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EMPLOYMENT COST INDEX - MARCH 1986

The Employment Cost Index (ECI) increased 1.1 percent in the 3 months ended in
March 1986, the U.S. Department of Iabor's Bureau of Iabor Statistics reported
today. The December 1985-March 1986 increase was below the 1.3 percent gain in
the same period a year ago. For the year ended March 1986, the ECI rose 4.1 per-
cent, down from 4.8 percent for the year ended March 1985. The ECI measures
changes in compensation costs, which include wages, salaries, and employer costs
for employee benefits. '

Wages and salaries alone rose 4.2 percent over the year ended March 1986. The
increase was higher for State and local government workers (5.5 percent) than
for private industry workers (3.9 percent), who make up a great majority of
employees covered by the RCI.

Over-the-year wage arnd salary increases in private industry were higher for
white-collar workers (4.5 percent) than for blue-collar or service workers (both
3.4 percent). Among white-collar workers » PAy gains ranged from 3.9 percent for
professional and technical and clerical workers to 5.4 percent for managers and
administrators. Blue—collar pay increases ranged from 2.8 percent for nonfarm
laborers to 3.7 percent for craft workers. (See table 4.)

************************************************************

This release presents, for the first time, estimates of
campensation cost change for the following cccupational
categories: professional and technical workers, managers
and administrators, clerical workers, craft workers,
operatives, and nonfarm laborers. Also shown for the
first time are measures of compensation cost change for
workers in durable and nondurable manufacturing, con-
struction, and retail trade.

Beginning with the June 1986 news release, ECI estimates
will be based on fixed employment counts from the 1980
Census of Population rather than from the 1970 Census,
as in the past. The updating of BECI weights is de-
scribed in an article, "Introducing new weights for the
* Employment Cost Index," in the June 1985 issue of the

* Monthly ILabor Review.
************************************************************
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March 1985-86 pay increases in private industry also were higher for workers in
service-producing industries (4.5 percent) than for those in goods-producing
industries (3.3 percent). Among goods-producing industries, increases ranged
from 2.4 percent in construction to 3.7 percent in nondurable goods manufacturing.
Pay gains in service-producing industries ranged from 3.3 percent in health ser-
vices to 4.9 percent in wholesale trade.

Pay increases for nonunion workers (4.3 percent) exceeded those of union workers
(3.2 percent) during the March 1985-86 period. This relationship held in goods-—
producing industries (3.6 percent compared with 2.8 percent), as well as in ser-
vice-producing industries (4.7 and 3.9 percent, respectively). (See table 6.)

Since the year ended December 1983, over-the-year pay gains for nonunion workers
have consistently outpaced those of union workers.

The March 1986 ECI level stood at 130.6 for compensation costs, based on June
1981=100. The ECI covers private industry workers (excluding farms and house-
holds) and State and local government workers. It is not seasonally adjusted.

ECI data for June 1986 will be released on Tuesday, July 29, 1986, at 10:00 a.m.
E.D.T.



