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Conclusion

The creation of an Internal Imgrovement Fund by the
State of Florida in 1855 marked the beginning of the re-
ﬁlamation of the Evergledes, The early efforts of the Board
of Trustees of thzt Fund to encourage reclamstion through
grants cf 1land to railroads; land cecmpanies, eand other
elleged devélopers involved the arze in a coxfusion of land
ownership and land interests which was not conducive to
suitable drainage and land use. Cut of this situztion came
the establishment of a Board of Drainage Commissioners eand
direct attempts to construct facilities with funds from the
sale of lands. The fallure cf the Draindge Board to achieve
any rez2l orogzress was followe§ by the creation of the Bver-
glades Draiﬁage District with the authority to raise funds
for reclam&tion by levying a drainage tax on the over-
flowed lands,

The history of the e=arly operations in the Everglades
clearly shows distinct phases with regard to reclam=tion
and public reaction in such qusstions as the feasibility
of drainage, the worth of the lands for agricultural‘use,
and the sufficiency and permanence of those early opera-
tiﬁns. To answer these questions the several boards of
Trustee-Commissioners hired several groups of engineeré-to,ﬁ
examinz the problems of‘reclamation and to report on the
practicebility and the feasibility, and to recommend con-

tinuance of the project.

All of the engineerins examiners.sponSOred by officials
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T the State of Flnrids racomrended the reclemation o° the
"vergl des a5 physicelly practicable. Little attempt was
rade, however, by these exaziners to report on the vital
need for intelligent water man2germent as sn absoclute necessity

to conserve the organic soils, o~ the importance of progressive

(l)

unit developzent, or on ca>zpreheasive rlans which mould kave
coordinated the physiczl needs of reclairmed portions with
those of the unreclzized portions.

The persistence of &raipage operations on the part of

(

the State since 1900, together with the ectivities of the
sub-drainzge districts exd the control of Lake Okeechobee
throush feder°1 participation has rasu 1ted in the c”esent

agricultural use and commerzial @ veloomenu of the land in

the Zverglades, As has been seen, however, the absence of

definite plans and central authority to controllwater hagﬁge-

ment is resulting in a serious state of affairs, Contemﬁééary

agricultural-and economic enterprises are exacting a téfrific

toll at the expense of the neturel rescurces of thg.Ever-

gledes, TUrtil these conditions are'recognized énd works

undertaken to conserve these resources these 1rretrievable

losses will continue, .
The alteration of the physical characteristics‘or é )

regicn almost invariably results in the creafion of new b |

problems reldting to the utilization Qr,conservatiég of_'

that area. The drainage of §eat and puck lands has almbst

always resulted in too low a water table and conéequent
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over-drainage which, in turn, causes excessive soll oxl-
dation and subsidence. The over-drainage which hasjoépprred
in the Everglades of Florida is similar to that which has
taken’place on such reclamation projects in othef organiq_;
soll areas. Records of organic soil reclamation in other
sections of the United States and in other countries of the
world show that depcsits of these solls as deep as those R
found in the Everglades havs entirely disappeared under
agricultural development.

The’permanence of the =z0ils and the life of the azri-
cultural and commercial enterprises in the Everglades are
chailenged, the lnvestment in improvements and drainage
facilities is threatened, and the unreclaimed areas and
east coast metropolitan water supplies are all Jeopﬁrdizeda
by the lack of adequsate water control. The tremendous
value of the Everglades under proper management and water.
control makXes the present system of waste a concern of the
entire nation.

The problems of overvroduction and marzeting of fesg—x
table crops are far from solved. Also unsolved is the prob-
lem of ‘'suitable agriculture or industry that may some day use
the remainder of the area that can be made available for
settlement. The problem of soil conservation is of great
importance from the historical standpoint since, 1f better .
. care 1s not taken of these solls, they can hot endure be-

yond a few decades. Further than this, if better thought
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is rot given to the rresent end future care of those

ssctions thazt are

O]

5ti1l undevslopeé, those soils cer-
tainly will not be available for development at such
Ltirce as they are needea,

In 2ll of this important Questicn of soil end water

conssrvation and the deterzining it is to play in the

Wy
cr

alr

ot

future of the Everglades, there is ons asset available in

this section ‘that is alse

4

ound i

-

> other ploneer agri-
cultural 2rsas, This asset is tha sreat admiration ana

respectl thet the Everglades farmer has for the lana he

is verkins., These feelins ngs srring largely from the pro-

lific fec d .ty of the blzeck soil, ThlS conscious love
of the land, more than enyt vihinz else, will bind cwnefb
anc¢ tenants alike intec a rigzerous observance of Tules,
once & technic=1 leadersﬁip hes bean developed that can
show them wvhet they must do if they would protéct this

fertile eerth ageinst coznzlete destruction,




