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This tutorial introduces the features of the new iEdison. 

Click or press Enter at any time to go to the next slide.  Your viewer may also 
require that you advance the slide with a designated icon.
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The Edison system was first deployed by 
the NIH in October 1995.  It became the 
first electronic system in the government 
to support government administrative 
requirements.  For the first time federal 
grantees and contractors could comply 
with federal statute using a secure 
Internet-based transaction.
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By 1997, when Edison had clearly demonstrated the 
benefits of electronic reporting, it became obvious that an 
even greater value could be realized.  

Since all federal grantees and contractors must report 
inventions made through funding agreements to any 
federal agency, it made a lot of sense to get such reports 
submitted through a single user interface.  

This would streamline the reporting process for the 
government’s customers, leading to greater compliance 
with the law.



4

And so, with the addition of the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) came the 
introduction of Interagency Edison (iEdison).

Through the iEdison single user interface, 
inventions supported by any of these 3 agencies 
could be reported.  The data was partitioned 
within the single iEdison database so that each 
agency could oversee their invention reports.
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The original version of iEdison has served the 
extramural grantee/contractor community 
well.  It has proven to be an incredibly 
reliable system (down time has been on the 
order of only a few hours/year).  As of now 
approximately 500 grantee/contractor 
organizations are registered and using the 
system….and 18 federal agencies are now 
participating in the iEdison system!
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Because the basic Bayh-Dole regulations have not 
changed, the iEdison functionality continues to be 
valid.  What has changed since 1995, however, is the 
Internet.  It is now a way of life for all of us.  Many 
generations of web interfaces and functionality have 
occurred since 1995.  The administration of many 
government business processes now take place on 
the web.

To keep iEdison as a state-of-the-art reporting 
system, in 2000 the decision was made to begin a 
major redesign.  Over the last two years virtually 
every part of the system has been analyzed and 
recast.  The database has been updated, web scripts 
have been re-written using the most advanced 
technology…and…the user interface has been 
completely redesigned. 
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As a way to introduce the new iEdison to you, 
what follows is a brief tutorial.  As a PowerPoint 
presentation, unfortunately, the full impact of 
the functionality cannot be realized.  Consider it 
merely a way to get a lay of some new and very 
exciting land!

You can proceed through the tour at your own 
pace; simply click the mouse to advance to the 
next slide.  Most slides include animation to 
point out specific parts of the screens.
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The current iEdison home page offers general information about the system… 
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…and information about the law and regulations… …and information about the law and regulations… 
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…or you can find out more about any of the agencies participating in iEdison.
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To begin to actually create and submit reports to any of the iEdison agencies you 
can either create a demo account or, once your organization has registered and 
an account has been created, you can submit bone fide invention reports to the 
production iEdison database.

mit bone fide invention reports to the 



So…what can you expect from the new 
iEdison?  
So…what can you expect from the new 
iEdison?  
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The new iEdison site is more compact, 
requiring less navigation to access 
similar types of information as those 
found in the original version.
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General information about iEdison, including 
a summary of regulations, is now found in a 
well-defined area. 
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iEdison agency-specific 
information is now found on the 
right side of the home page.  

In addition to links to each of the 
agencies, the new iEdison also 
provides specific contact 
information for Bayh-Dole 
administration for each agency.

e 
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To access the secure part of the new iEdison, 
logon is still required.  There are several 
improvements:

1. You no longer need to enter the 7-digit 
code for your organization.  Username 
and Password are sufficient.  Not too 
worry, the username and password that 
you have been using on the original 
iEdison will work on the new system.

2. Note that the login fields are situated 
here on the home page.  This saves you 
from having to navigate to a second 
logon page as in the original iEdison.

3. As in the original system, the new 
iEdison includes a demo site.  An 
account for the demo site can be 
created from a link on the home page.  
Once you have the demo account 
(created immediately on-line) you can 
log on.  The account is permanent so 
that you can use the demo site anytime.
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Other important features on the new iEdison 
home page include:

• A completely re-designed help system.  
At the top of each page you will find 
general help that can be accessed at 
any time, and opens in a new browser 
window.

• In addition to general help, specific 
sections of each page have question 
mark icons.  Click the icon to open 
detailed help (again, in a separate 
browser window) that includes 
definitions fields, as well as links to 
general help topics.

• A link to request registration of any 
organization to submit invention 
reports.

• A section devoted to iEdison system 
status.  Notifications of any change in 
the operation of the system are 
provided here.

• iEdison gives you links which offer 
additional useful information at the 
lower left side of the home page.
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Organization registration in the 
new iEdison is very similar to the 
original system.  The biggest 
difference is that the new version 
allows for better creation and 
maintenance of the organization’s 
contact information.