‘s8[qe} Jo pu? je ss8joujool 333 :JION

‘arqeileae jou ejeq -

] 8°H 6°9 S 1 b 2 8°9¢1 861 1701 SRR uotje.Jzstuiupe olyqnd
L 99 2L L 8’ L 0°¢Hi 0°251 b bel et ccrrAdepuodas pue AJejusuwatl
Fw mm F.N m- o. FQF mcva m.cvw v.mmw u-.-o-.sl-uou-ocoooooomﬁoocum
2'h _ - g 9° _ _ e £ ceeeseieesaaet g8 LAURS LITEOH
€'Y 9°Y L] rA 8’ Gl 8°9¢1 2°6¢l L 1el ** /7 sediAJas udyjro pue syeyidsoy
1°6 6°6 1°9 6" 6 1° 1 5 0b1 1°6S1 g z¢c1 N R e R Y T Y NTYS
uoistatp Auysnpul Aq ‘SJdd.doM
2's b°q 37 51 9° L1 L Hsl L2¢t 1°821} corerertscctttrSARNMOM JRTT0D-BNTY
L's LS 59 [ L’ L'l 0°0Y1} 9°8¢i §°2¢1 cerrrrrter ettt SA9)JOM JETTOD-03 LLUM
: dnou6 TePUOlj}EdNDD0 AQ ‘SJd)jJoM
S'S LS €9 0°1i L rAN 6°8¢1 LA L 1S} *tcrsSu@ddoM jusumuJsAcb Ted0] pue Bje3g
Sy b'hH 2'Y L1 G 0"l 2 01l b° 62t 2°621 T gy m:_u:voganoum>gww
0°¢ b'e S'H 'l 9° S i L°921 £°621 0°g2i trerecesrescec et 8 butonpoudd-spoog
uoilsLALp AJisnpul Aq ‘SJad.JoM
9 ¢ 0°¢ 0°b Ll G* G* 6°0S1 S 621 c: 921 Ceeeceiaeitite et g BNIOM BDLAJDG
{°¢ '€ L€ 0°1 € 11 L6921 b H2l 6°121 certrrerreststtSUdNUOM JETTOD-ONTY
b9 8°'h 6" 2’| 8" sl £ it 8-621 8621 TrecrerererettSUd)OM JETTOD-83 LUM
: ’ dnoub TeUOL3}EdNIDO Aq ‘SJdd|doM
8°'¢ 6°¢ b'H A 9° 2’1 6°821 G L2} 2°92t srestreecet /g suBdJOM AJRSNpul @3eAtdd
m.c @.Q W.Q Q.ﬁ N. F.w m.wMF W.QMF N.WNF .-.....-.-...;-....m—hmou-.-u.um%.:cm—:—hoz
1§ g8°'h 6°S 5°1 b rA 8795t 8°bet 1"0¢gl tecccrece /g UOL}RURSLULUWPE OLTQNd
9°¢ _ - Z2°1 c* _ 7 7 e creeeena it i Uga0 A0S YRTERH
2'g L'b S'g z'1 c* g g 8cl L' /€1 6° 1S R R R ETP M IS
LY 8°H 6°b b1 9° L4 6°2¢1 s igl 6°921 st f BulOnpodd-aotLadeg
'€ ¢°¢ L's €1 b* 91 L L2} 0921 6°¢C1 secerscsecccsecee s shutanyoejnuey
0°'¢ -bh'e 9°hH 't S’ s 1 6921 §°621 2°g21 srescerecceseee o8 Bulonpodd-spoog
UOLSLALP AJdjisnpul Agq ‘sdadJoM
Iy 6°S 2'b 0°1 L g Lrsct 2 151 8121 Ceesseaeseiieie e g B)UOM BDLALDG
€€ €€ 8°¢ 0°1i by | 2°921 6521 22zl sttt S8 dOM J@TT0D-ONTH
9°y 6°'Y €°s 4 L bl Lrggt 9715t € L2l Pererrer i gAdNdOM JETTO0-03 LYM
dnou6 Teuotjednoso Aq ‘saddJdoM
1*b €'Y 8'hH Ll 9°0 P 9:0¢1 2°621 G°621 ......................\M Sd@)Jom ueLiLAal)
9861 5861 G861 9861 5861 G861 9861 G861 G861
youdey * o9 yodaey youJey - sa( youep youJe * oa( youep
pPopuy SU3IUOH Zi Papuyj SYIUOW ¢ satJeg

403 sobuey) Juod.ddd

(001=1861 ounr) soXopuy

/T dnoub Auxsnpui pue uolrjednoado

(pe3snipe Alieuoseas 3O0N)
Aq xepul 3}so) jusuwlordwy ‘| @19€]
NOILYSN3IdWOD



*s8[qe} Jo pua je s8joujooy 295 :3JION

‘a[qefLeAe jou ejeq -

J0} Sebuey) jueosasg

(001=1861 °uUnr) SeXepuj

g 0°G S°S 51 G 01} g8 g¢cl 0°2¢i 0° 21 trttttroctt /G uotjeaysiulupe oyqng

9°'9 5°9 5°9 9° L G° b'651 G°8¢l 8°0¢1 cccctrAdepuodes pue Auejuswery

29 5'9 <9 7 6" 6" 0°8St 0° 251 6°621 R R P T

l°¢ _ _ L c _ 2 - e R Y S P WL TPy oy,

L€ 0° b 8°'hH b°1 G° bt b 2gi 6°0E1 L7221} **/L SedLAues Jayjro pue sTejidsoy

Y- 6°G 6°G 6" g 01 2°9¢1 9°6¢1 b 621 R R R L AT L Py T

uoistALp Adysnpul Aq ‘sJaadJdoM

0°s g2y €'y 21 5 bl 5'0¢1 5°821 2°921 Tttt iSa@)doM Jellod-anig

9°s LS 8°s 0"l L’ 0°1 9°9¢1 £°6¢g!l £°621 TRttt oSA9MJOM JeTT03-83LUM
dnou6 Teuoiiednooo Aq ‘suddjdop

