEY said they have always used the rivers in their
16 lifetime and have never seen discolorations like this. :
17 CLINTON SWAN voiced his concern of the unpredictability of
18 pollution in the future. CALEB ADAMS said at least the
19 caribou have not yet reached their traditional grounds in
20 that area. DAVID SWAN maintains that it cannot be corrected
21 until corrective action is demanded. LUCY ADAMS claims that
22 the reason the local people don't know what's going on is
23 that they don't attend meetings held by the Subsistence
24 Committee when they meet at Kivalina. "Since we have always
25 lived here, we know the patterns of salmon migration on this
26 river," she said. Then CLINTON SWAN said that salmon do
27 migrate in great numbers through the river. They spawn and
28 die within their natural life cycle.
29 : o
30 HEALTH HAZARDS
31 : ; '
32 RACHEL CRAIG reported to the people that we were soon to have
33 guests from the NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION in Washington, D.
34 C. They are in charge of arctic and polar research, and what
35  would the local people recommend we suggest for research
36 projects? "Personally, I keep wondering why we are
37 exper1enc1ng large numbers of cancer cases, even diabetes.
38 Is it because of changes in our diet? 1Is it the food .
39 preservatives? Or is it environmental, with nuclear fall-out
40 from other countries polluting the grazing lands of our-
41  animals and waters. I think we need to find out for sure,"
42 CRAIG said. - - =
43 > = o o . - |
44 LUCY ADAMS remembered hearing a study reported by a Japanese
45 - doctor over Nome radio station KICY some years ago. An
46 experiment was done with rabbits. One control group was
47  given chlorinated water for drink, and the second group was
48 given only fresh river water. Deaths occurred among those
49 that were given chlorinated water, but those given fresh
50 river water survived and remained healthy. Are the additives
51 to our drinking water affectlng our health? The good healthy
52 bacteria which are helpful to our health are destroyed by
53 chlorination. The CALEB ADAMS sa1d that probably the pest
Kivalina Community Meeting : Page 9



1 control by farmers must be affecting our health through our
2 intake of those foods, too. .
3
4 RACHEL CRAIG also wondered out loud if the nuclear accident
5 in Chernobyl wasn't blown over to our country by the winds.
6 Then LUCY ADAMS said that when they heard about that accident
7 and the potential pollution to our area, several of her
8 acquaintances got together and prayed for mighty winds to
9 intercede on our behalf to spare us from that nuclear ‘
10 pollution. Their prayers were heard and a strong wind began
11 to blow. LUCY cautioned us that we must ever be aware of.
12 dangerous conditions around us. since they affect our lives.
13 -
14  INNOVATIONS PROGRAM AWARD -
15 : - '
16 BERTHA JENNINGS then made a presentation to inform the _
17 village people of Kivalina about the INNOVATIONS AWARD for
18 the INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT PROGRAM from the FORD FOUNDATION. She
19 read the letter informing us that MANIILAQ was one of 25
20 semi-finalists vying for a $100,000.00 award. Initially
21 there were 5,175 organizations, and she and Billy Sheldon
22 went to Boston to make a presentation in behalf of the
23 INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT program. Then she read the letter
24 informing us that we were one of ten organizations being
25 awarded $100.000.00!! Then BERTHA explained that all of the
26 organizations (Maniilaq, NANA, Borough, and School District)
27 all cooperated in this effort and it has been wonderful for
28 all of us to work together. And that on top of everything
29 else, we have enjoyed the direction given by the elders and
30 . their prayers on behalf of_the future of our children. The
31 Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat program encompasses every area of our life -
32 == in education, in spirituality, in our culture. Right now -
33 we are working on the guidelines which will tell us how we
34 will use that award money, how we all can most benefit’ from
35 its use. BERTHA continued that we also have STEPHANIE = .
36 ‘HOLLEMAN, who has a contract with the FORD . FOUNDATION, with
37 us to take pictures of all ten organizations who won awards.'
38 If it's OK with you, she would also like to take pictures
39 while we are meeting and also take individual portraits.
40 (The Kivalina people were most accommodating on this and the
41 photographer was happy with the’ shots she was able to take. -
42 Both she and MIKE LACEY stayed at MILDRED SAGE'S place with
43 us.) o , S .
44
45 BERTHA assured the v111age of Kivalina that we Inupiat
46. . Ilitqusiat Coordinators do not work independently of the
47 elders, but solicit their direction and advise, both in the
48 village and the region. She then reported that Marie Greene
49 _and others from Maniilaq are planning village travel .
50 = beginning the week of September 10-17 to get some idea of
51 what's going on in the villages before the AFN convention in
52 - October. BERTHA also informed the village people that her .
53 IRI office has been moved to Noatak and that she feels that
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it's good for her personally and the program to have a

1
-2 village base. She informed the people that if there's any

3 way that we could help strengthen their elders councils to

4 let us know. She felt that the way the Upper Kobuk Elders

5 Council works together was a very good model for some other

6 subregions to take a look at. BERTHA also advised the

7 villagers that if they let us know their problems that we

8 would take the information to the appropriate personnel in

9 whatever organizations for quick attention. "God knows our
10 needs and has blessed us with our needs to be taken care of.
11 He has blessed us in answer to our prayers. We can work on
12 our INUPIAQ VALUES and try to improve our lives. We must

13 work hard, not only here in Kivalina, but in our other

14 villages as well. If we work together, there's hope that we
15 can begin to live a better life. Please pray for BILLY _
16 SHELDON, the president of the REGIONAL ELDERS COUNCIL, and

17 all of our elders," BERTHA said to those in attendance.

18 There was a unanimous show of hands as an expression of :
19 appreciation for the FORD FOUNDATION award that was received
20 by MANIILAQ in behalf of the INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT PROGRAM.

21 - ’ ‘ .
22 INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT FLOW CHART
23 : '
24 Then HANNAH MENDENHALL, INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT COORDINATOR at the
25 NANA REGIONAL CORPORATION, made her presentation on the flow
26 chart which NANA developed with the help of some professional
27 planners to reestablish INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT and identify the
28 principal leaders. HANNAH indicated that they want the
29 INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT program in every village and that it's up
30 to the elders and the village to make it work. Speaking of
31 IAI goals and objectives, HANNAH said that they had not
32 changed since the inception of the program and that nobody
33 else would tell Kivalina people what to do, that the program
34 should be developed through the elders, what they want to see
35 in their village. She then said that in the program NANA
36 wants to employ two persons to be VILLAGE COORDINATORS and -
37 @ that the people of Kivalina should be thinking now of whom
38, they want as the IAI coordinators. NANA prefers a couple to-
39 . be the coordinators. .The decision does not have to be
40 immediate, but be thinking about it so we could identify
41 = those people by October 1990. The coordinators will be given
42 . instruction in workshops so they could also work with alcohol
43 -~ and drug abuse cases, especially on how to stop that abusive
44 cycle. They will also be given HEALTHY LIVING training '
455,‘before they begln to work in the village. And then it's up
46 *"to-the village on where to go from there. PETE SCHAEFFER
47 will develop a guide book for coordinators, and NANA will be
48 very supportive as well as those of us from Kotzebue. We
49 ° need to know what kinds of village needs you do have. We
50 have INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT COORDINATORS in MANIILAQ, NANA, and
51 at the BOROUGH. I find it much easier this way for me, to
52 cooperate between the local agencies. The job of the VILLAGE
53 COORDINATORS will be part time to give them time to do their
Kivalina Community Meeting _  Page 11




own subsistence activities. (I think it would be worthwhile:

1

2 for them to take some young people along. RC) So be thinking

3  about which couple you would like to have for your VILLAGE
4  INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT COORDINATORS, and they should be onﬁboard

5 - by August 1991. ' _ ‘

p _ ; _

7 MILDRED SAGE wanted clarificatlon if she heard right about

8. getting two coordinators in their v111age. She was very

9 pleased because she felt that Kivalina is way behind in

10 what's going on because they have never had IAI village.

11  coordinators in their village. = She feels that having

12 coordinators will help the village immensely. She was§I

13 assured by the regional resource people that we would be _
14 - happy to help them reorganlze, 'if that's what they wanted to
15'f>do.." e ’ ‘ o
16 ' ' ' .
17 MILDRED contlnued that absent elders at scheduled meetlngs S
18 have prevented them from reorganizing the Kivalina Elders

19 Council. She expressed the need to have a Vice President as
20 sometimes she felt very inadequate being the only offlclal of
21 their organlzatlon. She also said that they want the

22 different governing bodies to work together -- the city =
23 Council, City Admlnlstratlon, the VPSO, IRA, etc. She also
24 feels that the City of Kivalina must make the ordinances of
25 the city known to the VPSO and that we all should work' -

26 together.  She cited the three of us coordinators working

27 together and said that there is a need for a younger ﬂ

28 generatlon to help the elders of Kivalina, that we all’ pray

29 - for guldance to the same God, and the one thing that we all

30 must learn is to work together instead of continually

31 ~1nclud1ng hurtful innuendos in our conversation. She %

32 encouraged the community to unite and work together as one.

