
  

Bicycle Crash Data 

Only 2 percent of motor vehicle-related deaths are bicyclists. Among a majority of those 
killed, the most serious injuries are head injuries. Because of this, it's important for 
bicyclists to wear helmets. No state has a bicycle helmet law applying to all riders. Local 
ordinances in a few states do require some or all bicyclists to wear helmets, and 15 
states have helmet laws applying to young bicyclists. Helmets are important for riders of 
all ages, especially because older bicyclists represent two-thirds of bicycle deaths.

Responsibility for serious collisions between bicycles and motor vehicles corresponds to 
rider age. (Responsibility refers to crash initiation, not necessarily legal culpability.) 
Young riders most often are responsible for their crashes, and then probable 
responsibility decreases with age. Older riders more often aren't responsible for their 
crashes.

The following facts are based on analysis of data from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation's Fatality Analysis Reporting System: 

¡ 808 bicyclists were killed in crashes with motor vehicles in 1997. This is 6 percent 
more than in 1996 but down 19 percent since 1975.

¡ Bicycle deaths are most likely to occur in summer. The peak time is 6-9 pm, 
followed by 3-6 pm.

¡ Ninety-seven percent of bicyclists killed in 1997 reportedly weren't wearing 
helmets.

AGE AND GENDER 

¡ Thirty-one percent of bicycle deaths in 1997 were riders younger than 16. 

¡ Bicycle deaths per million people rise rapidly beginning at about 5 years old and 
are highest among 11- and 14-year-old bicyclists. Death rates also are high 
among 12-13 year-olds and 16 year-olds. 

¡ About 7 times as many bicycle deaths are males compared with females. At 
every age older than 3 years, more male than female bicyclists are killed. Deaths 
per million people are higher among males than females at all ages older than 3 
years.

¡ Deaths of older bicyclists are an increasing problem. Sixty-nine percent of 1997 
bicycle deaths were riders 16 years and older. This compares with 32 percent of 
bicycle deaths in 1975. 

WHERE THEY DIED 

¡ Four states (California, Florida, New York, and Texas) accounted for 42 percent 
of bicycle deaths in 1997.

¡ More bicyclists were killed in urban areas than in rural areas (62 percent 
compared with 35 percent) in 1997.

¡ Thirty-four percent of bicycle deaths in 1997 occurred at intersections. 



ROAD TYPES 

¡ Fifty-eight percent of bicycle deaths in 1997 occurred on major roads, and 34 
percent occurred on local roads. 

¡ Fifty percent of bicycle deaths among children younger than 13 and 27 percent of 
adult bicycle deaths occur on minor roads. Adult bicyclists are more likely than 
children to be killed on major roads (64 percent compared with 45 percent). 
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