1) 9°s 9°¢g 0°1 8’ 0°i §°s¢l 2'hel b 821 TTC U rsJ@Jdom jusuudencb Tedol pue ajeis

Sy L'h 0°H 6° 9° 11 0°621) 8421 b eei Tttt/ Butonpoud-aoiadgeg

€'t §5°¢ 1°H b1 G €1 2°921 6°221 2:021 Tttt /8 Buionpoud-spoog
,UOLSLALP Auisnpul Aq ‘suaeddoM

bog <z c'¢ Ll 2° L 0°821 9°921 2:cz1 Ceeeeeseeiiit i S 1B)U0OM BDLAJDS

¢ b°¢ G°¢ 6° 2’ 6’ 1°€21 0221 1°611 Tttt iSUSddomM JeTTod-anTg

S'b 6°9 9% o' 8- b1 97621 €821 0°%24 TrRTrrent ettt tSUS)JIOM JRTT00-03 LUM
dnoub Teuoijzednosso Aq ‘sdadJopm

6°¢ 1°y 2 0°1i 9° 21 87921 9°621 022t Tttt /9 sJaddjuom Auysnpul ejentdd

9°H LY rAR 7 6° 9° [ 9°621 b 821 6°¢21 Tttt s sBULAN}ORINURKUON _

5°S 0°s S°'S 5 5° 0°1 8 ¢l 0°¢c! 0°221 trettttet /G uoljeugsiutupe otyqng

be _ - L1 2. - g b I serreeeeeiioc iUga01A098 Y3TEOH

ER- 9% 2'c 21 b 9° 5°9¢ 2 bsl 1°621 O R RERY L E- PPN TN

8% 6°H by 0°1 9° 1°i L°0%} Y621 L°v2l Titortetrirecet/f Bulonpoud-asiadeg

W-m W-n W.W N.F m- m.ﬁ m-mNP ”.WNP Q.FNF ....-.‘.-.-.-.n.-.h-m:ml—:M.Um%::mz

b'¢ 9°¢ I'b bl ' €1 Y921 1°g21 £ o2t Trrerrrrecrenrere /T Bulonpoud-spooy

UoLSLALP Adlsnpul Aq ‘SJadJdoM

0°'b G'¢ 0°'b 6" G* b 2621 9921 2 521 Ceeseeereeeiciitt i g 1B UOM BDLAJSS

b'¢ §°¢ G°¢ 6° Z° 6° be2l £°221 £°61L1 Dttt isJd@ddom Jeroo-anig

85 b'g 6°bH bl 8" b1 2 gl 8°621 2°s2i TreTrrrrtttitttSJd@)doM JeTT00-93 LUM
dnou6 Teuotiednodo Aq ‘suaiJoyM

2'h by by 0'i 9°0 21 € ell 0221 1°¢21i TrTrrrrrro st /Z SJ@J0M URLTLALD

9861 5861 5861 9861 5861 5261 9861 9861 5261

youdep * o8¢ yodaey youdaey * 28( youJey youey < o9 youey

Popuq SYyjuoW 21| popuj syjuoly ¢ Sat.Jeg

(po3}snipe Alfeuoseas j3oN)

dnoub Adysnpuir pue uoijednoso Aq ‘ATuo saiaetes pue sabem 4oy xopujg #woo juswAorduy -z erqej