33 Then she offered a prayer  so no one would go away fromi the

34 eeting ‘with hurt feellngs but be determlned to work

35 together. _

36 ’ ’ o »
37 RACHEL CRAIG then relnforced some of" HANNAH's presentatlon so .
38 the village people would have a clearer understanding of the.
39 coordinator issue. NANA ideally would like to have a couple
40 . work as the village IAI coordlnators, but sometlmes that is

41 not possible.. What they really need is'a man chosen by the. .. -
42  community- to teach the young men and a woman similarly: chosen
43, by the communlty to teach the_ young ladles what they should
44 - know in the culture. If it turns out that they are marrled
45 . fine, but if not, it's up to-the communlty to' choose whom

46" ‘‘they' feel has experience and‘can teach the youth. CRAIG

47 - reminded the community that our youth are: 1nte111gent,_and

48  they can tell-if their instructor lives the way he’ teaches

49 the youth to be. 1In teaching the IRUPIAQ VALUES, our L
50 ~ instructors must also teach by example.. Good examples really
51_.‘reinforce our way of 11fe.-.=-'" A : ;

- 52 - : - e Y
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1 It was explained that the NANA board has set aside a large

2 sum of money for the INUPIAT ILITQUSIAT budget, including

3 coordinators in each v111age who will work on a part time

4 basis. CRAIG also reminded those at the meeting that it

5 depends on what is going on in the community and what is

6 being taught. Sometimes in the middle of subsistence

7 activity, processing time requires a day into nlght schedule
8 to make sure the food does not spoil.

9
10 ESKIMO DANCING

11
12 DAVID SWAN then asked what it would take to teach Eskimo
13 Dancing in Kivalina. He explained that they are a whaling
14 community, and if they should be successful some whaling
15 season, they wouldn't know what to do again. Some members at
16 the meeting said that once Oscar Swan was designated as
17 Eskimo Dance 1nstructor, but somehow it just fell by the
18 way51de.
19 ‘ , .
20 RACHEL CRAIG explained that the request would have to come
21 from the community, that we can't arbitrarily go into the
22 village to teach dancing. She further explained that the way
23 Kotzebue got the NORTHERN LIGHTS DANCERS going was that there
24 was one elder who had a desire to teach Eskimo dancing to the
25 students. = Their parents thought it was a good idea and gave.
26 written permission for their children to take lessons. Right'
27 now, the dance instructors just volunteer their time because
28 of the interest of the children to learn something that is
29  part of the Ifiupiaq culture. The elders give one hour
30 instruction every Monday and Thursday. The only kind of pay
31 they receive from teaching dancing is travel and per diem to
32 sing and drum when the students travel to other cities to
33 perform. The NORTHERN LIGHTS DANCER program is an
34 after-school program, and we have been practicing at the
35 Recreation Center, making the dance program a cooperative
36 effort between the City of Kotzebue and the Kotzebue Schools.
37 We take in any age, including adults from the community and
38 their children who want to learn to dance. This year we hope
39 to teach them to sing, too.l Without singers and drummers,
40 there is no dance. ' ;
41
42 BERTHA JENNINGS reminded the people that we can't always
43 depend on the Federal Government for all of our education.
44 We have discovered our past through our elders. Our ethnic
45  identity is important to our children, and we do what we can
46 to reinforce ‘that identlty. :
47 . ‘
48 .With that, seemingly having exhausted discussion topics in
49 the village of Kivalina, we turned the rest of the meeting
50 over to DAVE MILLS and JONAS RAMOTH from the NATIONAL PARK
51  SERVICE. However, we did not take minutes for the Parks.
52 Discussion was essentially the same as it was at Noatak.
53 :
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1

2

3 Mildred Sage

4 Hannah S. Hawley
5 Lucy Adams

6 Enoch Adams, Sr.
7 Betty Swan

8

9 Bertha Jennings

10 Rachel Craig

11 Clinton Swan

12 Daniel Sage
13 Charlie Sage

14 David Swan
15 Oscar Swan
16 Joe Swan
17

Kivalina Community'Meetihg

Those people attending the meeting were:

Lawrence Sage
Louise L. Hawley
Joy Koenig

Galen Swan

Mike Lacey

Stephanie Holleman Hannah R. Mendenhall
. Carlos Hawley

Charlotte Swan
Cecil Hawley
Sherrill I. Sage, R.
Ernest Hawley

Caleb S. Adans
Jonas Ramoth

Josh Okpowruk

18 The meeting adjourned ét 6:10 pm.
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Record six:“‘npperuxobuk Meeting

This August, 1990 meeting involved elders from Ambler, Shungnak and

Kobuk, and two guests who discussed elders activities in Kotzebue
and regional "Spirit of the Rainbow" activities. The focus of the
meeting was a determination of sites to use for Ifiupiat Ilitqusiat
training and summer activities for youth, - Some village 1land
selectlon issues also emerged. ‘ SRR

' Lines 31- 51, page 2: introductory comments stress ‘the importance

of children, and elder role models for chlldren, in the context of
elders council work. : .

Lines 5- 29 page 3: a Kotzebue guest outlines reglonal’succeSS'ln

. involving elders in group act1v1t1es, stre551ng the soc1a1 aspect

of meetings and dinners.

Line 41, page 3 to line 46, page 4: a Maniilaqg Association staff
person discusses "Spirit of the Rainbow" programs modeled along the
lines of the Alkali Lake, B.C. (Canada) concept, requests comments,
and discusses the Kotzebue Spring Carnlval. :

Line 21, page 5 to line 33, page 6: v111age coordinators describe
training related to sexual assault and Chlld abuse. '

" Line 35, page 6 to line 40, page 8: the v111age coordinators'

report opens up these issues to community discussion.

Line 46, page 8 to line 36, page 21: the selection of sites for

summer camp activities for local youth is discussed at length;
candidate sites are compared and conflicts over site usage are
descrlbed.

Line 46, page 21 to line 26, page 23: the curriculum for the
summer camp is outlined and options are discussed.

Line 37, page 23 to line 34, page 25: the issue of site selection
and permission to use sites arises again. -

Line 19, page 26 to line 47, page 27: statements and testimony
from elders regarding alcohol, self-esteem, and traditional
lifestyles. , :

Line 5, page 28 to line 12, page 32: rules for the use of the
Bornite Hot Springs camp are discussed and debated. -
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- UPPER KOBUK MEETING

1

2 August 22, 1990

3 o :

4 30 Elders present

5

6 Guests. Lonnie Brantley and Fred Wemark

7

8 Participants: KB (Kathy Brown), TC - (Truman Cleveland

9 President), FW (Fred Wemark), GN (Genevieve Norris), TD .
10 (Tommy Douglas); NS (Neal Sheldon), CL (Clara Lee, Clara), MC

(Mark Cleveland), CC (Cora Cleveland), HC ( o ), MI

12 ( ' ), MJI ( - ), NG - (Nelson Grlest),

13 (Florence Douglas).

14 -
15 K. Brown: We'd apprec1ate it 1f you come closer and that way
16 it would be a circle. : :
17

18 Truman. We are thankful that we have reached to begin a

19 meeting again.

20 .

21 Invocation: Florence Douglas, Shungnak

22 ' _ :

23 TC: Do we have any minutes? You can read them for us.

24 ' [Minutes were read, inaudible 1n places]

25 :

26 TC: Those were the minutes from our last meeting. How are

27 they now when you near them, if you want to know more about
28 them. If they are to your llklng, approve them by ralslng
29 your hand.

30 , _ : :

31 We are thankful that we have gotten together again to meet,
32 we have already started to meet and must continue to do so if
33 we are able to, without missing what we have begun and we
34 have been meeting for 5 years. When you don't continue to

35 follow the meetings and attend sometimes you don't know

36 what's happening but those of us who attend all and _

37 understanding each others also our children see and watch our
38 actions not having meetings and this can curb them from

39 making more mistakes but seeing us having meetings they will
40 know that we are meeting about them. We always voice our

41 reason for meeting is for the children and they see that .
42 which weakens them from doing anything so drastic especially
43 those that are at an understandlng age.

