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ALOHA NEIGHBORS,

As chair of the Senate Committee on Education & Military Affairs and together with my colleagues in the House and Senate, we
passed legislation that will improve our public school system and address some of the challenges facing our military personnel and
their families. Other measures help protect pristine areas from development, reform campaign spending, encourage construction of
badly needed housing, enable the city to proceed on a transit proposal, help our economy and improve the quality of life for all.

Many thanks to all of you who called or sent letters and e-mails to my office. We could not do our job well without your help and
input. It continues to be a pleasure and honor to serve the 15t District. As always, please contact us if we can assist you in any
way.

Mahalo & God Bless,

NW

Norman Sakamoto

Special Session 2009

On July 12, the state Legislature voted to override 12 out of 28 bills that Governor Lingle vetoed. Below are the bills that were passed

into law after the one-day special session.

» SB 960 Funds for natural disaster preparedness efforts and improves the loss mitigation grant program. The loss mitigation grant
program was set up to assist residents with installing wind resistive devices to protect their property against hurricanes. Grants are
also provided for safe rooms for residents who may not be able to afford reinforcement of their entire home. Vote count: 24-0

»  SB 1473 Requires Department of Health to give notice to the local neighborhood, the Legislature and obtain approval of the
Governor for any use of state-owned land under its jurisdiction in the Waimano Ridge area prior to use of the land as a sex
offender treatment facility, drug treatment facility, state laboratory, or any other uses. Vote count 23-1

» SB 1592 Creates a task force to develop the Hawai'i 2050 sustainability plan. Vote count: 24-0

» SB 1808 Prevents excessive changes to worker's compensation laws through administrative rulemaking procedure.

Vote count 19-5

»  SB 1262 Suspends the issuing of state small boat harbor permits for ocean use activities until the boundaries of an ocean
recreational management area from Kalaeloa Point to Kaena Point are determined and rules are adopted and require the
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) to prepare an environmental study to assist in the drafting of rules for the
area. Vote count: 24-0

» SB 1685 Allows state taxpayer information to be shared with the counties. Vote count: 24-0

» SB 1772 Requires each applicant for medical assistance to identify their employer and requires the Department of Human
Services (DHS) to submit an annual report to the Legislature identifying all employers who employ 25 or more beneficiaries of
medical assistance programs. Vote count: 19-5

» SB 1877 Clarifies that the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) has sole authority over land
use and state planning functions and that the Office of Planning shall report to DBEDT. Vote count: 20-4

» HB 160 Increases clarity, accountability, and fairness in state assessments of insurers and in the use of those funds.

Vote count: 19-5

» HB 180 Provides equality in compensation and benefits for exempt civil service employees that are at least equal to the
adjustments under collective bargaining agreements for their counterparts and subordinates. Vote count: 20-4

» HB 1224 Establishes procedures, requirements, standards, and guidelines for compliance with the streamlined sales and use tax
agreement. Vote count: 21-3

» HB 1317 Prohibits the Department of Human Services (DHS) from taking any action to remove pharmaceutical benefits
management from managed care plans for Medicaid beneficiaries. Vote count: 19-5




2005 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

MILITARY

The 2005 Military Appreciation Package was created to
support the efforts of our men and women in uniform
throughout Hawai'i. As a beneficiary of their courageous and
dedicated service, the State bears a special responsibility
toward United States forces. The pieces of legislation that
comprise the Military Appreciation Bill Package address some
of the many challenges facing our military personnel and their
families.

Hawai'i Medal of Honor

Establishes the Hawai'i Medal of Honor, in appreciation for
military personnel with Hawai'i ties who are killed in action
since 2003.

Hawai'i State Veterans Cemetery; UH Military Students;

Uniform Maintenance Allowance Direct Deposit

«  Appropriates $187,450 for casket liners and to address
soil problems at the Hawai'i State Veterans Cemetery

»  Authorizes the right of returning members of the military to
retain readmission to University of Hawai'i programs

»  Allows enlisted army or national guard members to elect
direct deposit for their uniform maintenance allowance.

Professional & Vocational License Renewal

Relaxes license restoration requirements for Department of
Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA) licensees who are
deployed during state or national crisis.

