
ESTIMATING THE WATER EQUIVALENT OF SNOW

When the water equivalent of snow cannot be accurately measured by melting, weighing, or core 
sampling; the observer shall estimate the water equivalent to the nearest 0.01 inch. Use Figure 11-8, 

New Snowfall to Estimated Meltwater Conversion Table, only as a guide in estimating the water 
equivalency of newly fallen snow.

New Snowfall to Estimated Meltwater Conversion Table
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This figure can only be used in determining amounts of newly fallen snow. It cannot be used for 
determining the water equivalency (933RRR) of "old" snow. Packing and melting/refreezing have 
substantial effects on the density of the snow pack and are not accounted for by this figure.

 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/conversion/mppconversion.html
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