SAIYVIVS ANV S39VYM



*S91qe} 40 pud }e S930U}004 885

:3 10N

‘ordeyieae jou ejeq -

m.v M.W Q-c Q-P W. P.F N.QNF @.”NF @-@NP -.-...-o-.......-.-.m:m(:.-u.omnw.::m—:coz
m-m - - N.F M- — - - - o.o.-.--..-.-n.-..mw°m>l—wm :H..Hmwz
6°b _ _ S c - - _ _ R R R R -9 F
St _ _ 6° 9°1 _ B _ _ Trrrreesiseiiiiieiiiiglerge TEB

pue ‘@duednsul ‘adueul
c'h - _ b - - _ - - Trereseecciitii iigpeay TLE}OY
Z'h - - 9° L - - - - JiTrrtUUepedy Tieled pue afesaroyy
7€ _ _ ¢ 6" - _ _ - sereeeccechetteiiga LTI OLTqNY
cp - - 0'2 0 - - - - ...................Comu.mu.r_omm:w(_.—.
0°% - - €1 v - - - - S813tT13n o17qnd pue uorjejdodsued)
S'H by YA [ ' 0°1 8°0¢€1 b 621 2°621 Trrrrrtrererrcctc /5 Buionpoud-eoiaaeg
- _ _ €1 _ _ - - - Trrresecsciieiiit L igaTgRUNPUON
- _ _ 21 _ - _ _ _ Trrteeceesiiiieiii e dgaTqRANg
F.m m.m F-m W-F v. W.P N.NN—‘ Q-WN—‘ Q.MN—‘ -.......-.-...o-.-.-om—.—mL:n—..UWL.ncwz
g2 _ _ ¢ 1" _ = Z 2 R T 1T T-T vy
0°¢ LARY S'H bl 9° S°1 L9221 €621 0°¢2i Trrrrrrrsrrreenete /€ Buldnpoud-spoog

UOLSLALP Aujsnpui-Aq ‘sdaddoM
9°¢ 0°¢ 0'b L1 G Iz 6°0S1 S 621 €921 Trrerrsecisceiiiett g 310M 8D AIDS
- _ _ 9+ _ _ _ - _ Trrtesrecessieeiiiig5 340qe] WJELUON
- - - 9° - - - - - Tt rseALjededo jueudinb®d juodsued)
- - - 0° 1 - - - - - *rrrrrejJdodsuedy jdeoxs ‘saaljedaad
- - - €1 - - - - - Tttt TSUBMJIOM pPoJUpUL) pue jjed)
"€ 2°f L'g 0°i € [ 4 L7621 b 521 6°1z1 TTorrtrrrrtorrrccccrsa9djuom aeyyod-anyg
_ - _ < 1 _ _ _ - - Trrterecsceteieiit 5 BYI0M TRDLIBTY
- - - 91 - - - - - Tt rSJojedlsiulupe pue sdabeugy
- - - 1* 1 - - - - - *S.9)JOoM TEDLULYD®) puE TEUOLSS®J0dd
€'h 6°¢ LR Lol §° 0°1 2°2¢1 b o0gl L°92}) Tttt rsaeddom soTes Buipnyoxy
5'H 2 6% 2 8’ sl £ gl 87621 8°'621 TRttt isusddoM JeT100-83 LyM
dnou6 Teuoiiednoso Aq ‘sduedjdoM

L°g §°¢ 2'h 2l b 0°1 1621 9221 G Hel DTttt rSJ@) oM saTes bulpnyoxy
8¢ 6°¢ b'h 1t 9°0 rA ! 6°821 §° 21 2'hel TTrTrrirrrtttt /9 saedjdom Auysnpul sjeatdy
9861 G861 4861 9861 G861 G861 9861 G861 9861
youaey * 23( youdey youdey * o9 youJaep youey * oa( youdey

PSPUZ SU3UOW 2]

PSPU7 SU3UOW §

JoJ SabuPy)y JussJe

(001=1861 ®uUNry SoXopul

soLJag

mjogm.>gﬁm:v:m pue uoijednodo Aq ,J ‘suaddom Adisnput 9jeatud ‘xapur 3s0) jJuswWAoydug

(Pe3snlpe Arreuoseas jopN)