Hawai'i Veterans' Newsletter

Appropriates $30,000 for the Office of Veterans Services to
publish the Hawai'i veterans’ newsletter and to update the
veterans’ database.

Pearl Harbor Historic Trail
Designates the path from Halawa landing to Waipahu as the
Pearl Harbor Historic Trail.

Above: Senator with Master Sergeant (Ret) Clarence
Young at the 6 Annual Roll Call of Honor in
Remembrance Ceremony.

Capital Improvement Projects

$564,000 for construction and repairs for the Hawai'i State
Veterans Cemetery, Oahu.

$500,000 for the replacement of the museum and the
visitor center at the USS Arizona Memorial.

$850,000 for Phase Il improvements at the Oahu Veterans
Center at Foster Village.

$1,500,000 for construction for the adult day care facility
at the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center, Maui.

$4,400,000 for a specially designed complex for soldiers,
airmen, veterans and retirees, including an expanded PX,
commissary and office for veterans affairs in the
Keaukaha Joint Military Center, Hawai'i.

$18,228,000 for the construction of a long-term veterans
care home in Hilo Medical Center, Hawai'i.

Left: Pearl Harbor survivor Herb Weatherwax and Senator at the USS
Arizona Memorial.



Above: Senator with Coach Kimura, A.D. Kelly Sur
and Principal Stevens at the dedication ceremony of
Radford High's baseball field.

Housing Omnibus Bill

Creates more affordable rental housing; establishes homeless
programs; provide incentives for private developers to build
affordable housing projects. Makes administrative changes to
various state housing programs.

Transportation
Public Transit; County Surcharge on State Tax

Authorizes the counties the option to establish a surcharge of
up to 0.5 percent on State general excise and use taxes by the
adoption of an ordinance no later than December 31, 2005.
Monies from said surcharge would be used for operating and
capital costs of a locally preferred alternative for a mass transit
project in counties with a population greater than 500,000 for
public transportation and roadway needs for counties with less
than 500,000 people.

Driver Licensing; Provisional Licenses; Persons Under 18
Creates a provisional driver's license between the permit and
full license stages for those under 18; puts restrictions on the
hours and number of hours for those with provisional licenses;
sunsets provisional licenses in five years.

Traffic Offenses; Pedestrian in Crosswalks

Requires drivers of a vehicle to stop and yield the right-of-way
to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk when
the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon which the
vehicle is traveling or when the pedestrian is approaching so
closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in
danger.

Employment
Public Works; Small Business Set-Asides

Requires the State’s Procurement Policy Board to establish
rules to promote opportunities for small businesses on Hawai'i
state and county contracts, including procedures to set aside
smaller contracts for award to small businesses and requiring
that the use of small businesses as subcontractors on larger
contracts be considered in evaluating which larger contractors
receive awards.

Minimum Wage
Raises the minimum wage to $6.75 effective January 1, 2008,
and to $7.25 effective January 1, 2007.

Voluntary Employees' Beneficiary Association Trusts
Authorizes and sets forth the requirements for the
establishment of a voluntary employees’ beneficiary
association (VEBA) trust by public employee organizations to
provide health benefits for its members. Establishes a VEBA
trust three-year pilot program to allow for the analysis of the
costs and benefits of a VEBA trust against those of the Hawai'i
Employer-Union Trust Fund.

Campaign Spending

Makes numerous changes to campaign spending statutes,
including requiring all candidates to file electronically,
prohibiting contributions from government contractors, and
increasing the criminal penalty for falsifying information in
campaign spending reports.

Crime

Sex Offender Registry

Expands public access requirements on information about
convicted sex offenders or those who commit crimes against
children. The state will no longer have to go through a court
hearing before posting information about sex offenders on a
state website.

Pseudoephedrine

Limits the retail sale of pseudoephedrine products (a key
ingredient in the manufacturing of “ice”) without a prescription
to no more than three packages or not more than nine grams
per transaction.

Sustainability
Legacy Lands

Allocates a higher percentage of the conveyance tax to the
Rental Housing Trust Fund and allocates 10 percent of the tax
to a new Land Conservation Fund to preserve pristine and
open areas. Increases the conveyance tax paid on real estate
transactions over $600,000.

