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of Commerce 

 

The following are GAO’s comments on the Department of Commerce’s 
letter dated April 25, 2008. 

 
1. The issues identified by NOAA are outside the scope of our review, 

which was to identify key elements of a federal regulatory framework 
for offshore aquaculture. 

GAO Comments 

2. We believe our statements regarding the lack of data on the 
environmental impacts from large-scale commercial offshore 
aquaculture operations are appropriate. As NOAA points out, these 
large-scale operations do not yet exist. On page 9 of the report, we 
stated that environmental monitoring at the existing small-scale 
research and commercial open-ocean aquaculture operations in 
Hawaii, New Hampshire, and Puerto Rico has found modest 
environmental impacts. However, as facilities begin to scale-up, their 
impacts on the marine environment could become more pronounced. 
Given the lack of such large facilities to date, it is too early to know 
what the environmental impacts of large-scale commercial offshore 
aquaculture facilities will be. 

3. We believe that the report adequately discusses offshore shellfish 
aquaculture within the context of offshore aquaculture. Most of the 
policy issues raised in the report apply equally to shellfish and fish 
aquaculture. For instance, the need for clear federal leadership, a 
sound permitting system, and additional research all apply equally to 
shellfish and fish. In cases where the issues differ for shellfish and fish 
aquaculture—such as for environmental monitoring protocols—we 
discussed shellfish aquaculture separately from fish aquaculture. 

4. We are aware of the efforts of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council to develop a generic amendment to their fishery management 
plans to establish an offshore aquaculture program in the Gulf of 
Mexico. While we discuss the roles and responsibilities of fishery 
management councils on pages 19 and 20, we did not discuss this 
regional initiative in our report because it was outside our scope of 
identifying key elements of a federal regulatory framework for 
offshore aquaculture. 
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