The process begins on the home 
page with a link…
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…that takes you to an interactive 
form to be filled in…



21

…however, registration cannot be 
completed until a legally-binding 
agreement between the 
organization and iEdison has been 
executed and received by iEdison.

The agreement document is 
created by iEdison and includes 
the information provided in the 
interactive registration form.  

Once displayed (using Adobe 
Acrobat Reader�), the document 
must be printed, signed by the 
organization’s authorizing official, 
and faxed to the iEdison office.

Upon receipt of the signed 
document, iEdison staff complete 
the registration, and the 
organizational official receives a 
verification e-mail. 
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Upon successful logon the Main 
Menu page opens.  The 3 main 
categories for a tech transfer staff 
user allow for 

1. Invention, patent, or utilization 
reports to be created and 
submitted.

2. Reports to be generated.
3. Administration of your iEdison 

account.

The number of categories and 
specific items within each category 
differ depending upon your account 
type.  An iEdison OTT Administrator 
has privileges not available to tech 
transfer staff account holders.



To help remind you of how you have 
logged onto the system, you will find 
your user information at the upper 
right of each iEdison page.
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Here is an example of the Main Menu 
page for an extramural OTT 
Administrator account holder.

Note that the Administrator can 
modify the organization’s profile and 
the accounts of the OTT staff.
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The “look and feel” of the new 
interface is really the only difference 
in creating a new Invention Report.

The interactive form requires the 
same types of information as in the 
original iEdison.

For example, a pick list of all iEdison 
participating agencies is offered to 
select the primary agency, i.e. the 
agency to whom the Invention 
Report is being submitted.
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Farther down on the “Create 
Invention Report” form you will 
come to one of the new features in 
iEdison V. 2.0.

As advertised, in the new version 
you are able to submit the written 
description of the invention, the so-
called “invention disclosure,” as an 
electronic file.  You no longer have 
to fax or mail the written description.

Through this dialog box you can 
identify the location of a file 
containing the written description.

You can indicate the document type 
for the written description.  “Paper” 
is still an option, since electronic 
submission is not yet mandatory.

Note that if your written description 
is simple ASCII text, it can also be 
pasted into this text box.
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Once you have completed the form, 
a verification screen is provided for 
you to check your data entry.  If you 
have uploaded an electronic version 
of the invention disclosure, a link is 
provided for you to view the 
document.
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Viewing of any submitted documents 
requires Adobe Acrobat Reader�.
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As in the original iEdison version, 
once the new or modified record has 
been finally committed to the 
database, a confirmation screen is 
displayed.  The detail includes 
mention of the EIR number assigned 
to the record. 

As in th
once th
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The new Patent Report form is also 
similar to its counterpart in the 
original iEdison interface.

As with the Invention Report, the 
interactive Patent Report form 
requires the same types of 
information as in the original iEdison.
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The new Patent Report version 
supports the electronic submission of 
both the government confirmatory 
license and the portion of the patent 
application containing the 
government support clause.  You no 
longer have to fax or mail these 
documents.

Use these dialog boxes to identify 
the location of files containing 
images of the signed confirmatory 
license and the patent portion 
displaying the government support 
clause.

Indicate the document type for the 
files. “Paper” is still an option, since 
electronic submission is not yet 
mandatory.
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As with the invention report, a confirmation screen is 
displayed once the new or modified patent report has been 
finally committed to the database.  In the case of a patent 
report, the patent docket number is provided for reference. 

Regulations require that with the filing of a patent 
application, the grantee/contractor must submit an 
executed confirmatory license to the awarding government 
agency.  iEdison assists in the compliance of this 
requirement by creating the license document.  The button 
at the bottom of the confirmation screen creates a printable 
version of the document.   

As with the 
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Once the license is printed and signed, 
it can be submitted electronically as 
either a PDF or TIFF image.  The 
uploading of this type of document is 
part of the “Modify Patent Report” 
interface.  Alternatively, the signed 
document can be faxed.
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The first objective in modifying an 
existing report is to locate the 
specific record.  This process is 
begun on the Main Menu page.

Under “iEdison Reports 
Administration” you can select from 
links that are specific to modifying 
reports of the various types.
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To search for a specific 
record, you are presented 
with a query form.  The form 
allows you to insert any 
number of search 
parameters.  

The form shown at the left is 
specific for searching for a 
patent record to be modified.  
A similar search form would 
be provided for searching for 
an invention report.

To complete the query, you 
can enter as few or many 
terms as you want.  If no 
terms are entered, the query 
will return all invention or 
patent records for your 
organization.
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The search will result in a list 
of records that meet your 
query parameters.  Each 
record will be summarized 
with enough information to 
allow you to zero in on the 
specific record you wish to 
modify.

Note in the upper right 
corner of the search results 
an indication of the total 
number of records from your 
organization that meet your 
query parameters.  Also, the 
interface is designed to 
display only 10 records at a 
time.  This allows for 
improved response time for 
your query.  if the query 
resulted in more than 10 
records, you will be able to 
“page through” the total list.

