Science with a Mission

Advancing the Energy, Economic, and National Security of the United States

NATIONAL LABORATORIES

The Department of Energy’s Office of Science is the steward of 10
world-class laboratories with unmatched capabilities for solving
complex interdisciplinary scientific problems.

These laboratories are often called the “crown jewels” of our
national research infrastructure. The DOE national laboratory
system is the most comprehensive research system of its kind in
the world — and the backbone of American science.

The Office of Science national laboratories perform research and
development that is not well suited to university or private sector
research facilities because of its scope, infrastructure, or
multidisciplinary nature — but for which there is a strong public
and national purpose.

A high level of collaboration among all of the national laboratories
in the use of unique scientific equipment and supercomputers,
facilities, and multidisciplinary teams of scientists increases their
collective contribution to the Department of Energy and the
Nation, making the laboratory system more valuable as a whole
than the sum of its parts.
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