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In 2003, the Bureau of the Census 
(Bureau) changed the day and 
location of the release of its 
Income and Poverty Estimates. 
Some data users believed the 
change was an effort to suppress 
unfavorable news and questioned 
the Bureau’s data dissemination 
practices. GAO was asked to assess 
whether (1) the Bureau adhered to 
its dissemination practices for the 
2003 and later releases, and (2) the 
Bureau and 13 other federal 
statistical agencies follow data 
release practices recommended by 
the National Research Council 
(NRC). GAO reviewed the Bureau’s 
dissemination process for the 2003 
thru 2005 Income and Poverty 
Estimates. 

What GAO Recommends  

The Secretary of Commerce should 
direct the Bureau to fully document 
its dissemination practices for the 
Income and Poverty Estimates. 
GAO also recommends that OMB 
consider (1) how to address gaps 
identified between agencies’ 
dissemination practices and NRC’s 
guidance, and (2) how OMB’s 
proposed guidance should address 
documentation, coverage, and 
other questions noted in this 
report. In its comments on a draft 
of this report, Commerce neither 
agreed nor disagreed with GAO’s 
recommendation but reiterated 
GAO’s finding that the Bureau is 
updating its practices for releasing 
the Income and Poverty Estimates. 
OMB did not have comments. 

  For more information, contact Brenda S. 
Farrell at (202) 512-6806 or farrellb@gao.gov. 

While not all of the Bureau’s data dissemination practices are documented, 
GAO was able to determine through discussions with Bureau officials and 
review of available documentation, that the Bureau adhered to most of its 
long-standing data release practices.  However, the Bureau did depart from 
the traditional day and location for the release of the Income and Poverty 
Estimates report in 2003 and subsequent years.  According to the Bureau, the 
day of the 2003 release was changed because of a delay in producing a 
companion report, and the location was changed from Washington, D.C., to 
Suitland, Maryland, in part, because the Director of the Census Bureau 
stated that he wanted to raise awareness that the construction of its new 
headquarters had just started.  Some of the Bureau’s documented practices, 
such as guidance on who has authority to choose the release date and 
location, lacked specificity.  Also, the Bureau’s documented Income and 
Poverty practices are outdated as they are contained in a 21-year-old memo.  
The Bureau is updating it, to among other things, reflect current technology.  
Bureau Press Conference for Release of Income and Poverty Estimates 

Most of the 14 statistical agencies in GAO’s review generally adhered to 
NRC’s guidance, important for (1) the wide dissemination of data, and  
(2) maintaining a strong position of independence.  Still, there were some 
notable gaps.  For example, 6 of the 14 agencies lacked dissemination 
policies (as recommended by NRC) that promote the regular and frequent 
release of major findings from an agency’s statistical program.  The Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), in concert with other statistical agencies, is 
developing governmentwide guidance on the release and dissemination of 
statistical products that, according to OMB officials, parallels NRC’s and 
other generally accepted release practices.  OMB’s guidance could foster 
more consistent adherence to practices that promote broader dissemination 
of statistical data and enhance its credibility, especially to the extent they 
address gaps GAO found between agencies’ data dissemination practices and 
NRC’s guidance. 

www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-607.
 
To view the full product, including the scope 
and methodology, click on the link above. 

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-607
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-607


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