44 '

45 Also, we must try to attend all meetlngs--those of us who are
46 elders, parents--we all have children now. Our children are
47 the reason of why we meet and also any other problem that may
48 occur to be solved; or a person may need help. We like to be
49 told of anyone who needs our help and we would try our best
50 to help. Maniilaqg representatlves are there to help also if
51 we are unable to help. :

52
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Introduction of Guest: You all know Lonnie Brantley and Fred

1
2 Wemark. [They were asked for short speeches ] These are our
3 only guests. - : o
4
5 IB: I don't have too much to start but I'm startlng to go to
6 the villages to begin the elders because Kivalina/Noatak
7 they're not having their meetings so I'm trying to get up
-8 there to get them started. The last time they had the meeting
9 at Noatak it was pretty good. The reason why it was a little
10 bit better because they had a potluck like this. - That's how
11 come there was a lot of people. The first time there was
12 only four or something like that so I've been trying to get
13 to the other villages to get them started the elders again:
14 like they used to long ago. But Ambler, these upper Kobuk is
15 doing real good. They have lots of elders involved and
16 they're always going to meetings real good and Kotzebue's
17 getting a lot better, too. Anytime you go down to Kotzebue
18 the elders down there always have their meetings every first
19 Monday of every month at 5 p.m. right after they have dinner
20 and you're invited to go have dinner as a guest, but it will
21 cost you $1 to eat and right after that at 5 o'clock the
22 elders have their meeting so they talk about anything but
23 you're welcome to go to the meeting down there at Kotzebue
24 whenever you go down there--its always the first Monday of
25 every month on a Monday. Also, ‘Tribal Dr. Coordinator
26 message. To get donations for hot springs to renovate the
27 cabin--enlarge, stove, new bed. Some wanted me to let you :
28 know for any suggestions. Kennedy was going to be here from
29 Kotzebue to tape record but I guess he couldn't make it.
30
31 TC: Thank you, Lonnie. [inaudible]
32 ' . ’ . . ‘
33 Lonnie: Make it larger, stove, beds--was what she asked me to
34 say. :
35 , . ‘ . ' \
36 Fred: How many people went to "Spirit of the Rainbow" here?
37 You went. How'd you like it?
38
39 TC: Real good.
40
41 F.W.: Since the last meeting at Shungnak last month we have
42 brought up four Rural World Development people. "Sp1r1t of
43 the Rainbow" people--the ones who helped Alkali Lake in the
44 Honor of All. They did a workshop in Kotzebue and then they
45 came up here and did a workshop up here in Ambler on the
46 11th, 12th, and 13th and the one in Kotzebue we had the
47 people there and looks like 16 people here too, probably
48 more. We were planning on following that up and having
49 another one probably in June or July--we'll bring 1t up again
50 at that time. We'll be working with the kids too. We'll do
51 an adults group and also a kids group. You want to explain
52 what I'm talking about "Spirit of the Rainbow."
53 :
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K. Brown: This "Spirit of the Rainbow"--who wish to help

1
2 ' adults and children had a workshop here and also had one in
3 Kotzebue. In December that was their first to Kotzebue and
4 its real good when you go to that workshop--you get a lot of
5 = help for it because it deals with ourselves, how much we hurt
-6 ' too ourselves. You would start to.understand how much you
7 hurt when you go to those workshops. I sure learned a lot
8 from that workshop and she's real good seems like you could
9 feel what she say to us that she talk from inside. And also
10 in June or July she is coming to hold workshop with ‘adults
11 and children--two groups, adults and kids. You should think
12 about it from this far--June or July is a little ways--our
13" months are going fast so think'about it .if you think you need
14 help--come to those meetings--to those workshops. It would"
15 help you. We are knew we need help in our (spiritually)-
.16, inside--in our mlnd.. '
18 Fred: I went to the workshop in Kotzebue. I wish I had gone
19 to the one here too. It helped me out a lot too. The reason
20 I wasn't here was I went to California to meet with the
21 people who pay my way to come up here and we talked about
22 what we're doing in our areas, what I'm doing up in Kotzebue
23 and the region and how the other people are doing in the
24 other 10 programs in the Lower 48--California, Montana, Utah,
25 = and Oregon. It's a pretty good program and I think we could
26 be thankful for having them bring up these "Sp1r1t of the
27 Rainbow" people and some of these other thlngs we're trying
28 to do.
29 ' :
30 FW: Right,after that we had the Kotzebue Spring Festival.
31 This is something I was talking about maybe we could get
32 started up here in the Upper Kobuk between the villages of
33 Shungnak, Kobuk, and Ambler. The Spring Festival that
34 started out w1th fireworks in Kotzebue ended with dog races
35 also started with Eskimo games and ended with Eskimo dancing.
36 It was planned--took only two months to plan it all and there
37 was a lot of activities that went on and was a lot of fun for
38 everybody and brought everybody out and everyone had fun with
39 the Eskimo games that first night and we could have gone all
40 night but everybody wanted to go down and see the fireworks.
41 Something like that we could get started up here if you are
42 interested in it. We could start thinking about it sometime
43 in the near future and see what kind of output we get from
44  some of the other people in the villages plus maybe we could
45 get some help from Kotzebue. That's all I got right now=--any
46 questions? - : T o
47 . . . ‘ .
48 TC: Do you have any questions? If you should have any
49 ° questions durlng the course of this meeting, these two are.
50 here to help us. You can ask any time.
51 v
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Correspondence: We have one letter from‘House,of

1
2 Representatives, Al Adams, Chairman of Finance. [The letter
3  was read by Truman Cleveland.] - »
4 . _
5 TC: The main subject/reason that our meetings began was
6 alcohol and drugs that when the children began using, them
7 which we elders of the Upper Kobuk did not approve of and had
8 somewhat hoped to slow down the use of them. To this date
9 that subject is still with us. Anyone must‘speak,out on
10 alcohol or drugs on what he has learned. ~"Now is the time to
11 .speak. AT T ’
13 K. Brown: Truman [1naud1ble] are you golng down the 11ne°
14 : :
15 TC: Okay, I'm sorry, we will do that first. Genevieve and I
16 wanted to report what we did when we had that workshop and we
17 wanted to talk little bit about what we learned. I
18 especially want to talk about that garbage that we had lease
19 (?) on. o
20 , . - _ :
21 TC: Village Coordinators are supposed to give a report here.
22 I unintentionally skipped them. Our coordinator here at ‘
23 Ambler is Kate Brown and Genevieve Norris of Shungnak.
24 ' _ : .
25 K. Brown: A few weeks ago we were taught that our brain ..
26 During childhood our brain is clean and as we grow up and we
27 are hurt such as sexual abused--it stays there. Even if you
28 are at 3 years old and sexually abused that is when your
29 brain growing stops because you are hurting and cannot relate
30 your hurt to anyone else. It bothers you--no one to hash it
31 out with. So all the garbage in our head we collect is
32 there--when we are hurt, thinking bad about someone. 1It's as’
33 picking up trash and putting it in a bag
34 '
35 Since I began work and attended these workshops I have ‘been
36 working with myself personally from the days I was a child.
37 I remember so many things that I have done including becoming
38 an alcoholic--I started drinking when I was 11 or 12 and
39 still drank even when I got married and began raising kids.
40 The most part I thought about was how much I worried my
41 mother when I was doing that. She prayed for me and I didn't
42 understand why she was doing that. I'm sure that all of us.
43 have done that. If we should take all that out and clean it
44 up then our brain cells would be cleaned and function
45 properly. The lady was sexually abused at six by a male and
46 she went through so much that she is willing to help anyone-
47 who have been abused. She understands. As going through with
48 these workshops I have learned to deal with problems within
49 myself. You think about yourself before thinking of saying
50 things of others. You should try to attend the workshops to
51 learn. We all need help--we each have been mentally abused by
52 our family or someone. I know I was being mentally abused
53 when we were pastors by my own family and I kept those with
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1  me. It bothers me a great deal. We should all thlnk before
.2 we say anything about anybody.
3 .
4 Genevieve Norris: Our teacher taught us from books--her
5 personal experience. (She was showing graphs of age group.)
6 vNewborn to early age=-the hurt--anyone been hurt at that age?
7 That is when you are. mentally sick not phy51ca11y even if we
8 are cheery. When we are hurt--it goes directly, goes to our
9 brain and these things we should each about them if you don't
10 it will stay there uncleaned. If we ‘do not teach our ‘kids now
11 the goods now and show them--hurt them they won't be any good
12 to be teachers of wisdom when they reach 50. . 75 years old -
can be teachers. We learned that we must teach our children
14 well, love them, protect them. For example when a car tire is
15 not pumped up correctly you will have a bumpy ride which is
16 the same when your emotional state is unbalanced it will
17 throb like a tire with a hole--thump, thump, thump. So if we
18 are hurt emotionally, spiritually--it will roll unbalanced
19 just like the tire. So if you are in need and lack being
20 cleansed--you will be a tire running unbalanced. I concur
21 with the report that Kate gave. We must get rid of the
22 trash, garbage--which is hurting inside you and that is the
23 only thing that will help, that is what counseling is all
24 about. Go to someone to talk--even if it means crying it
25 out. Our teacher says that when she first went to talk, she
26 cried for a long period of time, about her emotlonal hurts
27 You must come for help yourself.
28
29 KB. It really does help you. When you are hurting you are
30 very burdened, previous years that I went to workshops I did -
31 not understand-—but these last few it has become clear to
32 me....By next month--Genevieve and I will be at a meeting in
33 Anchorage and we will need your prayers...[inaudible]
35 TC: Do you have any questions for our coordinators? Our :
36 coordinators are our helpers in whatever we may need help in.
37 They are ready to'help any organlzatlons I personally like
38 to include them in our meeting. Thank you for g1v1ng you
39 reports.. _
40 ' _ ; '
41 I had reached the subject of alcohol but if I should be
42 skipping anyone--please remind me because I have so much in
43 mind here that I do not do it intentionally. :
44 ‘ g : : '
45 What alcohol has done is what we have just heard and we see
46 what ‘alcohol is doing to our children and if we keep silent,
47 it will fully control them and our work will be in vain. But
48 if we talk about it, how it comes into the dry villages.
49 There would probably be some way we can curb the problem
50 while we have helpers here present. I would appreciate
51 anyone to speak now. Yes--go ahead. '
52
€
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Elder: From Barrow. . The problem is everywhere. There are a