‘¢ °I1qel
NOILVYSN3IdWOD



‘se1qey 3o

pue je s®jouzooj 93¢

:3J10N

‘aTqerieae -jou- ejeq -

N.@ mow Oom O. W. N.F N.NNF W.WNF W.NNF ...-.o.--....o-..nom:ml—:“_um*::ms:oz
c°c - _ z2'1 2 _ - . _ cetreeeiscttiiet i gaD1AUBS UITROY
2'b 9°¢ 9y 9°1 1 c 2°9¢1 L bs i 6°621 R g Y
g°¢ 26 1°¢ 1 6°1 b'G 9°921 5 921 0°221 sesessiciiiiiiiileciipieSe [ROU

pue ‘@oueunsut ‘adsueutd
w”e 6°b 9°¢ G* 6 9- G 221 6° 121 6°911 sesesssciiiiliii i s gpRIy TLR}OY
m.e by LY [ ¢ S L L°621 ¢£°82l L°g21 Tttt 3peJ} STESATOYM
8H L'h 6°¢ 9° 8" 9° g H2i L°%2} 8°811 terTttrrtroped) Tleled pue ayesayoyM
0'b - - G* 0°1 - z = e sesesseeeite el iga L ITLIN DLTGNY
W-m - - —.F Fol - - - - ...--..o......o.-.n‘-Omﬂ.mu-l-omm:ml-—.
8¢ L < L2 6° ¢ 8" €°921 2°421l L 12} S9L3LTL3N diTqnd pue uoirjejuodsued)
L LY 0°H 6° 9° 1°4 0°621} 8221 H°e2l terrrreseescee /G Bulonpoud.adiadag
1°¢ 1°€ 0°'S Z°1 G* 24 1° 921 9°521 9121 seressscsiitetiiiet e s gaTqRUNPUON
G'¢ 9°¢ 2°h b1 9° Sl 8 b2zl b c21 9°021 R Ry YT T
W.m Q.m W..v N.F m. M.F m.me Q.WNP O.FN— ..-.o...-....o....-.mF-mL:u—.UWu—.::mz
VON —.-m O-P mo mo QQF mo”FF maNFF m-m—v --noo.-oo-oo-ouuutoh.o=°myusl—#m=°o
£°¢ §°¢ 1*% [ S b F Al P A S 6°221} 2 02l Trrrerrsresercer et /8 Butonpodd-spoog

Uots1ALP Aulsnpui Aq ‘sJa3dJoM
vOm m.N ntm P'F No —. ol.“NP w.wNF wﬁmNF ..O..OQO......C.OO.OOOMLQV*'-OZ 0°_>L°m
22 pe B¢ 2 0°1 L 0°021 2°611 L1°911 serssssciciciiiiiiig B g0qRT WJRLUON
1°¢ ¢°¢ §°2 2 b b 0°8L! 8 LI S°Hil ** - -saaLjedado jusudinba juaodsuedy
1°¢€ '€ §°¢ e’ b 8’ 9°221 9121 6°8L1 **** - 3jaodsuedy jdeoxa ‘saatjedadg
VAN Y L€ L°E r A 1 21 €°62i 8°¢2i 8°021 frTTettttiSJd)JOoM paJpuLy pue jjed)
bec bc G'¢ .m. 2 6 1°€21 0°221 L°611 Ceesessaisiee i oG 8)U0M JBTT0D-BNTY
6°¢ 1'% [ €1 9° 91 9°621 6°L21 L2l TrTRrtTe ettt TSUDNIOM TROLUDTD
2°c 26 GG 1 - 1°2 2y b 221 271 911 R R ERRRP Y- W S-p
b°g 1°q 6°'Y 91 g ¢4 5°0¢i LR T4 " 8¢l Teccccrrsdojedlsiutupe pue saabeuepy
6°¢ €°¢ G'H 6° P ¢ L'2%1 g lcl L L21 ‘SJ9)JdoM TedLuyda] pue Jeuoissajo.dd
b°H 0°'H S°'hH L 3 G 0°1 b igl b°621 9°621 Tt sgsa@djuomM sotes buipnyoaxy
Qb 6°H 9°'H (1 4 8’ by 9°621 b A & 0°521 Tttt tSUARNJdOM JRTTO0D-9 LUM
dnou6 teuoijednoso Aq ~mL0xLoz

6°¢ 9°¢ 6°¢ [ S 4 ¢ 8- 4 6°62! G221 TTorrter et rSU9)d0M saTes butpnoxg
6°¢ L' 'y 0"l 9°'0 P 8°921 9°G621 0°22!} Crrertrrrerr /9 SA9MUOM AdlSnpul @3eAldd
9861 9861 5861 9261 9861 9861 9861 5861 G861
yoJey *oe(q youdey yoJaey *09( yosJey yodep s oa( youdey

