
First flight, 120 feet in 12 seconds, 10:35 A.M., December 17. 
Orville at the controls of the machine, lying prone on the lower 
wing with hips in the cradle which operated the wing-warping 
mechanism. Wilbur, running alongside to balance the machine, 
has just released his hold on the forward upright of the right. 
wing. The starting rail, the wing-rest, a coil box, and other items 
needed for flight preparation are visible behind the machine. 

LC-USZ62-61664; LC-W86-35; LC-BECK; 
MCFWP 70; Aerosphere, 1943: CXIX; ANDWF 606; 
ASHWB 48-49; Aviation Quarterly, v. 2, No. 4: 
376-377; BBAKH; DOBOHA 172-173; Cent, v. 76, 
Sept. 1908: 644; DAIHF 1948: b. 104-105; Flight 
Magazine, V. 40, Dec. 1953: 38; GSEFM; HAWBHP 
70; MILWA v. 2: 104-105; Nat Geog Mag, v. 104, 
Dec. 1953: 740; SMIN A26,767-B; TAPHF 24-25; 
USAF 1382 AS.; USAF 19130; World’s Work, v. 20, 
Aug. 1910: 13313; YPHA 33 

Orville piloting, third flight of December 17. 
LC-USZ62-57823; LC-W86-37; MCFWP 72; Avia- 
tion, v. 15, Dec. 17, 1923: 740; Aviation Quarterly, v. 2, 
No. 4: 374; EWBNM 47; HAWBHP 71; HEGOV fac- 
ing 80; SMIN 42, 545-D; USAF 48626 

Distant view of Wright airplane just after landing, photograph 
taken from starting point, with wing-rest in the center of picture 
and starting rail at  right, following fourth and last flight, 
December 17. 

LC-USZ62-65094; LC-W86-38; MCFWP 77; Avia- 
tion Quarterly, v. 2, No. 4: 375; Flying, v. 2, Dec. 
1913: 6 

Close-up view of damaged 1903 machine, rudder frame broken 
in landing, on ground at end of last flight. 

LC-USZ62-65098; LC-W86-23; MCFWP 78; Flying, 

1904, Huffman Prairie, Dayton, Ohio 
Orville and Wilbur with second power machine, wings shown in 
warped position, newly constructed wooden shed for it-
Wrights’ first hangar-nearby, Huffman Prairie, May. 

LC-USZ62-56231; LC-W85-30; MCFWP 79; Aero 
Digest, v. 13, Dec. 1928: 1107; Aerosphere, 1943: 
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Long-range view of machine on launching track, showing hangar 
nearby and hummocky ground of former swamp, June or July. 

LC-W85-28; LC-BECK; MCFWP 81; HEGOV facing 
113; KELWB b. 148-149; SMIN 42,538 

Long-range view of machine on track, men on either side of ma-
chine, probably Wilbur and Orville, June or July. 

LC-W86-55 

Close-up view of machine on track, June or July. 
LC-W86-27; MCFWP 80 

Flight 19, covering a distance of 356 feet, machine close to 
ground, Orville piloting, August 5. 

LC-W86-26; MCFWP 82; HARFF 73  

Flight 29, machine close to ground, Orville piloting, covering a 
distance of 640 feet in 15 seconds, August 13.

LC-W86-54; MCFWP 83 

Flight 30, machine close to ground, Wilbur piloting, flight cov
ering a distance of 784 feet in 22¾ seconds, August 13.

LC-W86-51; MCFWP 84; SMIN 30,959-L; USAF 
48631 

Damaged machine at  right of starting track at end of flight 31, 
Orville piloting, with tail, white-shirted man in foreground who 
may be Charles E. Taylor, Wrights’ mechanic, August 16.

LC-USZ62-66552; LC-W86-29; MCFWP 85; 
WODKH b. 220-221  

Long-range view of flight 69, in which Orville covered a distance 
of 358 feet in 1 minute 31 seconds, large tree in foreground, ma-
chine in distance, October 14.

LC-W86-50; LC-BECK: SMIN 42,771 

Flight 82, Wilbur piloting at a considerable height, flying a dis
tance of 2¾ miles, almost four circles of the field, the best and 
longest flight of the year, in 5 minutes 4 seconds, November 9.

LC-W86-52; Cent, v. 76, Sept. 1908: 645 

Flight 85,  Orville in flight over tree tops, covering approximately 
1,760 feet in 40 1/5  seconds, November 16. 
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