You can “drill down” into any 
of the records shown.
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One of the noted limitations of the original iEdison interface 
was that it was not possible to see the full representation of 
an invention and all its associated patents.  

The new iEdison has resolved this limitation through a new 
screen that displays a hierarchical view of any invention.  If 
the invention has any associated patents, this relationship is 
displayed.  Further, using a split screen, you can “drill 
down” into either the Invention Report or related Patent 
Reports to view details or edit the respective records.

This interface appears 
whenever you seek to 
modify an existing Invention 
Report or Patent Report.

On the left side of the page 
is the hierarchical 
representation of the 
invention and any related 
patents.

This interface appears 
whenever you seek to 
modify an existing Invention 
Report or Patent Report.

On the left side of the page
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…while on the right 
side of the screen is 
the detailed record 
for either the 
invention or one of 
the related patents.

If you have come to 
this page through 
“Modify Invention 
Report” the right side 
will be the specified 
Invention Report 
ready for editing.  If 
you have come to 
this page through 
“Modify Patent 
Report” you will see 
the specified Patent 
Report.
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Note that you can 
switch between the 
invention and patent 
records through the 
“Edit” links on the 
left side.
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The original iEdison system includes functionality that allows 
the grantee/contractor organization to upload multiple 
invention records directly from their database into the 
iEdison database.  This “datastreaming” feature is described 
on the iEdison home page.

The process requires that the grantee/contractor 
organization format in a specific way a “report” of records to 
be submitted directly into iEdison.
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Once a “talker” account has been created and you logon 
with the username and password for that account…
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…instead of the usual iEdison browser interface, a file 
upload dialog box is provided.  The dialog box allows you to 
identify the location on your computer (or network) of the 
file you want to upload.

Once the file is “submitted,” the iEdison system validates 
the information, sends you an e-mail confirmation of receipt 
and details as to how many records were sent, which ones 
were o.k. and which ones were rejected because of errors.

The errors are detailed in the e-mail so you can make 
corrections before re-submitting the file.

…instead of the usua
upload dialog box is 
identify the location
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…instead of the usual iEdison browser interface, a file 
upload dialog box is provided.  The dialog box allows you to 
identify the location on your computer (or network) of the 
file you want to upload.

Once the file is “submitted,” the iEdison system validates 
the information, sends you an e-mail confirmation of receipt 
and details as to how many records were sent, which ones 
were o.k. and which ones were rejected because of errors.

The errors are detailed in the e-mail so you can make 
corrections before re-submitting the file.

…instead of the usua
upload dialog box is 
identify the location



In the new iEdison, once you have 
logged on (using the same “talker” 
account username and password as 
you have been using in the original 
iEdison), the Main Menu offers a link 
to upload the datastream.
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Here’s the dialog box that you will use in the new system to 
identify the location of the datastream file you wish to submit.

Once the file is submitted in the new iEdison, the system 
processes the data exactly the same as in the original system. 
You will receive an e-mail confirmation of receipt and details 
as to how many records were sent, which ones were o.k. and 
which ones were rejected because of errors.

Any errors found in the file are detailed in the e-mail so you 
can make corrections before re-submitting.
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Links on the Main Menu allows you to either create a 
utilization report, or modify an existing utilization report.
L
u
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All utilization reports are associated with 
an invention.  As such, the first step to 
either create a new utilization report, or 
modify an existing utilization report is to 
identify the invention to which the 
utilization report is related.

This query screen allows you to search 
for the invention.
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From the results of the search you can 
choose to “Manage Utilization Reports.”choose to Manage Uti
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The first step in the utilization report is 
to indicate the year for which utilization 
is being reported.  This choice has been 
provided to allow you to report on prior 
years, once the information is available.
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The new “Add Utilization Report” 
form is also similar to its counterpart 
in the original iEdison interface.

As with the Invention and Patent 
Reports, the interactive Utilization 
Report form requires the same types 
of information as in the original 
iEdison.

The data requirements for utilization 
reporting have been revisited within 
the last year or so.  The objective 
was to make the utilization reporting 
criteria more generic.  One way this 
was done was to generalize 
indicators of the “status of the 
invention.”
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Completion of the creation or 
modification of a utilization report 
includes a confirmation screen 
reminding you of the invention’s EIR 
number.

Completion
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iEdison Contacts
• Extramural Inventions Policy

– George Stone, Ph.D., Chief
Extramural Inventions and Technology Resources Branch
301-435-0679
george.stone@nih.gov

• Interagency Edison Registration and User 
Support
– Charles Smith

Extramural Inventions and Technology Resources Branch
301-435-1986 or toll-free 1-866-504-9552
edison@od.nih.gov