_  PSPUF SUIUOW 21

J0] Sobuely) jueddogd

PSpUZ SUIUSH €

(001=1861 duUnf) Sexspujy

saLueg

pue uoijedndodo Aq /G ‘suaduaom Auisnpui ajeardd ‘ATuo saraefes pue sabem J10) X8pul 3}s0) juswhorduy

(po3}snfpe ATleuoseas jop)

dnodub Auaysnput

‘h o1qe]l
SATYVIVS ANV .SI9VM



‘@jou Adojeuejdxe @0g

‘serqe} Jo pu® }e s330uj}o0) P3¢

*so1Jaes Augsnpui pue ‘uotiednodso

PSPUT SUIUOW 21 ___

PePU SUIUOW &

J10) Sobuely) jueoJog

(001=186] ®uUnr) soxapuj

‘@yeboubbe ayj Joj esoy} o3 arqededwod AT3DLJ}S }OU BJR SBLJIDS BSOY} J04 SOxopul 8yl :JION
eom qom c.v M|F Ql MlF m-mNF moMNF G-FN* lo.l-o.o.on.otl-nlota.t.-ttmNO(—m L@LH.Q
w.m C.Q W.v F.F W- N.F m.mNP P.”N—. N.@NF L R R R 1 - N |~ :Wu.m.HOQOLu.wz

82Z1s eaJde AQq ‘SJdXJOM
2'¢ 6°¢ 8'b g g Sl 2:0¢1 8621 2° 921 R R R R R PP p-vey
2°'s ¢ |38 0°1i ¢’ 0°1l 6°621 9°621 0221 Tttt (Tedjue) yjdoN ATadwdol) jsampi
9°¢ L'y g°¢ z2°1 9° 9°1 1°821 z2121 2621 R R R R PR SRR s
2°c 6 b 2'6 Sl 6 L1 9° 151 6°621 1°621 ceeerene R R -1 1T T
uoibeua Aq ‘saadaoM
S'H LY §°YH 11 9 21 §°621 1821 6°¢21 ettt Tttt rBuganjoegnuentuon
9°'¢ 9% 0°9 LA S’ €2 1821 £°921 9°¢2i TRy TrrctceccrcrtButanjoegnuely
9'% 9°b LY 11 S’ 3. b0l 0°621 L HZl et ©c /5 butonpouad-asiauag
G°'¢ 9% £°G €1 9° £°2 L7921 L'621 221 ettt *rcrt /g buidonpodd-spoog
Z2'h 9°t 6°b Z'1 9° 9°1 0°621 G121 2°¢21 ceees e seceeedtieclodl s yo LunUoN
G'¢ .¢r¢ 2 6° 9° 9° 1°621 9°821 1Al BRI .........m:_.L:..*UWm.::WECOZ
m.N Q.—. F.W N-F @. w. O-NN% m.mNF N-@N—. L ..-.-.oo...-mcm.l:du.nvm%.::mz
6°¢ L€ 1€ bl g’ 6’ 9 1gl 2 ogl L9921 terreer *rt /5 Buionpoud-asiauag
€2 6°1 L' 0°1| G 9 H°921 2°621 9°€21t et retct /€ Butonpoad-spoog
6'2 9°2 G ¢ 0°L S0 10 5821 1- 121 2°b21 e R T T
snje3}s Buituiebueq Aq ‘suadjJdoM
9861 5861 6861 9861 5861 6861 9861 G861 G261
youael * 09( youey youey * 09 yoJaep youdep * o9 youey

s91J4ag

/8 @z1s eaJde pue ‘uotbed ‘snijels Suiuiebueq Aq ‘sa

(pa3ysnipe Arieuoseas 3jop)

2>a0M >L¥m:v:_,0ym>mgm ‘xXapuy 3so) jusumAorduy G o1gqeE]

NOI1VSN3IdWOD



53500 JdAofduwe pue ‘soiJefes ‘sabemM) S3so0d uoljesuadwod [elo3} uL sebueys saunsesw xapul 8yl /i

*pPOPNTOX® BJE SJIJoM ployesnoy pue waedq
S}500 JoAoTdwa pue ‘saidees ‘sebem) s3s00 uotjesuadwod [e}o} ut sabueyd ssunseow xaput 8yl /g
‘ganLAdes yjTeay pue ‘Jerdos ‘Aaruqi] ‘ordwexs doj ‘sepnidul s/