1

2 lot of villages but alcohol is the main source of troubles.

3 Alcohol I wish to be stopped even if there are lot of

4 v111ages--not very differernt but: Eskimos who understand--it

5 is no different. We wish it to be stopped--what is it?

6 ALCOHOL. We know our weaknesses within in ourselves--we
7 cannot do it without God but with his help and prayers. I

8 heard this when I went to church [inaudible]. He refers to a
9 preacher who reaches out for help and he told his wife that

.10 he anchors firmly to God. We are troubled--all the villagers

11 (inaudible]. The bootleggers are free from worried. They do
12 not know how they are hurting others. My wife and I worry

13  too. o ‘ oo S
14 , , . S
15 Elder, Women Barrow: She is‘reaching 60 years old. I thank
16 the coordinators who reach out to promote health, I always
17 . wish to thank them when I'm at Barrow meetings too. .

18 . ' v . .

19 Unidentified Person: I walked in where everything was in
20 shambles--broken TV. I cried because it told me a story. I
21 realized that I protected him from being corrected and it was
22 my fault. I did not correct him when raising him. I had
23 been strictly corrected when I was being raised but I did not
24 .do that to my son myself and I realized that. I did not ’
25 holler, or scold him, because I was at fault here. I started
26 to intermittently talk to my son from then on when it dawned
27 on me I had to do it. Also, I found out that while talking
28 to him--it would still take a while until he reaches the age
29 of 30 to understand from what I have heard before because
30 that's how it is. As you travel along growing up thinking
31 every person is alike and you at that age you can start to
32 look back and read it like a book on what you have done and
33 how you were raised. These young parents today will know--no
34 matter how well you can hide what we have done--they will :
35 learn. That's the saddest part. Today we are doing our best
36 to hide the things we are doing, trying to outsmart others or
37 change our stories but even if we do not see that ourselves--
38 our children will see and find us out. That is also the sad
39 part of our lives in the near future. 1It's as we see those
40 that have passed on before us and we miss them. We the
41 elders today read their lifestyles and know what they have
42 done. We find out whether that person has lived a good life,
43 how he has lived--we will also be found out in the same
44  manner. It is so drastically sad and I realize that as I get
45 older and it bothers me a great deal for the children for
46 that. If we had corrected the children with togetherness——
47 the property outside the home as we see today would not be in
48 shambles. The garbage that is within us--what we have done
49 is in the past--that is how I thought about it when I saw it.
50 The coordinators are talking about what is very true. Unless
51 what you have done or been abused has been corrected--home
52 living seems so far fetched. That is to even talking to our
53 grandchildren to correct them would be far fetched. I am -
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‘thankful for the coordinators' report and I wanted to expound

1
2 on my personal understanding. It 'is so very sad to have the
3 children today grow up and they will realize too and read our
4 1lives as if it was in a book--it is very sad. A woman I have
5 heard talk--not only once but saying while her daughter, .age
6 5, was listening--she always start gossiping about her female
7 neighbor on how bad she is. When the 5 year old gets older--
8 she understands what her mom was saying. She realizes that
-9 and begins disliking that woman too because her mom talks i
10 about her as such. The 5 year old becomes a young woman
11 disliking hating that woman yet but she comes to realize and
12 understand that there was nothing wrong with that woman. She
13 began watching that woman her mom devoured in gossip and
14 = getting to know her as reading a book. Why did my mother
15 - talk about this woman in that manner? One day the daughter -
16 'went to apologize to that woman, saying that I believed my
17 mother when she talked on how bad you were when I realize how
i8 wrong she was I came to ask your fcrgiveness. There is '
19 nothing wrong with you. The lady is telling the truth--a
20 ' person always comes to their senses to realize and
21 understand. We will be read too in the same manner. We have
22  to correct and stralghten that garbage out ourselves to our
23 . families and friends. It is so true, the correction story
24 has been seen and experienced. We have to support the people
25 - who are working for the good--they are doing their best--also
26 we must speak out to support and back them up. They have a
27 good report of which is true. That is all I have, thank you.
28 - . : ' o : :
29 TC: Anyone else have anything else to say? -
30. : _ . -
31 When that lady gave her story--she included what went on in
32 this area too without know1ng it. We knew and understood that
33 this was so in this region because it happened out there too.
34 We are like so. We are getting better. . But if we do not help
35 ourselves and meet to talk about it and_be‘scared--our
36 - children will grow up worse. It is very mournful--what Tommy
37 and the coordinators reported. Also when the coordinators
38 were going to a meeting in Nome--Upper Kobuk elders were
39 - unable to participate because we had no fare monies. I am
40 thankful you reported on it.
41 .
42 Does anyone have,anything to say? Whenever'anyone decide to .
43 talk about anything--you must speak. We are now moving.to . .
44 . ' ‘ : C
46 Upper Kobuk Camp. Our camp which we had set up previously
47 but Levi called me to say that we cannot claim it until we go
48 through the BIA red tape. But after the BIA red tape--we
49 will be able to own it--he said. - :
50 '
51 But the children must have a camp this summer. - Maybe we
52° won't be able to get it until summer. How do you think on
53 that?
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Elder: [inaudible]

1

2.

3 TC: Our camp--lrlgltchunik--lt was Robert Cleveland'

4 allotment but his children gave it to us, but we must go

5 through BIA red tape and so we will probably be unable to use
-6 it this summer. I don't really know what, how we are going
7 to go about getting 1t. How have the elders heard 1t at
8 Shungnak? , _

9 o - S L
10 Fred W: BIA? That land is on probate rightynow and Walter -
11 Sampson said that it would take quite a while for BIA to act
12 on it because within the next winter or next spring so don't
13 plan on using that one right now. You should be looking at
14 another site right now. Because of a lot of legal paperwork
15 right now to get it out of BIA.

16 ‘ r

17 TC: We won't be able to claim it right away until after all

18 the'paperwork is done, maybe after one year, maybe by next

19 spring we may be able to have it--that will be one year but

20 we will claim it yet, but BIA's red tape makes it slow. Thank

21 you Fred. : : '

22 S )

23 Fred W.: One other thing on that--Walter said that if you

24 were to select a site that was on village land either

25 Shungnak, Kobuk, or Ambler land--he would be glad to help you

26 out working out an agreement that everyone would need to 51gn

27 so village selected land--Nana could help you with an -

28 agreement but on the allotment--Levi Cleveland talked about

29 last time--its through the BIA that would take a long.

30 T B :

31 TC: Please speak up [to the elders]. The first camp we

32 selected up by Shungnak was on village land of Shungnak.

33 :

34 Neal Sheldon: Niuyallaqg? Shungnak land.

35 . . ‘

36 TC: Yes, Niuyallaq, it reached that far.

37 :

38 TD: [inaudible]

39 , A

40 K. Brown: If they want the camp this summer.

41 : ' ' ‘ : o

42 Fred W.: Yeah--for this summer you need another site.

43

44 TD: Aheh.

45 o . r _

46 TC: The land to be used only this summer must be selected.

47 _ E
Fred W.: The one that Levi talked about could be permanent -

49 but it would take a long time to get through to BIA and you

50 won't get it in time for this summer's camp, so for the

51 summer's camp you have to find another temporary place.