Above: Moanalua Senior Citizens Club members Ken Hagino,
Stella Gibbs, Senator, JoAnn Tome, and Emi Kitashiro
celebrating 25 years of service.



Public School Teacher Shortage

Implement various strategies to promote teacher retention and

recruitment. Some of highlights are:

= Establishes the Hawai'i Teacher Cadet Program for high
school students

= Requires the Department of Education (DOE) to establish
policies to enable newly hired employees to receive their
1st paycheck in a timely manner

= Requires the University of Hawai'i to review its admission
policies for the College of Education and increase full time
equivalent teacher education faculty positions by an
additional five positions each year until FY 2014-2015

= Establishes a statewide Teacher Induction Program to
ensure that a certain new teacher-to-mentor ratio that all
mentors are qualified to work with newly hired teachers.
This program is available to every newly hired teacher

» Facilitates the licensing of teachers entering DOE
*Requires the Hawai'i Teacher Standards Board to clarify
the requirements, on a state-by-state basis, for out-of-
state licensed teachers to obtain a license in Hawai'i
“Pursues full teacher license reciprocity with the mid-
Atlantic states, California, Colorado, lllinois, Michigan,
New York, Oregon and Washington
“Develops a plan to accept teachers from any state as
long as they have completed state-approved teacher
education programs and pass relevant Hawai'i teacher
examinations or their equivalent.

Substitute Teachers

Sets daily pay rates for substitute teachers of $119.80 for

those without a bachelor's degree, $130 for those with a

bachelor's degree and $140 for DOE teachers or those who

are licensed or highly qualified.

Charter Schools

Clarifies aspects of Hawai'i's charter school laws. Establishes
a more equitable basis of funding for charter schools; creates
rigorous standards for the chartering of additional new century
charter schools; creates a task force to identify and
recommend to the 2006 Legislature revisions to the existing
charter school law.

Early Childhood Education

= Proposes an overall plan to increase access

= Develop plans and identify resources needed to improve
the quality and services

= Design proposals to support the professional development
of staff

= Creates an implementation plan to motivate and promote
the value of and participation

= Establishes and funds a two-year pilot program to provide
universal access for families in critical need, as
determined by the Department of Human Services (DHS).

Asbestos

Requires the DOE to ensure that asbestos testing is conducted
prior to any renovations or painting of school facilities at all
schools, except charter schools.

School Community Council

Clarifies the councils' duties by requiring them to ensure that
the school's academic and financial plans are consistent with
the educational accountability system.

DOE Appropriation

Appropriates funds to subsidize DOE information systems
projects, provide for additional support personnel and training
and to continue the implementation of Act 51.

Substance Abuse

Clarifies requirements for student drug abuse assessment
referrals. Establishes task force to study process by which
students are referred for substance abuse assessment and
treatment.

Emergency Appropriation; Autism Spectrum Disorder
Provides an emergency appropriation from FY 2005 general
funds of $11,672,564 to pay for services to autistic children.
Also pay for increased costs of school services provided to
Felix Consent Decree children who are not able to participate
in classroom-based activities.

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAT'|

Emergency Appropriation for Flood Losses

Makes an emergency appropriation of $47 million for losses
incurred by the UH Manoa as a result of the October 30, 2004
flood.

Constitutional Amendment; UH Board of Regents (BOR)
(Ballot in 2006 election)

Modify the appointment process of the Board of Regents -
require the BOR to be selected from a pool of qualified
candidates presented to the Governor by a Candidate Advisory
Council.

UH Revenue Bonds

Authorizes $100 million dollars in revenue bonds for the
maintenance and construction of new housing at UH Manoa
and the repair of current student housing units on all
campuses.

Above: Penny (wife), Senator, David (son), and Kathy (daughter)
together for Senator's recognition by the UH College of Education. He
was awarded the 2005 Award of Excellence.
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Above: Rep. Glenn Wakai, Senator, and Principal - Above: Senator, Bank of Hawaii 2" Century Scholars Dwight

Sugimoto having a great time with the Aliamanu Elementary Fabian, Gladys Aurelio, Lester Lau and Senator Donna Kim at
students during May Day festivities. the recognition luncheon held to honor their accomplishments.