*SJ49XJoM pIoyasnol pue wuael sopnioxy /s
‘sa131AL}0E Adoje[n6ad pue ‘@aljeajsiuruwpe <fetoipnl ‘@atje[siberl jo sisisuo) /

‘sjusumuaaA0B Tesol pue 93e3¢ ulL uoljeJisStuiwpe oiIqnd ‘aiqediydde

°oJ4oUM ‘pue ‘@3jelse TE8J ‘BIJURJNSUL ‘@DUBUL) ‘SPBEJ} ‘SDLILTLIN O1Tqnd ‘uollejuodsuedy sepnidul /%
‘butJnjoejnuew pue ‘uoljlonJisucd ‘buluiw sapnidUl /S

: (5} l)9ueq eslhordue a0y

*SJ43).JdoM judumudancb [edspal pue
‘pIoYyD@SNOYy ‘wJie) SOPNTOX® PUE SJBMJIOM JudwulaAocb [edo] pue 93e3S pue Auaysnput ejeatdd sepnidul /2
* (S} lJ2uaq odAoTdue Joi

¢ b 6°€ s 4 L 11 9°¢21 0°221 9°611 Cheriiesietttateacaaees s cgRadR JOYLQ
L' b'H L 6° 9° 2’1l LA A £°921 y-221 Tttt ioseade :mymanmouwmz
az1s eade Aq ‘SJodJoM
c°¢ g°¢ b'h g- b z2°1 1°821 L 121 0°bZ1 R R V-1 ")
8¢ §°'¢ G°¢ [ € 8’ 2°'921 6°221 9°6L1 Tttt (TBJ3UD] YJFJION ATJduwd0)) 3SOMp ity
1°¢ c b 1°¢ Lot I 11 g° 921 5621 ¢ 221 R R RS S R R PR REE PR ¢ T-YS
0°¢ 1°g g 6 0°1 6 Z2° 621 1-821 0°S21 R P Y-r - YV E T ]
uotbaua Aq ‘sJdddjuoM
G'h 6°b b'y 6" 9° € 1 8121 9°921 €221 ceereerecaceee et BULUN}ORLNUCHUON
8¢ L b c'g bl 9- 11 1°921 b b2 G 121 cesescsecteecnee e iBuLIN}ORINURY
LY 0°S 9°h 6° 9° 21 6°821 L' 121 T serseecccees e /B fulonpodd-aoLAdeg
9°¢ 16 L' PN 9° 8’1 §'H2lL- 0°¢ct 2°02i sesesssceceeseettE GuLONpotd-Spoog
¢ h 95 9 11 9- bl ¢ 7124 6°621 1-221 R e Ty Y
c°¢c L°¢ 2°2 Q- G- 9° 6°921 6°621 e°2Z1 sessssseaaceeees e s BULINEORLNUBSUUON .
2'c 2°¢ 1°¢€ L e g Z2°521 c ezl w021 tererssaecaictcst s s(ByLAN}ORSNURY
6°¢ §°¢ £°2 6° 9 9° 0°621 8421 2°'921 srecsrecereccce /5 Bulonpoud-adtaJdeg
82 6°2 b'¢ 9 b 9° LR T4 L°22) 0°02!} sreesseseeeso st B GULONPOId-SPO0Y
2°¢ 1°¢ 0°¢ 7°0 G0 10 9°c21 "2l 17121 R R P
snje}s Buluiebaeq Aq ‘S48 J10M
9861 G861 5861 9861 5261 6861 9861 5861 G261
yodey * o9 yo.ey Yo Jdep - o9( yodey | youey - 09( yoJey
PPPU3 SUIUOW 21 POPUT _SYIUOW ¢ seiJog
J0J Sobuel) jueddod (001=1861 ounf) Soxopui -

(pe3snlpe Arreuoseds 3oN)

8z1s eade pue ‘uoibad ‘snjiels
Saiurebuaeq Aq /T ‘SdadJdom Aursnpul @1eatuad ‘ATuo soiJdefes pue sabem Joj xapul 3}so) jusuwlordwy -9 eiqey

SATYVIVS ANY SIOVM



9

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Employment Cost Index (ECI) is a quarterly measure of the change in the
price of labor, free fram the influence of employment shifts among occupations
and industries. The ECI wage and salary series is limited to changes in wage and
salary rates, defined as the hourly straight-time wage rate or, for workers not
paid on an hourly basis, earnings divided by the corresponding hours. Straight-
time wage and salary rates are total earnings before payroll deductions, excluding
premium pay for overtime, work on weekends and holidays, and shift differentials.
Production bonuses, incentive earnings, commission payments, and cost-of-living
adjustments are included in straight-time wage and salary rates.

