COPY

PERSONAL

Mras. Franklin D. Roosevelt
202 56th Street Weat
Rev York 19, Hev York

- Doar Vre. Rooscvelt:

Tuank you for your letter of December 18, 1958. I anm
.discppointed that you now scen to accept the view that aimply
because & rumor or allegation is repeated it becomes “commonly
acccpted as & fact.” It is perticularly inexplicable to me
izpsmuch as, as I indicateé in my last letter, my father bas
not spent any money around the country, and has no "paid represen-
tailives” for this purpose in coy state of the union -- nor has
zy father ever made the siaieiacnt you attributed to him -- and I
ar, certain no evidence to the contrary has ever been prescnted
10 Yyou.

) Iamm,asyoummtbe,thatthemamagood:nqy
people vho fabrivste rumors and engage in slander about any person
in pudblic life. But I have made it a point never to accept or
repeat such slatements unless I have some concrete evidence of
their truth.

Since ny letter 1o you, I assume you have requested your
informants to furnish you with more than their gossip and specula-
tion. If they have been unable to produce .concrete evidence wo
support their charges or proof of the existence of at lcast one
"paid representative” in one state of the union, I am confident
you vill, afier your investigation, correct the record in a fair
and gracious manner. This would be & greatly appreciated gesture
on your part and it would bc consistent with your reputation for
fairncsos.

Sincerely yours,

John F. Kennedy
JFKi1gls

bee: Mr. Philip L. Graham
Washington Post and Times Herald
1515 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.
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