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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  
• On July 15, a USAID/OFDA acting regional advisor traveled to Beijing to attend a workshop on post-earthquake 

reconstruction experiences co-hosted by the U.N. and the Government of China (GOC), and meetings related to rural 
shelter and housing recovery following the earthquake in Sichuan Province.  The workshop brought together 
international experts and GOC officials to discuss the multifaceted issues surrounding recovery, as well as 
sustainable development practices after a major earthquake, in the context of previous earthquake responses. 

• USAID/OFDA is supporting The Asia Foundation (TAF) to promote rural housing reconstruction in earthquake-
affected areas of Sichuan Province, and to raise public awareness of disaster risk reduction.  USAID/OFDA has 
supported TAF programming in China since 2006 to enhance private sector participation in and contribution to 
disaster assistance, as well as to promote multi-sectoral approaches to disaster management. 

 
NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                 SOURCE 
Total Dead 69,222 GOC – August 7, 2008 
Total Injured 374,638 GOC – August 7, 2008 
Total Missing 18,176 GOC – August 7, 2008 
Total Homeless (Estimated) 5 million IFRC1 – July 29, 2008 
Total Displaced (Estimated) 15 million IFRC – July 29, 2008 
Total Affected (Estimated) 46 million U.N. – July 16, 2008 

 
FY 2008 HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR CHINA EARTHQUAKE 
USAID/OFDA Assistance to China.......................................................................................................................$2,672,698   
DOD2 Assistance to China .....................................................................................................................................$2,204,900  
Total USG Humanitarian Assistance to China ....................................................................................................$4,877,598 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
• On May 12, a magnitude 7.9 earthquake struck Wenchuan County in China’s densely populated Sichuan Province, 

killing nearly 70,000 people and injuring nearly 375,000 others, according to official GOC estimates.  As of August 
8, the GOC reported spending approximately $9.4 billion on disaster relief and reconstruction.  

• As of August 6, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) had confirmed more than 950 aftershocks to the May 12 
earthquake, the majority of which were between magnitude 4.0 and 4.9.  On August 5, a 6.0 magnitude aftershock 
killed two people and destroyed more than 2,700 houses in Qingchuan county of Sichuan Province.  

 
Shelter and Reconstruction 
• The earthquake displaced approximately 15 million people according to Sichuan provincial authorities and the IFRC.  

As of August 7, the GOC had relocated approximately 1.5 million earthquake-affected individuals.  To date, the 
GOC has provided nearly 1.6 million tents, approximately 4.9 million blankets, and more than 14 million articles of 
clothing to affected populations.  As of August 6, the GOC reported that relief workers had constructed 612,400 
temporary houses and were in the process of building another 6,700, with 39,500 houses remaining to be built.   

• USAID/OFDA is providing $1.2 million to TAF to promote safe rehabilitation of rural shelters and to improve 
disaster preparedness and mitigation in schools and communities in earthquake-affected areas of Sichuan Province.  
The program, to be implemented with the GOC’s Ministry of Civil Affairs (MOCA), will benefit approximately 1.1 
million individuals in affected areas.   

 
 

                                                           
1 International Federation of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
2 U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
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Disaster Preparedness  
• USAID/OFDA has approved $900,000 to support the second phase of TAF’s Public Private Partnerships for Disaster 

Management in China program.  The program, which USAID/OFDA has funded since October 2006, will be 
extended for an additional two years.  

• The program’s goal is to promote a partnership between the public and private sectors in disaster management, 
preparedness, and mitigation.  Program participants include the Chinese private sector and member organizations of 
the American Chamber of Commerce.  The program has been developed and implemented in close consultation with 
MOCA and all other relevant GOC authorities.  

• Phase one program activities included training, partnership building, and community awareness campaigns.  Phase 
two will strengthen and expand the public-private partnerships built during the first phase.  The second phase of the 
program will engage more Chinese businesses in disaster preparedness and management initiatives and deepen multi-
sectoral collaboration.  The program will expand preparedness activities to additional communities, including 
Chengdu city in earthquake-affected Sichuan Province. 

 
USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
• On May 13, U.S. Ambassador Clark T. Randt, Jr., issued a disaster declaration due to the impact of the earthquake and 

requested disaster assistance from USAID/OFDA.  In response, USAID/OFDA provided an initial $500,000 through 
the U.S. Embassy in Beijing to IFRC.  The IFRC channeled the contribution to the Red Cross Society of China for the 
local procurement and distribution of emergency relief supplies.   

• In response to the GOC’s request for international assistance, USAID/OFDA donated specialized search, rescue, and 
recovery equipment, including 40 crates of saws, hand tools, hydraulic gear, concrete cutters, generators, and personal 
safety equipment.  In addition, USAID/OFDA deployed a nine-person team of experts from Los Angeles (L.A.) 
County Fire Department and Fairfax County, VA, Fire and Rescue Department, as well as USAID/OFDA support 
staff.   

• On May 23 and 24, the USAID/OFDA-funded team conducted a series of hands-on search and rescue workshops for 
approximately 40 members of the Public Security and Fire Brigade of Chengdu and the Seismic Disaster Emergency 
Rescue team of Sichuan Province.  The equipment donation and training were aimed at increasing the capacity of 
GOC earthquake responders as well as facilitating technical cooperation between the two countries during future 
emergencies. 

• In response to the Chinese request for shelter assistance, USAID deployed a shelter expert and a disaster specialist to 
Beijing and Chengdu in early June in order to provide technical assistance and liaise with relevant GOC departments 
and international relief organizations.  In addition, USGS led a U.S. interagency team in Beijing from June 11 to 13 
to assist the China Earthquake Administration with various seismic-related issues, including earthquake monitoring 
and preparedness activities.   

• On May 18, two U.S. Air Force C-17 aircraft arrived in Chengdu with emergency relief supplies, including blankets, 
plastic sheeting, tents, water containers, and food, valued at nearly $1.3 million, including transportation costs.  In 
response to the GOC’s subsequent request for shelter assistance, DOD airlifted 153 medium-sized tents on May 28 to 
Chengdu.  The total value of the shelter commodities, including shipment, was nearly $940,000.   
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USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR CHINA EARTHQUAKE 

 
Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

IFRC Emergency Relief Supplies Affected Areas $500,000 

LA County and 
Fairfax County Fire 
Departments 

Disaster Support, including Transport Affected Areas $796,413 

TAF Shelter, Risk Reduction Affected Areas $1,200,000 

  Administrative Support   $176,285 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $2,672,698 
DOD ASSISTANCE2 

GOC Emergency Relief Supplies Affected Areas $1,266,300 
GOC Procurement and Transport of Tents Affected Areas $938,600 
TOTAL DOD  $2,204,900 

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO CHINA IN FY 2008  $4,877,598 
 1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 8, 2008.  
2 The decrease in DOD funding from previous reporting reflects actual or committed amounts rather than preliminary estimates. 

 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
• The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations. Information on identifying such organizations is available in the “How Can I 
Help” section of www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  China Earthquake, or by calling The Center for International Disaster 
Information (CIDI) at 703-276-1914.    

• USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse space, 
etc.); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

•  More information can be found at:  
 o USAID: www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  Donations  
 o The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or (703) 276- 1914  
 o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

• In addition to USG contributions, the U.S. private sector has actively responded to the earthquake in China.  More 
information can be found at: 

 o U.S. Chamber of Commerce Business Civic Leadership Center:  www.uschamber.com/bclc/default 
o Business Roundtable Partnership for Disaster Response:  www.respondtodisaster.com/mambo/ 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 