53 TD: [inaudible]
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Fred W.: If the camp is on a village that's selected--if they

1
2 want it for permanent--they'll have to make an arrangement.
3 | ; | IR . :
4 _N. Sheldon: [inaudible)
6 TC: I myself really don't know. e _ -
7 . : — . :
8 ~ N. Sheldon: [inaudible] = _d o
9 ‘ -
10  TC: I do not know at all, we did not ask questlons. R
11
12 NS: We had made plans to ‘use that thls summer.-?
.13 .
14 TC: Yes.-
15 R
16 TD: [inaudible]
17 . _ _ _ S
18 Female elder: Akisakpauraq [place name above Kobuk].
20 TD: Akisakpaurag--yeah.
21 _
22 NS: [inaudible] .. I talked about them then. But have to talk
23 to the people of Kobuk. _
24
25 'TC‘ Because it belongs to the Kobuk people._
26 _
27 TD: We must ask themn.
28 : |
29 TC: There are no members from Kobuk present at this time. We
30 cannot be sure., They are tough, although they are few.
31
32 NS: But when we had that meeting recently at Kobuk they
33 -part1c1pated {inaudible].
34
35 Elder:,Aklsakpauraqmlk [at that land].
37 NS: Yes--Akisakpauraq to be used only this summer.
38 '
39 TC: Yes, it was selected.
40 ‘ S '
41 NS: Yes.
42 o . =
43 TC: So I want it to be discussed.
44 : ' ' |
45 TD: It have a playground--the overflow does not reach its
46 sandbar. We know that. _ - :
47 . : -
48 = TC: We do not know if we would be able to use it this summer.
49 c v ,
50 ' :
51 NS: It also has a selnlng area there for those who do some
52 fishing.
53
Upper Kobuk - . Page 10




A

1
2 I won't be participating again.
3
4 TD: Akisagpauraqg. We had planned to be there but even if we
5 don't have--it will probably be okay. .
6
.7 NG: Maybe that would be good. Since you have already
8 planned--it w1ll probably be good. ,
9
10 NS: Yes.
11 _ -
12 NG: Since Kobuk part1c1pated 1n the earller plannlng..
13 o - o
14 NS: Yes, they part1c1pated.
15
16 NG: [Not understandable]
17
18 NS: [garbled]
19 _ _
20 Woman elder: No one owns Akisagpaurag.
21 _ _ D
22 NS: I don't think no one owns it, that sandbar.
23 : o
24 Woman elder: That sandbar.
25 . : o ’ , :
26 NS: I'm asking to check to see if anyone owned it.
27 : :
28 TD: Yes.
29 ‘ , . '
30 NS: But the land across from it is owned.
31 :
32 Woman elder: Yes.
33 .
34 NS: All of it..
35 :
36 = Woman elder: Okay.
37 . ,
38 TD: So no one owns it alright. How are you all thinking. It
39 was selected--I thought--[inaudible]. '
41 TC: It's better to ask these people and make them talk. That
42 is why I ask them even if I know about the land up there. I
43 was thinking we were being impartial. Now is the time to
44 talk about what you are thinking about. Now is the time to
45 decide when we are hav1ng a meetlng : :
46
47 Woman elders. [inaudible]
48
49 TD: [Inaudible]
50
51 TC: Let's take 5.
52
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TC: At the Kobuk meeting we had selected Akiasqggauaqg but for

1
2 this summer and when we had a meeting at Shungnak we had
3 asked our leader about this,land-—irikitchut [small eyes] but
4 we are unable ‘to have it right away. There is a reason why we
5 - can't have it but we will be able to have it within a year
6 and if we select now and Walter would help us either from
- 7  Ambler or Shungnak selected lands. If you do not choose to
8 ~ take Akiragpausaq which we first chose. That is what Fred .
9 explained to us earlier--Walter was willing to help us again
<10 if we selected from either of the latter two:villages_that; 3
11 are wanted only if it's not an allotment. If Akisagpauraq is
12 alright with you--it will also be okay. That is why I do not
13 say yes to anyone right away because before I hear all
14  first--I do not want to settle the. selection. But after
15 checking with everyone first it is better.:. I don't want to
16 hear "they selected that land agaln" afterwards. Does anyone
17 have any words to say regarding the camp for the children ‘
18 thls summer‘>
19 : ‘
20 Woman elder: Where was the camp to be.
21 o . ’ ' C .
22 TC: Its above the village of Kobuk. It's a little ways from
23 Akuliaq [place name]--a sandbar they are talking about.
24 | | o .
25 Woman elder: [inaudible--I think she was asking when the camp
26 would be]. ' : S
27
28 TC° I thlnk soon--as soon as the ice goes. out and ready to
29 travel--we will be going. :
30 -
31 Woman:'[lnaudlble]...for 4 weeks.
32 _
33 TC: I think for 4 weeks--I don't know.
32 | | e _
35 NS: [inaudible) ..but when the fish start running.
36 _ e a : :
37 Woman elder: When the fishes are running again?
39 NS: Yes.
40
41 Woman elder: Okay [not understandable]
42 - o
43 NS: [Not understandable] : o C o !
44 | " |
45 TC: Yes, but we must set up the camp. - ’ : i
46 :
47 G. Norris: People always fish there and also try to work to
48 earn money.
49 o o o
50 Clara lee: Yeah—-people do try to make money during the
51 summer but can always try to obtain it.
52 _ E : ' :
.53 TD:
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1 Clara Lee: What?
3 TD: We were also only beginning last summer.
4
5 Clara: We were only trying to claim that land last summer.
6 Thinking that it would be ea51er the follow1ng summer.
7
8 NG: Not understandable.
9 ) .
10 Clara: That's when it came
11 ' ;
12 Woman: That's when it came'only
13 ‘
14 [everyone talking together--brainstorming)
15 : ,
16 GN: 5§ little tents.
17 : ' o
18 Clara: But whoever is taking the children--a man must
19 accompany them--the young men are hard to handle when there
20 is no man around. ,
21 NS: Yes--last summer there were no men. - I wanted to be up
22 there very much--I had very bad hand problems. ‘But the women
23 should be followed by a man. :
24 . ,
25 _ TD/NS: [Talking over each other]
26 ' . .
27 GN: [inaudible] That is not very big the length--it had a
28 hole on the side and we set up the stove pipe through there.
29 It had narrow and no space. [inaudible]
30 ' ' _
31 Clara: [inaudible] The place had nothing.
32 o L .
33 TD: When they are being taught--they should have the students
34 do the work themselves--they must understand they ... :
35 } '
36 Clara: ~ some who really don't know how
37 to work. : ,
38 ‘
39 TD: ...setting up camp ...
40
41 TCc: I would have tried to get it and it was under Shungnak'
42 select lands--what we were unable to control.
43 . :
44 Clara: Which one?
45 ' _
46 TC: "Niyaliaqg" [place name]
47 .
48 Clara: OK.
49 ,
50 TC: That spruce tree--I misunderstood it. When I returned
51 they told me that--I really didn't understand it. Had hauled
52 wood there--gathered some tent poles but we're unable to have
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1  it. We wouldn't have to work so hard—-purcha51ng wouldn't be

2 needed. - _

3 ' v : o

4 GN: We need to find something right away--just forvthe

5 summer--we don't have to find permanent ‘thing. ({inaudible]. .

7 Elders. [inaudible]

8 ) ' ‘ _
9 'Clara: If we want to set up something here between Ambler and
10 Shungnak--that would be good. .

11

12 Elders: [bralnstorming]

13 : _ :

14 NS: They have to learn to seine.

15 ' : L C ' -

16 Clara: Across there on the belly of the sandbar--it is very
17 deep. _ .

18 o o : '

19 NS: Let them seine--get fish racks. [1naud1b1e]

20 - :

21 TC: ' will get there flrst agaln

22 o : -

23 NS: [inaudible] ' and finally
24 reach back there. There are leallaq--everythlng is close by
25 also across from there ‘is Tunnutaq—-that slough is also used
26 for having a glllnet there

27

28 NS: [1naud1ble]

29 » ' o

30 TC: Yes.

31 ' : , ' S

32 TD: When they began setting up Sivunniiguik they set it up by

teaching others and how to survive. [inaudible] ... to

34 whomever, that was how they started. When they planned that
35 I myself didn't know. We knew what has been appointed--when
36 selection was made through the land and that selection was on
37 the Shungnak lands and since it was already planned as such
38 to be untouched--I nunuq’mwself to say how are the Ambler

39 people governing the land when it is not on their selected

40 land. The Shungnak people must speak first.' So you must

41 understand where you place it..

42 o

43 M. Cleveland: Because they have never had a meeting to plan
44 it--it started from among the village open-faced and was
45  started and that's why it is being talked about like that. It
46 vhas never been planned at a meetlng like thls.

47 :

48 K. Brown I thlnk it was the IRA that ...

49 :

50 LS purposely did not speak up
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MC: ‘ when they heard that

1

2 they wouldn't be able to get the land--they believed them.

