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TRADE REMEDY COMPLIANCE STAFF:
PRO-ACTIVELY ADDRESSING UNFAIR TRADE PROBLEMS

TRCS Activities

Washington, D.C.
•For key countries, monitor
data on imports into the United
States, as well as foreign
government policies and
economic/business trends that
may contribute to unfair trade
problems.

•Monitor other countries’
development and use of their
AD, CVD and other trade
remedy statutes.

•Provide information related to
the enforcement of U.S.
AD/CVD laws to foreign and
domestic parties.

Overseas
•Support Washington-based
case analysts in matters directly
related to the administration of
U.S. AD/CVD laws.

•Collect, assess, and confirm
information about certain
foreign market conditions, trade
practices, and governmental
policies that would facilitate
administration of U.S. unfair
trade laws or U.S. monitoring
of unfair trade commitments.

•Report on developments in use
of foreign unfair trade laws,
particularly as they affect U.S.
interests.

•Actively assist countries to
meet WTO obligations, through
discussion and technical
assistance.

For further information Trade Remedy Compliance Staff 
please contact: Tel: 202-482-3415 Email: trcs@ita.doc.gov

Fax: 202-482-6190 Web: http://www.trade.gov/ia/trcs

THE TRADE REMEDY COMPLIANCE STAFF

In recent years, Congress has called for more pro-active steps to address unfair

practices hindering U.S. trade.  To this end, it has provided both resources and a

mandate for increased monitoring of other countries’ trade policies and practices,

as well as the strengthening of U.S. trade law enforcement.  Import Administration

(IA) has taken up that charge, in part through the creation of the Trade Remedy

Compliance Staff (TRCS).  The TRCS is a team of trade analysts working in

tandem with new IA officers stationed overseas in such locations as China and

Korea.  Their mission is to support administration of the U.S. unfair trade laws,

including by monitoring foreign policies and trade trends in order to better detect

and address developing unfair trade problems.

THE TRCS ROLE AND SERVICE

IA’s central role remains the enforcement of the U.S. antidumping (AD) and

countervailing duty (CVD) laws.  However, IA has built upon its law enforcement

duties by instituting a variety of import monitoring and subsidies enforcement

activities designed to help American industry deal more effectively with a broader

range of unfair trade problems.  The TRCS is the latest extension of this

commitment to provide assistance to U.S. businesses which feel that their trade

problems may stem from unfair practices or the improper application of foreign

unfair trade laws.  Focused initially on our major trading partners in east Asia, the

TRCS has in place an ongoing monitoring program which tracks import trends as

well as certain government policies, business conditions and company practices in

the countries concerned .  The goal is to help p inpoint and analyze problematic

policies and trade trends so that governments have an opportunity to avert unfair

trade frictions and prevent harm to U.S. interests.  The placement of IA officers

overseas gives the TRCS better access to various sources of information with which

to more effectively identify and understand these potential unfair trade problems, as

well as the ability to immediately address such problems, through discussion with

government counterparts and technical assistance.

TRCS INITIATIVES UNDER WAY

For its key focus countries, TRCS personnel in Washington and abroad  continually

develop key information sources and databases to study imports into the United

States and evaluate the status and evolution of foreign government policies and

market developments that might contribute to unfair trade.  On a wider front, TRCS

keeps watch on all our trading partners’ AD and CVD activity to identify potential

difficulties for U.S. exporters and/or conflicts with WTO  obligations or basic

precepts of transparency and due process.  One example of the TRCS’s

contributions thus far is its monitoring of China’s WTO-related subsidies and

unfair trade law obligations as part of the U.S. Government’s broader efforts to

verify Chinese compliance with W TO accession commitments.


