Crash Data

PEDESTRIANS

Pedestrians are the second largest category of motor vehicle deaths, after occupants, and account
for about 13 percent of motor vehicle deaths. The problem is worst among the elderly.

Pedestrian deaths are principally an urban problem. Many pedestrians are killed at crosswalks,
sidewalks, median strips, and traffic islands. Physical separations like overpasses, underpasses,
and barriers can reduce the problem. Warning signs and pavement markings at intersections also
can be effective. And because there's a higher ratio of pedestrian deaths to injuries where speed
limits are higher, lowering the limits could reduce pedestrian deaths.

Vehicle factors count, too, because the most serious injuries often result from pedestrians being
thrown onto the hoods, windshields, or tops of vehicles. Serious injuries to people's head, pelvis,
and legs are common, and their severity could be mitigated by improving vehicle designs and
materials.

The following facts are based on analysis of data from the U.S. Department of Transportation's
Fatality Analysis Reporting System:

o 5,307 pedestrians died in 1997, down 2 percent from 1996. Since 1975, 13 to 17 percent of
motor vehicle deaths have been pedestrians.

o Pedestrian deaths per 100,000 people decreased 43 percent between 1975 and 1997 (from
3.5 to 2.0 per 100,000).

o Pedestrian deaths per 100,000 people 0-9 years old decreased 74 percent between 1975 and
1997. Children this age used to have the second highest pedestrian death rate but now have
the lowest.

o Fifty-three percent of pedestrians age 16 and older killed in nighttime motor vehicle crashes
in 1997 had blood alcohol concentrations at or above 0.10 percent. Thirty-nine percent had
no alcohol in their blood.

o Seventeen percent of pedestrian deaths occur in hit-and-run crashes.

o Sixty-eight percent of all pedestrian deaths in 1997 were males.

o People age 65 and older have about twice as many pedestrian deaths per 100,000 people as
younger groups, even though the rate among elderly people has been declining since at least

1950.

o At age 80 and older, the 1997 pedestrian death rate among men was more than 3 times as
high as at age 74 and younger.

WHERE THEY DIED

o Sixty-eight percent of pedestrian deaths in 1997 occurred in urban areas. However, the ratio
of deaths to injuries is higher in rural areas because of higher impact speeds on rural roads.

o Thirty-three percent of pedestrian deaths among people age 65 and older in 1997 occurred at
intersections. This compares with 12 percent of pedestrian deaths among children age 4 and
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WHEN THEY DIED

o Fatal pedestrian-motor vehicle collisions occur most often between 6 and 9 pm.

o Pedestrian deaths are more likely to occur on Friday and Saturday than on other days.
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b=

110 years  B20-3dvyears

10-19 years B35-Edyears

el *ES wears
A=
=

2 =

1975 77 78 51 & &5 &7 & 91 893 8% oy

Calendar Year
a3 5 B _ B _ B _ B _ B B __B | a2 __ 5 5 B B |
Distrbution of Pedestian
Pedestian Deaths Deamths by Tirne of Day, 19397
=1 Fernale Taal Penent
1975 5,195 2,219 7516 Mdnight- am 10
3 ames an 5
19765 S5.120 2,307 TA27 S am9 am q
1977 5 301 s400  TRm & amrMoon s
Toon-2 prin =
1978 5,494 2 2a5 7795 % preS prn 12
1972 g,701 2,31 008 & prrea pn &5
9 prie Midnight 21
1920 5,612 2,454 00
1931 5,459 2.2 =
1922 144 2,185 7oA a2 __ 5 5 B B |
Distribution of Pedestian
1983 4,775 2,050 EA26
e Deaths by Day of Wesk, 1997
198 5,015 2,005 TS
Penent
1325 4,671 2,15 |=F=n Sunday 12
1985 4,771 2,004 G779 konday 12
Tuesday 13
19&7 4,777 1,967 5,745 Wednesday 15
1983 4,756 2,11 EAT0 Thursday 13
19249 4,594 1,939 52565 Fiday 1
! ! # Saurday 1a
1330 4,495 1,925 54422
1991 jeR=1= 1,215 Er=ul|
194z 3 2ET 1,674 5 540 5 1 _ 0 _ B _ B |
Pement of Pedestians
1993 3,925 1711 5 Fuda 16 Yemis
wit Blood Aloohol
1234 2ET 1728 5423 Concentations 20,10 Pement
1a0s 2,855 1728 5 5o Eilled In Mighttinne Crshes
1996 3,758 1,852 Sa412 Percent
1920 F1=]
19497 3,615 1,659 5207 1931 &0
hote: Total indudes gender unknowns 1532 51
1983 =]
193 52
1925 54
1985 AN




Persent Distibut on of
highttire Pedestian Deaths by Age
and Blood Alcchal Concentraton, 1997

il 0.01-003 =010

1624 pears 25 7 a7

=35 ypears 42 & 2

Blood Alcohiol Concentration:

©1999, The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
Last modified: Sept-98

15&7
1932
1524
1940
1431

1992
19493
1994
15493
1995
1447

54
SE
1=l
S5&
56
s7
1=l

53
53
51