3  That's what I think. They did not have meeting like this one

4 and plan. When they had a meeting here and gave that place

5 name and planned it but here from the village .overpowered

6 them. They got sidetracked from their original plan which

7 wasn't good. But if you have a meeting like this and have a

8 sincere yes from everyone and even if anyone tries to

9 overpower us, we won't fall apart--we will stand firm with

10 what was planned. But that's what happens when the foundation.
11 is unstable and when having a meeting like this who planned
12 it and when someone startles them with a different plan.

13 That usually is the one that goes through w1th them that

14 startle easily. , :

15 . :

16 TD: Those that change their plan without first understanding.
17 ' ' = :
18 ‘ , .

19 MC: Yes--the ones that change without making sure.’

20 ~ ‘ ' '
21 TD: Those are the ones who makes the waves with us.

22 . - ) : C g .
23 MC: And we always tend to believe them or trust their moves.
24 But right now the people at this meeting should decide--we

25 still can use it. When we set up a plan at a meeting like

26 this which was to be used but when .we get overpowered by

27 someone on the side--it goes for nothing. But if you all ple
28 it back up (the original plan) and sincerely say yes among
29 yourselves--it still can be used but even if teat person does
30 that again--we won't use it, it won't be used at all.

31 . ' . B

32 Elder: Yes.

33 ' : ,
34 MC: If he was trustworthy or want to make us believe him--he
35 would be talking now and we all would hear his voice on what
36 he has to say. But if we leave after this meeting and even if
37 he wants to boss us around--it won't be used for nothing but
38 if you yourselves want to use it again now--it won't be |

39 permanently set for the future, it will only be used this

40 summer. Also--whatever they now set up--tent poles or frames,
41 etc.--that campsite is close and when the paperwork is

42 complete they can also move them if they so choose.

43

44 TD: [1naud1ble]
46 MC: And only when the paperwork is completed at that new camp
47 and cannot be used this summer because of the paperwork. But
48 that one which is close which is between our v111ages--1t is
49 now open. <

51 GN: When we wrote to IRA and asked for permission--they

52 turned us down last summer, that was why we decided against
53 that land, and here it was on Shungnak selected land.
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TC: You want to try that one and when that person who

1
2 . selected from Shungnak says yes'to us and then take it.
3 ' .
4 Clara Lee° Just use it for the summer is not what they are
5 saylng but to set it up.
6 ' :
7 TC: Yeah.
8
‘9 - FD: We are just renew1ng it..
i0 s s - ‘ ».,=a
11 . KB. If it is no one's allotment that camp——]ust put it to
12 Shungnak and it doesn't matter whether the others around 1t
13 are wr1t1ng, 1gnore them--lt is not in their land. -
14 »
15 NS: Yes--1t doesn't belong to them.
16
17 [elders in unlson agree]
18 ’
19 TC: They cannot run a land that does not belong to then.
- 20 _ .
21 .NS: No they won't.
22 : ' _
23 TC: They will not run a land that does not belong to them at
25 :
26  KB: If 1t is all right Wlth us-—just put it under Sungnak and
27 ‘get 1t done. .
28 R ,
29 - TD: That can be so--what was planned ahead by Shungnak will
30 have to be used and when asklng for guidance to someone will
31 it be that way.
32 : . ' '
33 NS: Even 1f Shungnak selected that land--when these lands
34 were being set up--it was made understandable that we help
35 each other--the Ambler and Shungnak people know that all the
36 lands belong to thelr chlldren. . , i
37 '
38 TC:.[1naud1ble]
39 , _ : ‘ _
40 NS: Its not saying--it is Shungnak's select land. It was set
41 up that we help each other when we selected the lands.
42 . :
43 MC. We can't say it's up to Shungnak people. There are a lot
44 of . Shungnak people here. :
46  NS: Yes. This land is that a11 of us must survive and 11ve
47 on it. : : v
48 '
49 MC: But if you now 51ncere1y agree-—there is nothlng wrong
50 w1th that. : _
51 _ T
52 NS: If you decide that now.
53 .
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1 NG: Okay, let's say yes to that.
2 . -
3 TD: If we agree to it now--I don't think it can be changed.
4 .
5 CL: We can't keep moving to different. camps. every sumnmer.
6 .
7 TD: Yeah.
8
-9 CL: That would be hard to take there.
10 ’ '
11 {the women bralnstormlng about mov1ng the camp about too much
12 and laughing]
13 L
14 cc: We have no other boss--the elders here are the head
15 people.
16 , | |
17 TC: If you make a motion and second it--it would be good.
18 Make a motion. 1Is there a motion?
19
20 [women--even motion in Eskimo]
21
22 TC: The person can first say "I make a motlon" and someone to
23 say "second" and then it would be up for approval. :
24
25 FD: I make a motion.
26 '
27 TC: Who seconds it?
28 '
29 CL: I second it, I'm from Ambler.
31 TC: Florence made the motion and Clara seconded the motion.
32 Now we must approve it by all raising our hands. Unanimous
33 approval to the motion. We select the first that we
34 selected.
35
36 KB: What's the name of that place?
37 _
38 GN: Niyaliaqg.
39
40 [now explaining among themselves where it is]
41 ’
42 TC: You don't know what the title would be--the Kotzebue
43 people always call it Upper Kobuk Villages Camp. And if we
44 call it that, the title for it would be set.
45 : _ _
46
47 CL: What's the name?
48
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' TD: Let's begin settlng a name now and the. name will be'ready

1l
2 by the time camp is set. In Eskimo it is called n
-3 Slvunlgv1km1k--1n Ifiupiat. If we try to set the name now--we
- 4 will miss the real name for it--someone will think of a name
5 so each person think on it just so we have ~decided on a camp
6 - now is good enough. : : ‘
7
8 . NS: Then name 1t later.
2 -
10 = TD: Yeah.
12 TC:‘It was left'up to us to-give: it a name that time--us
13 = Regional Elders--the people of Kotzebue. They just selected.
14 We can do that too. Now the camp up there is ready. The wood
15 has been hauled, radio:pole is there, tent poles, we brought
16 up approx1mately 4, 5, loads wvere brought up there.
17
18 TD: Now where are the ‘tents gonna be put away after use or
19 will they be left standing up there? If the tents are going
20 to be used during the summer--I think 1t's not good idea to
21 leave them ‘up during the w1nter.
22
23 ‘TC: Yeah.
24 o ' _
25 TD: What is the decision on that?
26
27 TC: It has not been. planned yet We haven't even begun to
28 'dlscuss that issue yet.
29 = _
30 NS: It is close from this end all right.
32 NG: Yeah, it is close from Ambler.
33 o .
34 NS: Yeah--lts close from thls end. 'If you want to store them
.35 here after every use.
36 ; :
37 TC: After at flrst storlng them at this end--there w111 be a
38 storage place for them--at a later date.
39 ’
40 NS: Yeah--there will be a storage set up for them.
41 - o : :
42 NC: It is not good to have camp in between--with property set
43 there. - My grandson and I missed a brand new gas lamp, camp
44 stove, and gasoline. Also from outside my cabin down here--he
45 took up 2x4 lumber and plyboards to build a cabin and came
46 - back to town. When he returned they were all gone. So he
47 returned here, took another set of 2x4 lumber and plyboard up
48 = and built the cabin right away. If he didn't do that nailing
49 they would be missing again too. A camp must have sturdy
50 property such as cache to. surv1ve vandals or from being
51 stolen. :
52 } ’ o : .
53 [elder woman: . something about a padlock]
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1 __: A padlock is nothing.
> _ o
3 [(Elder woman, inaudible]
4
5 TC: Stealing is so any where else--it has become easy target.
6 : _ : : ,
7 NS:
8
9 TC: We can bring them down here after use. Real houses will
10 be built some day/time. :
11
12 [bralnstorm]
13 '
14 TD: And if you get then here, ‘where will you store them’_ ‘
15 Place them somewhere back there. : '
16
17 Elder: No. I'm sure there will be space for them. I'm sure
18 there will be and not leave them out.
19
20 TC: We have space for them.
21 -
22 [brainstorm again]
23
24 (Tape 3, side 1)
25 ' : : ’
26 KB: Does that place camp "Niyalliag"
27 _
28 TC: The issue that we have discussed, we will meet again,
29 maybe before we part, meet one more time probably.
30
31 KB: Is that place Ninyaliagqg or across from Niyaliaq.
32 ,
33 TC: Across Niyaliaq.
34 ; _ .
35 TC: Okay, we are done with that now. Next on the agenda I
36 have hot spring. ‘
37
38 GN: Before we go on, we need to bring this up, what we are
39 going to teach.
40
41 TC: Okay.
42
43 GN: At the next meeting at Ambler, we will dlscuss the cost
44 of the camp.
45 :
46 GN: I have one suggestion. I want the ladies to start
47 thlnklng about it, and start doing something about it at
48 sewing class. To teach our girls how to gilak [make nets]
49 both for gill net and seine nets. That is our project before
50 we go to camp because we gonna need those. I wanted to start
51 that when we have our mother's club at Shungnak. We need to
52 look for twine to gilak and when that is done, we will make
53 floats that's for men. See we could start right now. Those
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1 were on my mind and wanted to begin_them early and they will
-2 be projects to teach the YOungsters. We always have the '
3 young girls participate at our sewing class at Shungnak.
4. Start to show them how and when we go to camp we w111
5 probably need to hang, put floats and s1nkers.3.
6
7 Woman elders: [1naud1b1e]
- 8 ‘ . .
9 NS: ..have them make.sinkers ' Ll
11 TC:,Yes, ‘the older chlldren then. -
12 "
13 NS: Yes, show them how.
Clara; The net. must be included-in teaching‘them._. ;-.
16 . ‘ :
17 NS: The dlfferent sorts of nets whlch are not weapons must
18 really be used in teaching, show1ng the - chlldren.
19 -
20 CL: Yes.
21
22 NS: Weapons can come later and w111 learn as they llve. Also
23 = homemade hook parts. :
24 - : ,
25 CL: Let them make homemade hooks.
26 : : _ .
27 NS: Yes, homemade hooks for grayling.
28 - -
29 Elder: Woodstove can be made by young men. We will not be
30 living with stove o0il stoves forever and we may have to
31 resort back to woodstove.
32 , _ ‘ L
33 TD: Then maybe they will start with the nets, huh? I think
34 we are being ask what can be used for starters.
35 R . _ ' .
36 CL: Yeah, because several subjects won't be taken by each
37 child and if we start interchanging every day, each ch11d
38 won't stay but for few hours a day.
39
40 TC: There has to be a man this time if they are camping, even
41 if he can verbally convey with the children.
42 :
43 GN: For four weeks at the most we can ‘have 15 at a time.
44 . : ' 7 S
45 KB: For 5 days.
46 .
47 GN: Yes--
48 v ‘
49 Elder: [inaudible)
50
51 GN: What? I think we had 13.
52 o ‘
53 Elder: Okay.
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1 GN: And even when it really comes down to that, 15 is almost
2 too much. After I tried it last summer worklng--lt's hard.

