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NOAA and RMS Titanic

•• Discuss the brief history of Discuss the brief history of Titanic Titanic and how NOAA became involvedand how NOAA became involved

•• Highlight recent NOAA Ocean ExplorationHighlight recent NOAA Ocean Exploration--supported expeditions to supported expeditions to 
the sitethe site

•• Discuss major changes with regards to Discuss major changes with regards to TitanicTitanic

•• NOAA’s InvolvementNOAA’s Involvement

•• Technological AdvancementsTechnological Advancements

•• Legal DecisionsLegal Decisions

•• Archaeological approachesArchaeological approaches
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1985 Discovery 2004 International Treaty
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OPINION NOAA PRACTICE

• 1986 - Support Titanic Memorial Act
• 1995 - International Meeting

– National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, England

– RMST Exhibit 
• 1996 - Greenwich Declaration 
• 2000 - Public Hearings for Guidelines
• 2001 - Advisory Guidelines Published

- Participation on Ghosts of the Abyss
• 2003 - Preliminary Expedition to TITANIC
• 2004 - Dedicated Expedition to TITANIC



2003 Titanic Expedition – R/V KELDYSH



2003 Titanic Expedition – PERSONNEL



2003 Titanic Expedition – MICROBIOLOGY



2003 Titanic Expedition – HUMAN IMPACT



2003 Titanic Expedition – PHOTOMOSAICS

Images produced by Univ. of New Hampshire, CCOM/JHC

Port bow

Anchor crane

Well deck, up to the bridge



2003 Titanic Expedition – PHOTOMOSAICS

Images produced by Univ. of New Hampshire, CCOM/JHC





2004 Return to Titanic – An OE Signature Expedition



2004 Return to Titanic – Microbiology



2004 Return to Titanic – BATHYMETRY



2004 Return to Titanic – OUTREACH

Image courtesy of Bert Fox, National Geographic Magazine

Images courtesy of IFE



2004 Return to Titanic – EDUCATION

Image courtesy of IFE



SUBMERSIBLES TECHNOLOGY ROVs

• Discovery from sonar and visual 
detection

• Submersible limitations 
and impacts

• Smaller ROVs
• High definition video
• Remote, in situ, live

observation
• Technology is leading 

policy



Image courtesy of IFE, NGS











SALVAGE LAW PRESERVATION

• Congress:  Maritime Memorial
• Lawful salvage for commercial purposes
• TITANIC drove UNESCO
• TITANIC Treaty Signed (2004)
• Admiralty considers historical preservation



LOW ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRICIPLES HIGH

• Admiralty Law, Salvor in Possession
• Maritime Memorial, the Act of 1986

– NOAA: Advisory Guidelines
– DOS:  Negotiate International Agreement

• Advisory Guidelines
– Archaeology Principles, 

Internationally Agreed
– Plan, Standards, Purpose, Review

• Court takes notice of Guidelines
• Titanic Treaty of 2004 includes 

Guidelines



Next Steps…..



Maritime Heritage and NOAA
National Marine Sanctuaries Program
Office of Ocean Exploration
National Marine Protected Areas Center
Office of Coast Survey
Office of General Counsel for Ocean Services
NOAA Library
NOAA Dive Center

Latest NOAA Partnerships
• Maritime Heritage Program
• Preserve America
• RUST and SHIELDS Databases
• 200th Anniversary of the U.S. Coast Survey
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