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Payrol | enpl oynent rose by 132,000 in Novenber, and
t he unenpl oynent rate was essentially unchanged at 4.5
percent. The Novenber enpl oynent gain followed increases
of 203,000 in Septenber and 79,000 in October (as revised).
Over the nonth, enploynent rose in several service-
provi ding industries. Job |osses continued in construction
and manuf act uri ng.

Enpl oyment in professional and busi ness services
continued to grow in Novenber (43,000). Over the year, the
i ndustry has added 426,000 jobs. G owh has occurred
during this period in a nunber of the conmponent industries,
i ncluding architectural and engi neering services,
managenent consul ting services, and conputer systens

desi gn.



Heal th care enpl oynent rose by 28,000 in Novenber,
bringing the increase over the year to 309,000. 1In
Novenber, job growh continued in hospitals and in
anbul atory health care services, which includes doctors’
of fices.

Wthin the leisure and hospitality sector, enploynent
growt h continued in food services and drinking pl aces,
whi ch added 34, 000 jobs over the nonth and 295, 000 over the
year.

Enpl oynment in retail trade edged up in Novenber, with
gains in health and personal care stores; clothing and
accessory stores; sporting goods, hobby, book, and nusic
stores; and nonstore retailers, which include catal og and
internet retailers. Over the nonth, job |osses continued
in general nerchandi se stores, after seasonal adjustnent.
Enpl oyment in this industry has decreased by 107,000 since
August 2005.

Enpl oyment continued to grow in mning in Novenber.
Since its low point in April 2003, m ning enpl oynent has
risen by 136,000, mainly in support activities.

Construction enploynent fell sharply for the second
month in a row. The Novenber decline (-29,000) was
wi despread across the conponent industries. Since peaking

in February of this year, residential specialty trades



enpl oynent has fallen by 109, 000. Nonresidential specialty
trades added jobs during the first 10 nonths of the year,
but enploynment in the industry edged down in Novenber.

Enpl oyment in manufacturing continued its downward
trend in Novenber (-15,000). The over-the-nonth decline
was concentrated in durabl e goods manufacturing.

Enpl oynment continued to fall in notor vehicles and in two
construction-rel ated i ndustries--wood products and
furniture. 1In Novenber, both the manufacturing workweek
and factory overtime decreased by 0.1 hour to 41.1 and 4.2
hours, respectively.

Average hourly earnings for private production and
nonsupervi sory workers increased 3 cents in Novenber to
$16.94, a gain of 0.2 percent. Over the year, average
hourly earnings rose by 4.1 percent.

Most major indicators fromthe survey of househol ds
showed little or no change in Novenber. The civilian |abor
force increased by 383,000 persons over the nonth, and the
| abor force participation rate was 66.3 percent. The
unenpl oynent rate was 4.5 percent in Novenber, essentially
unchanged from 4.4 percent in Cctober. The unenpl oynent
rate had ranged from4.6 to 4.8 percent in the first 9

nmont hs of the year.



In sunmary, payroll enploynent rose by 132,000 in

Novenber, and the unenpl oynent rate was 4.5 percent.