3  But---we guessed it. _

4 .

5 TD: When at first starting it would be good with nets--we

6 cannot teach all at once. There will be lots .to do. If there
7 are men at the camp this summer, help the children make

8 ' floats and sinkers.

9 ' .

10 [(brainstorming] -

11 .

12 MC: The way of living of people is different in each area. I
13 personally watched an Indian make a gill net--her iragug (a
14 measuring tool when tying gill nets] is her hands and still
15 her gill net is all the same--also the mesh size is same.

16 There is no stick even to measure anything--it's all done _
17 with hands. He never used no tool like us to measure 'cause
18 he is not holding nothing but twine. You can see them when
19 you visit them--when they are making things. If you want a
20 bigger mesh you can enlarge the length of the tying of the
21 knot on mesh size. 1It's the way they learned how to gilak.
22 _ . ! .
23 TC: What else would you like to use to teach the children, or
24 is that the only item at this time to start with because we
25 can only mention that and something else w1ll come up to work
26 on.
27 ‘ |
28 CC: They won't get everything done with nets only in one
29 summer, their sizes vary. v
30 . |
31 TC: I think we have 4 weeks or so.
32
33 HC: Will they be there at the camp this summer?
34 .
35 TC: Yes, they will be there this summer.
36 .
37 HC: Even if they don't get to own permanently, they still can
38 be there?
39 '
40 TC: We can even claim it permanently. They want to own it
41 permanently.
42
43 HC: Oh, okay.
44
45 [laughter])
46
47 CC: It has to be and that's good.
48
49 TC: All that is here to meet and also not change our mlnds,
50 we will claim it. .
51 _ .
52 HC: Yes. (jokingly). But even, but if someone says, "no,
53 no" to us we will quit again.
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1 [laughter]
2 \ A S
3 MC: That is what I'm talking about. If someone from the side
. 4 - starts talking, they will say "yes" ‘and follow him again.
5 . , S ' ' ’
6 TD: That is very true.
-7
8 MC:. I know that is 50.
10 TD: We should make sure to the land planner._
11
12  MC: Yeah, make it clear and prec1se here and write 1t down
13 and claim to get 1t that 1t w1ll ‘be so. :
14 '.|
15 TD: Yes, make 1t clear and prec1se. Make everyone that is
16 here sign a paper.
17 - ‘ , .
18 MC: We already signed and they will see our signatures then.
19 ' _ S g o
20 Elder: They already signed.
21 R -
22 TD: Okay.
23
24 MC: That paper will say that thls many people decided on 1t.
25
26 [all people speaklng-—bralnstormlng]
27
28 MC: [speaking louder and clearer than the rest] The papers we
29 sign earlier should still be good alright.
30
31 KB: These?
32.
33 MC: Yes.
34 3
35 KB: [inaudible]
36 : . :
37 TD: But to say "we select that camp, "Niyaliag."
38
39 HC: But those papers we signed before. This person was not
40 with us then [laughing]).
41 .
42 MC: That is good. But they listen and that is good.
43 ' : : '
44 KB: If you gonna do that, sign another paper.
46 HC: But they are beginning to reside up this way.
47 ‘ ' -
48 : ‘ ' . .
49 MC: That's good, when a person can speak Eskimo, you always
50 "talk to them, no matter what they are because they understand
51 and when he can understand, he can say "you are wrong" no
52 @ matter who they are.
53 :
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TD: Yes, earlier we signed up for this meeting and when the

1
2 land was discussed and all those who signed are known to
3 settle the matter, because it got settled at this meeting.
4 ' _
5 MC: These what we discuss and said are transcribed as is and
6 we can hear them again ourselves and that will be good.
7 - S
8 = TD: What you settled at this meeting and everyone signs.
‘9 . : . .
10 Elder: Did you draft that ...
11
12 KB: He write letters.
13
14 Elder: Just like that ...
15 :
16 F. Wemark: I did.
17
18 Elder: You did.
19
20 KB: To go along that letter.
21 '
22 FW: You want to read the letter.
23
24 TC: Here is the letter written by Fred Wemark to us.
25
26 MJ: [read the letter to the elders] 1Is it okay?
27 ) ‘ :
28 TC: Yes, it's good.
29
30 MJ: Send it to Walter Sampson?
31 _
32 TC: Yes.
33
34 TC: You understand the letter?
35
36 HC: Truman, what we bring back are at Bornite. What's left
37 of the dishes, and cooking utensils, someone took some, who.
38 got there before us. We took some down but back in Bornite
39 there are still some left. v
40 :
41 TC: So when they really get set to camp, you will take the
42 responsibility to have them down.
43
44 HC: Yes, I will bring them down to boat landing.
45 ' . '
46 TC: Yes.
47
48 HC: But I won't be able to do that alone, I won't do it, it's
49 pretty hard. :
50
51 TC: Okay.
52 '
53 TD: It's a sled load.
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1 TC: Yes, you will have help.-
-2
-3 HC; Yes, I w111 do it with help only
4
5 TC: Yes.
6 , _ _
7 TD' When the time comes to be used and they are short--lt
8 won't be good all right. :
9 .
‘Elder: (inaudible]
11 _ _ N
12  HC: You broke down again that time?
13 . o R L . ) . T
14 TC: Yes. S LR S : ’. o
15 _ ) _ , . — :
16 TC: Okay, wh11e the signatures are being taken, I will read
17 what I had written in English and translate in Eskimo.
18
19 Real problem facing Alaska-Natives looks to me not enough
20 what we gathering about, very serious problem depend to
21 alcoholism in Native Alaska, loss of self-esteem, the high
22 suicide rate amongst young people and lingering despair tend
- 23 to be laid at the doorstep of Native leaders who pursue and
24 maintain lifestyle, cultural relationship issue that will not
25 .go away unless we are responsible to do the work and only one
26 thing "unity." The choice will be made by each of us, through
27 the leaders we choose the public policy, we support and we
28 support Native style and support your leaders, support
29 elders.
30 .
31 [Eskimo to English as_he translated to Eskimo]
32 - : : :
33 We see it, even if it all can't be seen--we always gather to
34 meet, to settle our problems within us and that is alcohol
35 and the Natives lose or loss of self-esteem, which they used
36 to lose self-esteem. Their deaths is thick here in Alaska
37 today of our youngsters, but not to lose hope but have hope
38 in our minds. Because it always became like it's right to
39 the door or to those who try to lead. We have unity and if
40 we follow what we decide also work on the traditional _ :
41 lifestyle or Eskimo lifestyle working together. However, we
42 say it, the fault becomes ours, being responsible and we have
43 to solve the problem but also in unity--becoming unified.
- 44 What we have done one by one, chose our leaders in our
45 village and we must support/help them also. Our lifestyle
46 cannot survive without our help. Help our leaders, help our
47 elders. ' e
48 » : _ , N | o
49 These were my thoughts and I wrote them down and wanted to
50 read them when there was time. If we do not do so, our work
51 is in vain. We must have unity in order to work together.
52 . T
53 Are they done signing?-
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KB: They are still signing?