The compensation series includes employer costs for employee benefits as
well as wages and salaries. Benefits covered by the ECI include:

Paid leave - Paid vacations, paid holidays, paid sick leave,
and other paid leave;

Supplemental pay - Premium pay for overtime and work on week-
ends and holidays, shift differentials, and nonproduction
bonuses;

Insurance benefits - Life ,. health, and sickness and accident
insurance;

Retirement and savings benefits - Pension and other retirement
plans and savings and thrift plans;

Legally required benefits - Social security, railrcad retirement
and supplemental retirement, railroad unemployment insurance,
Federal and State unemployment insurance, workers' compensation,
and other legally required benefits such as State temporary
disability insurance; and

Other benefits - Severance pay, supplemental unemployment plans,
and merchandise discounts in department stores.

Excluded from both wages and salaries and employee benefits are such items
as payments-in-kind, free room and board, and tips.

The ECI collects data for both the private and public sectors, which are
published separately and also combined as the total civilian economy. The private
sector includes the total private econamy, excluding farms and households. The

public sector covers State and local governments, but excludes the Federal
government.

Each quarter, straight-time average hourly wage and salary rates and benefit
cost data (cents-per-hour-worked) are collected fram a probability sample of about
13,000 occupations within 2,200 sample establishments in the private sector and
about 3,500 occupations within 700 sample establishments in State and local
governments.
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Occupations were classified according to definitions used in the 1970
Census. Within an establishment, specific job categories are selected to repre-
sent broader occupational definitions. The sample establishments were classified
in industry categories based on the 1972 Standard Industrial Classification (SIC),
as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. Within the private sector
sample, establishments are designated by a 2-digit SIC, while in State and local
governments, industrial categories vary from a more specific 3-digit SIC such as
elementary and secondary schools to a broader major industry division such as -
public administration. Each establishment is also classified by ownership--State
government, local government, or private.

Fixed employment weights from the 1970 Census are used each quarter to
calculate the most aggregate indexes-—civilian, private, and State and local
governments. These fixed weights are also used to derive all of the industry and
occupation series indexes. For the series based on bargaining status, region, or
area size, however, employment data are not available fram the Census. The 1970
employment weights are reallocated within these series each quarter based on the
current sample. The indexes for these series, consequently, are not strictly
comparable to those for the aggregate, industry, and occupation series. A fuller
explanation of the calculation of index numbers appears in an article, “Estimation
procedures for the Employment Cost Index," in the May 1982 issue of the Monthly
Labor Review. The June 1985 issue of the Monthly Iabor Review contains an article
"Introducing new weights for the Employment Cost Index," that describes how 1980
weights will be used in calculating the ECI beginning in June 1986.

Data are collected for the pay period including the 12th day of the survey
months of March, June, September, and December. ECI statistics are neither
annualized nor adjusted for seasonal influences. For example, the 1.0 percent
change in wage and salary rates for "private industry workers" in the 3 months
ended March 1986 (table 4) is the actual percent change in straight-time '
average hourly wage and salary rates fraom the pay period including the 12th day
of December 1985 to the comparable my period in March 1986. ,

More detailed information on the ECI is available in several articles and
publications. These include a chapter in the BIS Handbook of Methods (Bulletin
2134~1), "The Employment Cost Index." Two articles also appeared in the Monthly
Iabor Review: "Employment Cost Index: a measure of change in the 'price of labor’',"
July 1975; and "How benefits will be incorporated into the Employment Cost Index,"
January 1978. Reprints of these articles Plus several other descriptive pieces
and a historical listing of ECI data are available upon request. A historical
listing of ECI data also appears in the May issue of Current Wage Developments.
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