We are working diligently to reduce the $440,000,000 Repair and Maintenance backlog and improve our school facilities. Below are the
school improvement projects by complex. For Aiea and Farrington complex, only a partial list is included. School projects with no dollar
amount are less than $100,000.

Moanalua Complex
v Moanalua Elem - $292,000 classroom renovation, $143,000 replace both A/C units, replace bell system, replace classroom furniture
v Moanalua High - $114,000 reroofing, replace walkway lights, replace scoreboard, repair bleachers, replace bleacher motor, replace
gym lamps, replace stadium lamps, replace classroom furniture, repair/repaint exterior, install hose bibs, termite tent
treatment, renew sentricon
v Moanalua Middle - replace gas line valves, replace transformer, add F/A bell, replace classroom furniture, replace B & G PE lockers
v" Red Hill Elem - air conditioning upgrades $165,000 (Legislature funded), $258,000 classroom renovation, drainage improvements,
replace bell system, renew sentricon, replace classroom furniture
v' Salt Lake Elem - $800,000 renovation of Building F(Legislature funded), $161,000 fire alarm upgrade, replace grease trap, replace
classroom furniture
v' Shafter Elem - exterior waterproofing, replace grease trap, campus ant control, replace classroom furniture
Radford Complex
v" Aliamanu Elem - $5,017,000 classroom renovation, $161,000 fire alarm upgrade, reroofing, fence & C-gates, improve area lighting
v" Aliamanu Middle - $300,000 replace water lines, $142,000 for reroofing, renew sentricon
v" Hickam Elem - $7,670,000 new or expanded library-administration building (Legislature funded), $355,000 classroom renovation,
$107,000 replace bell system, repair concrete walkway, reroofing, replace classroom furniture
Makalapa Elem — $161,000 replace fire alarm system, replace exhaust fans, replace R/R partitions, campus ant control
Mokulele Elem — $275,000 classroom renovation, $108,000 reroofing, $107,000 replace water lines, replace classroom furniture
Nimitz Elem - $293,000 classroom renovation, $107,000 regrade playground, repair/replace chain link fence, campus structural
evaluation, campus ant control, replace classroom furniture
Pearl Harbor Elem - $161,000 replace waterlines (phase 2), $116,000 replace bell system
Pearl Harbor Kai Elem - $167,000 reroofing, resurface playcourt, replace classroom furniture, add electric circuits
Radford High - $408,000 fire alarm upgrade, $184,000 replace A/C units, reroofing, replace stadium lamps, replace gym lamps,
replace classroom furniture
Aiea Complex (partial list)
v" Aiea Elem - $1,200,000 air-conditioning upgrades (Legislature funded), replace waterlines, replace dumbwaiter, campus wide
sentricon, replace classroom furniture, install air-conditioning systems for certain classrooms in buildings A, B, C, and E
v" Aiea Inter - $650,000 electrical upgrade, $400,000 portable classrooms, $100,000 bus stop overhang (Legislature funded), replace air
conditioning unit, replace classroom furniture, renew sentricon
v" Aiea High - replace/reline sewer, replace locker room lights, repair/paint bleachers, bleacher hand rails, replace gym lamps, replace
stadium lamps, replace campus furniture, field maintenance
v Alvah Scott Elem - $141,000 replace bell system, replace irrigation system
Farrington Complex ( partial list)
v" Farrington High — $685,000 all-weather track (Legislature funded), $536,000 reroof/replace soffit, reroof spray booth, campus furniture,
remove trailers, replace exhaust fans, install air conditioning in building O, renovate health room
v" Kalakaua Middle - $2,181,000 repairs, improvements to school walls(Legislature funded), $141,000 reroofing, replace A/C equipment,
campus furniture
v" Puuhale Elem - $225,000 for covered walkways (Legislature funded), $135,00 renovate restroom (phase 1), renew campus sentricon
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Act 51 Update

Last year the Legislature passed the Reinventing Education Act of 2004, also know
as Act 51. lts purpose is to reshape our public school system to improve student
achievement. One year later.....we ask the question, "How much progress have we
made on Act 517 The following is a condensed version of the progress to date. For
more information visit these DOE web sites:

http://reach.k12.hi.us/
http://doe.k12.hi.us/periodicals/nlk/0405/nlk0207.pdf

Left: Rep. Roy Takumi, Principal Gail Awakuni & Senator were honored with the 2005
Award of Exellence by UH College of Education at the 18th Annual Recognition Dinner.