TC: Any short stories, we are still on that subject. When we
are surviving these years, we don't often visit each other.
But a person can spot a person or know of that person, when:
he becomes rich or does whatever. Just like Nebuchadnezzar
did a great sin or did wrong--little towns afar heard about
him. That is the same way we hear about a person. Here in
the Nana Region--we three villages are the only ones hav1ng
meetings. _

TD: We will never live to survive like our forefathers, we
understand that. They tough, steadfast, who corrected us and -
they always wanted a chief, who does not sway, and that made
it tough to be chief. Because if the chief sways too much in
deciding, it weakens them. That is why being a leader is
hard, tough. This had been heard from time and time again.
The people always lose interest when their leader sways his
decision too much because they see him. That is how it is,
even if you try to command or ask the people to do this or
that, they will all become the same. We understand that our
forefathers lived it. What we understand we must pass on and
so our descendants also know and understand that which they
realize anyway. If a person wants to be a leader or becomes !
one, he must deflnltely make that stand and not sway in front 1
of the people he is leading.

Elder: [can't speak loud enough]

TC: I think that got done upper Kobuk camp, anyone else have
anything to say.

CL: When I attend elders meeting, my husband and I always
leave here alone from here. How many years did we meet in

" Kotzebue? When they began discussing to settle this part

about teaching something and to have meetings, each village
they highlighted "correcting," arts/crafts" were supposed to
go together as they first started. That was how they started
then. We can't even have meetings within each village
separately--I don't know about Shungnak and Kobuk.

TC: We always meet all night but always less than a handful--
2, 3, 4, even if we announce. We are weak and that is why we
are few. We have swayed from the agenda. When you don't
follow the agenda, we waste time when you are having a
meeting. Unless anyone have anything to say on Upper Kobuk
camp, but I guess it's completed now.

Next will be hot spring. I put it there because we thought

we were done with it but there at meeting suggested that one
more rule be set. Because the rule not being there and when
they began using it, it gets uncomfortable. They met up with
Athabascans who were bootlegging and there was no rule there
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to prevent it. Thls'complalnt'was'glven by an'ﬁpper Kobuk -

1
12 elder. We had set that rule at the hot sprlng.»'Read the
3 rules. . ,
3 , _
5 < MI: Please follow these rules for use of Selaw1k Hotsprlngs -
6 Cabln.. L
7 : .
8 1. Please leave a clean cabln for the next users. Sweep
9 : the floors ‘and wash the dishes.. . : ' E
10 Y S
11 2. ‘Flrewood is 1mportant for surv1va1 Please leave a
12 . supply of firewood for the next user. You may cut dead
.13 and downed timber anywhere on the public refuge land ,
.14 ‘and live timber up to 6" in dlameter at least '1/2 mile
15 ~ from the cabln. R S S
17 3. = Help keep the area clean. Haul your nonburnable trash
18 - back with you to your village dump. Burn your trash so
19 no one else doesn't have to do it. : :
20 o _
21 4. - The pots, pans, and dishes are here for your
22° ' ~convenience. Please leave them for the next user.
23 -
24 5. The smell of trash may attract bears from a long
25 ' distance. To avoid damage to the cabins from the
26 bears, keep the cabln and surroundlng area free of
27 -..-trash or food. ,
28 L . : RN :
29 6. Please help keep the bears out of the cabin. Before
30 leaving, cover the windows and secure the doors but do
31 , not lock them. :
32 . .
33 7. Garbage or wash water around the water holes will
34 ~_-contaminate the drinking water and attract animals.
35 " Please help keep the drinking water holes clean.
36 . . ’ . : o ) . ’
37 8. Soap will soak around the ground and pollute water and
38 : . kill fishes in the stream and their eggs in the gravel.
39 Wash clothes and dishes away from the stream. Refrain
40 . from using soap. If you have to use soap, use it only
41 downstream of the bath house and water hole and only in
42 small amounts. Wash clothes only in the wash basin
43 ~downstream from bath house and water hole and throw
44 wash water away from the stream.-
45 ‘ '
46 9. . Dog teams pollute also. So please take dog teanms down
47 . more than 150 feet away from the cabin.
48 . o
49 10. Use the outhouse. If you flll 1t up, help d1g a new
50 - hole, at least 150 feet from the cabins and springs and
51 help move the outhouse to it.
52 '
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11. Be careful with fires in the woodstove. Put your fires

1
2 out before you leave.
3 _ : .
4 12. Gasoline or explosives and oil in the stream will kill
5 fish and their eggs. Refill gas containers out51de of
6 the cabins and away from the stream. ,
7
8 Thank you for helping keep the sprlngs a pleasant place.
9 £
10 Upper Kobuk Elders Council '
11 City of Huslia and Selawik .
12 . o
13 TC: These are hanging at the cabin now. Still when I went
14 there, there was a timber wider than 6", pretty big. They.
15 didn't follow these rules. I also heard that a dog musher
16 went to wash dogs in the back side or maybe he went to water
17 them. If we ourselves are doing that, too, and what we claim
18 across there for free have boss who handles it. If the rules
19 are not followed and they will check it agaln when all have
20 left.
22 TC: If we ignore this, it will weaken us. So it's better
23 when we bring this to their attention or add on to the rules
24 what is right would be good.
25 . .
26 NS: When I myself stay there at the springs, I always ask
27 them to refrain from cutting timber too close or when they
28 want to do other things. But the hardest to correct is a
29 white man who goes there and his name is Olaf Allison. I
30 tried to remind him to correct him. Because we ourselves
31 don't bother the hottest section of the springs. Because
32 someday many people will come from all different directions--
33 and rules set up will be good. It won't be right or will not
34 be right when they are not followed.
35 ‘
36 GN: Fish and Wildlife, or Refuge will find out if you are
37 breaking the rules and when they check it and see these
38 things they have the power to close it down.
39 '
40 NS: That is what we were told that they would close it, the
41 Refuge. Last year or the year before we clean it for a long
42 time and long ways and we meant to mention it even to
43 Kotzebue people and they came after we left, they do check it
44 and they have rules to follow, too.
45
46 TC: When I think about it, I think it would be good to write
47 these rules and let them be known?
48 _ , :
49 NS: They need to be known because everyone uses the springs.
50 . _ ,
51 TC: Yes, they use it.
52
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NS: Even Maniilagq, Nanafshould maybe +.. would be good and

1
2 maybe get Noorvik area to support you;..[inaudible],.
3
4 TC: I want alcohol to be included in the rules.
5
6 NS: Yes...[inaudlble]
-7 . o .
8 TC: Yeah, but we can wrlte to them, too. @ o ;
9 . o IR -
10 NS: Yeah. S : T e e
- 11 ' ' , : L o
12 TC: To them as Selawik'wildlife Refuge.
13 _
14 NS: Or also wrlte to the Indlans, too.1~
15 e
16 TC: Yes, wrlte to the Indlans, too..

17 '
18 TD: Ask the wildlife people questlons, and when you think
19 about it today, that hot springs who use it first? If you
20 keep listening to the Wildlife people, they will really get

21 1nto power and we w111 lose it. .
22 ‘
23 NG: There s a contract about it already.
24 , :
25 TD: That is so, but you can get Eskimos to a551st you too.
26 '
27 NG: We discussed and decided that at Shungnak.
28 :
29  TD: Eskimos used it before ‘the white man and that is the law.
30 | | _ .

31 ’ _ o - _ :
32 NG: It has already been settled at Shungnak.
34 TD: That is so, but check it out for yourselves. -
35 ‘ _
36 NG: It's already settled.
37
38 TD: Yes, but that land was first used by Natives.
39
40. TC: We obtalned perm1551on for the Refuge personnel and it's
41 the land of the Feds. .
42 '
43 MC: We can claim another hot sprlngs but they are too far 1n
44 distance. _
45 o .

46 TD: Yes, they are far in distance. :
47 . ' ’ _ ) o e :
48 MC: There are many on the other side.
49 . . -
50 Ns: This spring has been used from our ancestors on.
51
52 TC: But if we don't pursue the use of it, the natlonal
53 w11d11fe will take over.
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1 NS: I always mention that to»whomever cones.
2 ‘ , 