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Northern Residents

Southern Residents



First reported
January 14, 2002 by local 
researcher

Observed following 
Fauntleroy/Vashon Island
ferry route in Puget Sound

Identification- A73
Northern Resident A Pod -

Photo ID
Dialect

Natal origin - A4 pod
Mom A45 (last seen 2000)
Grandmother A24 (alive)



Reports from
NMFS & State biologists
Researchers
Medical team
NGOs
Public

Photo by Michael Kundu

Initial Assessment
Feb - May 2002
Behavior monitoring
Medical  evaluation



Case History

Solitary animal
Dermal disease
Underweight 
Ketotic breath

Limited range
Abnormal behavior
Increased interactions

with humans/vessels



Stewardship 
Program

&

Data 
Collection



STAKEHOLDERSSTAKEHOLDERS

NOAA Fisheries decision to Rescue A73 announced 
May 24, 2002



Community Participation Was Important

Sea World, Inc.
Six Flags Marine World
The Whale Museum
Nichols Brother Boat Builders
Cypress Islands, Inc.
Manson Construction
U.S. Navy
Northwest Cascade
Underwater Sports
Washington State Ferries
Diametrics Medical, Inc.
Ocean Systems, Inc.

Orca Alliance
People for Puget Sound
American Cetacean Society
Friends of the San Juans
Orca Conservancy
Project SeaWolf
Earth Island Institute
Environmental Protection Agency
Delta One International Agency 
Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Woodland Park Zoo



Preparations for Rescue
Rescue team assembled
On the water desensitization sessions

Vessels
Rescuers
Tools (tail rope, stretcher)



Rescue Day

June 13, 2002

Rescue Day

June 13, 2002



A73 engaged 
at the side of 
rescue boat



Capture Video

Click here to view video (WMV, 17.0 MB, 1:12)



Transport & Sampling
Monitor Behavior and Respirations
Collect Blood, Urine, Fecal & Breath Samples
Swab Blowhole 
Collect Measurements

Weight: 
1,240 lbs    

Length:  
11 feet long

Barge time donated by Cypress Island, Inc.



NOAA  Manchester Research Station

Floating net pen
40 ft. X 40 ft. X 12 ft.



Stretcher on loan from Point 
Defiance Zoo and Aquarium

Introduction to floating net pen 
animal care staff in corners





Minimizing human 
interactions

• Shade cloth around net pen

• 50 foot tube for introducing 
live salmon to pen

• Remote video monitoring 

• Medication in live fish



Salmon donated by Cypress Island, Inc.

Feeding 

Live salmon (Atlantic)
Variable schedule

# of fish
Size of fish
Time of day





Beginning June 23, 2002 
50-60 lbs salmon/day

Food intake
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Remote Video Monitoring

1 overhead pan & tilt camera

4 underwater cameras

Cameras on loan from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and Ocean Systems, Inc.



Ethogram developed

Behavior recorded every 
15 minutes - 24/7

A73 Behavior June 15-30
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Enrichment Using Natural & Novel Items

Logs
Live fish
Crabs



Kelp
Ice



Water hose



Some handling 
was required



Orphan Killer Whale A73

On July 13, A73 was picked up from the net
pen in Manchester, Wash., where she had
been tested and treated for the past month.
 She was loaded onto a catamaran donated
by Nichols Bros. Boat Builders and made a
smooth trip up the coast to Johnstone Strait
between the Canadian mainland and
Vancouver Island.  At Dong Chong Bay on
Hanson Island she was unloaded into
another net pen to recover from the trip.
 A73 recovered quickly, and appeared quite
excited to be in the area. On July 14, she
responded excitedly to whales from her pod
swimming in the area near the net pen. 
Officials from the Vancouver Aquarium and
Canada’s Department of Fisheries and
Oceans decided the time was right to release
A73.  The gate of the net pen was raised
about 2:45 p.m. PDT, allowing the whale to
swim free. 

A73 Wrapup Release 

Video monitoring was an
important part of making
sure A73 didn’t become
too attached to people.
The staff collecting
behavioral data around the
clock could watch from a
remote video observation
station and see what she
was doing at the surface
and below the water.
Observations of A73
feeding on the live salmon
put in the pen could be
done from a distance, so
she wouldn’t learn to
associate food with people.
The staff could also watch
her play and interact with
her stick, a log and kelp,
rubbing against them.
Click here to view video

Underwater cameras provided
by Ocean Systems.

Above-water camera provided
by Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution

Corporate Contributors 

Whale Conservation
Organizations 

June 30 Status 

History of A73 

Plans Announced to
Intervene on Behalf of
Orphan Orca  (pdf, 6k) 

June 21 Interim Medical
Report 

Rehab Fund Administered
by The Whale Museum 

Home

Transport Day
July 13, 2002



Weight Gain

~ 150 lbs
after 30 days 

Crane courtesy of Manson Construction
Transport box on loan from Six Flags 
Marine World



Catalina Jet transport vessel donated by Nichols Brothers Boat Builders



Transport

Monitoring
• Respirations (15 

minutes every hour)
• Body position
• Water temperature
• Water quality

• 10 hour trip



Home Waters

Hanson Island
B.C., Canada

Floating net pen 
stocked with 
live salmon (Pacific)



Local community 
and First Nations 
welcome A73 home



Lifted onto barge for short transport to new pen



Active in 
new net 
pen

Overnight
acoustic 
contact 
with
other 
whales



Release
July 14, 2002



Release Video

Click here to view video (WMV, 7.0 MB, 0:33)



Photo by L. Barrett-Lennard

Initial Monitoring by  DFO & Vancouver Aquarium
Suction Cup Tags – VHF, Satellite, TDR
Visual Observations

Long-term
Whale Watch

Network
Orcalab

Last Sighting
October 6, 2002



A73 (Springer) with A13
July 25, 2003

Photo by John Ford
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