EMPOWERMENT

0 Weighted Student Formula

The law mandated a Committee on Weights to determine a weighted student formula- a way to distribute resources to schools based on
student enroliment and student characteristics. Funding on student need is more equitable than one-size fits all mandates. Of the 252
Hawai'i schools subject to the funding change, 137 are projected to get less money under the formula, and 115 would get more, according to
data compiled by the state DOE. The formula change must be approved by the full Board of Education (BOE), scheduled for an August 18
final vote.

STREAMLINING

a Single School Calendar

On July 12, the BOE committee recommended the board approval of a draft 2006-07 school calendar. The 1-3-2 model for the proposed
calendar (one-week recess, three-week winter recess, and two-week spring recess) was approved by the BOE on June 9. The year will end on
June 7 for students, who will have a six-week summer break. Charter and multitrack schools are exempt from the single-calendar requirement.
The calendar is expected to be presented for final approval by the full BOE on September 1.

a Transfer to the DOE

Interagency Working Group (IWG) was mandated to develop comprehensive plans for transferring certain rights, powers, functions, duties,
and resources - including positions by positions numbers, from six other state agencies to the DOE over two years. On July 1, DOE
welcomed nearly 200 Department of Accounting & General Services (DAGS) employees. DOE will be responsible for all of the personnel,
repair and maintenance (R&M) and capital improvement projects (CIP) formerly under Department of Human Resources and Development
(DHRD) and DAGS.

ACCOUNTABILITY

a Principals

Convert principal positions to a 12-month term of service, including proposed salary schedules. The 2005 Legislature approved funding a 12-
month term of service for all principals, beginning July 1, 2005.

Announcements & Congratulations

» Hawaii 3R's is a non-profit organization with a mission to tackle the backlog of repair and maintenance projects in Hawaii's public
school facilities by leveraging available funds with volunteer support. Two schools in our district have been awarded grants from
Hawaii 3R's. Aliamanu Elementary School has been awarded $34,400 to resurface their playground. Aliamanu Middle School
has been awarded $50,000 to resurface their basketball court.

« CONGRATULATIONS to Caroline Wong of Moanalua Middle School for being selected as the state's representative for the
MetLife/National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) National Principal of the Year for Middle Level
Programs!

» Volunteerism in our schools is of great importance. Our community needs to be become more engaged with the education of our
students. Each person is a great reservoir of knowledge and experience that can be shared with the students as they -~
move toward gainful employment and active participation in our democracy. | know that many of you are willing to A
contribute to our area schools as an individual, organization, or as a company. For more information, visit your Iocal/ \
school or contact our office. Mahalo for helping our schools!



Recosnizisngs &

Regent Scholars (awarded to incoming freshmen who receive at least a 1,300 combined mathematics and verbal score on the SAT, maintain a
3.5 in academic subjects in high school and whose extracurricular achievements are shown to be remarkable):

e Grace Kwan, Aiea High School, political science e Jason Nagaoka, Moanalua High School, political science/mathematics
o Krystle Salazar, Moanalua High School, bioengineering

2005 Citizenship Award (awarded to a student from each public high school who is well-rounded, gives back to the community and who best
reflects the DOE's "Vision of a High School Graduate"):

e Amanda J. Clayton, Aiea High School e My Phuong N. Vong of Farrington High School
e Jomel Sumira, Moanalua High School e Samantha L. Long, Radford High School

» US Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced that the Senate had passed two funding bills that include projects in Hawai'i. Highlights are:
*$100,000 for the reconnaissance phase of the Moanalua Stream Flood Damage Reduction Project. Moanalua's stream banks
overflow periodically causing extensive damages to commercial and residential properties.

*$1.69 million to begin the planning for the replacement of the USS Arizona Memorial Visitor Center.

» The US Army Corps of Engineers will remove 13 large boulders from Moanalua Valley hillsides (Ala Aolani Street and Ala Aoloa Loop)
and install landslide-prevention netting in a $1.4 million project that started on July 25.

> July 25 also signaled the start date on improvement projects for Puuloa Road. Day work hours are 7 AM to 3:30PM. Actual lane
closures can begin at 8:30AM. Night work hours are from 7:30 PM to 5:30 AM (Sunday night through Friday morning) only for work at
the Puuloa Road / Salt Lake Boulevard / Pukoloa Street Intersection. Night work at those intersections will start early next year. Pukoloa
Street will be closed during certain phasing of work and detour routes will also be implemented.

> The Legislature has set aside $3 million in the budget for the purchase of 3,700 acres of land in Moanalua Valley. Damon Estate is in
the process of selling Moanalua Valley, which is the only undeveloped valley in central Oahu.

> The maintenance dredging of Phase One & Two of Salt Lake Waterway have been completed. The Legislature allocated $400,000 in
the budget to help in the continued efforts. The final area along Ala Lilikoi Street to Ala Pu'umalu Park remains to be cleaned. The
sediment run-off analysis study of the Waterway below the Aliamanu Military crater needs to be completed before Phase Three work
begins.

In our last district mailing (March 2005), we included a
legislative survey. Thank you to all of you who
participated. Below are some of the results of the
2005 Legislative Survey:

Transportation
69% responded that they would be willing to pay a

1% increase of the GET in order to help fund a
portion of mass transit.

Transportation

31% responded that there is currently no need to
create a more comprehensive mass transit system
to address the traffic congestion in the state.

Drug/ice
30% responded that support needs to be increased

for rigorous law enforcement efforts to increase the
number of incarcerations.

Drug/ice

26% responded that access should be restricted to
nonprescription medications that are potential
ingredients for Ice by placing them behind the
pharmacy counter.

Above: Senator with Jomel Sumira of
Moanalua High School. Some of her
accomplishments include:

22% responded that successful treatment programs
need to be more aggressively supported &

expanded. v' 2005 Citizenship Award Recipient
. . v America's High School Idol
22 responded that it should be made easier for v Student Association President
landlords to evict tenants for unlawfully possessing v 25 Most Intriguing High School Seniors for

illegal drugs. 2005 (Sassy and G Magazine)



Senator Norman Sakamoto

Hawaii State Capitol, Rm. 230

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Email: sensakamoto@capitol.hawaii.gov

Office: 586-8585
Fax: 586-8588

August Meetings

Senior Fair

Pearlridge Shopping Center
Saturday, August 27
9:00AM-2:00PM

Aiea NB No. 20
Monday, August 8 7:30PM
Aiea Library

Aliamanu/Salt Lake/Foster Village NB No.18
Thursday, August 11 7:00PM
Aliamanu Inter Cafeteria

Kalihi-Palama NB No. 15
Wednesaay, August 17 7:00PM
Kapalama Elem Cafeteria

Moanalua Gardens Community Association
Tuesday, August 2 7:00PM
Moanalua Middle Room B-2

September Meetings

Town Hall Meeting

Aiea/Pearl City Town Hall Meeting
Wednesday, September 28 7:00PM
Education -- Pearl Ridge Elem

Aiea NB
Monday, September 12 7:30PM
Aiea Library

Aliamanu/Salt Lake/Foster Village NB
Thursday, September 8 7:00PM
Aliamanu Inter Cafeteria

Kalihi-Palama NB
Wednesday, September 21 7:00PM
Kapalama Elem Cafeteria

Moanalua Gardens Comm. Assoc.
Tuesday, September 6 7:00PM
Moanalua Middle Room B-2
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October Meetings

Town Hall Meeting

Aiea/Pearl City Town Hall Meeting
Wednesday, October 26 7:00PM
Mayor Hannemann -- Pearl Ridge Elem

Aiea NB
Monday, October 10 7:30PM
Aiea Library

Aliamanu/Salt Lake/Foster Village NB
Thursday, October 13 7:00PM
Aliamanu Inter Cafeteria

Kalihi-Palama NB
Wednesday, October 19 7:00PM
Kapalama Elem Cafeteria

Moanalua Gardens Comm. Assoc.
Tuesday, October 4 7:00PM
Moanalua Middle Room B-2

Kalihi-Palama Community Council meetings will resume on Monday, September 12 at 7:00PM at the Susannah Wesley Community
Center. October meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 3 at 7:00PM at the Susannah Wesley Community Center.



